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The CHARTER granted by His Majeſty King 
| CHARLES the Second, &c. 


England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, GzezTinG. .. 
Whereas by the ſeveral Navigations, Diſcoveries, and Succeſsful Plantations 


o divers of Our loving Subjefts of this Our Realm of England, ſeveral Lands, 
/l 


ands, Places, Colonies, and Plantations have been . obtained and ſettled in 
that Part of the Continent of America called New-England, and thereby the 
Trade and Commerce there, bath been of late Years much increaſed : And where- 
as We have been informed by the humble Petition of Our Truſty and Well- 
beloved John Winthrop, John Maſon, Samuel Wyllys, Henry Clarke, Mat- 
thew Allyn, John Tapping, Nathan Gold, Richard Treat, Richard Lard; 


Henry Wolcott, John Talcott, Daniel Clarke, John 1 Wells, 
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Obadiah Bruen, John Clarke, Anthony Hawkins, John Deming, and Mat- 
thew Camficld, being Perſons principally intereſted in Our Colony or * of: 


3 A HAR E Es the Stond, by the Grace of GOD, K of 


Connecticut, in New-Englaad, that the ſame Colony, or the greateſt part thereof 


was Purchaſed and Obtained for great and valuable Conſiderations, and ſome other 
Part thereof gained by Conqueſt, and with much difficulty, and at the only Endea- 
wours, Expence, and Charges of them and their Aſſociates, and thoſe under whont 
they Claim, Subdued, and Improved, and thereby become a conſiderable Enlarge- 
ment and Addition of Our Dominions and Intereſt there. Now KNOW VEB 
That in Conſideration thereof; and in Regard the ſaid Colony is remote 
from other the Engliſh Plan tations in the Places aforeſaid; and to the End 
the Affairs and Buſineſs which ſhall from Time to Time happen or ariſe 
concerning the ſame, may be duly Ordered and Managed, we have thought 
fit, and at the humble Petition of the Perſons aforeſaid, and are graciouſly 
Pleaſed to create and make them a Body Politick and Corporate, with the 


Powers and Privileges herein after mentioned ; and accordingly Our Will 


and Pleaſure is, and of our eſpecial Grace, certain Knowlege; and meer 
Motion, We have ordained, conſtituted and declared, and by theſe Pre- 
ſeats, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, Do ordain, conſtitute and declare, 
that they the ſaid Fobn Winthrop, Jobn Maſon, Samuel Wyllys, Henry Clarke, 
Matthew Allyn, Jobn T, pping; Nathan Geld, Richard Treat, Richard Lord, 
Henry Wolcott, Jobn Talcott, Daniel Clarke, Fohn Ogden, Thomas Wells, 
Obadiab Bruen, John Clarke, Anthony Hawkins, John Deming, and Matthew 
Camfield, and all ſuch others as now are, or hereafter ſhall be admitted, and 


made Free of the Company and Society of Our Colony of Connecticut, in 


America, ſhall from Time to Time, and for ever hereafter, be One Body 
Corporate and Politick, in Fact and Name, by the Name of, Governor and 
Company of the Engliſh Colony of Connecticut in New-England, in America; 
and that by the ſame Name they and their Succeſſors ſhall and niay have 
perpetual Succeſſion, and ſhall and may be Perſons able and capable in the 
pls to plead and be impleaded, to anſwer and to be anſwered unto, to 


defend and be defended in all and fingular Suits, Cauſes, Quarrels, Matters, 


Actions, and Things, of what Kind or Nature ſoever; and alſo to have, 
take, poſſeſs, acquire, and purchaſe Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, 


or any Goods, or Chattels; and the ſame to leaſe, grant, demiſe, alien, 
bargain, ſell, and diſpoſe of, as other Our liege People of this Our Realm 
of England, or any other Corporation or Body Politick within the ſame may 
lawfully do. And further, That the ſaid Governor and Company, and 
their Succeſſors, ſhall and may for ever hereafter have a Common Seal, to 
ſerve and uſe for all Cauſes, Matters, Things, and Affairs whatſoever, of 
them and their Succeſſors, and the ſame Seal to alter, change, break, and 


make new from Time to Time, at their Wills and. Pleaſures, as they Mall 
think fit. And further, We will and ordain, and by theſe Preſents, for 


Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, do declare and appoint, that for the better 
ordering and managing of the Afﬀairs and Buſineſs of the ſaid Company, 
* ; an | 
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The corporas 
tion conſtitu« 
ted, 


The names of 
the paten- 
tees. 
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the corpora- 


tion. 


Their ability 
to plead an 
defend, &c. 


To purchaſe 
lands, &c. 


To have a 
common ſealʒ 
and to alter 
& change its 
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A Governor, 
Deputy-Go- 

vernor, and 

12 Aſſiſtants 
to be elected 
from time to 
time. 


Firſt Gover- 
nor, Deputy- 
Governor & 
Aſſiſtants ap- 
pointed. 


Governor & 
Deputy-Go- 
vernor's pow- 
er to call a 
Gen. Aſſem. 
bly. 


Two General 
Aſſemblies in 
a year, viz. 
in May and 
October. 


Tower to al- 
ter their days 
of meeting. 


To appoint 
freemen, and 
conſtitute of- 
ficers. 


Power to 


chuſe new of- 
ficers in caſe 


of the death 


or removal of 
others. 


e 
and their Succeffors, there ſhall be One Governor, One Deputy - Governor: 
and Twelve Aſſiſtants, to be from Time. to Time conſtituted, elected and 
choſen out of the Freemen of the ſaid Company for the Time being, in ſuch 
Manner and Form as hereafter in thefe Preſents is expreſſed, which ſaid 


Officers ſhall apply themſelves to take Care for the beſt diſpoſing and order- 
ing of the general Buſineſs and Affairs of and concerning the Land and 


 Hereditaments herein after mentioned to be granted, and the Plantation 


thereof, and the Government of the People thereof: And for the better 
Execution of Our Royal Pleaſure herein, We do for Us, Our Heirs, and 
Succefſors, aſſign, name, conſtitute and appoint the aforetaid John Winthrop 
to be the firſt and preſent Governor of the faid Company, and the ſaid John 
Maſon to be the Deputy-Governor, and the ſaid Samuel Myllys, Matthews 
Allyn, Nathan Gold, Henry Clarke, Richard Treat, Jobn Ogden, Jobn Tapping, 
John Talcott, Thomas Wells, Henry Wolcott, Richard Lerd, and Daniel Clarke, 
to be the Twelve preſent Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, to continue in the 
faid ſeveral Offices reſpectively, until the ſecond Thurfday which ſhall be in 
the Month of Ofober now next coming. And further, We Will, and by 


theſe Preſents for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, Do ordain and grant, That 


the Governor of the ſaid Company for the Time being, ur in his Abſence 
by occaſion of Sickneſs, or otherwife by his Leave or Permiſſion, the 
Deputy-Governor for the Time being, ſhall and may from Time to Time 
upon all Occations, give Order for the aſſembling of the ſaid Company, 
and calling them together to conſult and adviſe of the Buſineſs and Affairs 
of the ſaid Company, and that for ever hereafter, twice in every Year, 
That is to ſay, On every Second Thurſday in OZvber, and on every Second 
Thurſday in May, or oftner in cafe it ſhall be requiſite; the Aſſiſtants, and 
Freemen of the {aid Company, or fuch of them (not exceeding Two Perſons 
from each Place, Town, or City) who fhall be from Time to Time thereunto 
elected or deputed by the major Part of the Freemen of the reſpective 
Towns, Cities, and Places for which they ſhall be elected or deputed, ſhall 
have a General Meeting, or Aſſembly, then and there to conſult and adviſe 


in and about the Affairs and Buſineſs of the ſaid Company: and that the 


Governor, or in his Abſence the Deputy-Governor of the ſaid Company 
for the Time being, and ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and Freemen of the faid 
Company as ſhall be ſo elected or deputed, and be preſent at ſuch Meeting 
or Afembly, or the greateſt Number of them, whereof the Governor or 
Deputy-Governor, and Six of the Aſſiſtants at leaſt, to be Seven, ſhall be 
called the General Aſſembly, and ſhall have full Power and Authority to 
alter and change their Days and Times of Meeting, or General Aſſemblies, 
for electing the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Afﬀiftants, or other 
Officers, or any other Courts, Aſſemblies or Meetings, and to chooſe, no- 
mirate and appoint ſvch and ſo many other Perſons as they ſhall rhink fir, 
and ſhall be willing to accept the ſame, to be Free of the faid Company, 
and Body Politick, and them into the ſame to admit; And to elect and 
conſtitute ſuch Officers as they ſnall think fit and requiſite for the ordering, 
managing and diſpoſing of the Affairs of the ſaid Governor and Company, 
and their Scceſſors: And We do hereby for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, 
eſtabliſn and ordain, That once in the Year for ever hereafter, Namely, the 
faid Second Thurſday 'in May, the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and 
Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, and other Officers of the ſaid Company, or 
ſuch of them as the faid General Aſſembly ſhall think fit, ſhall be in the ſaid 
General Court and Aſſembly to be held from that Day or Time, newly 
choſen” for the Year enſuing, by ſuch greater Part of the faid Company for 
the Time being, then and there preſent; and if the Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, and Aſſiſtants by theſe Preſents appointed, or ſuch as hefeafter 
be newly choſen into rheir Rooms, or any of them, or any other rhe Officers 
co appointed for rhe ſaid Company ſhall die, or be removed from his or 
their ſeveral Offices or Places before the ſaid general Day of Election, 
whom We do hereby declare for any Miſdemeanor or Default, to be re- 
movable by the Governor, Aſſiſtants, and Company, or ſuch greater Part 
of them in any of the ſaid public Courts to be aſſembled, as is ee e 
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then, and in every ſuch Caſe, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the Go- 
vernor, Deputy-Goverpor, and Aſſiſtants, and Company aforeſaid, or ſuch 
greater Part of them ſo to be aſſembled, as is aforeſaid, in any of their 
Aſſemblies, to proceed to a new Election of one or more of their Company, 
in the Room or Place, Rooms or Places of ſuch Governor, Deputy- Governor, 
Aſſiſtant, or other Officer or Officers ſo dying or removed, according to 
their Diſcretions, and immediately upon and after ſuch Election or Electi- 
ons made of ſuch Governor, Deputy- Governor, Aſſiſtant or Aſſiſtants, or 
any other Officer of the ſaid Company, in Manner and Form aforeſaid, the 
Authority, Office and Power before given to the former Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, or other Officer and Officers ſo removed, in whoſe Stead and 
Place new ſhall be choſen, ſhall as to him and them, and every of them 
reſpectively, ceaſe and determine. Provided alſo, And Our Will and 
Pleaſure is, That as well ſuch as are by theſe, Preſents appointed to be the 
preſent Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, 
as thoſe that ſhall ſucceed them, and all other Officers to be appointed and 


* choſen, as aforeſaid, ſhall before they undertake the Execution of their ſaid 


Offices and Places reſpectively, take their ſeveral and reſpective corporal 
Oaths for the due and faithful Performance of their Duties, in their ſeveral 


Former off 
cers power to 


ceaſe, upon 
the choice of 


new ones. 


Offices and Places, before ſuch Peſon or Perſons as are by theſe Preſents 
hereafter :ppointed to take and receive the ſame; That is to ſay, The ſaid Joby 


Winthrop, who is herein before nominated and appointed the preſent Gover- 
nor of the ſaid Company, ſhall take the ſaid Oath before One or more of the 
Maſters of Our Court of Chancery for the Time being, unto which Maffer 
of Chancery, We do by theſe Preſents give full Power and Authority to 
adminiſter the ſaid Oath to the ſaid Fobn Mintbhrop accordingly : And the 
ſaid Jobn Maſon, who is herein before nominated arid appointed the preſent 
Deputy-Governor of the {aid Company, ſhall take the ſai 4 Oath before the 
ſaid John Winthrop, or any To of the. Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, unto 
whom We do by theſe Prefeatk give full Power and Authority to admiailter 
the. ſaid Oath to the ſaid John Maſon accordingly : And the ſaid Samuel 
Wyllys, Henry Clarke, Matthew Allyn, Fohn Tapping, Nathan Gold, Richard 
Treat, Richard: Lord, Henry Wolcott, John Talcoit, Daniel Clarke; John Ogden, 
and Thomas Wells, who are herein before nominated and appointed the pre- 
ſent Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, ſhall take the Oath before the ſaid 
John Winthrop, and John Maſon, or One of them, to whom We do hereby 
give full Power and Authority. to admioiſter the ſame accordingly; And 
Our further Will and Pleaſure is, that all and every Governor, or Deputy- 
Governor to be elected and choſen by Virtue of theſe Preſents, ſhall take the 
faid Oath. before Two or more of the Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company for 
the Time being, unto whom We do by theſe Preſents give full Power and 
Authority to give and adminiſter the faid Oath accordingly; and the faid 
Aſſiſtants, and every of them, and all and every other Officer or Officers ta 
de hereafter choſen from Time to Time, to take the ſaid Oath before the 
Governor, or Deputy-Governor for the Time being, unto which Governor, 
or Deputy-Governor We do by theſe Preſents give full Power and Autho- 
rity to adminiſter the fame accordingly, And. further, Ot Our more ample 
Grace, certain Knowledge, and meer Motion, We have given and granted, 
and by theſe Preſents for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, do give and grant 
unto the ſaid Governor and Company of the Engliſi Colony of Connetticut, 
in Ne- England, in America, and to every Inhabitant there, and to every 
Perſon and Perfony trading thither, and to every fuck Perfon and Perfons 
as are or ſhall be Free of the ſaid Colony, full Fowtr and Authority from 
Time to Time, and at alt Times hereafter, to take Ship, Franſport and 
carry away for and towards the Plantation and Defence of the faid Colony, 
ſuch of Our loving Subjects and Strangers, as ſhall or will willingly accom- 
pany them in, and to their ſaid Colony and Plantation, except ſuch Perſon 
and Perſons as are or ſhalt be therein reſtrained by Us, Our Heirs and 
Succeſſors; and alfo to ſhip and tranſport all, and an Manner of Goods, 


Chattels, Merchandizes, and ather Things whatſotver that are or ſhall be 


be 


uſeful or 2 for che Inhabitants of the ſaid Colony, and _ lawfully 


Governor, D. 
Governor, & 
Aſſiſtants to 

be ſworn to a 
faitliful per- 
ſormance of 

their duty & 
office. 
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The king's 
ſubjects in 
this colony to 
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privileges of 
free and na- 
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Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, of the Duties, Cuſtoms and Subſidies which 
are or ought to be paid or payable for the ſame. And further, Our Will 
and Pleature is, and We do for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, ordain, de- 
clare, and grant unto the ſaid Governor and Company, and their Succeflorsz 
That all, and every the Subjects of Us, Our Heirs, or Succeſſors, which 
ſhall go to inhabit within the ſaid Colony, and every of their Children 
which ſhall happen to be born there, or on the Seas in going thither, or 
returning from chence, ſhall have and enjoy all Liberties and Immunities of 
free and natural Subjects within any the Dominions of Us, Our Heirs or 
Succeſſors, to all Intents, Conſtructions and Purpoſes whatſoever, as if they 
and every of them were born within the Realm of England; And We do 
authoriſe and impower the Governor, or in his Abſence the Deputy - Go- 
vernor for the Time being, to appoint Two or more of the ſaid Aſſiſtants 
at any of their Courts or Aſſemblies to bz held as aforeſaid, to have Power 
and Authority to adminiſter the Oath of Supremacy and Obedience to all 
and every Perſon and Perſons which ſhall at any Time or Times hereafter 
go or pals into the ſaid Colony of ConneFicut, unto which ſaid Aſſiſtants ſo 
to be appointed as aforeſaid, We do by theſe Preſents give full Power and 
Authority to adminiſter the ſaid Oath accordingly. And We do further 
of Our eſpecial Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, give, and 
grant unto the ſaid Governor and Company of the Engliſh Colony of Con- 
nefiicut, in New-England, in America, and their Succeſſors, That it ſhall and 

be lawful to and for the Governor, or Deputy-Governor, and ſuch of 
the Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company for the Time being as ſhall be Aſſem- 
bled in any of the General Courts aforeſaid, or in any Courts to be eſpecially 
ſummoned or aſſembled for that Purpoſe, or the greater part of them, 
whereof the Governor, or Deputy-Governor, and Six of the Aſſiſtants to 
be always Seven, to erect and make fuch Judicatories, for the hearing, 
and determining of all Actions, Cauſes, Matters, and Things happening 
within the {aid Colony, or Plantation, and which ſhall be in Diſpute, and 
Depending there, as they ſhall think Fit, and Convenient, and alſo from 
Time to Time to Make, Ordain, and Eſtabliſh all manner of wholeſome, 
and reaſonable Laws, Statutes, Ordinances, Directions, and Inſtructions, 
not Contrary to the Laws of this Realm of England, as well for ſettling the 
Forms, and Ceremonies of Government, and Magiſtracy, fit and neceſſa- 
ry for the ſaid Plantation, and the Inhabitants there, as for Naming, and 
Stiling all Sorts of Officers, both Superior and Inferior, which they ſhall 
find Needful for the Government, and Plantation of the faid Colony, and. 
the diſtinguiſhing and ſetting forth of the ſeveral Duties, Powers, and 
Limits of every ſuch Office and Place, and the Forms of ſuch Oaths not 
being contrary to the Laws and Statutes of this Our Realm of England, to 


be adminiftred for the Execution of the ſaid ſeveral Offices and Places as 


alſo for the diſpoſing and ordering of the Election of ſuch of the ſaid Of- 
ficers as are to be annually choſen, and of ſuch others,as ſhall ſucceed in 
Caſe of Death or Removal, and adminiſtring the ſaid Oath to the new- 
elected Officers, and granting neceſſary Commiſſions, and for Impoſition 
of lawful Fines, Mulcts, Impriſonment or other Puniſnment upon Offen- 
ders and Delinquents according to the Courſe of other Corporations wich- 
in this our Kingdom of England, and the ſame Laws, Fines, Mulcts and 
Executions, to alter, change, revoke, annul, releaſe, or pardon under their 
Common Seal, as by the ſaid General Aſſembly, or the major Part of them 
ſhall be thought fit, and for the directing, ruling and diſpoſing of all other 
Matters and Things, whereby Our ſaid People Inhabitants there, may be ſo 
religiouſly, peaceably and civilly governed, as their good Life and orderly 
Converſation may win and invite the Natives of the Country to the Know- 
lege and Obedience of the only true GOD, and the Saviour of Mankind, 


and the Chriſtian Faith, which in Our Royal Intentions, and the Adventur- 


Lawd to be 
publiſhed, 


ers free Poſſeſſion, is the only and principal End of this Plantation; willing. 
commanding and requiring, and by theſe Preſents for Us, Our Heirs and 
Succeſſors, ordaining and appointing, that all ſuch Laws, Statutes and Or- 
dinances, Inſtructions, Impolitions and Directions as ſhall be ſo made by the 


SB 


Governor, Deputy. Governor, and Afliſtants as afureſaid, and publiſhed in 


Writing under their Common Seal, ſhall carefully and duly be obſerved, + 


kept, performed, and put in Execution, according to the true Intent and 
Meaning of the ſame, and theſe Our Letters Patents, or the Duplicate, or 
Exemplification thereof, ſhall be to all and every ſuch Officers, Superiors and 
Interiors from Time to Time, for the putting of the ſame Orders, Laws, Sta- 
tutes, Ordinances, Inſtructions, and Directions in due Execution, againſt Us, 


Our Heirs and Succeſſors, a ſuMtcient Warrant and Diſcharge. , And We 


do further for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, give and grant unto the ſaid 
Governor and Company, and their Succeſſors, by theſe Preſents, That it 
ſhall and may be lawful to, and for the Chief Commanders, Governors and 
Officers of the ſaid Company for the Time being, who ſhall be refident in 
the Parts of New-England hereafter mentioned, and others inhabiting there, 
by their Leave, Admittance, Appointment, or Direction, from Time to 
Time, and at all Times hereafter, for their ſpecial Defence -and Safety, to 
Aſſemble, Marcial-Array, and put in warlike Poſture the Inhabitants of 
the ſaid Colony, and to Commiſſionate, Impuwer, and Authorize ſuch Per- 
fon or Perſons as they ſhall think fit, to lead and conduct the ſaid Inha bi- 
tants, and to encounter, expulle, repel and reſiſt by Force of Arms, as 
well by Sea as by Land, and alfo to kill, ſlay, and deſtroy by all fitting 
Ways, Enterprizes, and Means whatſoever, all and every ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons as ſhall at any Time hereafter attempt or enterprize the Deſtruction, 
Invaſion; Detriment, or Annoyance of the ſaid Inhabirants or Plantation, 
and to uſe and exerciſe the Law Martial in ſuch Caſes only as Occaſion 
ſhall require; and to take or ſurprize by all Ways and Means whatſoever, 
all and every ſuch Perſon and Perſons, with their Ships, Armour, Ammu— 
nition and other Goods of ſuch as ſhall in ſuch hoſtile Manner invade or 
attempt the defeating of the ſaid Plantation, or the hurt of the ſaid Com- 
pany and Inhabitants, arid upon juſt Cauſes to invade and deſtroy the Na- 
tives, or other Enemies of the ſaid Colony. Nevertheleſs, Our Will and 
Pleaſure is, and We do hereby declare unto all Chriſtian Kings, Princes, 
and States, that if any Perſons which ſhall hereafter be of the ſaid Company 
or Plantation, or any other by Appointment of the ſaid Governor and 
Company for the Time being, ſhall at any Time or Times hereafter rob or 
Tpoil by Sea or by Land, and do any Hurt, Violence, or unlawful Hoſtility 
to any of the Subjects of Us, Our Heirs or Succeſſors, or any of the Subjects 
of any Prince or State being then ia League with Us, Our Heirs or Succeſſors, 
vpon Complaint of ſuch Injury done to any ſuch Prince or State, or their 
Subjects, We, Our Heirs and Succefſors will make open Proclamation 
within any Parts of Our Realm of Englard fit for that Purpoſe, that the 
Perſon or Perſons committing any ſuch Robbery or Spoil, ſhall within the 
Time limited by fuch Proclamation, make full Reſtitution or Satisfaction 
of all ſuch Injuries done or committed, fo as the faid Prince, or others ſ6 
complaining may be fully ſatisfied and contented ; and if the ſaid Perſon 


or Perſons who ſhall commit any ſuch Robbery or Spoil ſhall not maxe 


Satisfaction accordingly, within ſuch Time fo to be limited, that then it 
ſhall and may be lawful for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, to put ſuch Per- 
ſon or Perſons out of Our Allegiance and Protection; and that it ſhall 
and may be lawful and free for all Princes or others to proſecute with 
- Hoſtility ſuch Offenders, and every of them, their, and every of their 
Procurors, Aiders, Abettors and Counſellors in that Behalf. Provided alſo, 
and Our expreſs Will and Pleaſure is, and We do by theſe Preſents tor 
Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, Ordain and Appoint, that theſe Preſents 
ſhall not in any Manner hinder any of Our loving Subjects whatſoever to 
uſe and exerciſe the Trade of Fiſhing upon the Coaſt of New-England, in 
America, but they and every or any of them ſhall have full and free Power 
and Liberty, to continue, and uſe the ſaid Trade of Fiſhing upon the ſaid 
Coaſt, in any of the Seas thereunto adjoining, or any Arms of the Seas, or 
Salt Water Rivers where they have been accuſtonied to fiſh, and to build 
and ſet up on the waſte Land belonging to the ſaid Colony of Connecticut, 
ſuch Wharves, Stages, and Work-Houſes as ſhall be neceſſary for the ſalting 


Laws to be 
put in Execu- 
tion. 


Power to af. 
ſemble & put 
in warlike 
poſture the 
Inhabitants.” 


To uſe the 
Law Martial, 


His Majeſty”s 
Declaration 
to all Princes 
and States, a- 
gainſt ſuch as 
{hall rob or 
ſpoil by Sea 
or Land. 


Liberty re- 
ſerved for all 
his Majeſty's 
ſu">jects to fiſh 
upon the coaſt 


To build 
Wharves, &c. 


upon waſte 
Lands Q 
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Grant of the 
lands within 
the limits ex- 
preſſed to the 
governor and 
company, 
with the com- 
modities 
thereof, &c. 


1 
To be held in 


free and com- 


mon ſoccage. 


The patent 
to have the 
moſt favora- 
ble conftruc- 
tion for the 
beneſit of the 
govrnor and 
company, 


— 


10 


drying, and keeping of their Fiſh to be taken; or gotten upon that Coalt, 


any Thing in theſe Preſents contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. And 
Know Ye further, That We, of Our abundant Grace, certain Knowledge, 
and mere Motion, have given, granted, and confirmed, and by theſe Pre- 
ſents for Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, do give, grant and confirm unto the 
ſaid Governor and Company, and their Succeſſors, all that Part of Our 
Dominions in New. England in America, bounded on the Eaſt by Narraganſet- 
River, commonly called Narraganſet- Bay, where the ſaid River falleth into 
the Sea; and on the North by the Line of the Maſſachuſetts-Plantation , and 
an the South by the Sea; and in Longitude as the Line of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Colony, running from Eaſt to Weſt, That is to ſay, From the ſaid Narragan- 


ſel- Bay on the Eaſt, to the South Sea on the Weſt Part, with the lands there- 


unto adjoining, together with all firm Lands, Soils, Grounds, Havens, Ports, 


Rivers, W:ters, Fiſhings, Mines, Minerals, precious Stones, Quarries, and 


all and fingular other Commodities, Juriſdictjons, Royalties, Privileges, 
Franchiſes, Preheminences, and Hereditaments whatſoever, within the ſaid 
Tract, Bounds, Lands, and Iſlands aforeſaid, or to them or any of them 
belonging. To have and to hold the ſame unto the ſaid Governor and Com- 
Ben their Succeſſors and Aſſigns for ever, upon Truſt, and for the Uſe and 


Benefit of Themſelves and their Aſſociates, Freemen of the ſaid Colony, 


their Heirs and Aſſigns, to be holden of Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, as 
of Our Manor of Eaſt Greentich, in free and common Soccage, and not in 
Capite, nor by Knights Service, yielding and paying therefore to Us, Our 
Heirs and Succeſſors, only the Fifth Part of all the Ore of Gold and Silver 


- which from Time to Time, and at all Times hereafter, ſhall be there gotten, 


had, or obtained, in Lieu of all Services, Duties and Nemands whatſoever, 
to be to Us, our Heirs, or Succeſſors therefore, or thereout rendered, made, 
or paid. And laſtly, We do for Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, grant to the 
ſaid Governor and Company, and their Succeſſors, by theſe Preſents, That 
theſe Our Letters Patents, ſhall be firm, good and effectual in the Law, to 
all Intents, Conſtructions, and Purpoſes whatſoever, according to Our true 
Intent and Meaning herein before declared, as ſhall be conſtrued, reputed 
and adjudged moſt, favourable on the Behalf, and for the beſt Benefit, and 
Behoof of the ſaid Governor and Company, and their Succeſſors, although 
expreſs Mention, of the true Yearly Value or Certainty of the Premi'es. or 
of any of them, or of any other Gifts or Grants by Us, or by any of Our 
Progenitors, or Predeceſſors, heretofore made to the ſaid Governor and 
Company of the Engliſh Colony of Connecticut, in New-England, in America, 


aforeſaid, in theſe Preſents is not made, or any Statute, Act, Ordinance, 


Proviſion, Proclamation, or Reſtriction heretofore had, made, enatted, 
ordained, or provided, or any other Matter, Cauſe, or Thing whatſoever, 
to the contrary, thereof, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. In Witneſs whereof, 
We have cauſed theſe Our Letters to be made Patents. Witneſs Ourſelf 
at Weſtminſter, the Three and Twentieth Day of April, in the Fourteenth 
Year of our Reign. | | * 


By Writ of Privy Seal, 
HOWARD: 
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UNITED STATE 8. 


WE the People of the United States, in 
order to form a more perfect Union, eſta- 
bliſh juſtice, inſure domeſtic tranquility, pe. 
provide for the common defence, promote 
the general welfare, and ſecure the bleſ- 
ſings of liberty to ourſelves and our poſ- 
terity, do ordain and eſtabliſh this Con- 
ſtitution for the United Statesof America. 
den ih r 1 „ 1 
delt. 1. 


LL legiflative powers herein granted ſhall be veſted in a Supreme 
| Congreſs of the United States, which ſhall conſiſt of a powers where 
Senate and Houſe of Repreſentatives. * 5 veſted. 

Sect. 2. The Houſe of Repreſentatives ſhall be compoſed of members * 
choſen every ſecond year by the people of the ſeveral ſtates, and the elec- 1 4 
tors in each ſtate ſhall have the qualifications requiſite for electors of the — choſen. 
moſt numerous branch of the ſtate legiſlature. We WH AN 

No perſon ſhall be a repreſentative who ſhall not have attained to the 
age of twenty-five years, and been ſeven years a citizen of the United Their qualifi- 
States, and who ſhall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that tate in ens. 
which he ſhall be choſen. . . 

Repreſentatives and direct taxes ſhall be apportioned among the ſeve- Rule of apor- 
tal ſtates which may be included within this Union, according to their tioning Re- 
reſpective numbers, which ſhall be determined by adding to the whole preſentatives 
number of free perſons, including thoſe bound to ſervice for atermofthree & direct taxes 
years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other perſons, 

The actual enumeration ſhall be made within three years after the firſt 

meeting of the Congreſs of the United States, and within every ſubſe- 

quent term of ten years, in ſuch manner as they ſhall by law direct. The 
number of repreſentatives ſhall not exceed one for every thirty thouſand, 
but each ſtate ſhall have at leaſt one repreſentative ; and until ſuch enu- 


Number of 


1 | R {i P 
meration ſhall be made, the ſtate of New-Hampſhire ſhall be entitled 3 
to chuſe three, Maſſachuſetts eight, Rhode Iſland and Providence Planta- 


tions 


tives. 


ES 7 


— .. —— ED — a 


tions one, Connecticut five, New-York fix, New-Jerſey four, Pennſyl- 
vania eight, Delaware one, Maryland fix, Virginia ten, North-Carolina 
five, South-Carolina five, A Dennis three. 
When vacancies happen in the repreſentation from any ſtate, the Exe. 
cutive authority thereof ſhall iſſue writs of election to fill ſuch vacancies, 
The Houſe of Repreſentatives ſhall chuſe their Speaker and other offi- 
cers; and ſhall have the ſole power of impeachment. -— 1 Þ 
Senate how Sect. 3. The Senate of the United States ſhall be compoſed” of two 
choſen, &c. ſenators from each ſtate, choſen by the legiſlature thereof, for fix years; 
and each ſenator ſhall have one vote. | 
Immediately after they ſhall be aſſembled in conſequence of the firſt 
election, they ſhall be divided as equally as may be into three claſſes. 
Rotation of The ſeats of the ſenators of the firſt claſs ſhall be vacated at the expira- 
. tion of the ſecond year, of the ſecond claſs at the expiration of the fourth 
year, and of the third claſs at the expiration of the ſixth year, ſo that one- 
third may be choſen every ſecond year; and if vacancies happen by feſig- 
nation, or otherwiſe, during the receſs of the legiſlature of any ſtate, the 
Executive thereof may make temporary appointments until the next 


meeting of the legiſlature, which ſhall then fill ſuch vacancies. 
No perſon ſhall be a ſenator who ſhall not have attained to the age of 


Vacancies 
how filled. 


3 thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of the United States, and who 

| ſhall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that ſtate for which he ſhall be 

choſen. eh eee | k : 3 | 

Preſident o The Vice-Preſident of the United States ſhall be Preſident of the ſe- 
ſenate. nate, but ſhall have no vote, unleſs they be equally divided. 


: The Senate ſhall chuſe their other officers, and alſo a Prefident pro 
Their powers ;gpore, in the abſence of the Vice-Preſident, or when he ſhall exerciſe the 
office of Preſident of the United State. or 
The Senate ſhall have the ſole power to try all impeachments. When 
\ fitting for that purpoſe, they ſhall be on oath or affirmation, When the 
Prefident of the United States is tried, the Chief Juſtice ſhall prefide : 
And no perſon ſhall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds 
of the members preſent, . 1 | 43 
0 Judgment in caſes of impeachments ſhall not extend further than to re- 
Ju ou o moval from office, and diſqualification to hold and enjoy any office of 
peachment | f 
not to extend, honor, truſt or profit under the United States; but the party convicted 
&c. ſhnall nevertheleſs be liable and ſubject to indictment, trial, judgment and 
puniſhment, according to law. | . | 
Sect. 4. The times, places and manner of holding elections for ſena- 
now tors and repreſentatives, ſhall be preſcribed in each ſtate by the legiſlature 
thereof : but the Congreſs may at any time by law make or alter ſuch re- 
gulations, except as to the places of chuſing Senators. 
Cingrel The Congreſs ſhall aſſemble at leaſt once in every year, and ſuch meet- 
when to af. 11g ſhall be on the firſt Monday in December, unleſs they ſhall by law 
ſemble. appoint a different day. | 
1 Sect. 5. Each houſe ſhall be the judge of the elections, returns and 
Privileges of qualifications of its own members, and à majority of each ſhall conſtitute a 
ach Houſe. quorum to do buſineſs; but a ſmaller number may adjourn from day to 
day, and may be authoriſed to compel the attendance of abſent members, 
in ſuch manner, and under ſuch penalties as each houſe may provide. 
Each houſe may determine the rules of its proceedings, puniſh its 
members for diſorderly behaviour, and with the concourrence of two- 
thirds, expel a member. 5 "x 
A journal ro ach houſe ſhall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to 
journal to . ; . | a . 2 2 
be kept. time publiſh the ſame, excepting ſuch parts as may in their judgment 
require ſecrecy ; and the yeas and nays of the members of either houſe 
on any queſtion ſhall, at the deſire of one-fifth of thoſe preſent, be entered 
on the journal. | | 1 Fe 
Neither houſe, during the ſeſſion of Congreſs, ſhall without the con- 
Adjournment, fent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, not to any other place 
than that in which the two houſes ſhall be ſitting. ' Sect. 6. 


Elections 
regalated. 


— 


— 


Bert. 6; iThe feriators and repreſentatives ſhall receive a* con 


' preſentatives ; but the ſenate may propoſe or concur with amendments as 
on other bills. 


with his objections to that houſe in which it ſhall have originated, who 


the United States : 


(CK 2) - 


mpenſation 

for their ſervices, to be aſcertained by law, and paid out of the treaſury of Wages bow 
the United States · They ſhall in all caſes, except treaſon, felony. and certained. 
breach of peace, be privileged from arreſt during their attendance at the dom 
ſeſſion of their reſpective houles, and in going to and returning from the from arreſts, 
ſame; and for any ſpeech or debate in either houſe, they ſhall not be queſ- &c. 


tioned in any other place. 
. . No ſenator or repreſentative ſhall, during the time for which he was Senators and 
elected, be appointed to any civil office under the authority of the Unit- ä 
ed States, which ſhall have been created, or the emoluments whereof ſhall bie to civil of. 
have been encreaſed during ſuch time; and no perſon holding any office fices. * 
under the United States, ſhall be a member of either houſe during his 

continuance in office. | 


Sect. 7. All bills for raifing revenue ſhall originate in the houſe of re- Money bills. 


_ Every bill which ſhall have paſſed the houſe of repreſentatives and the , to be 
ſenate, ſhall; before it become a law, be prſented to the prefident of the — . 10 
United States; if he approve he ſhall ſign it, but if not he ſhall return it, the Prefident. 
ſnall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to recon- 
ſider it. If after ſuch reconſideration two-thirds of that houſe ſhall agree 
to paſs the bill, it ſhall be ſent, together with the objections, to the other 
houſe, by which it ſhall likewiſe be reconſidered, and if approved by 
two-thirds of that houſe, it ſhall become a law. But in all ſuch caſes the 
votes of both houſes ſhall be determined by yeas and nays, and the.names 
of the perſons voting for and againſt the bill ſhall be entered on the journal 
of each houſe reſpectively. If any bill ſhall not be returned by the Preſi- 
dent within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it ſhall have been preſented 
to him, the ſame ſhall be a law, in like manner as if he had figned it, un- a | 
leſs the Congreſs by their adjournment prevent its return, in which caſe it | 
ſhall not be a la. ; | | | 

Every order, reſolution; or vote to which the concurrence of the Senate 

and Houſe of Repreſentatives may be neceſſary (except on a queſtion of 
adjournment) ſhall be preſented to the Prefident of the United States 
and before the ſame ſhall take effect, ſhall be approved by him, or, being 
diſapproved by him, ſhall be re- paſſed by two-thirds of the Senate and 
Houle of Repreſentatives, according to the rules and limitations preſcrib- 
ed in the caſe of a bill. | | 

Sect. 8. The Congreſs ſhall have power | 
To lay and collect taxes, duties, impoſts and exciſes, to pay the debts powers of 

and provide for the common defence and general welfare of the United Congreſs. 

States ; but all duties, impoſts and exciſes ſhall be uniform throughout 


To borrow money on the credit of the United States : 


To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the ſeveral 
ſtates, and with the Indian tribes : 


Io eſtabliſh an uniform rule of naturalizations, and uniform laws on | 


the ſubject of bankruptcies throughout the United States: 


Io coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and | 
fix the ſtandard of weights and meaſures : | 


To provide for the puniſhment of counterfeiting the ſecurities and cur- 
rent coin of the United States : * Od 
To eſtabliſh poſt-offices and poſt- roads: 


| 
| 
To promote the progreſs of ſcience and uſeful arts, by ſecuring for li 
limited times to authors and inventors the excluſive right to their reſpec- ' 
tive writings and diſcoveries ; en 
To conſtitute tribunals inferior to the ſupreme court: 


To define and puniſh piracies and felonies committed on the high ſeas, 
and offences againſt the law of nations: $ To 


- 
- - — 


Importation 
of {ſlaves how 
regulated, 


Limitations 
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To declare war, grant letters of marque and repriſal, and make rules 
concerning captures on land and water: | 9, 

To raiſe and ſupport armies, but no appropriation of money to that uſe 
ſhall be for a longer term than two years : N obe 
To provide and maintain a navy: | | SE; 
. To make rules for the government and regulation ef the land of navat 
orces : | Far 
To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laus of the Uni- 

on, ſuppreſs inſurrections and repel invaſions: | 279225 
To provide for organizing, arming, and diſciplining the militia, and 
for governing ſuch part of them as may be employed in the ſervice of the 
United States, reſerving to the States reſpectively, the appointment of 
the officers, and the authority of training the militia according to the diſ- 
ctpline preſcribed by Congreſs : . EN. Le 

Fo exerciſe excluſive legiſlation in all caſes whatſoever, over ſuch diſtrict 
(not exceeding ten miles ſquare) as may, by ceſſion of particular ſtates, 
and the acceptance of Congreſs, become the ſeat of the government of the 
United States, and to-exerciſe like authority over all places purchaſed by 
the conſent of the legiſlature of the ſtate in which the ſame ſhall be, for 
the erection of forts, magazines, arſenals, dock-yards, and other needful 
buildings: And | * | 

To make all laws which ſhall be neceſſary and proper for carrying into 
execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers veſted by this con- 
ſtitution in the government of the United States, or in any department 
or office thereof, 888 e 1 

Sect. 9. The migration or importation of fach perſons as any of the 
ſtates now exiſting ſhall think proper to admit, ſhall not be prohibited by 
the Congreſs prior to the year one thoufand eight hundred and eight, 
but a tax or duty may be impoſed on ſuch importation, not exceeding ten 
dollars for each perſon. 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus ſhall not be ſuſpended, unleſs 
when in caſes of rebellion or invaſion the public ſafety may require it. 

No bill of attainder or ex poſt facto law ſhall be paſſed. 

No capitation, or other direct tax ſhall be laid, unleſs in proportion to 
the cenſus or inumeration herein before directed to be taken. 

No tax or duty ſhall be laid on articles exported from any ſtate. No 
preference ſhall be given by any regulation of commerce or revenue to the 
ports of one ſtate over thoſe of another: nor ſhall veſſels bound to, or 
from, one ſtate, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another. 

No money ſhall be drawn from the treaſury, but in conſequence of ap- 
propriations made by law; and a regular ſtatement and account of the 


| receipts and expenditures of all public money ſhall be publiſhed from time 


Limitations 
of the powers 
of the ſtates 
in certain 
caſes. 


to time. 0 | 
No title of nobility ſhall be granted by the United States: And no 
perſon holding any office of profit or truſt under them, ſhall without the 
conſent of the Congreſs, accept of any preſent, emolument, office, or title, 
of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign ſtate. | 
Se. 10. No ſtate ſnall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; 
grant letters of marque or repriſal; coin money; emit bills of credit; 


make any thing but gold and filver coin a tender in payment of debts ; 


paſs any bill of attainder, ex poſt facto law, or law impairing the obligation 
of contracts, or grant any title of nobility, 
No ſtate ſhall, without the conſent of the Congreſs, lay any impoſts or 
duties on imports or exports, except what may be abſolutely neceſſary for 
executing its inſpection laws ; and the neat produce of all duties and im- 
paſts; laid by any ſtate on imports or exports, ſhall be for the uſe of the 
treaſury of the United States; and all ſuch laws ſhall be ſubject to the 
reviſion and control of the Congreſs.” No ſtate ſhall, without the eon- 
ſent of Congreſs, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or ſhips of war in 
time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another 3 
| wit 


(1. 3) 


with a foreign power, or engage in war, unleis actually invaded, or in ſuch 
imminent danger as will not admit of delay. 
Aa -T1 C44; Bib q 
Se. 1. The executive power ſhall be veſted. in a Preſident of the Executive 


United States of America. He ſhall hold his office during the term of 297 where 


veſted. 


four years, and, together with the Vice-Preſident, choſen for the fame 
term, be elected as follows !:— - _. 8g. 
Each ftate ſhall appoint, in ſuch manner as the legiſlature thereof may Electors of 
direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole number of ſenators and Preſident. 
repreſentatives to which the ſtate may be entitled in the Congreſs: But 
no ſenator or repreſentative, or perſon holding an office of truſt or profit 
under the United States, ſhall be appointed an elector. | 
The electors ſhall meet in their reſpective ſtates, and vote by ballot 


for two perſons, of whom one at leaſt ſhall not be an inhabitant of the Preſident and 


{ame ſtate with themſelves. And they ſhall make a lift of all the pe 1328 


dent how cha- 


ſons voted for, and of the number of votes for each; which liſt they ſhall ſen. 


fign and certify, and tranſmit ſealed to the ſeat of the government of the 


United States, directed to the Preſident of the Senate. The Prefident of 
the Senate ſhall, in the preſence of the Senate and Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives, open all the certificates, and the votes ſhall then be counted. The 


perion having the greateſt number of votes ſhall be the Preſident, if ſuch 
number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and if 
there be more than one who have ſuch majority, and have an equal num- 
ber of votes, then the Houſe of Repreſentatives ſhall immediately chuſe 
by ballot one of them for Preſident ; and if no perſon have a majority, 
then from the five higheſt on the liſt the ſaid Houſe ſhall in like manner 
chuſe the Preſident. But in chufing the Preſident, the votes ſhall be taken 
by ſtates, the repreſentation from each ſtate having one vote; a quorum 
for this purpoſe ſhall conſiſt of a member or members from two thirds of 


the ſtates, and a majority of all the ſtates ſhall be neceſſary to a choice. 
In every caſe, after the choice of the Preſident, the perſon having the 
greateſt number of votes of the electors ſhall be the Vice-Preſident. But 
if there ſhould remain two or more who have equal votes, the Senate ſhall 
chuſe from them by ballot the Vice-Preſident. Sig 

The Congreſs may determine the time of chuſing the electors, and the 
day on which they ſhall give their votes; which day ſhall be the ſame 
throughout the United States. | 


No perſon except a natural born citizen, oracitizenofthe United States, Who may be 


at the time of the adoption of this conſtitution, ſhall be eligible to the Cones Pre 
office of Prefident ; neither ſhall any perſon be eligible to that office who . 

ſhall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen 

years a reſident within the United States. 

In caſe of the removal of the Preſident from office, or of his death, re- In apſence ol 
ſignation, or inability to diſcharge the powers and duties of the ſaid office, Preſident, 
the ſame ſhall devolve on the Vice-Preſident, and the Congreſs may Vice-Preii- 
by law provide for the caſe of removal, death, reſignation, or inability, dent to act. 
both of the Preſident and Vice-Prefident, declaring what officer ſhall then 
act as Preſident, and ſuch officer ſhall act accordingly, until the diſability 


be removed, or a Preſident ſhall be elected. 


The Preſident ſhall, at ſtated times, receive for his ſervices, a compenſa- 8 
tion, which ſhall neither be encreaſed nor diminiſhed during the period Heaps ? 
for which he ſhall have been elected, and he ſhall not receive within that 
period any other emolument from the United States, or any of them. 

Before he enters on the execution of his office, he ſhall take the fol- 
lowing oath or affirmation : a 

I do ſolemnly ſwear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office His oath. 
« of Prefident of the United States, and will to the beſt of my ability, 
< preſerve, protect and defend the conſtitution of the United States.“ 

Se. 2. The Preſident ſhall be commander in chief of the army and 


navy of the United States, and of the militia of tho ſeveral ſtates, when His power. 


ME called 


* 


*x2SD.. 
— 


. 


His duty. 


Om̃cers im- 
peachable. 


Judicial pow- 


5 
called into the actual ſervice of the United States; he may require the 


opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive de- 
partments, upon any ſubject relating to the duties of their reſpective of- 
fices, and he ſhall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offences 
againſt the United States, except in caſes of impeachment. | 
He ſhall have power, by and with the advice and conſent of the Senate; 
to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators preſent concur ; and 


he ſhall nominate, and by and with the advice and conſent of the Senate, 


ſhall appoint ambaſſadors, other public miniſters and conſuls, judges of 
the ſupreme court, and all other officers of the United States, whoſe ap- 
pointments are not herein otherwiſe provided for, and which ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed by law. But the Congreſs may by law veſt the appointment 
of ſuch inferior officers, as they think proper in the Preſident alone, in the 
courts of law, or in the heads of departments. | 

The Preſident ſhall have power to fill up all vacancies that may hap- 
pen during the receſs of the Senate, by granting commiſſions which ſhall 
expire at the end of their next ſeſſion. 

Sect. 3. He ſhall from time to time give the Congreſs information of. 
the ſtate ofthe Union, and recommend to their conſideration ſuch meaſures 
as he ſhall judge neceſſary and expedient ; he may, on extraordinary oc- 
caſions, convene both houſes, or either of them, and in caſe of diſagree- 
ment between them, with reſpect to the time of adjournment, he may ad- 
journ them to ſuch time as he ſhall think proper ; he ſhall receive. am- 
baſſadors and other public miniſters ; he ſhall take care that the laws be 


faithfully executed, and ſhall commiſſion all the officers of the UnitedStates. 


Sect. 4. The Preſident Vice-Preſident and all civil officers of the Unit- 
ed States ſhall be removed from office on impeachment for, and convicti- 
on of, treaſon, bribery, or other high crimes and miſdemeanors. | 

| . | | 

Sect. 1. The judicial power of the United States, ſhall be veſted in one 


er how veſted ſupreme court, and in ſuch inferior courts as the Congreſs may from time 


Juriſdiction 
courts. 


\ 


Trial to be 
by jury ex- 
eept, &C. 


Treaſon de- 


nned. 


Puniſhment 
of it limited. 


to time ordain and eſtabliſh, The judges; both of the ſupreme and in- 
ferior court, ſhall hold their offices during good behaviour, and ſhall at 
ſtated times, receive for their ſervices, a compenſation, which ſhall not be 
diminiſhed during their continuance in office. 

Sect. 2. The judicial power ſhall extend to all cafes, in law and equity; 
ariſing under this conſtitution, the laws of the United States, and treaties 
made, or which ſkall be made, under their authority; to all caſes affecting 
ambaſſadors, other public miniſters and conſuls; to all caſes of admiralty 
and maritime juriſdiction ; to controverſies to which the United States 
ſhall be a party; to controverſies between two or more ſtates, between a 
ſtate and citizens of another ſtate, between citizens of different ſtates, 
between citizens of the ſame ſtate claiming lands under grants of different 
ſtates, and between a ſtate, or the citizens thereof, and foreign ſtates, citi- 
zens or ſubjects. 80 | 3 } 

In all caſes affecting ambaſſadors, other public miniſters and conſuls, 
and thoſe in which a ſtate ſhall be a party, the ſupreme court ſhall have 
original juriſdiction, In all the other caſes before mentioned, the ſupreme 
court ſhall have appelate juriſdiction, both as to law and fact, with ſuch 


_ exceptions, and under ſuch regulations as the Congreſs ſhall make. 


The trial of all crimes, except in caſes of impeachment, ſhall be by jury; 
and ſuch trial ſhall be held in the ſtate where the ſaid crimes ſhall have 
been committed ; but when not committed within any ſtate, the trial ſhall 
be at ſuch place or places as the Congreſs may by law have directed. 
Sect. 3. Treaſon againſt the United States, ſhall conſiſt only in levying 
war againſt them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and com- 
fort. No perſon ſhall be convicted of treaſon unleſs on the teſtimony of 


two witneſſes to the ſame overt act, or on confeſſion in open court. 


The Congreſs ſhall, have power to deelare the puniſhment of treaſon, 
but no attainder of treaſon ſhall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, 


except curing the life of the perſon attainted, ARTICLE 


hb 
D 
State records 


$23. 1. Full faith and credit ſhall be given in each ſtate to the public to be teſimo- 
acts, records and judicial proceedings of every other ſtate. And the Con- ny. 
greſs may by general laws preſcribe the manner in which ſuch acts, records 
and proceedings ſhall be proved, and the effect thereof. 6) 4 
Se. 2. The citizens of each ſtate ſhall be entitled to all privileges and , 9 eit 
immunities of citizens in the ſeveral ſtates. 
A perſon charged in any ſtate with treaſon, felony, or other crime, who Criminals to 
ſhall flee from juſtice, and be found in another ſtate, ſhall, on demand of be ſurrender- 
the executive authority of the ſtate from which he fled, be delivered up, ed. 
to be removed to the ſtate having juriſdiction of the erime. | 91 ha 
No perſon held to ſervice or labour in one ſtate, under the laws thereof, | 3 = 
eſcaping into another, ſhall, in conſequence of any law or regulation there- claim. 
in, be diſcharged from ſuch ſervice or labour, but ſhall be delivered up 
on claim of the party to whom ſuch ſervice or labour may be due. 
| Sect. 3. New ſtates may be admitted by the Congreſs into this Union; New ftates to 


but no new ſtate ſhall be formed or erected within the juriſdiction of any — 


other ſtate; nor any ſtate be formed by the junction of two or more ſtates, 
or parts of ſtates, without the conſent of the legiſlatures of the ſtates 
concerned as well as of the Congreſss. | | "ou 

The Congreſs ſhall have power to diſpoſe of and make all need ful rules public lands 
and regulations reſpecting the territory or other property belonging to in Congrels. - 

the United States; and nothing in this conſtitution ſhall beſo nd as 
to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any particular ſtate. 

Sect. 4. The United States ſhall guarantee to every tate in this Union State govern- 
a Republican form of Government, and ſhall protect each of them againſt Men. * 5427” 
invaſion ; and on application of the legiſlature, or of the executive (when 
the legiſlature cannot be convened) againſt domeſtic violence. 
| Ao rw be be br B- | 

The Congreſs, whenever two-thirds of both Houſes ſhall deem it ne- Amendments 
ceſſary, ſhall propoſe amendments to this conſtitution, or, on the applica- how to be 
tion of the legiſlatures of two-thirds of the ſeveral Sates, ſhall call a con- made. 
vention for propoſing amendments, which, in either caſe, ſhall be valid to 
all intents and purpoſes, as part of this conſtitution, when ratified by the 
legiſlatures of three-fourths of the ſeveral ſtates, or by conventions in 
three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be 
propoſed by the Congreſs : Provided, that no amendnient which may be 
made prior to the year one thouſand eight hundred and eight ſhall in any 
manner effect the firſt and fourth clauſes in the ninth ſection of the firſt 
article; and that no ſtate, without its conſent, ſhall be deprived of its e- 
qual ſuffrage in the Senate. | 

; ee e e . 

All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the adopti- Old debts 
on of this conſtitution, ſhall be as valid againſt the United States under valid. 
this conſtitution, as under the confederation. FEY 

This Conſtitution, and the laws of the United States which ſhall be g 
made in purſuance thereof; and all treaties made, or which ſhall be made, Lon of 2 
under the authority of the United States, ſhall be the ſupreme law of 1 | 
the land; and the judges in every ſtate ſhall be bound thereby, any thing 
in the conſtitution or Taws of any ſtate to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

The ſenators and repreſentatives before mentioned, and the members Civil officers 
of the ſeveral tate legiſlatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both to take an 
of the United States and of the ſeveral ſtates, ſhall be bound by oath or bath. 
affirmation, to ſupport this conſtitution ; but no religious teſt ſhall ever be No religious 
required as a qualification to any office or public truſt under the UnitedStates, teft. 


„„ 3:34 -k --& Ih 


The ratification of the conventions of nine ſtates, ſhall be ſufficient for Ratification 
the eſtabliſhment ofthis conſtitutionbetween the ſtates ſoratifying the ſame. 


DONE 


T3] 


DONE in Convention, by the unanimous conſent of the States preſent, 
the ſeventeenth day of September, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty-ſeven, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the twelfth. In witneſs whereof we have 
hereunto ſubſcribed our Names. ay 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Preſident, 
And Deputy from Virginia. LITE Pe ry fo ts 
New-Hampſhire, John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman.—Meſachuſetts, Na- 
thaniel Gorham, Rufus . Ponte William Samuel Johnſon, 

Roger Sherman.-—New-York, Alexander Hamilton.— Vew-Jerſey, Wil- 

liam Livingſton, David Brearly, William Patterſon, Jonathan Dayton.— 

Pennſfylvama, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Mifflin, Robert Morris, George 

Clymer, Thomas Fitzſimons, Jared Ingerſoll, James Wilſon, Gouverneur 

Morris. Delaware, George Read, Gunning Bedford jun. John Dickin- 

ſon, Richard Baſſett, Jacob Broom. Maryland, James M' Henry, Daniel 

of St. Thomas Jenifer, Daniel Carrol.—Yirgizia, John Blair, James Ma- 
diſon, jun. North. Carolina, William Blount, Richard Dobbs Spaight, 

Hugh Williamſon.—South-Carolina, John Rutledge, Charles Coteſworth 

Pinckney, Charles Pinckney, Pierce Butler, —Georgia, William Few, 

Abraham Baldwin. 

Atteſt. WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary. 
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IN CONVENTION. 
Monday, September, 17, 1787. 
P. RE S E N T, 

The States of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, Connecticut, Mr. Hamilton from New- 
York, New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, and Georgia, 

RESOLVED, | 

THAT the preceeding Conſtitution be laid before the United States in Congreſs aſ- 
ſembled, and that it is the opinion of this Convention, that it ſhould afterwards be ſub- 
mitted to a Convention of Delegates, choſen in each ſtate by the people thereof, under 
the recommendation of its legiſlature, for their aſſent and ratification ; and that each 
Convention aſſenting to, and ratifying the ſame, ſhould give notice thereof to the United 
States in Congreſs aſſembled. 

RESOLVED, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that as ſoon as the Conventions 
of nine ſtates ſhall have ratified this Conſtitation, the United States in Congreſs aſſembled 
ſhuuld fix a day on which electors ſhould be appointed by the ſtates, which ſhall have ra- 
tified the ſame, and a day on which the electors ſhould aſſemble to vote for the Preſident, 
and the time and 2 for commencing proceedings under this Conſtitution. That after 
ſuch publication the electors ſhould be appointed, and the ſenators and repreſentatives 
elected: That the electors ſnould meet on the day fixed for the election of the Preſident, 
and ſhould tranſmit their votes certified, ſigned, ſealed and directed, as the Conſtitution 
requires, to the ſecretary of the Unĩted States in Congreſs aſſembled, that the ſenators and 
repreſentatives ſhould convene at the time and place aſſigned ; that the ſenators ſhould ap- 
point a preſident of the ſeaate, for the ſole purpoſe of receiving, opening and counting 
the votes for Preſident ; and that after he ſhall be choſen, the Congreſs, together with 
the Preſident, ſhould, without delay, proceed to execute this conſtitution. | 

By the unanimous Order of the Convention. 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, Preſideut. 
WILLIAM JACK S ON, Secretary. | att 
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In the Name of the PEOPLE of the State of Connecticut. 
WE tbe Delegates of the People of ſaid State, in General Convention aſſembled, par- 


_ tuanttoan Act of the Legiſlature in October laſt, have aſſented to and ratified, and by 


:heſe rang do aſſent to, ratify and adopt the Conſtitution, reported by the Convention 
of Delegates in Philadelphia on the 17th day of September, A. D, 1787, for the United 
States of America. | 
DONE in Convention, this -=_ day of January, A. D. 1788. In witneſs whereof we 
have hereunto ſet our hands. | | 
(Here follow the Names of the Signers.) 
STATE OF HART FORD, January gib, Anno Domini 1788. 
ConNEC1licuT, /. — | h 
THF foregoing Ratification was agreed to, and figned as above, by One Hundred and Twenty- 
Eight, and d:ffented 10 by Forty Delegates in Convention, which is a Majority of Eighty -Eight- 
C95 Certified by | WATTHEW GRISWOLD, PRTSID NI. 
Teſt, JEDEDIAH STRONG, Secretary. | 
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ACTS AND LAWS, 
Paſſed by the GENERAL ASSGEMBIL x 
of the State of CONNECTICUT. 


— 4 n 


An Act containing an Abſtract and Declaration of the 
Rights and Privileges of the People of this State, 
and ſecuring the ſame. 
PHE People of this State, being by the Providence of God, free and indepen- 
” dent, bave the ſole and excluſive Right of governing themſelves as à free, 
ſovereign, and independent State; and baving from their Anceſtors derived a 
free and excellent Conſtitution of Government, whereby the Legiſlature depends 
en the free and annual Elefion of the People, they have the beſt Security for the 
Preſervation of their civil and religious Rights and Liberties. And foraſmuch 
&s the free Fruition of ſuch Liberties and Privileges as Humanity, Civility and 


Chriſtianity call for, as is due to every Man in his Place aud Proportion, with: 


out Impeachment and Infringemeut, bath ever been, and will be the Tranguility 
and Stability of Churches and Commonwealths ; and the Denial thereof, the 
Diſturbance, if not the Ruin of both. | 
i enatlad and declared by the Governor, Council, and Repreſenta- 
tives, in General Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, 
That the ancient Form of Civil Government, contained in the 


by the People of this State, ſhall be and remain the Civil Con- 
ſtitution of this State, under the ſole Authority of the People thereof, in- 
dependent of any King or Prince whatever. And that this Republic is, 
and ſhall forever be and remain, a free, ſovereign and independent State, 
by the Name of the STATE or CONNECTICUT. 


And be it further enafed and declared by the Authority aforeſaid, That nn 
Man's Lite ſhall be taken away: No Man's Honor or good Name ſhall 
be ſtained : No Man's Perſon ſhall be arreſted, reſtrained, baniſhed, diſ- 
membered, nor any Ways puniſhed : No Man ſhall be deprived of his Wife 
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Charter from Charles the Second, King of England, and adopted 
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Preamble, 
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Abatement and Amendment of Writs, _ 


i. 


or Children : No Man's Goods or Eſtate ſhall be taken away from him, 
nor any Ways indamaged under the Colour of Law, or Countenance of 


* 


Authority; unleſs clearly warranted by the Laws of this State. 


Equal juſtice 
to be admi- 
niſtred, 


No perſon to 
be impriſon- 
ed without 
law and 
bailable in 
all caſes, ex- 
cept, &c. 


Writs abat- 
ed, and a- 
mendable on 
payment of 
colts, 


No writ a- 
bateable for 
circumſtanti- 
al error. 


Death of the 
party ſhall 
not abate the 
writ, in caſe 
originally 
roſecutavle 
y or againſt - 


the execu- ,- 


tors, &c. 


That all the free Inhabitants of this or any other of the United States of 
America, and Foreigners in Amity with this State, ſhall enjoy the ſame Juſ- 
tice and Law within this State, which 1s general for the State, in all Caſes 


proper for the Cognizance of the Civil Authority and Court of Judicature 
within the ſame, and that without Partiality or Delay. 


And that no Man's Perſon ſhall be reſtrained, or impriſoned, by any 
Authority whatſvever, before the Law hath ſentenced him thereunto, if he 
can and will give ſufficient Security, Bail, or Mainprize for his Appearance 
and good Behaviour in the mean Time, unleſs it be for Capital Crimes, 


Contempt in open Court, or in ſuch Caſes wherein ſome expreſs Law doth 
allow of, or order the ſame. | 5 


— 
— 


An Act relating to the Abatement and Amendment of 
Writs, reverſal of Judgments, &c. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when any Plea ſhall be 
made in Abatement of any Writ or Proceſs, before the Superior or County. 
Court, or before any Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, that if it be ruled 
in Favour of the Defendant, the Plaintiff ſhall have Liberty to amend that 
Defect, on his paying down to the Defendant his Coſts to that Time; and 
then to proceed as he might have done if no ſuch Defe& had been: And 
in Caſe the Defendant appeal from a Judgment given on Pleas of Abatement 
and ſhall not make good his Plea, by the Judgment of that Court to which 
he appeals, Coſts ſhall by ſuch Court be awarded againſt him, however the 
Caſe ſhall finally iſſue, and Execution granted for the ſame. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Writ, Plead- 
ing, Judgment, or any Kind of Proceeding in Court or Courſe of Juſtice, 
ſhall be abated, ſuſpended or reverſed for any Kind of circumſtantial Errors, 
Miſtakes ot Defects, if the Perſon and the Cauſe may be thereby rightly 
underſtood and intended by the Court. "> 


And be it further enalted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when any Action 
being commenced ſhall be depending in any of the Superior or County 
Courts in this State, and the Plaintiff in ſuch Action ſhall afterward, and 
before final Judgment thereon die, the ſame ſhall not abate if the Action 
might originally be proſecuted by his Executor or Adminiſtrator, but in 
ſuch Caſe the Executors or Adminiſtrators may enter, if they ſee Cauſe, and 
proſecute the ſame. And if the Defendant in any Action die, after the 
ſame is commenced and depending as aforeſaid, and before final Judgmert, 
then the ſame ſhall not abate, if ſuch Action might be originally proſecuted 
againſt his Executors or Adminiſtrators, and the Plaintiff, or the Execu- 
tor or Adminiſtrator of ſuch Plaintiff may in fuch Caſe, have a Scire Facias 
againſt the Executors or Adminiſtrators of ſuch deceafed Defendant, to 
ſhew Cauſe why Judgment ſhall not be rendered againſt them; which 
being duly ſerved, at leaſt twelve Days before the Court, to which the 


ſame is returnable, and returned, the Action ſhall proceed to final Iſſue 
according to Law. | | 


And be it further enacted, That if in any Aion commenced, there be 
two or more Plaintiffs or Defendants, and one or more of them die, pend- 
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ing the Suit, if the Cauſe of Action ſurvive to the ſurviving Plaintiff or 
Plaintiffs, or againſt the ſurviving Defendant or Defendants, the Writ or 


Action ſhall not abate ; but ſuch Death being ſuggeſted upon the Record, 
the Action ſhall proceed. _ 


— 


An Act relating to the Age, Ability and Capacity of 
Perſons. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Perſons of the Age 


of Twenty-one Years, of right Underſtanding and Memory, whether ex- 
communicated or other, (not otherwiſe legally incapable) ſhall have full 


Power, Authority and Liberty to make their Wills and Teſtaments, and 
all other lawful Alienations of their Lands and other Eſtates; and to give 
their Vote, Verdict or Sentence in any Matter or Cauſe. And all ſuch 
Perſons of the Age of Seventeen Years, ſhall have Power and Authority to 
diſpoſe of their perſonal Eſtate, by Will or Teſtament. And the A 
for chooſing Guardians, ſhall be fourteen Years for Male, and twelve 
Years for female Children. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That ſuch Perſons as are condemned to Death, the 
Charges of their Proſecution, Impriſonment and Execution being firſt 


— 


— 
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ties, &c. 
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ge for chooſing 


guardians. 


Proviſo. 


anſwered and paid out of their Eſtate, the Remainder thereof ſhall be diſ-) 


poſed of accord ing to Law. 

And in order to avoid Perpetuities, it is hereby provided, That no Eſtate, 
either in Fee-Simple, Fee-Tail, or, any leſſer Eſtate, (hall be given by Deed 
or Will to any Perſon or Perſons but ſuch as are in Being, or to the im- 
mediate Iſſue or Deſcendants of ſuch as are in Being at the Time of makin 
ſuch Deed or Will. And that all Eſtates given in Tail, ſhall be and re- 


main an abſolute Eſtate in Fee-Simple, to the Iſſue of the firſt Donee in 
Tail. ä 


An Act for the directing and regulating of Civil Actions. 


DOE it enafed by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the ordinary Proceſs 

in Civil Actions in this State, ſhall be a Summons or an Attachment, 
fairly written, ſigned by a Magiſtrate, Juſtice of the Peace, or Clerk of the 
Court, mentioning the Court, the Time and Place of Appearance therein 
aiſo containing a Declaration of the Subſtance of the Action: Which At- 
tachments may be granted againſt the Goods or Chattels of the Defendant ; 


-and for want of them, the Lands or Perſon of the Defendant may be 


attached : Provided the Plaintiff when he prays out an Attachment, gives 


| ſufficient Security to proſecute his Action to Effect, and anſwer all Da- 


mages in Caſe he make not his Plea good. And like Security ſhall be 
given by ſome ſubſtantial Inhabitant of this State, on granting a Summon, 
when the Plaintiff is not an Inhabitant of this State; or if it ſhall appear 
to the Authority ſigning the ſame, that the Plaintiff is unable to pay the 
Coſt of Proſecution, if recovered againſt him. And all Writs and Proceſſes 
ſhall be directed to the Sheriff, his Deputy, or ſome Conſtable, it ſuch 
Officer can be had without great Charge or Inconvenience : And in every 
Caſe wherein the Authority ſigning a Writ ſhall find it neceſſary to direct 
the ſame to an Indifferent Perſon, ſuch Authority ſhall inſert the Name of 
the Indifferent Perſon in the Direction of the Writ, and the Reaſon of 
ſuch Direction; and if any Writ be otherwiſe directed, it ſhall abate. 
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Provided nevertheleſs, Nothing herein ſhall extend to affe&t Summons's 
Proviſo. for Witneſſes, Warrants to Collectors of Rates, or Warrants granted by 
Military Officers. 
And that no Perſon ſhall be required to make Anſwer in any Civil 
Action, real, perſonal or mixt, except the Writ or Proceſs, if returnable 
- — to the Superior or County Court, hath been ſerved upon him at leaſt 
county courts twelve Days incluſive, before the Day of the Courr's fitting : or if return- 
6 days before able to an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice, the ſame hath been ſerved ſix Days incluſive, 
| Juſticescourt. as aforeſaid : Which Service ſhall be, if a Summons, by reading the ſame 
in the Hearing of the Defendant or Defendants, or leaving an atteſted Copy 
thereof at the Place or Places of his or their uſual Abode : But if an 
Attachment, the Service ſhall be the attaching the Defendant or Defen- 
dants Eſtate or Perſon, and giving him Notice by reading the Writ to him 
or within his hearing, or by leaving an atteſted Copy thereof at the Place 
of his uſual Abode, if that be within this State : And that all ſuch Writs as 
are made returnable to the: County Courts, ſhall be returned to the Clerks 
of ſaid Courts on the Day before the fitting of ſuch County Courts, and 
not afterwards, That in caſe any Proceſs be duly ſerved on any Defendant 
or Defendants, and return thereof made to the Court to which the ſame 
is made returnable, then if ſuch Defendant or Defendants do not appear, 
his or their Default ſhall be recorded, and Judgment entered up againſt 
him or them thereupen ; unleſs he or they ſhall come into Court, on or 
before the ſecond Dzy of the ſitting of ſaid Court, and move for a Trial, 
in which Caſe he or they ſhall be admitted thereto, upon paying {down 
to the adverſe Party the Coſts to that Time; and the Plaintiff ſhall pay 
for entering the Action a-new. 
But if the Party againſt whom Suit is brought, is not an Inhabitant or a 
Perſons out of Sqourner in this State, or is abſent out of the ſame at the Time of com- 
the ſtate atthe mencing ſuch Suit, and doth not return before the firſt Day of the Court's 
commence- fitting, the Judges of the Court where ſuch Suit is brought, ſhall con- 
ment of the . tinue the Action to the next Court; and if the Defendant doth not then 
— "nos appear, (by himſelf or Attorney) and be fo remote that the Noyice of 
return before ſuch Suit depending, could not probably be conveyed to him during the 
the fitting of Vacancy, the Judges at ſuch next Court may further continue the Action 
OT to the Court thence next following, and no longer ; but may enter up 
continued æc. Judgment on Default after ſuch Continuance or Continuances : And in 
ſuch Caſes where Judgment ſhall be entered up by Default after ſuch 
Continuances as aforeſaid, Execution ſhall be ſtayed and not iſſue forth 
thereon until the Plantiff ſhall have given or lodged with the Clerk, a Bond 
with one or more ſufficient Sureties to the adverſe Party, in double the 
Value of the Eſtate or Sum recovered by ſuch Judgment, to make Reſti- 
tution, and to refund and pay back ſuch Sum as ſhall be given in Debt 
or Damage, or ſo much as ſhall be recovered upon a Suit therefor ; to 
be brought within twelve Months next after entering up the firſt Judg- 
ment : It upon ſuch Suit the Judgment ſhall be reverſed, annulled or 
altered, the Security aforeſaid to be no farther anſwerable than for the 
Recovery that ſhall be made upon ſuch Suit to be had within twelve 
Months, as aforeſaid. 
Provided alſo, That no real Eſtate taken in Execution, granted upon 
ſuch firſt Judgment, ſhall be alienated or paſſed away, until after the Ex- 
an ae of the ſaid twelve Months, or after a new Trial had on a Suit 
brought within the Space of twelve Months for the obtaining of Reſti- 
In actions on tution, as aforeſaid. x — 
joint con- That in Actions on joint Securities, or Contracts, when all the Defend- 
tracts, ſervice ants are not Inhabitants ot this State, the Service of the Procefs on ſuch 
on thoſewith- of the Defendants as are Inhabitants of this State (if any) ſhall be ſufficient 
in the State, Notice to maintain the Suit againſt all the Defendants. And if any ſuch 
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Defendant on whom the Proceſs was not ſerved is aggrieved by the Judg- 
ment, he may be relieved by Audita Querela. | 


Be it further enadted by the Authority aforeſaid, That any Perſon who 
hath entered an Action to be tried in any Court, being called three Times 


(after twelve of the Clock on the firſt Day of the Court's ſitting) ſhall 
not appear, either by himſelf or Attorney, to proſecute his Action, he 
rges to the Defendant, and 
for the Entry of the Action, as if the ſame had been proſecuted in ſuch 
Court. And that the Plaintiff in all Actions brought to any Court, ſhall 
have Liberty to withdraw his Action, or to non-ſuit himſelf, before the 
Jury have given in their Verdict: In which Caſe he ſhall pay full Coſts 
to the Defendant ; and may afterwards renew his Suit at another Court; 


the former Withdraw or Non-ſuit being firſt recorded. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Suits brought 
for the Trial of the Title of Land, or wherein the Title of Land is con- 
cerned, ſhall be tried in the ſame County where the Land lies, or Facts 
are done concerning which the Title of Land may be in Queſtion. And 
that all other Actions that may be brought before the Superior or Coun 


Courts, ſhall be brought and tried in that County where the Plaintiff or 


Defendant dwells, if they or either of them are Inhabitants within this 
State. And that all Suits and Proſecutions cognizable before an Aſſiſtan 
or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall be made and proſecuted before ſuch Autho- 
rity in thoſe Towns only where the Plaintiff or Defendant dwells ; unleſs 
there be no Authority which may lawfully try the Cauſe in either of ſaid 
Towns : In which Caſe the Plaintiff may bring his Suit before an Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice of the Peace in one of the next adjoining Towns to the Place of 


his Abode. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Cauſes 
wherein the Title of Land is not concerned, and wherein the Debt, Treſ- 
paſs, Damage, or other Matter in Demand, doth not exceed Four Pounds, 
or if the Action be on Bond or Note given for the Payment of Mon 
or Bills of Credit only, vouched by two Witneſſes, when the Sum demanded 
does not exceed Ten Pounds, ſhall and may be heard and determined b 
any one Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace; whe are hereby reſpectively 
empowered to hear and determine the ſame, by their Diſcretion and accor- 
ding to Law, and award Execution thereon. 


Always provided, That where the Sum demanded ſhall exceed the Sum 


of Forty Shillings, an Appeal ſhall be allowed to the next County Court, 


except in Actions brought on Notes of Hand or Bond, vouched by two 
Witneſſes as aforeſaid, in which Caſe no Appeal ſhall be allowed. 

And all Actions that ſhall be tried before the Superior or Coun 
Courts, when Iflue is joined on any Matter of Fact, ſhall be tried by a 


Jury of twelve Men of the Neighbourhood, qualified, impannelled, and 


- ſworn according to Law, who ſhall find the Matter in Iſſue, with the Debt 


or Damages, and Coſt according to Law and their Evidence ; and the 
Judges ſhall make up and declare the Sentence thereon : And every Caſe 
wherein the Parties ſhall join in Demurer in Law, ſhall be heard and 
determined by the Judges ; and if there be any Matter of apparent Equity, 
as upon the Forfeiture of a Bond or Obligation, or Breach of Covenant 
without Damage, or the like, the Judges ſhall determine ſuch Matter of 
Equity: And if upon a Bond with Conditions, the Breach of which may 
happen at ſeveral Times, a Suit be brought on the firſt Breach of ſuch 
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Condition, the Court upon the Forfeiture of ſuch Bond, found on Trial, 
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Proviſo that 
the parties 
may agree to 
put the matter 
of fact to the 
court to de- 
termine. 


Scire facias 
on the farther 
breach of a 


bond, &c. 


proceed to conſider what is due in Equity on ſuch Bond at that Time, 
and enter up Judgment for the ſame, with Coſts, and award Execution 
thereon. _ 5 7 

Provided nevertheleſs, That in all Actions which may be brought or. 
come before the ſaid Superior or County Courts in due Courſe of Law, 
wherein the Parties ſhall join Iſſue on any Matter of Fact, and agree and 
do put themſelves on the Court for Trial of ſuch Iſſue; the Judges of 
ſaid reſpeCive Courts, having Juriſdiction of ſuch Action or Actions, may 
and ſhall proceed to hear and try the ſame without a Jury, and to award 
Damages and Coſts, and grant Execution chereon; any Thing before to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. | 

And upon any further or other Breach, or Neglect of Performance of 

any other Particular in the Condition annexed to, or indorſed on faid 
Bund, the Obligee, his Executors or Adminiſtrators, may take out a 
Scire Facias againſt the Obligor, his Heirs, Executors or Adminiſtrators, 


from the Clerk of that Court in which Judgment was given, to ſhew 


Cauſe why Execution ſhall not be awarded for the Money then due, or 
Damages then ſuſtained : And the Court ſhall proceed to make up Judg- 
ment for what ſhall appear in Equity to be then due, with additional 


. Coſts, and award Execution thereon ; and ſo from Time to Time till all 
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the Particulars mentioned in ſuch Condition are performed and compleared. 

And the Judges ſhall alſo determine Matters of Law, ſtated and referred 
to them by the Jury in their ſpecial Verdicts; which Verdicts the Jury in 
all Caſes wherein Matters of Law ate to them ſo obſcure that they cannot 
clearly and ſafely give a poſitive Verdict, ſhall have Liberty to give a 
ſpecial Verdict therein; finding and preſenting the Facts, and thereon 
ſtating and putting the Queſtion in Law, viz. If the Law be fo in ſuch a 
Point, then we find for the Plaintiff ; but if the Law be otherwiſe, then 
we find for the Defendant.“ 


And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Judges of 


the Court ſhall have Liberty, if they judge the Jury have not attended 


the Evidence given in, and the true Iſſue of the Caſe in their Verdict, to 
cauſe them to return to a ſecond Conſideration of the Caſe, and ſhall for 
the like Reaſon have Power to return them to a third Conſideration, and 
no more. And when the Court have committed any Caſe to the Con- 
ſideration of the Jury, the Jury ſhall be confined under the Cuſtody of 
an Officer appointed by the Court, until they are agreed on a Verdict: 
And the Court may ſet 4 ſuitable Fine, not exceeding Twenty Sbillings, 
upon ſuch Officer or Juryman as ſhall be diſorderly, or negle&, or refule, 
due Attendance of their Duties reſpectively, during their attending the 


Court. 


And that when the Parties have made their. Pleas in any Court and 
given their Evidences, and the Caſe is committed to the Jury, there ſhall be 
no after Pleas, Arguments, Evidences or Teſtimonies, heard or received in 


ſuch Caſes, before the Jury have returned their Verdict into Court, and 
the ſame is recorded, | 


And be it further enatied by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Superior 
and County Courts in this State, ſhall and may from Time to Time, as 
Occaſion ſhall require, and as ſhall by them be judged reafonable and 
proper, grant new Trials of Cauſes that ſhall come before them for miſ- 
pleading, or diſcovery of new Evidence, or for other reaſonable Cauſe 
appearing, according to the common and uſual Rules and Methods in 


ſuch Caſes. 
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That all Actions wherein the Matter in Demand does not exceed the 
Value of Twenty Pounds lawtul Money; and all Actions brought on Bond 
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Execution granted accordingly, 
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or Note, given for the Payment of Money, or Bills of Credit only, vouch- 
ed by two Witneſſes (except ſuch Matters as by Virtue of this Act may be 
tried by an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace) ſhall be heard and finally 


determined by the County Courr. | 


That in any Action brought to, heard and tried by any County Court, 


Queſtion, or wherein the Value of the 
Debt, Damage or Matter in Diſpute ſhall exceed the Value of Twenty Pounds, 


wherein the Title of Land is in 


(except it be on Bond or Note vouched by two Witneſſes) if either Party 
ſhall be aggrieved by the Sentence or Judgment of ſuch Court therein, an 


Appeal ſhall be allowed. to the next Superior Court to be holden in the 


ſame County. Provided that ſuch Appeal be entered during the Time 
of the fitting of the Court from which the Appeal ſhall' be made; and 


ſiufficient Bond with Surety be given by the Party appealing, to proſecute 
ſuch Appeal to Effect, and anſwer all Damage in Caſe he make not his 


Plea good. | 5 CEE 
And all Bonds for Proſecution in Civil Cauſes, ſhall be made payable 
to the adverſe Party. And all Appeals to the Superior Court, ſhall be. 
entered before the ſecond opening of ſuch Court, and not after ; unleſs 
the Appellant ſhall pay to the Appellee all his Coſt in ſuch Caſe ariſen to 
that Time, (which ſhall not be refunded however the Cauſe may finally 
iſſue); which Coſt being taxed and paid, the Action may be entered by 
the Appellant, before the Jury attending ſuch. Court are diſmiſſed, and 
not after: And if the Appellant do not enter ſuch Appeal, before the Jury 
are diſmiſſed, the Appellee may enter the ſame, and have the Judgment 
of the County Court in the Caſe affirmed with the additional Coſt, and 
That in all Actions brought by any Perſon who is not an Inhabitant 
of this State, to any Court in this State, the Clerk of ſuch Court ſhall 
enter in the Record of the Cauſe, the Name of the Attorney by whom ſuch 
Stranger appeared; which Record, or an atteſted Copy thereof, ſnall be 
good Evidence in Law, that ſuch Attorney, was the lawful Attorney for 
ſaid Stranger. | | 1 
That no Coſt ſhall be allowed for Travel to get a Writ, or for carry ing 
it to an Officer. DHS BE: 5 . 
And be it further enafied by the Authority aforeſaid, That when any Aſſiſ- 
tant or Juſtice of the Peace hath given Judgment in any Caſe, and before 
the ſame is ſatisfied or Execution granted thereon, ſhall be removed by 
Death or otherwiſe; the Party in-whoſe Favour ſuch Judgment was given, 
may bring an Action of Debt for the Recovery of the Sum due thereon, 
at any Time within five Years after ſuch Removal; which Action may be 


brought before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, if the Debt or Damage 


recovered and due doth not exceed Ten Pounds; and the original Record 
or a Copy thereof atteſted by the Perſon who gave the Judgment, or any 


Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall be ſufficient Evidence of ſuch Judg- 


ment; in which Caſe no Appeal ſhall be allowed. 


That in any Action wherein Bond for Proſecution is not given at the 
' Commencement thereof, the Court, Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace before 


whom the ſame is brought, ſhall on Motion of the Defendant, and ſatisfae- 
tory Proof that the Plaintiff is unable to pay a Bill of Coſt, if recovered 
againſt him, order the Plaintiff to give Bond with ſuffictent Surety, to pro- 
ſecute his Action to Effect, and pay all Damage in Caſe he make not his 
Plea. good, before proceeding to Trial of the ſame ; and if the Plaintiff re- 
fuſe or neglect to give ſuch Security, his Action ſhall be non-ſuit. 


And for preventing trivial and vexatious. Sus 
Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, .'That in Actions of Tref- 
paſs, Aſſault and Battery, and Treſpaſs upon the Caſe which ſhall 28 
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after commenced or proſecuted in any County or Superior Court in this 
State, (except only where the Title, or Inheritance, or Intereſt of Lands 
or freehold Eſtate is the principal Matter in Queſtion on the Trial of ſuch 
Caſe) if the Damage is therein found, by Verdict of a Jury or otherways, to 
be under Forty Shillings tawful Money, the Plaiatiff ſhall recover no more 
Coſts than Damages; any Law, Uſage or Cuſtom to the contrary notwith- 
ſtanding. 
Provided nevertheleſs, That when the Defendant in any of the Actions 
aforeſaid, ſhall remove ſuch Action by Appeal from an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice 
of the Peace, to the County Court, or from the County Court to the Su- 
perior Court, the Plaintiff on his recovering final Judgment againſt the 
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Defendant ſhall recover his full Coſts of Suit; any Thing in this Act to 


the contrary notwithſtanding, 
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An Act againſt, and for the Puniſhment of Adultery. 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whoſoever ſhall com- 

mit Adultery with a married Woman, and be thereof convicted before the 
Superior Court, both of them ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed, by Whipping on 
the naked Body, and ſtigmatized, or burnt on the Forehead with the Let- 
ter A, on a hot Iron: And each of them ſhall wear a Halter about their 


| Necks, on the outſide of their Garments, during their Abode in this State, 


ſo as it may be viſible : And as often as either of them (hall be found with- 
out their Halters, worn as aforeſaid, they ſhall, upon Information and 
Proof of the ſame, made before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, be by 
him ordered to be whipt, not exceeding thirty Stripes. | 
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An Act relating to Alarms, 


at. a0 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
B aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Perſon or Per- 
ſons in this State, (without juſt and neceſſary Occaſion ſo to do) ſhall cauſe 
any Alarm, by firing any Gun or Guns, or otherwiſe, in any Town or Plan- 
ration in this State, at any Time between the ſhutting in of the Evening, 
and break of Day, and ſhall thereof be legally convicted, ſhall each of thera 
pay a Fine of Four Pounds to the public Treaſurer of the County where 
ſuch Conviction ſhall be made; or ſuffer two Months Impriſonment. 

Provided, The Delinquency be complained of, and proſecuted withia 
ſix Months after the ſame is committed. 


An Act for the more eaſy and effectually finiſhing of 


DE 4 nadie by the Governor, Council, and NRrpreſentatives, in General Court 

aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Merchants and 
others deſiring to end any Controverſy (for which they have no other Reme- 
dy but a perfonal Action, or Suit in Equity) by Arbitration, may agree that 
their Submiſſion of the Suit to the Award or Umpirage of any Perfons, 
ſhall be made a Rule of any of the Superior or County Courts, which the 
Parties ſhall chooſe, and may inſert ſuch their Agreement in their Submiſſi- 
on, or the Condition of the Bond, or Promiſe ; and on producing an Affida- 
vit of ſueh Agreement, and upon reading, and filing the ſame in the Court 
ob | ; a ſo 
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ſo choſen, the ſame may be entered of Record in ſuch Court, and a Rule of 
Court ſhall be thereupon made that the Parties ſhall ſubmit to, and finally 
be concluded by ſuch Arbitration, or Umpirage, and on the Award of ſuch 
Arbitrators being returned into the Court fo choſen, in Caſe of Diſobedience 


of either Parties, the ſaid Court may grant Execution to levy, and collect 
the Sum awarded by ſaid Arbitrators, with Coft. 


And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Merchant, 
or other Perſon deſiring to end any Controverſy, as aforeſaid, by Arbitrati- 


on, ſhall perſonally appear before any Superior, or County Court, and ac- 


knowledge before ſuch Court, that they have mutually agreed to refer all 
their matters of Difference, or any particular Thing to the Arbitrement of 
certain Perſons by them agreed on, naming the Perſons ſo choſen, and deſi- 
ring the ſame may be made a Rule of Court ; the ſame may be entered of 
Record : And a Rule of Court ſhall be thereupon made that the Parties 
ſhall ſubmit to, and finally be concluded by ſuch Arbitration, or Umpi- 
rage, and on the Award of ſuch Arbitrators being returned into the Court 
ſo choſen, in Caſe of Diſobedience of either Party thereto, the ſaid Court 


may grant Execution in due Form of Law, and levy and collect the Sum, fo 
awarded, to be paid with Coſt, * 8 


And beit further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when any perſo- 


nal Action ſhall be commenced, the Parties in ſuch Action deſiring to refer 
the ſame, on each Party's chooſing a Man, the Court may appoint a Third, 
whoſe Award being by ſaid Referrees, or any two of them made, and re- 
turned into ſuch Court, and by them accepted, ſhall be a final End of ſuch 


Controverſy, and the ſaid Court ſhall grant Execution thereon according to 
the Award of ſuch Referrees, with Coſt. | | 


— 


— 
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An Act concerning Arreſts and Impriſonment. 


E it Enafed by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Man's Perſon 
ſhall be arreſted and impriſoned for an 
ſufficient Means of Satisfaction can otherwiſe lawfully be found, from his 
Eſtate, to be ſhewn and preſented by him; but it no ſuch Satisfaction can 
be found, his Perſon may be arreſted and imprifoned : Where he ſhall 
be kept at his own Charge, 'till Satisfaction be made; unleſs the Court that 
hath Cognizance of the Cauſe, ſhall otherwiſe determine and order. | 
Provided nevertheleſs, That no Perſon or Perſons for the non-payment 
of Rates, Fines, Debts, or for any Crime or Offence, ſhall be committed to 
Priſon, without a Mittimus granted and ſigned by Civil Authority; decla- 
ring the Cauſe and Ground of his Commitment, requiring the Goaler, 
Maſter, or Keeper of the Priſon to receive and keep ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
within the Priſon, until diſcharged according to Law : Unleſs where any 


proper Officer for want of Eſtate, ſeize the Body or Bodies of any Perſon 


or Perſons by Execution or Diſtreſs, or Warrant for Fines or Rates, and 
commit him or them to Priſon ; in which Caſe a Cop 
or Diſtreſs, atteſted and ſigned by ſuch Officer, and delivered to the 
Goaler, Maſter, or Keeper of the Priſon, ſhall be a ſufficient Warrant or 
Order for him to receive ſuch Perſon or Perſons ; and him-or them to 
hold in ſafe Cuſtody 'till delivered by Law. 

And if no other Means can be found to pay the Debt for which ſuch 
Debtor is impriſoned, the Debtor ſhall ſatisfy the ſame by Service, if the 


© Creditor deſire it, and the Court ſball judge it reaſonable ; in which Caſe the 
Superior or County Court ſhall have Power to order and diſpoſe of ſuch 
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Provided always, That no Court in this State ſhall, in any Civil Caſe, 
aſſign or diſpoſe of any Perſon in Service, until ſuch Court is ſatisfied 
by the Oath of the Parties or othet ways, that ſuch Debtor hath not Eſtate 
ſufficient to pay the Debt for which he is holden by Execution, except 
ſuch Neceſſaries as are by Law exempted from being taken by Execution; 
and the Debt for which he is holden is really and bena fide due, on good 
Conſideration. | 
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An Act concerning Attachments. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when any Eſtate 
real or perſonal, is attached by Virtue of a Writ of Attachment in any 
Civil Action, the Officer who ſerves the fame, ſhall leave with the Perſon 
whoſe Eſtate is ſo attached, or at the Place of his uſual Abode, if within 
this State, a true and atteſted Copy of the Writ, and of his Return, 
deſcribing the Eſtate by him attached, thereon. And when any real 
Eſtate is taken, the Officer ſerving the Wric, ſhall leave a true and aiteſted 
Copy thereof, and a Deſcription of the Eſtate taken, at the Town Clerk's 
Office, in the Town where the Eſtate lies; and until the Service is fo 
compleated, the Eſtate ſv attached, ſhall not be held by ſuch Attachment, 
againſt any other Creditor or bona fide Purchaſer, unleſs ſuch Copy is left 
in Service, within ſeven Days next after attaching the Eſtate, and before 
the Time limited by Law for the Service of ſuch Writ 1s expired. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Eſtate attach- 
ed as aforeſaid, ſhall be held ro reſpond the Judgment obtained by the 
Plaintiff at whoſe Suit the ſame is attached, either againſt the Debtor, or 
any other Creditor, unleſs ſuch Judgment Creditor take out Execution 
on ſuch Judgment, and have the ſame levied on Goods or perſonal Eſtate, 
within ſixty Days after final Judgment, or on real Eſtate, and the ſame have 
appraiſed and recorded within four Months after ſuch Judgment obtain- 
ed: or if faid Goods or Eſtate are incumbered by any prior Attach- 
ment, the Execution be levied as aforeſaid within the reſpective Times 
aforeſaid, after ſuch Incumbrance is removed, | 

And that when the Body of any Perſon is attached, and for want of 
Bail is committed to Priſon, the Perſon ſo committed ſhall not be holden 
in Priſon by Virtue of ſuch Attachment, for a longer Time than five Days 
after the riſing of the Court in which final Judgment in ſuch Caſe ſhall 
be rendered: And in Caſe no Execution ſhall be taken out upon ſuch 
Judgment, and levied upon the Perſon of ſuch impriſoned Debtor, within 
five Days as aforeſaid, the Keeper of the Goal, upon his Fees being paid, 
may not hold ſuch Priſoner any longer by Virtue of ſaid Commitment; 
any Law, Uſage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


{This Act was paſſed in October, One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy.) 
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An Act for the Appointment and regulating A ttornies. 


For the well. ordering Proceedings and Pleas at the Bar : 

Z it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 

| aſſembled, and by the Authority of the-ſame, That the County Courts 
in the teſpective Counties in this State, ſhall appoinr, and they are hereby 
x a impowered 
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impowered to approve of, nominate and appoint Attornies in their reſpec- 
tive Counties, as there ſhall be occaſion, to plead at the Bar: Which 
Attornies ſhall, before ſuch Court, take the Oath by Law provided for 
Attornies : The Adminiſtration and taking of which Oath, together with 
the ſaid Appointment, ſhall be regiſtered by the Clerk of the ſaid Court 
and be a ſufficient Evidence of his Admiſſion as an Attorney at the Bar. 

And that no Perſon (except in his own Caſe) ſhall be admitted to make 
any Plea at the Bar in any Court, but ſuch as are allowed and qualified 
Attornies, aforeſaid. - + | 

And whoſoever ſhall tranſgreſs the Rules of Pleading, appointed by any 
Court, ſhall be liable to ſuffer ſuch Fine for every ſuch Offence, as the ſaid 
Court ſhall impoſe ; not exceeding the Sum of Five Shillings. | 

And that in all Actions wherein the Title of Land is not concerned, 
and the Demand is not above Ten Pounds, there ſhall be allowed but one 
Attorney on a Side, to plead at the Bar: But in all other Caſes there ſhall 
be allowed to each Party two Attornies to plead at the Bar; and no 
more. 

And the Fees of ſuch Attornies ſhall be as ſtated in the Table of 
Fees : And the Party that ſhall recover Judgment, ſhall have his Attor- 
18 according to the above Regulation, allowed as Part of Coſt of 
Trial. SE. 8 
« And it is further enacted by the Authority aftreſaid, That in each County 
in this State, there ſhall be one State Attorney, who ſhall proſecute, manage 
and plead in the County where ſuch Attorney is appointed, in all Matters 
proper for, and in behalf of the State. Which Attornies ſhall alſo be 
appointed by the reſpective County Courts. | 

And that the ſeveral Attornies, who ſhall be allowed and appointed as 
aforeſaid, ſhall from Time to Time, be under the Directions of the Courts 
before whom they plead ; who upon juſt Reaſon, ſhall and may diſplace, 


and wholly ſuſpend any of ſaid Attornies, or fine them, as is before in 
this Act provided. | 
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An Act relating to Auditors and Actions of Account. 


E it enadted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when any Defendant 

in any Action of Account, depending in any Superior or County Court in 
this State, ſhall plead in his Defence any Plea (which being true he ought 
not to account), it ſhall be tried by a Jury, if either Party deſire it: And 


in Caſe the Iſſue be found againſt the Defendant by the Jury or otherwiſe, 


the Court ſhall enter Judgment againſt him that he ſhall account: And 


thereupon ſhall appoint three able, judicious and diſintereſted Men, Au- 
ditors in ſuch Caſe ; who ſhall be ſworn to hear, examine and adjuſt the 


Account or Accounts: And the Auditors appointed as aforeſaid, are hereby 


authorized and impowered to appoint Time and Place tor the hearing and 


adjuſting the Accounts aforeſaid, 


And upon the Defendant's Refuſal (due Notice being given him of the 
Time and Place appointed) to attend upon them and produce his Accounts, 
the Auditors ſhall award to the Plaintiff the Whole of his Demand ; and 
upon the Parties producing to them their Accounts, the Auditors ſhall 
have Power to adminiſter an Oath unto them to anſwer to ſuch Interroga- 
tories as they ſhall think proper, reſpecting their Accounts: And upofi 
either of the Parties Refuſal to take ſuch Oath, or to anſwer directly to 
ſuch Interrogatories, it ſhall: be in the Power of the Auditors to commit 


the Party ſo refuſing to (aol ; there to remain at his own Charge, until 
he will account or anſwer as atoreſaid. 
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And when the Auditors have adjuſted the Accounts, er awarded as 
aforeſaid, and returned the fame to the Court, (either at the ſame Seſſion 
or the next) that final Judgment ſhall be made up for the Recovery of 
the Sum awarded and the Coſts, together with ſuch reaſonable Cofts for 
the Service of the Auditors, as the Court ſhall award ; which ſhall be by 
the Party in whoſe Favour the Cauſe is determined, then paid down to 
the Auditors; and ſhall be allowed him in his Bill of Coſts. 


And be it further enafted, That in all Actions brought on Book 
Accounts, if the Account be alledged to be above Five Pounds, the like 
Method may be taken in appointing Auditors for the Adjuſtment of the 
Accounts between the Parties; and whoſoever ſhall be awarded by them 


to be in Arrears, the Court ſhall enter up Judgment for the ſame, with 
additional Coſts as aforeſaid. | 


And be it further enabled by the Authority aforeſaid, That Executors who 
are alſo reſiduary Legatees, when all or any Part of their Legacies are 
with-holden from them by their Co-executors, may bring their Action of 
Account againſt their Co-executors for the Recovery thereof : And the like 
Action is alſo hereby allowed to reſiduary Legatees againſt Executors. 

That when two or more Perſons have and hold any Eſtate or Intereſt, 
in Common, as Joint-Tenants, Tenants in Common, or Co-parceners, and 
one or more of the Owners of ſuch Common-Intereſt, ſhall take, receive, 
uſe, or take Benefit of, ſuch Common Intereſt in greater Proportion than 
his or their Intereſt in the principal Eſtate, ſuch Owner or Owners, his 
or their Executors and Adminiftrators, fhall be liable to render his or 
their reaſonable Account, for ſuch his or their taking, uſe and profit of 
ſuch Common-Intereſt and Eſtate, to his or their Fellow-Commoner or 
Commoners, jointly or ſeverally; and that ſuch their Fellow-Commoner 
or Commoners, or any or either of them, their Executors or Adminiſtra- 
ters, may and are hereby enabled to have his or their Action of Account 
againſt ſuch Receiver or Receivers, or either of them, as their Bailiffs for 
receiving more than their Part or Proportion as aforeſaid, | 

And no Appeal ſhall be allowed from any Judgment given on an 
Award of Auditors. 


MS 


An Act for regulating and auditing the public Ac- 
counts. 


FOR preventing Inconveniences in the public Accounts, and that no Arrears in 
the State's Accounts be ſtanding out after the Year be expired. 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That meet Perſons ſhall 
by this Court be appointed annually in May, to make up and audit the 
State's Accounts with the Treaſurer z which Accounts ſhall be audited 
and perfected before the fitting of the General Court in October yearly. 
And all ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appointed to audit ſaid Accounts, ſhall 
before their entering upon that Service, take the Oath provided by Law 
for ſuch Auditors. 

And the Treaſurer is hereby obliged to make himſelf Debtor for the 
ſeveral Sums due from every of the Towns in this State, and alſo for all 
Fines belonging to the State Treaſury ; and ſo for the whole Rate or 
Sum Total ariſing, by bringing the ſeveral particular Sums into one intire 
Sum; and to bring in Credit (according to Law) until he ſhall conſummate 
and perfect the State's Account as aforeſaid, * 


And 
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And this the ſaid Treaſurer ſhall do annually, on the Penalty of Twenty 
Pounds, to be forfeited to this State, for every Month after the Month of 
September annually, that he ſhall negle& to make up and perfect the ſaid 
Accounts, and pay according to the Order of this Court, ſuch Sum or 
Sums as remain due. 

And the Treaſurer of each reſpective County in this State, ſhall annually 
make himſelf Debtor for all Fines and other Monies belonging to the 
County whereof he is Treaſurer, and alſo make a fair Account of his 
Payments, how he hath diſpoſed of them. And the Accounts of each 
County Treaſurer ſhall be annually audited and peifected by the Judge 
and Juſtices of the County Courts reſpectively, and their reſpective Trea- 
ſurers. 


And be it further enatted by the Authority afereſaid, That the Secretary 


of this State, and the Clerk of the Superior Court, ſhall annually render 


an Account to the Treaſurer of this State, of all the Fines and Forfeitures 


due to the public Treaſury, appearing by the Records in their reſpective 
Offices, that the ſame may be collected and paid into the Treaſury, for 


the Uſe of the State; and ſhall in like Manner render an Account to the treaſ 


Treaſurer, of all Fees by them reſpectively received for the Uſe of the 
State, and pay into the Treaſury what ſhall be due thereon: And they 
ſhall likewiſe ſeaſonably tranſmit a Copy of their ſaid Accounts annually, 


to the Auditors appointed to audit the Treaſurer's Accounts: And the 


Secretary ſhall alſo tranſmit to ſaid Auditors an Account of all the Trea- 
ſurer's Receipts for Money paid into the Treaſury, that ſhall be lodged 
with him. | | | 


— ä 


4 3 


ä 
— —— — 


2 


An Act concerning Bail, in civil and criminal Caſes. | 


E it enatted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That it ſhall be the 
Duty of every Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff and Conſtable in this State, to take 
ſufficient Bail when offered by any Perſon by them arreſted or held in 
Cuſtody on mean Proceſs, in any Civil Action, which Bail ſhall be one or 
more ſubſtantial Inhabitants of this State, of ſufficient Ability to reſpond 
the Judgment that may be recovered in the Caſe, who ſhall become bound 
to the ſaid Officer in a ſufficient Sum, conditioned for the Appearance of 
the Perſon ſo arreſted, before the Court to which ſuch Writ is made re- 
turnable ; and the Perſon arreſted ſhall be thereupon liberated from ſuch 
Arreſt. I tg EY 
That no Defendant whoſe Perſon has been attached and let to Bail as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be admitted to appear and plead or defend in ſuch Action, 
until he hath in Court, given ſpecial Bail, with ſufficient Sureties as afore- 
ſaid, for his abiding the final Judgment that ſhall be given in the Cauſe ; 
if the Plaintiff require the ſame. of 


That in either of the Caſes aforeſaid, every ſuch Surety or Sureties ſh 


be obliged to ſatisfy the Judgment in Caſe of the Principal's Avoidance, 


and a Return of Non eft Inventus on the Execution ; unleſs ſuch Surety, at 
or before the Time of entering up final Judgment, do bring the Principal 
into Court, and move to be diſcharged ; upon which the Court ſhall order 
the Keeper of the Gaol to receive him into Cuſtody, that his Body may 
be taken on the Execution, WEED 

And the Party for whom the Judgment is given, may have a Writ of 
Scire Facias out of the Court, againſt ſuch Surety or Sureties ; and in Caſe 


no juſt Cauſe is ſhewa to the contrary, the Judgment rendered againſt ſuch 
Principal ſhall be affirmed againſt ſuch Surety or Suretics 


Coſt of Suit, and Execution be granted accordingly. 
| Arwvays 
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— — 


Always provided, That ſuch Writ of Scire Facias or other Proceſs on the 
Bond, be taken out and ſerved upon the Surety or Sureties, within twelve 
months after the ſaid final Judgment, and not afterward. | 

And every Surety of whom ſuch Recovery is made, may bring his 


And no Recovery ſhall be had againſt the Officer who ſerved the At- 
tachment or took the Bail, unleſs he ſhall have taken inſufficient Bail, or 
ſhall refuſe to let the Plaintiff have the Bail Bond, that he may have 
Remedy thereon agreeable to this Act. | 4 

And in Caſe of Bond given tor the Proſecution of any Action or Appeal, 
the Surety or Sureties ſhall be liable to ſatisfy the Coſt that ſhall be 
recovered againſt the Principal, if Satisfaction cannot be had out of the 
Eſtate of the Principal; which may be recovered on Scire Facias, as afore- 
ſaid, or Action on the Bond. And no Security given to proſecute an 
Appeal, ſhall exonerate the ſpecial Bail in the Caſe, | 


An Act concerning Ballaſt, 


E it enatted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Ballaſt ſhall be 
taken from any common Shore in any Town within this State, by any 
Perſon whatſoever (except the ſame be his own Property) without Permiſ- 
ſion under the Hands of two of the Select- men of ſuch Town, upon Penalty 
of forfeiting Twenty Shillings for every Ton ſo taken. | 
And that no Perſon belonging to any Ship or other Veſſel, ſhall caſt 
out any Ballaſt into any Channel or other Place, that will obſtruct or in- 
commode the Navigation in any River or Harbour within this State, upon 


Penalty of forfeiting Five Pounds. Any two Aſſiſtants or Juſtices of the 


Peace ſhall have Power to hear and determine all Breaches of this Act. 


The Fines aforeſaid ſhall belong to the Treaſury of the Town where the 
Offence is committed. | | 


An Act for deſtroying Barberry-Buſhes. 


De it enaFed by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 

aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That any Perſon or Per ſons 
whatſoever, with Advice and. Conſent of the. Civil Authority and Select- 
men of the Town where any Barberry-Buſhes are or may be growing, 
may, in the Months of March, April, October and November, enter into and 
upon. any Lands whereon ſhall be growing any Barberry-Buſhes, and dig 
up and deſtroy ſuch Buſhes, without being liable to any Action, Suit or 
Damage therefor ; any Law, Uſage or Cuſtom. to the contrary notwith- 
ſtanding. 1 FE 
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An Act againſt Barratry and common Barrators. 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
| aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Perſon ſhall be 
proved and adjudged a common Barrator, vexing others with unjuſt, fre- 
quent and needleſs. Suits, he ſhall pay a Fine of Five Pounds into the public 
Treaſury. of this State, by Order of the Court before whom he ſhall be 
convicted; and before the ſame Court he ſhall become. bound, with one 
Surety, for his good Behaviour (for one Lear at leaſt); or on Refuſal, be 
committed to remain. in Priſon ſaid Time, or 'till he procure Surety, . as 
aforeſaid, - | And 
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And the Court before whom ſuch vexatious Suit ſhall be brought, may, 
and is hereby impowered to reje& ſuch Suit, giving Colt to the adverſe Party. 
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An Act concerning Baſtards and Baſtardy. 1 


E it enacted by the Governor. Counci!, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That he who is accuſed 
by any Women, to be the Father or a baſtard Child, begotten of her Body, 
ſhe continuing conſtant in ſuch Accuſation (being examined upon Oath, 
and put to the Diſcovery of the Truth in the Time of her Travail) ſhall 
be adjudged the reputed Father of {uch Child, notwithſtanding his Denial 
thereof, and ſhall ſtand charged with the Maintenance thereof, with the 
Aſſiſtance of the Mother, as the County Court in that County in which 
ſuch Child is born ſhall Order; and give Security to perform ſuch Order, 
and alſo to ſave the Town or Place where ſuch Child is born free from 
Charge for its Maintenance: And the faid Court may commit to Priſon 
ſuch reputed Father, until he find Suretics tor the ſame : Unleſs the 
Proofs, Evidences and Pleas made and produced on the Part and Bchalf 
of the Man accuſed as aforeſaid, and other Circumitances be ſuch as the 
Court who have Cognizance of the ſame ſhall ſee Reaſon to judge him in- 
nocent, and acquit him thereof; in which Caſe they ſhall and may other- 
wiſe diſpoſe of ſuch Child, | 


And every Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, (upon his Diſcretion) ma 


bind to the County Court, him that is charged with begetting ſuch baſtard 
Child: And if the Woman be not then delivered, the ſaid County Court 
may order the Continuance or Renewal of his Bond, that he may be forth 
coming when ſuch Child is born. | 

And be it further enafled by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Scle&- 
men of any Town intereſted in the Support of ſuch baſtard Child, (where 
ſufficient Security ſhall not be offered, to ſave ſaid Town from all Charge 
and Expence for the Support of ſuch Child or Children) and the Woman 
omits to bring forward her Suit to recover Maintenance, may bring for- 


ward a Suit in Behalf of ſuch Town againſt him who ſhall be accuſed of 


begetting ſuch Child ; and may alſo take up and purſue any Suit begun 
by the Mocher of ſuch Child, for Maintenance thereof, in Cale ſhe ſhall 


fail to proſecute the ſame to final Judgment. 


ms — 
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An Act to prevent the taking and uſing Boats and 
Canoes, without Leave of the Owner. 


Dis enadled by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 


aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whoever ſhall take 
and uſe any Kind of Boat, or Canoe belonging to any other Perſon, other 


than ſuch as ſh.ll be taken up going a-drift, and looſe from any ſhore, 


or found when driven away and loſt, without Liberty from the Owner 
or Owners thereof, ſhall for every ſuch Offence, forfeit and pay to the 
Owner or Owners thereof, the Sum of Six Shillings, over and above the 
Damages ſuch Owner or Owners ſhall ſuſtain by his or their Boat or Canoe 
being taken and uſed as aforeſaid, to be recovered by an Action of Debt. 


2. — 


—— 


An Act for regulating the Aſſize of Bricks. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Length of all 


Bricks, 
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Bounds of Towns. 
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Bricks Bricks, made within this” State, ſhall be Cul ** 26 >a _ hole 


length, c. Rreadth four Inches; and their Thickneſs two Inches. 

th ho And the upper Side of every Mould viſed to make Bricks in, or that 

ſod. SHEN WICK hey are ſtruck, ſhall be mod, or plaited with Iron. ©” 
Ard whoſoever ſhall put up to Sale any Bricks that are not made accor- 

Forfeiture. ding to this Act, ſhall forfeis all ſuch Bricks, or the full Value thereof: 

Ode Half to the Complainer, and the other Halte to the Te af u the 

ow 1 vel be 4 wherein the ( QUE 4 1s mitte. | 


” Una | Leid at! Lands of e ee Perſons. 


*T 4 


WS n — as the Bounds of Towns, and the Lands of Adele Perſons are 
Preamble. 4 * curęfuly to be nine, kept up, and rendered manife eſt and certain : 


' i. : [| * 


Therefore, 
FR Ws E it enadbed by the San Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
T B aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That every Town in this 
lane their State ſhall procure their Bounds to be ſet out; which ſhall be done by ſuch 


bounds .fet Marks and Boundaries as may be a plain Direction for the future: Which 
out, Marks and Boundaries ſhall be a great Heap of Stones, or a Ditch of 6x 
Feet long, and two Feet and Half wide, of ordinary Depth, at every 


Corner of the Townſhip ; and in the Lines drawn, or running from Corner 


to Corner, one ſuch Mark at leaſt; in every eighty Rods. 

And when their Bounds are carefully ſet out as aforeſaid, two or more 
Towns to re- Perſons ſhall by the Seleft-men of each Town, be appointed to renew the 
1 Bounds between theit Towns, at leaſt once in every Year, either in the 
Month of March, April, October or November, upon Penalty of Four Pounds 
Penalty for Forfeiture, to be incurred by. every Town who ſhall negle& the ſame; 
neglect. the one Half of which Forfeiture ſhall be to the Uſe of the neighbouring 
ih oe Town with whom they do refuſe or neglect to join in Perambulation, or 

renewing the Marks, -and the other Half to the "hs Treaſury. 


And the Select men of the moſt ancient Town, are to give Notice to 


Notice how the Select- men of the next adjacent Towns, of the Time and Place of their 

given. Meeting for fuch Perambulation, ſix Days beforehand, 

Charges how . And the Perſons appointed for ſuch Perambularion, ſhall go in their 
Tis ſeveral Quarters, by Order of the Select-men, at the ha of the a 


id. 
* tive Towns which ſend them. 


And ze it fur tber enafed by the Authority aforeſaid, That all particular 

Proveltion Proprietors and Owners of Lands lying unfenced, or in a Common Field 

of land to ſet with 2 ſhall bound every Parcel thereof with ſufficient Meer- Stones 

up meer- of gighteen Inches long at leaſt, whereof ſix Inches ſhall be above Ground; 
al preſerve and keep them ſo, upon Penalty of forfeiting Ten 

s tor every Month in which they are not fo kept. 

if any particular Proprietor of Lands lying in Common as aforeſaid, 


| K 
: wal refuſe il go by himſelf, (or his Agent) to renew and perambulate the 
Penalty on Rounds between his Lands, and the Land of thoſe whoſe land lieth next 
2 to the ſame, once a Year, in the Months of March or April; or elle of 
ing to renew Offober or November, being requeſted thereunto by the adjoining Proprietor, 
their bounds. upon one Week's Warning, he ſhall forfeit for every Day's Neglect after 
ſuch Warning, the Sum of Five Shillings : Half to the Party complaining 

and ptoſecuting; the other Half to the Town Treaſury, 
Provided, All Breaches of this Act be complained of and acm to 


Proviſo. * next County Court | in that County. 
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An Act relating to Bridges. 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 

aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Inhabitants of 
the ſeveral Towns in this State, ſhall make, build, keep and maintain in 
good and ſufficient Repair, all the needful Highways and Bridges within 
their reſpeftive Townſhips ; unleſs it belongs to any particular Perſon or 
Perſons to maintain ſuch Bridge in any particular Caſe. 8 

And when it is neceſſary to build a Bridge a-croſs any River, which is 
the Boundary or dividing Line between any Towns, it ſhall be the Duty 
cf the Inhabitants of ſuch Towns, to build and keep in goog Repair all 
ſuch Bridges ; and each Town ſhall pay an equal Part of the Expence of 
building and repairing the ſame, | | 
And that if it ſhall ſo happen at any Time, that any Perſon ſhall loſe 
his Life, through the Defect or Inſufficiency of any Bridge or High-way 
in any Townſhip in this State, in paſſing over any ſuch Bridge or High-way, 
after due Warning given unto any of the Sele&-men of the Town in which 
ſuch defective Bridge or High-way is, or to the Perſon who ought to 
maintain the fame, in Writing under the Hand of two Witneſſes, or a 
Preſentment made to the County Court of the County in which ſuch Town 
is, of ſuch defective Ways or Bridges; that then the Town, or Perſon 
which ought to ſecure and keep in ſufficient Repair, ſuch Ways or Bridges, 
ſhail pay a Fine of One Hundred Pounds, to the Parents, Huſband, Wife, 
or Children, or next of Kin to the Perſon deceaſed. 

And if it ſhall ſo happen that any Perſon ſhall loſe a Limb, break a 
Bone, or receive any other Bruiſe or Breach in any Part of his Body, 
through, or by Means of ſuch Defect aforeſaid, the Town or Perſon 
through whoſe Neglect ſuch Hurt is done, ſhall pay to the Party ſo hurt 
or wounded, double Damages. | 

And the like Satisfaction ſhall be made for any Team, Cart, or Carriage- 
Horſe, or other Beaſt or Loading, to the Owner thereof, in Proportion to 
the Damage ſuſtained as aforeſaid, All which Forfeitures and Damages 
to be recovered by Action, Bill, Plaint or Information. 


And that ſuch Bridges and Paſſages in Towns, may more effefiually be kept in 
ſufficient Repair, and ſuch Damages prevented: | 


Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That upon the Complaint 
of any ſuch Town or Perſon, to any Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, ſuch 
Authority ſhall be, and they are hereby reſpectively fully impowered, to 
iſſue a Warrant to the Conſtable, to impreſs ſuch Workmen in their Town- 
ſhip as ſhall be needful to ſecure and repair ſuch defective Bridge or Paſ- 
ſage : Which Workmen ſhall be paid by the Town, or Perſons to whom 
fuch Bridge and Paſſage do belong to maintain. 


And when the Inhabitants of any Town, ſhall negle& or refuſe to build 


or repair any Bridge a-croſs a River in a public High-way within the 
Bounds of ſuch Town, or any Towns ſhall not agree to build or repair any 
Bridge a-croſs a River that is the dividing Line between ſuch Towns, 
whereby the public Travelling is obſtructed or incommoded ; on Complaint 
thereof to the County Court by any Perſon or Perſons, ſaid Court is hereby 
impowered and directed (by a Committee or otherwiſe) to enquire into the 


public Neceſſity and Conveniency of building and maintaining ſuch Bridge, 4 


cauſing due Notice to be given to one or more of the Select- men of ſuch 

Town or Towns, to ſhew Reaſon (it any they have) why they ſhould not 

be compelled to make or repair ſuch Bridge ; and if no ſufficient Reaſon be 

ſhewn to the contrary, (and fuch Town or Towns do not undertake and 

build, or repair ſuch Bridge worm ſuch Time as the Court ſhall _— 
| NT: aid 


Towns to 
make and 
maintain 
their own 
bridges, &c. 


Bridges in the 
dividing line 
of towns, by 
whom to be 
built, &c. 


When life is 
loſt throꝰ de- 
fe of bridg- 
es, Towns to 
be fined, &c. 


Alſo to pay 
double dama- 
$ in caſe of 
oſs of limb, 
&c. 


Like ſatisfac- 
tion to be 
made for 
teams, &c. 


' Aſiſtant or 


juſtice to 
grant war- 
rant to im- 
preſs men to 
repair bridg- 
es, &c. 


What method 
to be taken, 
when any 
town reſuſes 
to build or re- 
air bridges 
in the divid- 
ing line, &c. 


— 


— 
—— 


— — = 
— 


Y — _ — 
— 0c 


— 
- - 
= * — aS$ —— 4 
Wh — 


„ - 
. —_ - 
„ 


3 
* 
4 


- — —— = — . — — 2 * „ 
— — —2 2994 
L 
* es * 8 


p <a . 


— — 1 — 2 ——— IMP > 
- _—_ RT I 
— e 


— — — — ug 
_ — 
—— — 


paid. 


2 8 > 
: — gs p>——_ 


ACTS AND LAWS. 


18 


1 — — 


Briefs. Burglary. Caſks. 
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Expence how 


- cordingly, 


'Britfs to be 
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direction of 
governor & 
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with death. 
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Second of- 
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and allowed by ſaid Court, the ſame ſhall be paid by the Inhabitants of 


be by them directed into what Towns or Congregatiohs it ſhall paſs ; (unleſs 


by An Act for aſcertaining the Aſſize of Caſks ; and pre- 


1 for Sale. 
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ſaid Court may appoint ſome ſuitable Perſon or Perſons to build or repair 
ſuch Bridge; which being done, and the Expence thereof being liquidated 


the Town or Towns, whoſe Duty it was to have made and maintained 
ſuch Bridge; and Execution may be granted againſt them therefor ac- 
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An Act relating to Briefs. 


* 


B* it enalled by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Briefs craving 
the charitable Contributions of the People, in any of the Towns or Socie- 
ties in this State, ſhall be read or attended in any of the faid Towns or 
Societies, without it have the Allowance of the Governar and Council, and 


it be on ſome ſpecial Occaſion, for any diſtreſſed or afflifted Perfon of their 
own Inhabitants) upon Penalty of the Forfeiture of Five Pounds, fot every 
Perfon that ſhall read and publiſh any ſuch Brief, not allowed and directed 
as aforeſaid ; to be recovered of ſuch Offender, by Bill, Plaint, or Infor- 
mation, in any Court of Record : One Third of which Penalty or Forfei- 
ture ſhall be to him that ſhall inform and proſecute to Effect; and the 
ether two Thirds to the Coumy Trealury. 
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An Act for the Punifhment of Burglary and Robbery. 


E it enatted by the Governor, Council, arid Repreſentatives, in General Court 
B aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whoſoever ſhall 
commit Burglary, by breaking up any Dwelling-Houſe or Shop, wherein 
Goods, Wares and Merchandize are depoſited ; or ſhall commit Robbery, 
by robbing any Perſon in the Field or Highway; if in the Perpetration of 
ſaid Crimes, the Perſon or Perſons committing the fame, ſhall be guilty * 
of any perſonal Abuſe, Force or Violence; or ſhall be ſo armed with any 
dangerous Armour or Weapon, as elearly to indicate their violent Intenti- 
ons; ſuch Perſon or Perfons, found guilty as aforeſaid, and being thereof I © 
convicted before the Superior Court, ſhall ſuffer Death. | 

And if upon the Trial for any of the Crimes aforeſaid, the Commiſſion 
thereof ſhall not appear to be attended with the aggravated Circumſtances 
of perſonal Terror, Force and Violence as aforeſaid, the Perſon or Perſons 
found guilty of ſaid Crime of Burglary or Robbery, ſhall be puniſhed with 
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whipping on the naked Body, not exceeding forty Stripes, and with Impri- | . 


ſonment in any of the Goals or Work-houſes in this State, there to be kept 
to hard Labour, not exceeding ten Years, at the Diſcretion of the Superi- 
or Court before whom the Conviction is bad. And if any Perſon ſhall be 
convicted a ſecond Time for the Offence of Burglary or Robbery, he ſhall 7 
ſuffer Death. | | 


* 


venting Fraud in packing of Beef, Pork and Fiſh, 


E it cnolbed by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives. in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the ſeveral Sorts ot 
Cafks uſed in this State, for Liquor, Beet, Port, Fiſh, or other 3 
| Bs ities 
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Cattle, &c. 


Zipht Pence 


on Penalty of Ten Sbillings. 


dities, ſhall be of the Aſſize following, o wit, Butts to contain One hun- 
dred and Twenty-ſix Gallons ; Puncheons, Eighty- four Gallons ; Hogſ- 

heads, Sixry-three Gallons ; Barrels, Thirty-one Gallons and an Half; 

Tierces, Forty-two Gallons z and that all ſuch Casks ſhall be made of Contents of 
ſound, well-ſeaſoned Timber, and free from Sap. 
contain Two hundred and Thirty-one cubic Inches ; and the Contents of 
each Caſk in this Act expreſſed, ſhall be meaſured, by taking the following 
Dimenſions in Inches, and decimal Parts of an Inch, to wit, the bulge or 
bung Diameter, each head Diameter, and the Length within the Caſk , 
and theſe Dimenſions to be computed by the Rule conimonl 
known by the Name of Gunter's Rule of Gauging. 

That each Barrel of Pork ſhall contain Two hundred and twenty Pounds, 
and each Barrel of Beef Two hundred and forty Pounds. 

That the ſeveral Towns in this State, at their annual Town- Meetings, 
ſhall chuſe ſome fit Perſon or Perſons to be Gaugers, and Packers, who 
ſhall be ſworn to a faithful Diſcharge ot their Office. 
gauging ſhall be 
Pork or Fiſh Six | 

And every Packer ſhall take Care that all Caſks in which he ſhall pack 
any Beef, Pork, Fiſh, or other Goods committed to his Care, be good, and 
of true and full Aſſize, and contain the Weight and 
this Act, and that the Proviſions are good and Merchantable, on Penalty 
of Five Shillings for every Caſk that ſhall be deficient. 

And if any of the betore mentioned Proviſions ſhall be packed in half 
Barrels or Firkins, the Contents ſhall be in Proportion to the Rule afore- 
ſaid, and be marked on the Cask by the Packer, | 

And u hoſoever ſhall fell any Kind of Liquor uſually fold by Gauge, in 
Casks not gauged by the Rule enjoined by this AR, ſhall forteit and pay a 
Fine of Twenty Shillings. 

And whoſoever ſhall fell or ſhip for Sale, any Pork, Beef or Fiſh that is 
not packed by a Packer duly qualified according to this AR, ſhall forfeit 


and pay a Fine of Ten Shillings for each Barrel ſo by him fold or ſhipped 
for Sale as aforeſaid. 


And every Gauger and Packer 


That the Gallon ſhall 


y called, and 


And the Fee for 
per Ton; and for packing each Barrel of Beef, 


Quantity directed by 


ſhall brand every Cask by him gauged, 
or in which Proviſions or other Goods are by him packed, with the initial 
Letters of his own Name, and the Name of the Town to which he belongs. 

And every Cooper (hall fer his diſtin Brand or Mark on his own Cask, 
The ſeveral Penalties in this Act ſhall belong 
one Half to the Informer who ſhall proſecute to Effect, and the other Half 
to the Treaſury of the Town wherein the Offence is committed, 


An Act for the mark ing of Catile, Sheep and Swine 


To prevent Diſputes and Differences that may ariſe in the owning and claiming 
ef Calle, Sheep and Swine, that may be loſt or ſtray away, 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all the Owners of Marks to be 
any Cattle, Sheep or Swine within this State, ſhall Ear-mark or Brand all regiſtered. 
their Cattle, Sheep and Swine that are above Half a Year old; and that they 
ſhall cauſe their ſeveral Marks to be regiſtered in the Town Book. 

And whatſoever Cattle, Sheep or Swine ſhall be found unmarked 
and not branded as aforeſaid, the Owners thereof ſhall forfeit Two Shillings Peraltr. 


per Head: One Halt thereof ſhall be to the Complainer, and the other 
Halt to che Town Treaſury, 


EY 


Caſts, 


Pork. 


Their aunty. 


Half barrels 
in proportion 


Penalty. 


Marked, &c. 


Penalty. 
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20 Children, 
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An Act for educating and governing of Children. 
Fioraſinueb as the Education and well Governing of Children is of fingular Be- 
Preamble. wot to @ People: And whereas many Parents and Maſters are too negligent of 
their Duty in the Matter : 
E it enadted by the Governor, Council, and Reprefentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Parents and 
aſters of Children ſhall, by themſelves or others, teach and inſtruR, or 
cauſe to be taught and inſtrutted, all ſuch Children as are under their 
EF = Care ard Government, according to their Ability, to read the Engliſh 
Children to Tongue well, and to know the Laws againſt Capital Offences : And if 
3 unable to do ſo much, then at leaſt to learn ſome ſhort orthodox Catechiſm 
without Book, ſo as to be able to anſwer to the Queſtions that ſhall be pro- 
unded to them out of ſuch Catechifm, by their Parents, Maſters, or 
Nliniſters. when they ſhall call them to an Account of what they have 
learned of that Kind. 4a 5 
And if any Parent or Maſter ſhall negle& the performing what is by 
Penalty en this Act required of them, every ſuch Parent, or Maſter being thereof 
arents, &. legally convicted before any one Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall 
r neglect of forteit and pay the Sum of Twenty Shillings, to and for the Uſe of the 
duty. Poor of the Town whereto they belong. 
And that the Select- men of every Town in this State, in their ſeveral 
Precincts, and Quarters, ſhalt have a vigilant Eye and Inſpection over 
their Brethren and Neighbours; and ſee that none of them ſuffer ſo much 
ER” Barbariſm in any of their Families, as to want ſuch Learning and Inſtruc- | 
1 _ to take Care that due Proſecutions be made for the Breach of 
this Act. | ITE 
And the Grand-jury-men in each Town, are hereby required to take 
Grand- jury Care, and fee that what is by this Act required for the Education of 
to preſent c. Children, be duly performed z and to make Preſentment of all Breaches of 
. this Act which ſhall come to their Knowledge. | 
; Aud be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Parents and 
Gy wavy - Maſters, ſhall employ and bring up their Children and Apprentices in 
ts have ſome honeſt arid 'Jawful Calling, Labour or Employment, profitable for 
calling, &. themſelves and the State. 
And if the Select- men of the Town where ſuch Parents or Maſters live, 
after Admonition by them given to fuch Parents or Maſters, ſhall find 
them ſtill negligent of their Duty, in the Particulars aforementioned in this 
Act; whereby fuch Children grow rude, ſtubborn and unruly, ſuch 
Stubborn Select-men (with the Advice of the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace) 
children tobe ſhall take, and they are hereby fully authorized and impowered, to take 
boundout&e. ſuch Children and Apprentices from their Parents or Maſters, and place 
them with, and bind them to ſome Maſter or Maſters ; Males till they are 
Twenty-one Years of Age, and Females till they are Eighteen Years of 
Age; to the End they may be ſuitably inſtructed, employed and governed: 
Which binding ſhall be good and effectual, for the holding and governing. 
ſuch Children, the Terms aforeſaid. 
And that whatſoever Child or Servant, upon Complaint made, ſhall be 
convicted of any ſtubborn or rebellious Carriage, againſt their Parents of 
Governors, before any two Aſſiſtants or Fuſtices of the Peace, ſuch Aſſiſt- 
ants or Juſtices are hereby authorized and impowered, upon ſuck Con- 
8 viction, to commit ſuch Child or Servant to a Houſe of Correction; there 
dcen co be ent to remain under hard Labour and ſevere Puniſhment, ſo long as taid Au- 
to a houſe of Thority ſhall judge meet; who, on the Reformation of ſuch Children and 
correction. Servants, may order their Releaſe, and return to their Parents or Maſters 


aforeſaid. | . coound 
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Communities. Conſcience. 
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An Act for enabling Communities to maintain, recover 
and defend their common Rights, Eſtates and Intereſts. 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That it ſhall and may be 
lawful, for all and every Town, Truſtees for Schools, Proprietors of 
common and undivided Lands, Grants, and other Eſtates and Intereſt, and 
all other lawful Societies or Communities whatever, to ſue, commence and 
proſecute any Suits or Actions, for che maintaining, recovery, or defence of 
their Grants, Intereſts and Eſtates, in any Court proper to try the ſame ; 
and to appear either by Themſelves, Agents, or Attornies ; and in like 
Manner to defend in all Suits and Actions, as ſhall be brought or com- 


menced againſt them. 


And when any ſuch Town, Truſtees, Proprietors, or Society as aforeſaid, 
ſhall be ſued, it ſhall be ſufficient Notice for them to appear and anſwer, 
to leave a true and an atteſted Copy of the Writ or Summons, containing 
ſuch Suit or Action, with their Clerk, or either of the Sclet-men or Com- 
mittee-men, twelve Days before the fitting of the Court where the Caſe is 
to be heard; as in other Actions is provided. 


3 


_ 7 


An Act for ſecuring the Rights of Conſcience in Mat- 
ters of Religion, to Chriſtians of every Denominati- 
on in this State. 2 


be Happineſs of a People, and the good Order of Civil Society, eſſentially 

depend upon Piety, Religion and Morality, it is the Duty of the Civil 
Authority to provide for the Support and Encouragement thereof , ſo as 
that Chriſtians of every Denomination, demeaning themſelves peaceably, and as 
good Subjefts of the State, may be equally under the Protection of the Laus: And 
as the People of this State bave in general, been of one Profeſſion in Matters of 
Faith, religious Worſhip, and the Mode of ſettling and ſupporting the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, they have by Law been formed into Eccleſiaſtical Societies, for the 
more convenient Support of their Worſhip and Miniſtry : And to the End that 
other Denominations of Chriſtians who diſſent from the Wirſhip and Miniſtry 
ſo eſtabliſhed and ſupporied, may enjoy free Liberty of Conſcience in the Matters 


aforeſaid : 


E it enatted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Perſohs in this 
State, profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, who ſoberly and conſcientiouſly 
diſſent from the Worſhip and Miniſtry by Law eſtabliſhed in the Society 
wherein they dwell, and attend public Worſhip by themſelves, ſhall incur 
any Penalty for not attending the Worſhip hs Miniſtry ſo eſtabliſhed, on 


the Lord's-Day, or on Account of their Meeting together by themſelves on 
' faid Day, for public Worſhip in a Way agreeable to their Conſciences. 


And be it further enafied by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Denominations 


of Chriſtians differing in their religious Sentiments fiom the People of the 


eſtabliſhed Societies in this State, whether of the Epiſcopal Church, or thoſe 
Congregationaliſts called Separates, or of the People called Baptiſts, or 
Quakers, or any other Denomination who ſhall have formed themſelves 
into diſtinct Churches or Congregations, and attend public Worſhip, and 
ſupport the goſpel Miniſtry in a Way agreeable to their Conſciences and 


reſpective Profeſſions ; and all Perſons who adhere to any of them, and 


dwell ſo near to any Place of their Worſhip that they can and do ordinarily 
: | „ 
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attend the ſame on the Sabbath, and contribute their due Proportion to the 
Support of the Worſhip and Miniſtry where they ſo attend, whether ſuch 
Place of Worſhip be within this, or any adjoining State, and produce a 
Certificate thereof from ſuch Church or Congregation, ſigned by their 


i Order, by the Miniſter or other Officer thereof, and lodge the fame with 
94 the Clerk of the Society wherein ſuch Perſon or Perſons dwell, every ſuch 
. Perſon ſhall be exempted from being taxed for the Support of the Worſhip 


and Miniſtry of ſaid Society, ſo long as he or they ſhall continue ſo to 

. attend and ſupport public Worſhip with a different Church or Congregation 

þ as aforeſaid, | 
KF 
| 


| And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all ſuch Proteſtant 
i An digenter: Churches and Congregations as diſſent from the Worſhip and Miniſtry 
q > eſtabliſhed as aforeſaid, and who maintain and attend public Worſhip by 
4 powers, æc. themſelves, ſhall have Liberty and Authority to uſe and exerciſe the fame 
0 Powers and Privileges for maintaining and ſupporting their reſpective 
| Miniſters, and building and repairing their Meeting-Houſes for the public 
0 Worſhip of God, as the Eccleſiaſtical Societies, conſtituted by Act of the 
N General Aſſembly of this State by Law have and do exerciſe and enjoy; 
ith and in the ſame Manner may commence and hold their Meetings, and 
15 tranſact their Affairs, as Occaſion may require for the Purpoſe aforeſaid. 


To pay taxes And all Perſons ſhall be taxed for the Support of the Miniſtry and other 
for the ſup- Charges of the Society wherein they dwell, who do not attend and help Sup- 
— publie port any other public Worſhip; any Thing in this Act notwithſtanding. 

— And every Perſon claiming the Benefit of this Act, ſhall be diſqualified 
Diſqualified to vote in any Society Meeting, fave only for granting Taxes for the Sup- 
from voting port of Schools, and for the Eſtabliſhment of Rules and Regulations for 


in ſociety Schools, and the Education of Children in them. 


meetings. 
An Act relating to Conſtables. 
DE it enafed by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court | 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Conſtables in each 
* Town in this State, ſhall be yearly choſen to that Office; and ſworn by 
onſtables 


ſome Affiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace; or where there are no ſuch Autho- 
rity in any Town, by the Town-Clerk of that Town, before the firſt Day 
of January in each Year. 

And that one, and but one Conſtable, ſhali be appointed by each Town, 
to levy and gather their State Taxes, and make up their Accounts thereof 
with the Treafurer. 

That every Perſon tendered to any Conſtable, of any Town in this State, 
by any Conſtable or other Officer belonging to any of the neighbouring 

Perſons ten. States, with a Warrant from any of their Authority, ſhall preſently be re- 

dered by war- ceived and forthwith conveyed from Conſtable to Conſtable, by the re- 

rant from ſpective Conſtables in this State, until ſuch Perſon ſhall be brought unto 

82 the Place to which he or fhe is ſent, or before ſome Aſſiſtant or Juſtice 

1 of the Peace in this State; who ſhall diſpoſe of him or them as the Juſtice 

Ee. of che Cauſe ſhall require : And that the Coſt of tranſporting tuch Perſons 

as belong out of this State, ſhall be paid out of the State Treaſury ; and for 
ſuch as belong to any Town of this State, out of the Treaſury of the Town 
to which ſuch Conſtable belongs. | 

bs That every Conſtable ſhall duly recerve all Hue-and-cries ; and the fame 
 Tue-and- diligently purſue to full Effect; ſuch as are granted and ſent out after Ca- 
N pital or Criminal Offenders, at the Coſt and Charge of this State; but ſuch 
as are taken out by particular Perſons in their own Cafes, at the Coſt and 

Charge of thoſe who take them out. 8 7 
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That every Conſtable within this State, is hereby authorized and fully 
impowered, to put forth Purſuits or Hue-and-cries after Murderers, Peace- 
breakers, Thieves, Robbers, Burglarians, and other Capital Offenders, 
where no Magiſtrate or Juſtice of che Peace is near at Hand. 

As alſo without Warrant, to apprehend ſuch as are guilty of Drunkenneſs, 

rofane Swearing, Sabbath. breaking, alſo vagrant Perſons, unſeaſonable 
Night-walkers, or any others that ſhall offend in any of theſe: Provided, 


they be taken and apprehended in the Manner; either by the Sight of the 


Conſtable, or preſent Information of ſome others. 


As alſo to make Search for all ſuch Perſons, either on the Sabbath * 


other Days, when there ſhall be Occaſion, in Taverns and other ſuſpected 
Places, or Houſes z and thoſe to apprehend and keep in ſafe Cuſtody, till 
Opportunity ſerves to bring them before the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of 
the Peace, for further Examination; in order to their being proceeded 
againſt according to Law. | | 

That each and every Conftable ſhall have Power and Authority to ſerve 
and execute ſuch lawful Precepts, Writs, or Warrants as are directed to 
them from lawful Authority. 

And ſhall have the Power of Water-Bailiffs in the ſeveral reſpective 
Towns in this State, when and where there ſhall be Occaſion for the ſame. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That when any Conſtable is employed or command- 


ed by any Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, to apprehend or arreſt any Per- 


ſon or Perſons, he ſhall not do it without a Warrant in Wricing. 

Be it further en1Red by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Conſtables may, 
and from Time to Time ſhall, make diligent Search throughout the Limits 
of their Town, upon the Lord's-Days, and on all other Times, (as oft as they 
ſhall be informed, or ſee Cauſe), for ſuch Offenders as ſhall lye Tippling in 
any Inn, or Houſe of Eatertaihment, or private Houſe, exceſſively, or 
unſeaſonably ; and after ſuch as retail ſtrong Drink without Licence: And 
alſo warn all thoſe that frequent Taverns, and ſpend their Time there idly, 
to forbear : Arid alſo warn all thoſe Perſons that keep ſuch Houſes, not to 
ſuffer any ſuch Perſons in their Houſes. And to make due Preſentment of 
all Breaches of Law (coming within their Knowledge) to ſome Authority 


proper to receive the ſame, once in every Month. 


And if upon due Information, any Conſtable ſhall refuſe or neglect to 
make ſuch Search, Seizure and Preſentment, and be thereof legally convic- 


ted, he ſhall pay a Fine of Five Shillings to the Treaſury of the Town whereto 
he belongs. | | 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon 
ſhall refuſe at any Time to aſſiſt any Conſtable in the Execution of his Of- 
fice, being by him duly thereunto required, he ſhall forfeit Ter Shillings. 


And if it appear that any Perſon ſhall wilfully, obſtinately, or con- 
temptuouſly refuſe to aſſiſt ſuch Conſtable, as is before expreſſed, he ſhall 
forfeit and pay to the Uſe of the Town where the Offence is committed, 


Forty Shillings : The ſaid Offence to be heard and tried by any Afliſtant or 


Juſtice of the Peace. 


That if any Conſtable, or other Perſon, upon urgent Occaſion, ſhall refuſe 
to uſe his beſt Endeavour, in raiſing and proſecuting Hue-and-cries, either 
on Foot or by Horſe (if need be) after Capital Offenders, he ſhall forfeit 
Tg 500 of Forty Shillings, to the Ule aforeſaid z to be determined as afore- 
aid. = 

And every Conſtable in this State, ſhall be furniſhed with a black Staff, 
having a Head with the Arms of this State thereon; which Staff he ſhall 
carry upon proper Occaſions, as a Token or Badge of his Office ; which the 
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Select - men of each Town are to take Care to provide at the Town's Charge; 
penalty. upon Penalty of Five Sbillings for every Month's Neglect; one Half to be 
: to him or them that ſhall proſecute for the ſame, and the other Half to the 
0 Town Treaſury. 

i And in Caſe any Town, by the Death or Removal of the Conſtable or 
0 on removal + Conſtables thereof, ſhall become wholly deſtitute of ſuch. Officers; ſuck 
140 new conſta- Town ſhall forthwith aſſemble, and proceed to the Choice of a Conſtable 
Th —_ be or Conſtables, to ſupply the Vacancy ſo made; who ſhall be ſworn accor- 

9 158 ding to Law. | 
10 2 . 1 | . 


1 An Act to prevent counterfeiting Bills of Credit, Coins 
0 or Currencies, paſſing the ſame, and emitting and 
paaſſing Bills on private Credit; and to prevent In- 
juſtice by paſſing counterfeit Bills. 


E it enaRted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whoſoever ſhall forge, 
5 alter or counterfeit any of the Bills of Public Credit, emitted by the Au- 
ing. thority of this State, or by Authority of the United States in Congreſs 
aſſembled, or by the Authority of any one of the United States of America; 
or any Note or Notes iſſued from the Loan-Office of this State, or from 
0 6 the Loan- Office of the United States, or of any one of the States aforeſaid, 
0 For firſt of- or any Note or Notes iſſued by the Preſident, Directors, and Company of 
00 fence. the Bank of Norib- America; or ſhall utter and put off any fuch forged, 
altered, or counterfeit Bill or Bills, Note or Notes, knowing them to be 
fuch, or that ſhall counſel, adviſe, procure, or any ways aſſiſt in forging, 
2 counterfeiting, imprinting, ſtam ping, altering or ſigning of any falſe, for- 
to be fined, ped and counterfeit Bill or Bills, knowing them to be ſuch, or that ſhall en- 
SC. grave any Plate, or make any Inſtrument to be uſed for any of the Purpoſes 
aforeſaid, or that ſhall ſtamp, or any otherways counterfeit any of the Coins 
of Gold or Silver currently paſſing in this State, or that ſhall utter and put 
off any ſuch counterfeit Coins, knowing the ſame to be vaſe, falſe and coun- 
terfeit, or that ſhall make any Inſtrument or Inſtruments for the counter- 
feiting any of the Coins aforeſaid, or ſhall be aiding or aſſiſting therein, 
and be thereof convicted before the Superior Court, ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
ſo offending, ſhall be whipped on the naked Body twenty Stripes, and pay 
a Fine, not exceeding One hundred Pounds, for the uſe of the Treaſury of this 
State, and be confined to any Work-Houſe or Houſe of Correction in this 
State, for a Term not exceeding ten Years, at the Diſcretion of ſaid Court. 
Paid And i? any Perſon ſhall commit the like Offence, and be thereof convicted 
For 1 a ſecond Time, he or ſhe ſhall be whipped thirty Stripes, and be confined 
offence. in ſuch Work-Houſe or Houſe of Correction, and there be kept to hard 
ene. Labour during the Term of his or her natural Life. 


Aud that ſuch Offenders may more effetus Ily be diſcovered and detected: 


Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That whoſoever ſhall make 
Reward for Diſcovery, and give Information of any of the Offences aforeſaid, fo thac 
detecting, the Perſon or Perſons guilty thereof be tendred to Juſtice, and convicted, II 
4e. every ſuch Informer ſhall have and receive, as a Reward for his good Id 
| Services, in diſcovering and informing as aforeſaid, the Sum of Ten Pounds; I 
to be ordered out of the public Treatury, by the Court before whom ſuch IP 
Conviction is had,  _ | . 

And more eſfectually to prevent the paſſing of ſuch counterfeit, forged, or altered 

Bills, and Injuſtice ariſing th:reby ; F 
Be it further enacted by the Authority afurcſaid, That when and fo often I 
| as 
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25 it ſhall happen that any ſuch falſe, forged, altered or counterfeit Bill 
ſhall be brought to the Treaſurer of this State, or offered to him in Pay- 
ment of Rates, or to be exchanged, he ſhall ſecure them; and he is hereby 
authorized to ſeize and retain chem; entering on the Back thereof the 
Name of the Perſon in whoſe Poſſeſſion they were; and then deliver the 
ſame into the Hands of ſome Authority, to be enquired into. 

And every Aſſiſtant and Juſtice of the Peace, is hereby authorized and 
impowered, to ſeize and take into his Cuſtody, every ſuch falſe Bill which 
he ſhall ſee, obſerve, or have Knowledge of, and the ſame to retain, enter- 
ing on the Back-fide thereof the Name of the Perſon from whom he takes 
the ſame ; and at his Diſcretion to cauſe the Perſon from whom he. took 
ſuch Bill, or the Perſon from whom the Treaſurer took ſuch Bill, and lodged 
with him, to be examined in the Premiſes ; and to adminiſter an Oath to 
fach Perſon or Perlons to declare of whom he. or they received it; and 


thereon to proceed in his Enquiries in the Manner aforeſaid, after the Author 
of the Miſchief, as far as ſuch Authority's Diſcretion will guide him, 


Be it furtber enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That whenever any Perſon 
ſhall be the Poſſeſſor of any ſuch falſe or counterfeit Bill, (on his diſcover- 


ing it to be ſuch) he ſhall deliver the ſame to ſome Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of 
the Peace ; and inform him that he concludeth the ſame to be falſe, and 
counterfeit ; and if ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice ſhall ſuppoſe the ſame to be 
falſe, as aforcſaid, he ſhall take the ſame, and write the Name of the Perſon 


of whom he received it, on the Back of ſaid Bill ; and that it was delivered 
him as a counterfeit Bill, 


And ſuch Perſons that ſo deliver up ſuch Bill, or from whom ſuch Bill 
is taken in either of the Methods aforeſaid, may after ſuch Delivery or 
Taking, go to the Perſon of whoni he received the ſame, and demand of 
him pay therefor, informing him where ſuch Bill is lodged. 

And if any Perſon of whom he received ſaid Bill, ſhall retuſe or negle& 


to make him Satisfaction therefor ; or without ſuch Demand, Information 


or Refuſal, (if Need fo require) may bring his Action for Damage, in not 
paying him for ſaid Bill, or for putting off ſuch Bill co him, before any 
Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, proper to try the ſame; alledging 
the ſame to be taken or delivered up as orefaid. 

And in the Trial of any ſuch Caſe, if the Bill be found to be falſe, forged 
or counterfeit, to the Satisfaction of the Court that tries the ſame, the ſaid 
Court ſhall proceed to enquire into the Equity of the Calc, by exam̃inin 
the Parties under Oath, and taking any other Evidences as they ſhall judge 
juſt and right: and upon their finding to their Satisfaction, that ſuch Plain- 
tiff received the ſame Bill of the Defendant for a true Bill, they ſhall give 
Judgment for the Plaintiff for his juſt Damages, and Colt. 


Provided always, Such Bill be delivered up or taken, as aforeſaid, before 


the Plaintiff offered the ſame back to the Perſon of whom he received it. 
Provided alſo, That no Perſon be proſecuted in Form, as aforeſaid, but 


within one Year after he puts off ſuch Bill; which Fact may be enquired 
into in Form aforeſaid. ; 


And it is further Enafted, That all and every Perſon that hath at an 
Time had any ſuch Bill that ſhall be taken from the Poſſeſſor, or ſhall 
the Poſſeſſor be delivered up, as aforeſaid, and hath ſatisfied the Perſon to 
whom he put off ſaid Bill for the ſame, ſhall have the like Liberty in 
proſecuting, and taking Remedy, as aforeſaid, againſt the Perſon of whom 
he received the ſame. | 3 

And that every Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, that ſhall have ſuch Bill in his 
Hands, ſhall at the Coſt of the Party, fafely convey the ſame to any Court, 
here the ſame may be wanted in the Trial of the Caſe, 
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And that if any Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice hath had the Poſſeſſion of 
ſuch falſe or counterfeit Bill the Space of one Year, he ſhall deſtroy the ſame. 


Be it further enadted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon, Society, 
Number of Perſons, br Company within this State, without ſpecial Au- 
thority from the Legiſlature, ſhall preſume to ſtrike, emit, or put out any 
Bills of Credit, on any Fund or Credit of any Perſon or Perſons, Society 
or Company, to be uſed and improved as a general Currency, or Medium 
of Trade, as, and in Lieu of Money; ſuch Perſon or Perſons, Society or 
Company, and every of them, ſhall be ſubject to the ſame Pains, Penalties 
and Forfeitures, and be puniſhed in the ſame Manner as thoſe are by this 
Act ſubjected to, who ſhall be convicted of forging or counterfeiting the 
Bills of Credit of this State. 

And that if any Perſon or Perſons in this State, ſhall utter, vend or paſs 
any Bills or Notes, or any other Currencies whatever, which either have 
been, or hereaftcr ſhall be ſtruck, emitted or put out to be uſed as afore- 
ſaid, on the Fund or Credit of any private Perſon or Perſons, Society or 
Company whatever, eicher in this or the neighbouring States; he or they ſo 
offending, ſhall forteit double the Sum, or Value expreſſed in ſuch Bill, 
Note or other Currency: The one Half thereof to him or them that ſhall 
proſecute the ſame to Effect, and the other Half to the Town Treaſury, 
when the Trial ſhall be before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice ; and to the County 
Treaſury when it ſhall be before the County Court. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Treaſurer 
and Civil Authority be, and they hereby are authorized and directed, to 
take the ſame Method to diſcover, detect and ſecure all falſe and counter- 
feit Coins made in Imitacion of any Gold or Silver Coins that are or may 
be current in this State, and to detect the Authors of the Fraud, as is in 
this Act before provided and directed in Caſe of falſe or counterfeit Bills of 
public Credit. 2 3 | 

And any Perſon who hath ſuſtained or may ſuſtain any Damage by re- 
ceiving any falſe or counterfeit Coin, or any falſe, forged, counterfeit, or 
altered Note, Security, Certificate or Order, made in Imitation of, or pur- 
porting to be a Note, Security, Certificate or Order, iſſued under the Au— 
thority of the United States, or of this State, ſhall and may have Remedy 
for Recovery of ſuch Damages, in the ſame Manner as is by this Act pro- 
vided and directed in Caſe of Damages ſuſtained by receiving falſe or coun- 
terfeit Bills of public Credit. | Ce 

And all Grand-jurors and Conſtables are hereby required to make 
Preſentment of all Breaches of this Act. 


— 
* 


An Act for ſtating, limiting, and naming the Counties 
in this State. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Towns of Hart ford, 
Wathersfield, Middletown, Farmington, Symſbury, Haddam, Eaſt-Haddam, VI. 
Bren, Glaſſenbury, Bolton, Willington, Stafford, Tolland, Eaſt-Windſor, Suffic!s, 
Enfield, Somers, Southington, Chatham and Eaſt-Hartford, ſhall be and remain 
one County, by the Name of the County of Hartford. 


That the Towns of New-Haven, Milford, Branford, Walling ford, Der 
Durham, Waterbury, Guilford, Cheſhire and Woodbridge, ſhall be and rema!' 
one County, by the Name of the County of New- Haven. 
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Lyme, Groton, Preſton, Ston- 


That the Towns of N:w-London, Norwich, 
ington, Say-Brook, e and Colcheſter, ſhall be and remain one 
County, by the Name of the County of New. London. e 


That the Towns of Fairfield; Stratford, Norwalk, Stanford, Greenwich, 
Danbury, Newtown, Ridgefield, Redding, and New-Fairfield,” ſhall be and 
remain one County, by the Name of the County of Fairfield. 


That the Towns of Windham, Lebanon, Plainfield, Canterbury, Mansfield, 
Coventry, Pomphret, Killingly, Woodſtock, Aſhford, Voluntown and Union, ſhall 
be and remain one County, by the Name of the County of Windbam. 


That the Towns of Litchfield, Woodbury, New-Milford, Harwinton. Net- 


Hartford, Barkhempſied, Hartland, Colebrook, Norfolk, Canaan, Saliſbury, Sharon, 
Kent, Cornwall, Watertown, Torrington, Goſhen and Wincheſter, ſhall be and 


remain one County, by the Name af the County of Litchfield. 


* 


New-London 
County. 


Fairfield 
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Windham 
County. 


Litchfield 
County. 


An Act for conſtituting and regulating Courts; and 


appointing the Times and Places for holding the 
ſame. 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 

aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That there ſhall be yearly, 
two General Courts, or Aſſemblies, held in this State; the one at Hartford, 
on the ſecond Thurſday in May, and the other at Neu- Haven, on the ſecond 
Thurſday in OZober, (unleſs neceſſitated by infectious or epidemical Diſ- 
eaſes or otherways, occaſionally to remove to ſome other Place :) And the 
firſt ſhall be called the Court of Election; wherein ſhall be choſen from 
Time to Time, one Governor, who ſhall be the chief Magiſtrate of this 
State, and be ſtiled, His Excellency ; and one Lieutenant- Governor, whoſe 


Two General 
Courts yearly 


Title ſhall be, His Honor; and twelve Aſſiſtants or Counſellors ; a Trea- 


ſurer, and Secretary for this State. | 
And the ſaid General Court ſhall be compoſed of two Branches ; the 
Governor and Council, and the Houſe of Repreſentatives z who fhall 


convene in different Apartments to tranſact the public Buſineſs : And any 
Act may be originated by either Branch, but not be valid without the Con- 


currence of both. The Governor, or in his Abſence the Lieutenant- 
Governor ſhall preſide in Council: And when the Governor is preſent to 
preſide, the Lieutenant- Governor ſhall have a Voice in Council; and 
the Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor and fix Counſellors, ſhall be neceſ- 
ſaty to make a Quorum for doing Buſineſs. That if at any Time, by 


Of whom to 
conſiſt, 


Death or otherwiſe, the Offices f Governor and Lieutenant-Governor ſhall 


out of the State, or be unable to attend the General Court, the ſenior 


be vacant, or if the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor ſhall be abſent. 


Member of the Council preſent, ſhall preſide in Council; who, together 


with fix other Members, ſhall have Power to tranſact the Buſineſs of the 


Counci!. And not leſs than Forty of the Deputies or Repreſentatives from 
the ſeveral Towns in this State, that ſhall be 
Court, ſhall make a Houſe of Repreſentatives for tranſacting Buſineſs, 

In which General Court, ſhall conſiſt the Supreme Power and Authority 
of this State; and they only ſhall have Power to make Laws and repeal 


them; to grant Levies, to diſpoſe of Lands undiſpoſed of, to Towns, or 


particular Perſons : And alſo to inſtitute and ſtile Judicatories and Officers 
as they ſhall ſee neceſſary for the good Government of this State. 

Alſo to call any Court, or Magiſtrate, or any other Officer or Perſon 
whatever to an Account, for any Miſdemeanor or Male-Adminiſtration ; 
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and for juſt Cauſe, may fine, diſplace or remove them, or deal otherwiſe 
as the Nature of the Cauſe ſhall require; and alſo may deal and a& in any 
other Matter that concerns the Good of this State; except the Election of 
Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Aſſiſtants or Counſellors ; which ſhall be 


done by the Votes of the Freemen, at the yearly Court of Election. 


Provife. 
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out, &c. 
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bly. 
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Towns liber- 
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on ſaid Day. 


Provided, That if there be any want of any of the ſaid Officers, by Reaſon 
of Death or other ways, after the Election, ſuch Want ſhall or may be ſup- 
plied and made up by the General Court's Election, or appointing ſome 
ſuitable Perſon or Perſons to ſupply ſuch Vacancy. 

That the General Court only, ſhall have Power, upon Grounds to them 
ſatisfying, to grant Pardons, Suſpenſions and Gaol-Delivery upon Reprieve 
in capital and criminal Caſes, unto any Perſon or Perſons that have been ſen- 
tenced in any other Court whatever in this State. 

That none of our General Courts ſhall be diſſolved or prorogued with- 
out the Conſent of the major Part thereof. * | 
That the Governor, or in his Abſence the Lieutenant-Governor, by him- 
ſelf, or the Secretary, ſhall upon any emergent or ſpecial Occaſion, call a 
General Court upon fourteen Days Warning, or I, if he ſee it needful ; 
provided, he give an Account thereof to the Aſſembly when they ſhall be 
met together. | | 3 ; 

That if any Member of the General Court, ſhall reveal or diſcloſe any 
Matter which the Court enjoins to be kept ſecret ; or ſhall make known to 
any Perſon what any one Member of the Court ſpeaks concerning any 
Perſon, or Buſineſs that may come in Agitation in the Court, he ſhall for 
every ſuch Offence, forfeit Ten Pounds to the public Treaſury, 

That no Member of the General Court ſhall appear as an Attorney at 
the Bar of the ſaid Court; unleſs it be in his own Cauſe, or in Behalf of the 
Town he repreſents z or ſuch Caſes wherein the Law will not allow him 
to ſit as Judge. | | | 

Nor ſhall any Member of the ſaid Court, during the Seſſions thereof, or 
in going to, or from the ſaid Court, be arreſted, ſued or impriſoned, or 
any ways moleſted or troubled, or compelled to anſwer to any Suit, Bill, 
Plaint, Declaration or otherwiſe, before any other Court, Judge, or Juſtice ; 


Caſes of High-Treaſon and Felony excepted. 


And that the Freemen in every Town in this State, ſhall have Liber: 
to ſend one, or two Deputies to every Seſſion of the General Aſſembly z 
which Deputies ſhall have the Power and Voices of all the Freemen depu- 
ting them in any Matter proper for ſaid Aſſembly to att in. 

That the Deputies or Repreſentatives, who are returned from the reſpec- 


tive Towns to ſerve in the General Aſſembly in May, annually, ſhall meet 


at their Chamber in the State-Houſe, at eight of the Clock in the Morning 


on the ſaid Day of Election; when and where they ſhall chooſe a Speaker 
and Clerk for their Houſe, for that Seſſion; and do any other Matter 


proper and meet for them to act, before the public Service, and Election 
And that the ſaid Deputies returned to ſerve in the General 
Aſſembly in October, annually, ſhall meet at the State-Houſe in Neu-Haven, 


at nine of the Clock in the Morning, on the ſecond Thurſday of Oæober, 
and proceed to form the Houſe, as aboveſaid. 


And when the ſaid Deputies or Repreſentatives are met together at any 
General Aſſembly, it ſhall be lawful for them, or the major Part preſent, 


to examine, hear, and determine any Difference that may ariſe about the 
Election ↄf any of their Members. | | 


And that no Perſon ſhall be accepted a Deputy in the General Court, that 


is not known to be a Freeman of this State, and regularly choſen thereunto 


by the Freenien of that Town for whom he ſerves ; nor before he takes the 


Deputy's Oath by Law provided to be adminiſtred to them. _ 
That at the opening of every General Aiſembly, the Clerk of the Houſe 


of 
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of Repreſentatives, then, and every —_— from Day to Day during the 
whole Seſſions, ſhall in the Lower-Houſe, call over the Names of the Abſence to be 
ſeveral Deputies or Repreſentatives of the reſpective Towns in this State, daily noted. 
returned to ſerve as aforeſaid, and note thoſe that ate abſent when called. 

And the Governor, or in his Abſence the Lievtenant-Governor, ſhall Governor & 
have a caſting Voice, whenever an equi-vote ſhall happen in the Upper- p*<aker to 
Houſe : And the Speaker ſhall have a caſting Voice whenever an equi- _ —_— 
vote ſhall happen in the Lower-Houſe. 8 


Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That there ſhall be a Su- 

perior Court of Judicature over this State, held and kept annually, at the We 
reſpective Times and Places hereafter in this A& mentioned, by one Chief ſuperiot 
Judge, and four other Judges; to be appointed and commiſſioned for that court. 
Purpoſe : Any Three of whom ſhall have Power to hold faid Court: 
Which Court ſhall have Cognizance of all Pleas of a criminal Nature, 
that relate to Life, Limb or Baniſhment, and other high Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors, and of Divorce, and of Adultery ; and alſo ſhall have Cog- 
nizance of all Pleas, real, perſonal or mixt, in civil Cauſes or Actions, 
between Party and Party, whether the ſame do concern the Reality, and 
relate to any right of Freehold or Inheritance; or whether the ſame do 
concern the Perſonality, and relate to Matters of Debt, Contract, Damage, 
| or any other perſonal Right or Injury ; or whether the ſame do concern 
| and relate both to the Reality and Perſonality, and are of a mixt Nature, 
| brought betore them by Appeal, Writ of Error, Scire Facias, Complaint or f 

otherwiſe, as the Law directs ; and the ſame to try by a Jury or otherwiſe, 
I according to Law; and therein to proceed to Judgment, and award Exe- 

cution thereon accordingly. | i 

And alſo ſhall have Juriſdiction of all Suits for Relief in Equity, wherein 

the Value of the Matter or Thing in Demand exceeds the Sum of One Juriſdiction 

r Hundred Pounds; and to enquire into the ſame by themſelves or a Com- of matters of 


e Pnittee ; and proceed therein to final Sentence and Decree, and enforce the equity. 
, ſame according to the Rules of Equity. ai 


That the Times and Places for holding the ſaid Superior Court of I imes and 
udicature, ſhall be as follows, That is ts ſay; places of 


Within and for the County of Litchfield, at Litchfield, on the firſt Tueſday ons. 

n February and Auguſt, annual. | AtLitchfield. 
Within and for the County of Fairfield at Fairfield, on the laſt Tueſday | 

ave Two, in February and Auguſt, annually. = 

Within and for the County of New-Haven, at New-Haven, on the laſt 

Tueſday fave One, in February and Auguſt, annually. | 
Within and for the County of Hariford, at Hartford, on the firſt Tueſ- 

ay in March and September, annually. | 


Within and for the County of Findbam, at Windham, on the chird Tueſ- 
ay in September and March, annually. 

And within and for the County of New London, at Norwich, on the 
burth Tueſday in March, and at New-Loxdon on the fourth Tueſday in 
Member, annually. 3 85 

And the Chief Judge, or in his Abſence any Three of the other Judges, Power to call 
all be, and they are hereby impowered to call a Special Superior Court, a ſpecial court 
don any extraordinary Occaſion. 8 

And when it ſhall fo happen, that the ſaid Court cannot conveniently be Three judges 
d at the Time or Place appointed, any three of the Judges ſhall have of che ſaperior 
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Windham. 
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wer to adjourn it, to any other Time or Place within the County; or may 97 . 
ont inue the Matters therein depending, to the next ſtated Term; IvINg journ, &c. 


otice thereof to the Sheriff in Writing under their Hands; who ſhall 
oclaim and publiſh the ſame, in ſuch Manner as the ſaid Judges ſhall 
ed. | | That. 
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To tax. 


When and 
where held. 


Hartford. 


New -Haven, 


New-London 


Fairfield. 


To call ſpeci- 


al court. 


. 


Which Adjournments ſhall be good and e 


his Office, according to the Rules, Orders and Directions of ſaid Court, 


and the ſecond Tueſday in December, annually. 


That when, and ſo often as it ſhall happen, that by Reaſon of the neceſ- 
ſary Abſence of, or juſt Exception againſt any of the Judges of the ſaid 
Superior Court, there ſhall not be a ſufficient Number of them to hold 
ſaid Court, to try any Cauſe, the ſame ſhall be ſupplied by any of the Af- 
ſiſtants of this State. | 

That any one of the Judges of ſaid Court, being at the Place and Time 
for opening ſaid Court, ſhall have full Power to open and adjourn the ſame. 

And that if all the Judges of ſaid Court ſhall be providentially hindred, 
or ſhall not be there at the Time for opening ſaid Court, the Sheriff of the 
County ſhall, and he is hereby impowered to adjourn the ſaid Court by 
Proclamation to the next Day, till the Judges may arrive at the Place. 

Rectual and all Parties con- 
cerned in ſaid Court are to take Notice accordingly. 

That the Judges of ſaid Court ſhall have full Power to appoint and 
{wear a Clerk for ſaid Court, who ſhall be, and he is hereby fully impow- 
ered to grant Executions on Judgments rendered in ſaid Court, to act and 
do all things proper for him as Clerk of ſaid Court in the Execution of 


and according to Law. 


Be it further enafted by th? Authority aforeſaid, That there ſhall be held 
and kept in each reſpective County in this State, yearly, and every Year, 
at the Times and Places hereafter in this Act mentioned, two Courts of 
Common Pleas or County Courts, by a Judge with two or more Juſtices 
of the Quorum, to be appointed and commiſſioned for that Purpoſe ; any 
three of whom ſhall have Power to hold faid Court, which Court thall have 
full Power to hear, examine, try and determine, by a Jury or otherwiſe, ac- 
cording to Law, all civil Cauſes, real, perſonal or mixt; and alſo all crimi- 
nal Matters, not extending to Life, Limb, Baniſhment, Adultery or Divorce 
regularly brought before them. | 

And alſo, all Suits for Relief in Equity, wherein the Matter or Thin 
in Demand does not exceed the Sum of One Hundred Pounds, and proceed 
therein to a final Sentence and Decree, and enforce the ſame according t 
the Rules of Equity. ö 

And the ſaid County Courts or Courts of Common Pleas in each County 
and the Grand- jurors there preſent, ſhall alſo have Power and Authority 
and they are hereby impowered to grant and levy a Tax annually, as th 
Neceſſity of the Cafe may require, upon each Town in the ſaid Count 
according to the Liſts of Eſtate for ſuch Year, for the paying thoſe Debt 
of the County or neceſſary Charges thereof which cannot be paid our « 
the Fines and Perquiſites allotted for that End. | 

That the Titnes -and Places for holding the ſaid County Courts withi 
the ſeveral and reſpective Counties, ſhall be as follows: Thar is to ſay; 

For the County of Hartford, at Hartford, on the firſt Tueſday in A 
and November, annually. ao 
For the County of New Haven, at New-Haven, on the firſt Tueſday 
April, and the ſecond Tueſday in November, annually, 

For the County of New-London, at New-London, on the ſecond Tu 
in Nane and at Norwich, the fourth Tusſday in November, annually. 

For the County of Fairfield, at Fairfield, on the third Tueſday in 4 
and November, annually. | 

For the County of Windham, at Windham, on the third Tue/day in 7 


{ 


! 


And for the County of Litchfield, at Litchfield, on the fourth Tweſas) 
March and September, annually. + | 

That the Judge of each reſpective County Court ſhall be, and he 
hereby impowered to call a ſpecial County Court upon any extraorci' t 
Occaſion, 5 3 T 


| Caſes. 


| aordit 


Th 
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That the Judge and Juſtices of each reſpective County Court, ſhall be, Power to 
and they are hereby impowered to adjourn the ſaid Court upon ay neceſſa- *4ovrn. 

Occaſion, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, to ſome diſtant Time. 8 

And the Judges of the County Court in Neto: London County, ſhall have county may 
Liberty to 2 to and hold their adjourned Courts either in the Town adjourn to 
of New-London or Norwich, as they ſhall judge convenient. Nene 


And that when, and fo often as it ſhall happen, that by Reaſon of the 
neceſſary Abſence of, or juſt Exception againſt the Judge or any of the Juſ- 
tices of the Quorum in any County, there. ſhall not be-a ſufficient Number 
of them to hold ſuch Court, or try any Cauſe, the Quorum ſhall be ſuppli- 
ed by any of the Juſtices of the Peace of that County to which the Court 
belongs. 

And the ſaid County Courts are hereby impowered to noniinate, appoint 
and ſwear their own Clerks and a Treaſurer for their reſpective Counties. 

Which Clerks, ſo appointed and ſworn, ſhall be, and they reſpectively 


are hereby impowered to grant Attachments, Summonſes, and Replevins 


according to Law : Alſo to grant Executions on Judgments rendered in 
ſaid Courts on which Executions are to be iſſued; and to act and do all 
other Matters and Things according to the Orders and Directions of ſaid 
Courts, proper for them in the Execution of ſaid Office, and according to 


Law. 


Be it further enafted by the Authority efereſall, That the chief Judge 
Preſident for the Time being of the Superior Court, and the Judge or ive: 
ſident for the Time being of the County Courts, whenever an Equi-vote 
ſhall fall out in either of the ſaid Courts, ſhall reſpectively have a caſting 
Voice. The like Power and Authority every Preſident or Moderator, in 
any civil Court, Meeting or Aſſembly in this State, ſhall exerciſe i in ſuch 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That there ſhall be a 
Court of Probate held and kept in each of the ſeveral Diſtricts hereafter 
mentioned, to be held by one Judge to be appointed and commiſſioned tor 
that Purpoſe : Each of which Judges ſhall have a Clerk, by him to be ap- 
pointed and ſworn to the Office : Which Courts of Probate ſhall have the 
Power and Cognizance of the Probate of Wills and Teſtaments, grantin 
Adminiſtration, appointing and allowing of Guardians, and of acting in all 


teſtamentary and probate Matters, and in every other Thing proper for a 
Court of Probate to a& in according to Law. 


That the Diſtricts of the ſeveral Courts of Probate {all be as follows : 
That is to ſay ; 3 


That the Towns of Hartford, Windſor, Metber sfield, and Suffeld, ſhall be 
one Diſtrict, and called by the Name of the Diſtrict of Hartford. 

That the Towns of New-Haven, Milford, Derby and Woodbridge, ſhall 
be one Diſtrict, and called by the Name of the Diſtrict of Neu-Haven. 

That the Towns of Nerv- London and Lyme, ſhall be one Diſtrict, and 
called by the Name of the Diſtrict of New-London.' 

That the Towns of Fairfield and Norwalk, ſhall be one Diſtrict, and cal- 
led by the Name of the Diſtrict of Fairfield. | 

That the Towns of Windham, Lebanon, Mungſield and Coventry, ſhall he 
one Diſtrict, and called by the Name of the Diftri&t of Vindęeam. 

That the Towns of Plainſield, Canterbury, Killingly and Voluntown, (ex- 
cept the two north Societies in Killingiy) ſhall be one Diſtrict, and called 
by the Name of the Diſtrict of Plainfeld. 


That the Towns of Gui/ford and Branford, ſhall be one Diſtrict, and cal- 
led by the Name of the Diſtrict of Guilford. 
That the Towns of Woodbury, New- Milford, and the Society of Fudea in 


the Town of Haſbington, ſhall be one Diſtrict, and called by the Name of 
the Diſtrict of Wigdhury, That 


Juſtices may 
be called on 
to make a 
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That the Towns of Zaſt- Haddam, Colchefter, Hebron, and that Part of Cha- 
tham ſouth of Salmon river, ſhall be one Diſtrict, by the Name of the Diſ- 
trict of Eaſt- Haddam. 

That the Towns of Litehfeld, Goſben, Torrington, Cornwell, Harwinton, 
the Society of Eaſt-Greenwich in Kent, and the Town of Waſhington, (except 
the Society of Judes) ſhall be one Diftrict, by the Name of the Diſtrict of 


. 
Z—— 1 n — — 


TLitchfield. 


Stanford, 


Danbury. 


Norwich. 


Middletown. 


Pomphret. 


8 daron. 


Stafford, 


Symſbury « 


Stonington. 


Farmington. 


Wallingford. 


Say-Brook. 


Stratford. 


Eaſt Windſor. 


Waterbury. 
Norfolk. 


Courts to be 
held in any 
town within 


the diſtrict. 


Judge may 
all in juſti- 
ces to aſſiſt. 


That the Towns of Stanford and Greenwich, wall be one Diſtrict by the 


Name of the Diſtrict of Stanford. 

That the Towns of Danbury, Redding, Newtown, Ridgefiald and News 
Fairfield, ſhall be one Diſtrict, by the Name of the Diſtrict of Danbury. 

That the Towns of Norwich and Preſton, ſhall be one Diſtrict, by the 
Name of the Diſtrict of Nerwicb. 

That the Towns of Middletown, Haddam, Durban and Chatham (except 
that Part ſouth of Satmon- river) ſhall be one Diſtrict, by the Name of the 
Diſtrict of Middletewn. 

That the Towns of Pempbret, Afford, and Woodſtock, Society of Mort- 
lake, and the two north Societies in the Town of K:l/ingly, ſhall be one Diſ- 
trict, by the Name of the Diſtrict of Pompbret. 

That the Towns of Sharen, Saliſbury, Canaan, and the firſt Society in the 
Town of Kent, including the Lands on the weſt Side of Ouſatunnuck-river 
annexed to ſaid Kent, ſhall be one Diſtrict, by the Name of the Diſtrict of 
Sharon. 

That the Towns of Stafford, Tolland, Willing ton, Somers, Union, and the 
eaſt Part of the Society of Ellington in the Town of Eaſt. Windſor, extend- 
ing as far Weſt as the weſt Line of Tolland, ſhall be one Diſtrict, by the 
Name of the Diſtrict of Stafford. 

That the Towns of Symſbury, Berkhempſted and Hartland, ſhall be one Diſ- 
trict, by the Name of the Diſtrict of Smſbury. 

That the Towns of Stonington and Groton, ſhall be one Diſtrict, by the 
Name of the Diſtrict of Stonington. 

That the Towns of Farmington, Southington and New-Hartford, ſhall be 
one Diſtrict, by the Name of the Diſtrict of Farmington. 

That the Towns of Falling ford, Cheſhire, avd the Society of Norford in 
the Town of Branford, ſhall be one Diſtrict, by the Name of the Diſtrict of 
Walling ford, ip 

That the Towns of Say-Brosk and Killingworth, ſhall be one Diſtrict, by 
the Name of the Diſtrict of Say-Brook, 

That the Town of Stratford, ſhall be one Diſtrict, by the Name of the 
Diſtrict of Stratford. 

That the Town of Zaſt-Miindſor. * that Part of the Society of Et. 
lingten lying Eaſt of a meridian Line drawn from the north-weſt Corner of 
Tolland) the Towns of Glaſſenbury, Enfield, Bolton, and Eaſt-Hariford, ſhall 
be one Diſtrict, by the Name of the Diſtri& of Eaft-Windſor. 

That the Towns of Waterbury and Watertown, ſhall be one Diſtrict, by 
the Name of the Diſtrict Waterbury. 

That the Towns of Norfolk, Colebrook and Wincheſter, ſhall be one Diſ- 
trict, by the Name of the Diſtrict of Norfolk. 

In each of which Diſtricts fhall be kept and held, a Court of Probate, as 
aforeſaid, 

That the Judges of the ſeveral Courts of Probate aforeſaid, ſha)l have 
Liberty and e. and the ſame is hereby given them, to hold their ſaid 
Courts in any of the Towns within the reſpective Diſtricts to which they 
are or ſhall be appointed. 

And that ſo often as any difficult or diſputable Matter, happen in any 
Caſe depending before any of the Judges of the Court of Probate, ſuch 
Judge ſhall have Liberty and Power to call in to his Aſſiſtance, any "We or 
three 
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three of the Juſtices of the Quorum of that County in which ſuch diſputa- 
ble Matter ariſeth. | 


And be it further enacted by the Autbority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon be 
aggrieved with the Judgment, Sentence, Decree, Determination, Denial, or 
Order of any of the Courts of Probate, he may appeal to the Superior Court 
in that County in which the Matters of Diſpute and Controverſy ſhall hap- 
pen to be or ariſe, Every Perſon ſo appealing, giving ſufficient Security to 


proſecute ſuch Appeal to Effect, and anſwer all Damages in Caſe he fail to 
make his Plea good. 


Provided, That ſuch aggrieved Perſon (if within this State, or the States 
of New- Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, Rhode-Iſland, New-York or New-Ferſey, ) 
and of full Age at the Time of ſuch Court of Probate's declaring ſuch Or- 
der, Sentence, or Decree, fhall within eighteen Months after ſuch Declara- 
tion, or within eighteen Months after he or ſhe come to the Age of Twenty- 
one Years, or come into this State, enter his or their Appeal from ſuch 
Judgment, Sentence, Determination, Denial or Order. 


And all Perſons aggrieved, as aforeſaid, and being of full Age, and pre- 
ſent, or having legal Notice to be preſent at the Court of Probate which 
ſhall give ſuch Judgment, Sentence, Determination, Denial or Order, ſhall 
have Liberty to appeal to the next Superior Court, and to no other after. 


And be it further enafled by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Supe- 
rior Court, and the ſaid reſpective County Courts, and Courts of Probate, 
ſhall have a proper Seal belonging to each of the reſpective Courts, to ſerve 
and uſe for all Cauſes, Matters, Things and Affairs proper for the ſaid 
Courts reſpectively. Each of which Courts are hereby impowered, to 
procure their reſpective Seals; and the ſame being ſo procured, ſhall be 


lodged with the Clerks of the reſpective Courts, to be improved by their 
Direction. 


— 


An Act concerning CR or untimely Deaths. 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in Genera! Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when, and ſo often as 

any Perſon ſhall come to any ſudden, untimely, or unnatural Death, or 
be found dead in this State, the Manner of whoſe Death is not known, 
the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, or in their Abſence the Conſta- 
ble of the Town, ſhall forthwith ſummon a Jury of twelve able and diſcreet 
Men, who ſhall be ſworn by ſuch Officer to enquire of the Cauſe and of the 
Manner of ſuch Perſon's Death; and ſhall preſent upon Oath a true Ver- 
dict tiereof, under their Hands, unto ſome near Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the 


ONE; who ſhall return the ſame to the next Superior Court in the ſame 
ounty. D's 


And if any Man ſummoned to ſerve as a Juror to enquire as aforeſaid, 
ſhall refuſe or neglect to appear and attend that Service, according to Sum- 
mons, he ſhall forfeit the Sum of Ten Shillings for every ſuch Neglect, to 
the Uſe of the Treaſury of the Town whereto he belongs: To be levied 
by Warrant from any Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace before whom ſuch 
Juror ſhall be convicted of ſuch Refuſal or Neglect. And that no Fee or 
Reward ſhall be allowed for any of the Services aforeſaid. 
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Debts by Book. ' Debtors abſconding. 
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Preamble. | 


An AQ concerning Book Debts. 


E it enaBted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all ſuch Book Debts 
as are now out- ſtanding or that ſhall hereafter be made, and that ſhall not 
within ſeven Years next after the contracting of ſaid Debt, be either ſued 
for, balanced, or accounted for with the original Debtor, his Attorney, 
Agent, Aſſignee, or other lawful Succeſſor or Subſtitute, and an Account or 
Balance thereof aſſured by ſpecialty given for it, or witneſſed by ſubſcribing 
the Debtor or Accomptant's Name to the Creditor's Book, or by the Sub- 
ſcription of two Witneſſes to ſuch Account, ſhall not, if the original Debt- 
or be dead, be recoverable in any Court in this State, 


Provided, That the Time that this State ſhall have been engaged in War, 
ſhall not be computed in ſaid Limitation, 


And that in all Actions on Book Debts, that ſhall be tried by a Jury, 
the Jury ſhall well weigh and conſider the Credit of the Parties or any other 
Perſons intereſted, admitted by the Court to take the Oaths in or out of 
the Court, in ſuch Caſes and ſuch Form, as Teſtimonies in other Caſes 
are by Law allowed, together with any other Evidence given them, and all 
the other Circumſtances attending ſuch Caſes ; and upon their Oaths ſhall 
give their Verdict thereon for what they ſhall find juſtly due upon their 
Evidence, | 


That in every Action of Debt brought on Book, wherein it ſhall appear 
upon Trial, that the Plaintiff in the Action, is in Arrear or in Debt to the 
Defendant to balance Book Accounts ; the Court, Aſſiſtant or Juſtice 
of the Peace, before whom the Trial ſhall be, ſhall give Judgment for the 
Defendant, to recover the ſame of the Plaintiff, together with his juſt Coſts, 
Provided, That no Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall in ſuch Caſe, 
give Judgment for the Recovery of ſuch Balance when the ſame ſhall exceed 
Four Pounds. 


And te it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Defendant 
in Action of Debt on Book, bfought againſt him, before any Court, 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of Peace in this State, ſhall neglect to exhibit his 
Account on Trial, to be adjuſted as aforeſaid, and ſhall afterwards bring 
Action againſt the other Party, for the Recovery of any ſuch Articles of 
Book Debt as might have been adjuſted and ſettled in the Trial of the 
former Action, it he recover Judgment for ſuch Debt, he ſhall not be 
allowed any Coſt ; unleſs he make it appear to the Satisfaction of the 
Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, before whom the Trial is, that he had no 
Knowledge of the former Suit, before the Time of Trial, or was inevitably 


hindred from appearing and exhibiting his Account as aforeſaid, 


— 


An Act for the Recovery of Debts, out of the Eſtate or 
Effects of abſent, or abſconding Debtors. 


FOR the better preventing Fraud and Deceit, ſometimes deſigned and practiſed 
by ill. minded Debtors, who betruſt their Goods, Eſtate or Effefts in the Hands of 
others, with Intent to reſerve and ſecure the ſame to their own Uſe, and thereby dl. 

feat their Creditors of their juſt Dues , or they not being Inhabitants within this 
State, conceal their Goods and Effects ſo that they cannot be attached or be madt 
liable ta the Payment of their Creditors by any ordinary Preceſs of Law : 


BE 
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E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That it ſhall and may be 
lawful for any Creditor, to cauſe the Lands, Goods or Effects of his abſent 
tor abſconding Debtors, not reſiding within this State, to be attached in 
whoſoever Hands or Poſſeſſion the ſame are or may be found: And the 
tC WW attaching of any Part thereof, ſhall ſecure and make the Whole that is 
in ſuch Perſon's Hands liable in the Law to reſpond the Judgment to be 
> recovered upon ſuch Proceſs, and ſhall be ſubje& to be taken in Executi- 
on for Satisfaction thereof, as far as the Value thereof will extend. And 
the Perſon in whoſe Hands any ſuch Lands, Goods or Effects are, ſhall 
b- WW :ccordingly expoſe the ſame. 

That where no Lands, Goods or Effects of any abſent or abſconding 
Debtor, in the Hands of his Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee ſhall be 
expoſed to View, or can be found or came at, ſo as to be attached, it 
ſhall and may be Jawful for any Creditor to bring his Aion againſt his 
abſent or abſconding Debtor, tor the Recovery of his dues. - In which 
Caſe the Creditor, by ſome proper Officer, ſhall leave an atteſted Copy of 
his Writ, at leaſt fourteen Days before the Time of Trial, with ſuch abſent 
or abſconding Debtor's Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee, or at the Place 
of his or their uſual Abode; which Service ſhall be a ſufficient Citation 
for the Creditor to bring forward his Action to Trial: Unleſs the Debtor 
be an Inhabitant of this State, or hath for ſome Time dwelt therein; in 
which Caſe a like Copy ſhall be left by ſuch Officer at che Dwelling- 
Houſe, Lodging or Place of his laſt or uſual Abode. 

That ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee, upon his Deſire, ſhall 
xear be admitted to defend his Principal in ſuch Suit, through the Courſe of 
the I Law, according to the Nature of the Action. But if the Debtor be not 
tice I in this State, and no Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee appear to defend 
the Nin the Suit, the Court ſhall continue the Action to the next Court, and then 
>{ts, if need be, ſhall continue the ſame once more to the next Court, (that ſuch 
Attorney, &c. .may have Opportunity to notify his Principal) and then 
-eed without ſpecial Matter alledged and allowed in Bar, or Abatement, the 

Action ſhall come to Trial; and if Judgment be rendered for the Plaintiff, 
all the Goods or Effects which are in the Hands of ſuch Attorney, Factor, 
dant W Agent or Truſtee, to the Value of ſuch Judgment, (if ſo much there be) 
burt, ſhall be liable, and ſubjected to Execution granted upon ſuch Judgment 
his for, or towards the ſatisfying the fame ; and from the Time of ſerving the 
ring MW Writ or Summens, as aforeſaid, ſhall be liable, and be ſecured in Law in 


Effects of ab- 
ſconding 
debtors ar- 
tachable in 
the hands of 
agent, &c. 


How ſuit is 
to be inſtitu» 
ted, when el- 
tate is not to 
he come at- 


Debtor's a- 
gent may de- 
end his Prins 
cipal, &c. 


es of the Hands of, and may not other wiſe be diſpoſed of by ſuch Attorney, 


| the Factor, Agent or Truſtee. 


And if ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee, after the Time of his 
being ſerved with a Writ or Summons, as aforeſaid, taken out againſt his 
4 no Principal, (being an abſent or abſconding Debtor) ſhall transfer, remit, 
tably I diſpoſe of, or convert any of the Goods or Effects of ſuch Debtor in his 

Hands at the Time of ſuch Service within what ſhall ſatisfy the Judgment 
R given as aforeſaid ; or that ſhall not diſcover, expoſe, or ſubject the Goods 
or Effects of ſuch Debtors in his Hands to be taken in Execution, for, and 
e OT ¶ towards the ſatisfying the Judgment ſo far, as what in his Hands or Poſſeſ- 
ſion will extend, ſhall be liable to ſatisfy the ſame of his own proper Goods 
or Eſtate, as much as if it were his own proper Debt: And a Writ of Scire 
Piſel Facias may be taken out from the Clerk of the Court where the Judgment 
nds Vas given, to be ſerved upon ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee, re- 
by d. Wiring him to appear before ſuch Court, and to ſhew Cauſe, if any he have, 
n this to the contrary thereof; and upon Default of Appearance of ſuch Attorney, 
nad: Factor, Agent or Truſtee, or Refuſal to diſcluſe upon his Oath, (which Oath 
ſuch Court is hereby authorized to adminiſter). what Goods or Effects of 
the Debtor are, or were in his Hands or Poſſeſſien, then Judgment ſhall be 
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entered up againſt him of his own proper Goods or Eſtate, as though it waz 
= own Debt, and Execution ſhall, in uſual Form of Law, be granted 
ereon. 

That Debts due to any ſuch abſent or abſconding Debtor, ſhall be con- 
ſidered as his Effects in the Hands of the Perſon from whom the ſame are 
due; who ſhall be conſidered as his Agent or Truſtee, and be obliged to 
account for the ſame under Oath ; and Recovery may be had againſt him 
in the ſame Manner as for Goods or Chattles of ſuch abſconding Debtor. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That if upon Trial, it appear that the Perſon ſum- 
moned by ſuch Scire Facias, had, or hath not, any Goods or Effects of the 

Debtor in his Hand, nor hath any ways remitted, transferred, diſpoſed of, 
or converted the ſame after the ſerving the Suit taken out againſt his Prin- 
cipal, and ſerved as aforeſaid ; the Party that commenced the Suit by Scir: 
Facias, ſhall pay Coſt to ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee, to be 
allowed and taxed by the Court in uſual Form. 3 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Goods or 
Effects of any abſent or abſconding Debtor, taken as aforeſaid, by Procels 
and Judgment of Law out of the Hands of his Attorney, Factor, Agent 
or Truſtee, by any of his Creditors, ſhall fully acquit and diſcharge ſuch 
Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, 
from all and every Action, Suit, Trial, Payment and Demand whatſoever, 
that may be brought, commenced or made by his Principal, his Executor: 
or Adminiſtrators, of, or for the ſame. 

And if any ſuch Factor, Agent or Truſtee, his Executors or Adminiſ- 
trators, ſhall be molefted, troubled or ſued by his Principal, for any Thing 
by him done, in Compliance with this Act, he or they may plead the general 
Iſſue, and give this Act in Evidence for his Juſtification. 


An Act for the Preſervation and increaſe of Deer ; and 
for the Encouragement of keeping them in Parks, or 
other Incloſures. 


HERE As the killing of Deer at unſeaſonable Timeswf the Year, is ver 
| Prejudicial to the public Good; the Fleſh and Skins being then but of litil 
Value, and their Increaſe greatly: hindered : 


TYE :t therefore enafied by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in Gt 
neral Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Perſon 

or Perſons, Indian or others, ſhall kill any Deer within this State, at any 
Time in the Months of January, February, March, April, May, June or July 
on Penalty of paying a Fine of Four Pounds ; one Half to any Perſon tha 
ſhall give Information thereof, and proſecute the ſame to Effect, and the 
other Half to the Treaſury of the Town where the Conviction is had. 
And any one Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, is hereby authorized t 
hear and determine any Offences againſt this Act; and may grant Execu- 
tion on ſuch Judgment, for the Fine and Coſt in common Form: Or 
the Perſon be unable to pay the ſame, the ſaid Authority may diſpoſe 0 
him in Service for that Purpoſe, for a Term not exceeding four Months 
And it ſhall and may be lawful for any Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace 


this AR, to grant a Warrant to ſearch for the Veniſon or Skins, in the ſam 
Manner as in the Caſe of ſtolen Goods, that ſuch Offenders may be detected. 
And in Caſe any Veniſon or Skins of any Buck, Doe or Fawn, new} 
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judged guilty of killing ſuch Deer; unleſs ſuch Perſon can ſatisfy the Au- 
thority before whom the Trial is, of his Innocency, by giving a ſatisfactory 
Account how the ſame came into his Poſſeſſion, and that he did not kill 
ſuch Deer, nor was aiding or affiſting therein. | | 
And the Grand Jurors in the reſpective Towns, ſhall enquire after, and 
inform of all Breaches of this Act: And on Conviction of the Perſon or 
Perſons informed againſt, ſhall be entitled to one Half of the Penalty a- 
foreſaid. | | 
Provided, That nothing in this Act ſhall be underſtood to prohibit Per- 
ſons killing their own Deer, by them kept in Parks or Incloſures. 


And whereas ſundry Perſons in this State, have eretted Parks or Incloſures 
for keeping and preſerving Deer, which is likely to be for the Public Good, and 
more may be erefled for the ſame Purpoſe : 

Therefore, For the Encouragement and Security thereof, 

Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon or Per- 
ſons ſhall kill or deſtroy any Buck, Doe or Fawn kept in any Park or Inclo- 
ſure in this State; or ſhall courſe, chaſe, hunt or wound any ſuch Deer; or 
ſhall wilfully pull up or throw down any Fence, Gates or Bars incloſing 


| ſuch Park or Incloſure whereby ſuch Deer may eſcape, without Leave 


from the Owner or Owners thereof ; or ſhall be aiding or 3 therein, 
every ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall, for every ſuch Treſpaſs in 


illing or 
deſtroying ſuch Deer, forfeit and pay to the Owner or Owners thereof 


Seven Pounds, beſides the Priee of ſuch Deer fo killed or deſtroyed. 

And for eve 
ing ſuch Deer, whether ſuch Deer be found without or within the Park, if 
it ſhall appear that the Perſon committing ſuch Treſpaſs knew, or had 
good Reaſon to think that ſuch Deer belonged to the Owner of the Park, 
ſhall forfeit and pay, as aforeſaid, the Sum of Thirty Shillings, beſides all 
ſuch Damages as ſhall be ſuſtained by ſuch courſing, chaſing, hunting or 
wounding. 

And 2 every ſuch Treſpaſs in ſo pulling up, opening or throwing down 
any Fence, Gates or Bars, as aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit and pay to the Owner or 


Owners of ſuch Park or Incloſure, the Sum of Thirteen Pounds, beſides al 
ſuch Damages as ſhall accrue thereby. 


ry ſuch Treſpaſs in courſing, chaſing, hunting, or wound 


ln. 
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And for further Encouragement of keeping Deer in Parks, and to prevent their 


being deftroyed when by any Accident they get out of the Part; 


Be it further enadted, That no Perſon ſhall courſe, chaſe or kill any Deer 
within two Miles of any Park wherein Deer are kept, except the Owner of 
the Park or by his Licence, on Pain of forfeiting Ten Pounds ro the Owner 
of ſuch Park. 


Which ſeveral Penalties, Forfeitures and Damages, ſhall and may be re- 
covered by Action, Bill, Plaint or Information. . 
Upon Conviftion of the Treſpaſſer or Treſpaſſers, and in the Trial of 
any and every Action brought for any of the Treſpaſſes in this Act menti- 
oned, relating to Parks, or the Deer in them, the Court before whom ſuch 
Caſe ſnall be brought, may proceed according to the Method provided in 
the ſixth Paragraph of the Law, entitled, An A for detecting and puniſhing 
« Treſpaſſes in divers Caſes, aud direting Proceedings, therein.” | 

Provided neveribeleſs, That if the Defendant in any ſuch Action be an 
Indian, or other Perſon ignorant of the Nature of an Oath, then ſuch 
Court ſhall refuſe his Oath to diſcharge him, and ſhall proceed on the 
Defendant's Part to enquire according to, and by any other proper Eyi- 
dence that may be produced by the Defendant. 
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An A& for the Puniſhment of Defamation. 


TIY HEREAS Defamation and Slander is a growing Evil, and tends much ts 
the Difturbance of the Peace: | 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whoſoever ſhall defame 


or {lander any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, and be thereof legally convic- 


ted before any Court in this State, ſhall pay a Sum not exceeding Ten Pounds, 
as a Fine to the public Treaſurer of the County in which ſuch Offence 
is committed, and the Perſon or Perſons flandered, ſhall have ſuch Coſts 
and Damages, as the Court and Jury that have Cognizance of the ſaid Caſe 
ſhall judge to be reaſonable and juſt. _ 

And that if any Negro, Indian, or Molatio- Slave ſhall utter, publiſh or 
ſpeak ſuch Words of or concerning any other Perſon that would by Law be. 
actionable if uttered, publiſhed or ſpoken by any free Perſon of or concern- 
ing any other; ſuch Negro, Indian, or Molatto-Slave being thereof convic- 
red before any one Aſſiſtent or Juſtice of the Peace, (who are hereby im- 
powered to hear and detemine the ſame) ſhall be puniſhed: by whipping on 
the naked Body, at the Diſcretion of the Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace 
before whom the Trial is, (Reſpect being had to the Circumſtances of the 
Caſe) not exceeding forty Stripes. And ſuch Slave ſo convicted, ſhall by 
ſuch Authority be fold or diſpoſed of to defray all Charges ariſing there- 
upon; unleſs the ſame be by his or her Maſter or Miſtreſs paid and anſwered. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That ſuch Slave be not debarred from mak'ng 
ſuch Pleas, and offering ſuch Evidences in his, her or their Defence or 
Juſtification on ſuch Trial, as any other Perſon might make Uſe ot being 
ſued in an Action of Defamation, ſo far as relates to the Trial before ſaid 
Aſſiſtant or Juſtice. 

And whereas defaming the Civil Authority of the State greatly tends to bring 
the ſame into Contempt; and thereby ta weaken the Hands of thoſe by whom 
Juſtice is to be adminiſired : | 

Which great Evil to prevent: 
Be it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That whoever ſhall defame any 


Court of Juſtice, or the Sentence or Proceedings of the ſame ;. or any of 


For defamin 
a court of juſ- 
tice, &c.?o be 
fined, impri- 
ſoned, &c. 


Freemen to 
chooſe dele- 
gates in Con- 
greſs, 


the Magiſtrates, Judges, or Juſtices of any Court, in Reſpe& of any 
Act or Sentence therein paſſed, and be thereof lawfully convicted before 
any of the General Courts, or Superior Courts in this State, ſhall be puniſhed 
for the ſame by Fine, Impriſonment, Distranchiſement or Baniſhment, as 
the Quality and Meaſure of the Offence, in the Opinion of the Court befors 
whom the Trial 1s had, ſhall deſerve, | 


An Act for regulating the Choice of Delegates to repre- 

{ent this State in the Congreſs of the United States, 
B* it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
D afembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Freemen in the 
teveral Towns in this State, on the Day when they give in their Votes for the 
Nomination of the Honorable Council of this State, in September annually, 
ſhall prepare and give in allo, in like Manner, their Votes or Suffrages, not 
exceeding Twelve each, for ſuch Gentlemen as they ſhall chooſe to repre- 
ſeat the State as Delegates, in the Congreſs of the United States, the next 
Lear; and the Votes being returned to the General Aſſembly in Ofober, 
ſhall be ſorted and counted, and thoſe who ſtand higheſt in Nomination, to 


the Number of Twelve, ſhall be declared and publiſhed to ſtand in Nomy 
Es 82 | nation 
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nation for Election in May following, whereof the Freemen at their annual 

Meeting in April, ſhall proceed to chooſe ſeven Delegates; and on the Day 
| of the General Election, by ſorting and counting the Votes returned, the 

ſame ſhall be determined; whereGt any, not exceeding Four, nor leſs than 

Two, to attend as Members of Congreſs, in Behalf, and at the Expence of 
4 this State, | 
: And it is further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Delegates negates ac- 
< from this State, whether choſen in Manner aforeſaid, or by the General Aſ- countable to, 
„ ſembly as hereafter provided, ſhall be accountable and anſwerable to this & removeable 
e Aſſembly for their Conduct from Time to Time, and be liable to be re- <4 * 
8 called in Caſe ſaid Aſſembly ſhall judge fit. | 2 
ſe Be it further enacted, That the Delegates ſo choſen, ſhall enter upon their 

Offices on the firſt Monday of November, next enſuing their Election, and Time of en- 
or continue in the ſame for the Term of one Year thence next enſuing. Al- tering on, & 
be. ways provided, That Delegates may be choſen by the General Aſſembly to continuance 
n- repreſent this State in Congreſs, until their Places may be ſupplied in the in office. 
c- Manner in this Act directed; any Thing in th Act before contained not- 
m- withſtanding. | 
on Provided always, That in Caſe of Death, Reſignation, Refuſal or Revo- 


ce cation, the General Aſſembly may ſupply ſuch Vacancy as may ſo happen. 


— — — 


by | 8 | 
1 An Act concerning Delinquents. 
'ng E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
2 or aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Perſons profe- 


ing I cuted for any Matter of Delinquency, before the Superior or County 
{aid Court, ſhall have Liberty to be tried by a Jury, if deſired. 

That when any Perſon or Perſons ſhall be brought before any Aſſiſtant 
or Juſtice of the Peace, for any Matter of a criminal Nature, ſuch Au- 
thority is hereby fully impowered to hear and determine the fame, where 
the Penalty does not exceed the Sum of Forty Shillings. 

But if by Law ſuch Matter is not determinable by a ſingle Minifter of 
Juſtice, ſuch Authority ſhall recognize with Surety, ſuch Perſon or Perſons, 
if bailable, ro appear before the Court proper to try and determine the 
ſame : And for want of ſufficient Bail to commit him or them to Gaol, for 
the Purpoſe aforeſaid ; and alſo to commit to Gaol all ſuch as are not by 
Law bailable, that they may be brought to Juſtice. 

That when any Perſon ſhall be condemned in any Matter of a criminal 
Nature, before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, (except for Drunken- 
neſs, prophane Swearing, Curling, or Sabbath-breaking) he ſhall have 
Liberty of an Appeal to the next County Court; provided he give ſuffici- 


ent Security for his Appearance, and for the abiding the Judgment that 
pre- may be given by the County Court therein. | 
ites. And if any Perſon who ſhall be required to appear and give his Evi- 


dence, upon the Trial or Examination of any Delinquent or Criminal, or 
Court Ian Offender againſt any penal Law, ſhall refuſe to appear, or make Oath 
| to declare his Knowledge in the Caſe, the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice hold- 


o tn Ming ſuch Trial, may apprehend and commit the Perſon ſo retuling to Gao], 
wy UH. there to remain at his dn Coſt, till he ſhall give Evidence as afoteſaid. 

ant: ; Provided always, That ſuch Evidence ſhall at no Time be conſtrued to 
— a Prejudice. IT 

7 ewe when any Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall have plain 
* 7 View, or perſonal Knowledge of any Perſon's being guilty of Drunkenneſs, 
150 5 prophane Swearing, Curſing, or Sabbath- break ing, it ſhall be accounted 
wake good and ſufficient Evidence in the Law, for ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juftice to 
5 make up a Judgment againſt ſuch Perſon or Perſons offending, when guilty 
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of any of the ſaid Crimes, having firſt cauſed ſuch Perſons to be brought 
before him. | 


* 


No perſon to And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon ſhall 


plant, &c. ' plead in Behalf of any Perſon er Perſons that are upon Examination or 
without 


Trial for Delinquency, without Leave from the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
2 before whom ſuch Trial is. | N . 

| And if any Perſon or Perſons upon his or their Examination er Trial 

Puniſhable for Delinquency, or any other Perſon not under Examination or Trial 

* contempt, ag aforeſaid, in the Preſence of any Court, ſhall either in Words or Actions 

8 behave contemptuouſly or diſorderly, it ſhall be in the power of the Court, 

Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice to inflit ſuch Puniſhment upon him or them as they 

ſhall judge moſt ſuitable to the Nature of the Offence. Provided, T hat no 

Proviſo. ſingle Miniſter of Juſtice ſhall inflit any other Puniſhment upon ſuch 

Offenders than Impriſonment, binding to the Peace or good Behaviour 

to the next County Court, putting them in the Stocks, there to ſit not 

.exceeding two Hours, or impoſing a Fine, not exceeding Thirty Shillings. 

And when any Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, or Conſtable ſhall receive a 

Warrant from any Court, Aſſiſtant or Juſtice that hath lawful Cogaizance 

eriFs, cc. Of the Offence, to do Execution of a Judgment by them given againſt any 

o execu- Criminal or Delinquent, ſuch Officer ſhall proceed according to the Direc- 

tion, c tion of ſuch Warrant to do Execution himſelf, or by ſome meet Perſon by 

him to be procured, to the Acceptanee of the Court granting ſuch Warrant ; 

and for doing Execution as aforeſaid, a reaſonable Satisfaction ſhall be 

made, as the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice ſhall allow; which ſhall be taxed 

as Part of the Coſt againſt ſuch Delinquent, and ſhall be paid, as in this 

Act is provided for the Payment of the Charges of Proſecution. 

Provided nevertheleſs, and be it enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 

no Perſon ſhall be twice ſentenced for one and the ſame Crime, Treſpals, 

Provilv. or Offence; and that no bodily Puniſhment that is inhuman, barbarous, 

or cruel, ſhall be inflicted on any Perſon, 


— 
— 


. 
— 
* — — 
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And be it further enafed by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Perſons who 
ſhall for any Matter of Delinquency, or of a criminal Nature, be informed 
againſt, complained of, indicted, or any ways proſecuted by any informing 
Officer legally appointed and ſworn for that Purpoſe, ſhall pay all the 

Delinquents, neceſſary Coſt ariſing upon ſuch Proſecution before they ſhall be diſcharg- 

to pay coſts, ed; whether on Trial of the Caſe they ſhall be found guilty, or not, if it 

— not, ſhall appear to the Court, Afſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace before whom 

except, &c. the Proſecution ſhall be, that the ſame was occaſiened by any unlawful 

or blameable Conduct of the Perſon or Perſons accuſed ; but in every 

Cafe where à Bill is preſented to a Grand-Jury, and by them returned 

not a true Bill, and in every other Caſe, whether an Indictment by a 

Grand- Jury, or other Information, it ſhall appear to the Satisfaction of the 

Court, Aſſiſtant or Juſtice, that tuch Indictment or Information was occs- 

ſioned by Miſtake, or without any faulty Conduct of the Perſon or Perſons 

accuſed, ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall be diſmiſſed without paying Cot ; 

and the neceſſary Coſt ariſen ſhall be paid out of the Treaſury into which 

the Fine ſhould have been paid, had the Criminal been fined upon ſuch 
Proſecution. | 

| And that when any Perſon proſecuted as aforeſaid, who ought to pay 

Not having the Coſt of his Proſecution, ſhall not have Eſtate to pay the tame, it ſhall 


eſtate to pay | and may be lawful. for the Court, Aſſiſtant or Juſtice, before whom ſuch 
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thecoſt, how Proceſs ſhall be, to diſpoſe of any ſuch Perſon in Service to any Inhabitant 
m—_— of this State, or of the United States, for ſo long a Time as ſhall be neceſ- 


ſary ta procure Money ſufficient to pay ſuch Coft : But when ſuch Charges 
cannot be obtained out of the Eſtate or Service of any Perſon proſecuted 
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as aforeſaid, ſuch Charges, if the Trial be in the Superior Court, ſhall be 
paid out of the State Treaſury ; and if ſuch Proſecution be in the County 
Court, the Coſt ſhall be paid out of the County Treaſury ; and it before 
an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, the Coſt ſhall be paid out of the Town 
Treanmary. - -- 
And E Caſe Coſt ſhall ariſe on any Proceedings, or Purſuit of any Perſon 
informed againſt by any Informing Officer, and ſuch Perſon cannut be 
apprehended, or being apprehended ſhall, without Fault of the Officer, 
eſcape, before he is committed to Priſon, or bailed; it the Crime of which 
ſuch Perſon is accuſed is cognizable by the Superior Court, the Coſt ſhall 
be paid out of the State Treaſury ; and if cognizable before the County 
Court, the Coſt ſhall be paid out of the County Treaſury ; and ſaid Courts 
reſpectively (having allowed ſuch Coſt) ſhall give Order for the Payment 
thereof accordingly, in every of the Caſes atoreſaid, | | 


CC 


An Act for taking up and ſecuring Deſerters, and for 
puniſhing thoſe who ſhall conceal them, 
E it enafFed by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 


aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Soldier or Mariner 
regularly inliſted into, or taken or retained in the Service of this State, or 


of the United States of America, ſhall deſert ſaid Service, and be found 


within this State, it ſhall be the Duty of any and every Perſon that ſhall 
have Knowledge or Information thereof, and eſpecially of the Conſtables 
and Grand-Jurors in the ſeveral Towns in this State, to give Notice 
thereof to the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, who ſhall by proper 
Warrant under his Hand, cauſe ſuch Deſerter forthwith to be apprehend- 
ed and returned to his Commander, or the Place where he was ſtationed, or 
committed to the Goal of the County where he ſhall be taken, and fend In- 
telligence thereof as ſoon as may be to his commanding Officer ja ſuch 
Way as will be attended with the leaſt Expence. 5 

That if any Perſon ſhall harbour or conceal any ſuch Deſerter, knowing 
him to be ſuch, ſuch Perſon ſhall forfeit and pay a Fine not exceeding 
Fifteen Pounds, for the Uſe of the Treaſury of this State, or be impriſoned 
not exceeding two Months, at the Diſcretion of the County Court which 
ſhall have Cognizance of the Offence, _ | 


—ů —— 
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An Act relating to Bills of Divorce. 


Z it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Bill of Divorce 
ſhall be granted to any Man or Woman, lawfully married, but. in Caſe of 
Adultery, or fraudulent Contract, or wilful Deſertion for three Years with 
total Neglect of Duty; or in Caſe of ſeven Years abſence of one Party not 
heard of: After due Enquiry is made, and the Matter certified to the Su- 
perior Court, in which Caſe the other Party may be' deemed and accounted 
ſingle and unmarried, And in that Caſe, and in all other Caſes aforemen- 
tioned, a Bill of Divorce may be granted by the Superior Court to the ag- 
grieved Party; who may then lawfully marry or be married again. 


. 


— Wi. 


An Act for preventing Miſchief by Dogs. 


JF HER E AS 
by Dogs ; ana of late, in ev" Towns in this State, ibey appear 


much Damage bas been occaſioned in ſundry Parts of this _ 
to be at- 
tended 
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the Satisfaction of ſuch Court, before whom any ſuch Trial may be had, 


— 


tended with an uncommon Diſeaſe, indicating Madneſs ; by Means whereof _ 
People have already ſuſtained much Damage, and are greatly endangered and ex- 
poſed to ſuffer much more, unleſs proper Meaſures are taken to prevent the ſame. 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in Genera! Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Authority and 
Select- men of the ſeveral Towns in this State, or the major Part of them; 
or the major Part of the Sele&-men in ſuch ſeveral Towns, with the Advice 
of any one Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall have full Power and Au- 
thority, and they are hereby authorized and impowered to make all neceſ- 
ſary Rules, Orders and Regulations (whenever they ſhall judge the Inhabi- 
tants of the State, their Perſons or Properties ſhall be in Danger) for the 
confining, reſtraining, killing or deſtroying of Dogs belonging to, or found 
within their reſpective Towns, as they ſhall judge reaſonable for the effec- 
tual Security of ſuch Inhabitants : The ſame to be publiſhed, and a Notifi- 
cation thereof ſet up in Writing, in three of the moſt public Places in ſuch 
Town wherein ſuch Order ſhall be made, and not leſs than One in each 
Society therein. 


And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when ſuch Orders 
or Rules ſhall be ſo made and publiſhed as aforeſaid, all Perſons ſhall ac- 
cordingly conform thereto, and obey ſuch Rules or Orders, on pain that 
every Perſon who ſhall offend againſt, or not obey ſuch Rules or Orders, 
ſhall forfeit the Sum of Forty Shillings, one Half to him who ſhall proſecute 
the ſame to Effect, and the other Half to the Treaſurer of the Town where 
ſaid Offence ſhall be committed: And that all ſuch Dogs as ſhall not be 
confined or reftrained within ſuch Rules and Orders, made as aforeſaid, 
may be liable to be killed and deſtroyed, by any Perſon or Perſons whate- 
ver : And if any ſuch Perſon ſhall be ſued or proſecuted for the ſame, he 
may plead not guilty, and give this Act in Evidence, unleſs ſuch Perſon 
commencing and proſecuting any ſuch Action as aforeſaid, ſhall prove, to 


that he had fully complied with ſuch Orders and Rules as aforeſaid. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That nothing in this Act ſhall be underſtood or 
conſtrued to reſtrain or prevent any Perſon from killing or deſtroying any 
Dog found mad, or ſuſpected to be mad ; or otherwiſe ſhall be tound doing 
Miſchief, or attempting to do the ſame, when alone, out of the Poſſeſſions 
of his Owner, and diſtant from the Care and Command of any Perſon hav: 
ing the Charge of ſuch Dog; any Thing in this Act, or any other Act to 
the contrary notwithſtanding, 


— 


An Act concerning the Dowry of Widows. 


THAT there may be ſuitable Proviſion made for the Maintenance and comfort: 
able Support of Widows, after the Deceaſe of their Huſbands : 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cour 
B aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That every marie Woman, 
iving with her Husband in this State, or abſent elſewhere from him with 
his Conſent, or through his meer Default, or by inevitable Providence; 0 
in Caſe of Divorce where ſhe is the innocent Party, that ſhall not before 
Marriage be eſtated by Way of Jointure in ſome Houſes, Lands, Tene— 
ments or Hereditaments for Term of Life; or with ſome other Eſtate in lieu 
thereof, ſhall immediately upon, and after the Death of her Husband, hav! 
Right, Title and Intereſt by Way of Dower, in and unto one third Part df 
the real Eſtate of her ſaid deceaſed Husband, in Houles and Lands which 
ke ſtood poſſeſſed of ia his ow] Right, at the Time of his Deceale, to be 
| | | ro. 
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pon, ſuch Perſon ſo challenging or accepting, ſhall forfeit and pay into the 


Sum of One Thouſand Pounds, and ſhall alſo find ſufficient Sureties to the 


. tober then next enſuing : And then every Freeman in each Town the 


— — * — 


nm 


Treaſury of this State, for every ſuch Offence, (being thereof convicted 
before the Superior Court, by the Teſtimony of one or more credible Wit. 
neſſes, Confeſſion of the Party offending, or other ſufficient Evidence) the 


Acceptance of ſuch Court, for his Good-behaviour during Life; and ſuch 
Perſon ſhall alſo be diſabled ever after, from holding any Office of Profi 
or Honor under this State; and if ſuch Convict ſhall be unable or negle& 
to pay the ſaid Forfeiture, he or they ſhall be cloſely impriſoned for the 
Term of one full Year. | 

Be it further enacted, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall willingly or 
knowingly carry or deliver any written Challenge, or verbally deliver any 
Meſſage, meant as, or purporting a Challenge, or ſhall be preſent at th: 
fighting any Duel as aforeſaid, as a Second, or Aid, or give Countenanc 
thereto ; he or they being convicted as aforeſaid, ſhall ſuffer the ſam: 
Forfeitures, Pains, Penalties and Diſabilities as aforeſaid ; ſaving onh 
finding Sureties for Good-behaviour during Life, as before provided, 


An Act for regulating the Election of the Governor 
Lieutenant-Governor, Aſſiſtants, &c. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cou 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Conſtables i 

the ſeveral Towns in this State, without further Order, ſhall warn all th 
Freemen in their reſpective Towns, to meet together yearly ; That is to ſa 
In the Counties ot Hartford, New- Haven, Fairfield and Litchfield, on th 
third Tueſday of September. | 
And in the Counties of Neu- London and Windbam, on the ſecond Tu! 
day of September, about nine of the Clock in the Morning, at ſome conv: 
nient Place where they have uſually been held, when and where they ſh: 
firſt chooſe Deputies or Repreſentatives to attend the General Court in 0 


pretent, ſhall give in his Vote or Suffrage for twenty Perſons (their Nam 
being fairly written on a Piece of Paper) whom he judgeth qualified 
ſtand in Nomination for Election in the Month of May next tollowing 
Which Votes or Suffrages ſhall be delivered to an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice' 
the Peace, (it any be preſent) otherwiſe to ſuch Conſtable as ſhall inhat 
in the Town where ſuch Votes are given in; which Aſſiſtant, Juſtic 
or Conſtable, ſhall make Entry of the Names of all ſuch Perſons as 
Freemen do vote for; with the Number of Votes that each Perſon hat) 
A Copy whereof the ſaid Aſſiſtant, Juſtice, or Conſtable in each Toy 
ſhall ſend ſealed up, to the General Aſſembly in OFober next following,“ 
the Deputy or Repreſentatives of ſuch Town. Ke 

At which Aſſembly all the Votes of the Freemen of this State ſhall ! 
compared, and thole twenty Perſons who ſhall have the greateſt Num 
of Votes, ſhall be the Perſons whoſe Names ſhall be returned to 
{everal Towns to be the Perſons nominated to ſtand for Election in 
next following: Out of which Number the twelve Aſſiſtants ſhall 
choſen. Bur the treemen ſhall have Liberty to chovſe the Governor : 
Lieutenant-Governor, where they ſee Cauſe, of all or any Freemen wit! 
this State, | 

And all and every Conſtable ſhall attend this Order annually, on Pen: 

of forteiting the Sum of Four Pounds, to the public Treafury of the St: 
for every Neglect thereof. 3: 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Election 
| | | Governo), 
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Governor, Lieutenant- Governor, Aſſiſtants, and ſuch other public Officers 
as ſhall be appointed to be choſen, ſhall by Proxy of the Freemen be at- 


tended and conſummated in the General Aſſembly to be holden at Hart- 
ferd, upon the ſecond Thurſday-of May, annually, 


And that the Eleflion by Proxies may be ſo regulated and managed, as to pre- 
vent the uſing any Fraud or Deceit therein: 

It is further enacted, That the Secretary of the State, for the Time being, 
ſhall with the Acts and Orders of the General Court in October, yearly, 
ſend a Copy of the Names of all thoſe Perſons who are nominated as afore- 
{aid, to ſtand for Election as aforeſaid, to the Printer, in order that the 
ſaid Perſons Names may, with the ſaid Acts, be diſtributed to the ſeveral 
Towns in this State. | | 

And the ſeveral Conftables in the reſpeftive Towns throughout this State, 
without further Order, on the Penalty aforeſaid, ſhall by themſelves, or 
ſome deputed by them, warn all the Freemen in their reſpective Towns, to 
convene at the Place where ſuch Meetings are uſually held, on the Monday 
next following the firſt Tueſday in April, annuallv, at nine of the Clock in 
the Morning; when and where they ſhall firſt chooſe Deputies to attend 


the General Court in May next following; where alſo ſhall be read to 


them the Freeman's Oath ; the three laſt Paragraphs of this Act, and the 


Names of thoſe Perſons nominated to ſtand for Election: And then the 


Freemen ſhall proceed to bring in.to the Civil Authority, (or if none be 


preſent) to the Conſtable or Conſtables preſent, the Name of him whom 


they would have for Governor for the Year enſuing, fairly written upon a 


Piece of Paper; which the ſaid Authority, or Conſtable or Conſtables 


ſhall receive, and in the Preſence of the Freemen ſeal up the ſame in a 
Piece of Paper, and write on the out- ſide of the Paper fo ſealed, the Name 
of the Town; and then add theſe Words, viz. Votes for the Governor. In 
like Manner they ſhall proceed in bringing in, ſcaling up, and writing 
upon their Votes for the Lieutenant-Governor, Treaſurer and Secretary. 
But before the Treaſurer and Secretary are voted for, the Freemen ſhall 


bring in their Votes for thoſe nominated to ſtand for Election; beginning 


with him that ſtands firſt in the Nomination, and bring in their Votes for 
him; which by the ſaid Authority, or Conſtable or Conſtables, ſhall be 


received, ſealed up, and written upon, as aforeſaid ; inſerting the Name 


of the Perſon voted for; and fo thall they proceed till they have paſted 
through the whole Nomination. But no one Freeman to vote for more 
than twelve of the Number in Nomination to be Aſſiſtants. 

And the Votes for Election of Aſſiſtants ſhall be a written Piece of Pa- 
per, (and no unwritten Piece of Paper ſhall be given in]: And the Civil 


Authority or Conſtables who receive the Votes and ſeal them up as afore- 


ſaid, ſhall by themſelves, or one of the Deputies of the Court, convey the 
ſaid Proxies to Hartford, and deliver them at the Election, as they ſhall 
be ordered, to thoſe Perſons who are appointed to receive, ſort, and count 


the ſaid Votes. 


And at the Time cf the Election (the Governor and Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor being firſt choſen and declared) thoſe ſtanding in Nomination ſhall be 
put to Election in the ſame Order as they are propounded ; after which 
thoſe twelve Perſons who ſhall have the greateſt Number of Votes, ſhall 
be the Aſſiſtants of this State for the Year then enſuing ; and ſhall be ſo 
declated accordingly. And alſo Declaration ſhall be made of the Choice 
of the Treaſurer and Secretary. | 

And if any Perſon that is not a Freeman of this State, admitted and ſworn 
according to Law, ſhall preſume to vote or give in his Proxy in the Election 
of any of the Members of the General Aſſembly ; or if any Freeman ſhall 
put in above one Vote or Proxy for one Perſon at the fame Election to ou 
Office, he (hall pay a fine of Five Pounds, to the public Treaſury of this State. 

| An. 
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Penalty on 
ſuch as undu- 
ly influence 
others in their 
votes. 


and on ſuch 


as accept a 


fee for giv- 


ing or refuſ- 
ing to give 
any vote. 


Members 
unduly elec- 
red, 1ncapa- 
ble to ſerve. 


Who to 
make pre- 
ſentment. 


Preamble. 


The govern- 
or impowered 
to lay embar- 
goes. 


Proviſo. 


And whereas undue Influence, Bribery, and Corruption in Elections, are of 
pernicious T endency in a State : 


Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon ſhall 
endeayour undyly to perſuade or influence any other Perſon or Perſons, in 
giving their Vote or Suffrage for any Member of the Legiſlature, by offer- 
ing to any Perſon or Perſons any written Vote or Votes for that Purpoſe, 
without being firſt thereto requeſted, ſuch Perſon fo offending, ſhall pay 
a Fine of Forty Shillings, for the Uſe of the Town Treaſury. : 


And be it further enaed, That no Perſon or Perſons ſhall offer, accept, 
or receive any Sum or Sums of Money, or other Matter or Thing, by way 
of Gift, Fee or Reward, for giving or refuſing to give any Vote or Suffrage 
for electing any Member of the General Aſſembly of this State, nor pro- 
miſe, procure, or any ways confer any Gratuity, Reward, or Preferment 
for, or on Account of any Vote or Suffrage given, or to be giyen in any 
Election: And every Perſon ſo giving, offering, accepting or receiving as 
aforeſaid, ſhall in every ſach Caſe, forteit and pay the Sum of Five Pounds; 
one Half to him or them that ſhall ſue r and proſecute the ſame to 
Effect, and the other Half to the Treaſury of the Town where the Offence 
is committed. And any Perſon who ſhall be convicted a ſecond Time of 
the like Offence, ſhall be disfranchiſed. ; 

And that every Perſon who ſhall be elected by Means of ſuch evil and 
illegal Practice as aforeſaid, ſhall be, and hereby is declared to be incapable 
to ſerve as a Member in ſuch Aſſembly; unleſs ſuch Perſon ſhall be able 
to ſatisfy ſaid Aſſembly, that the ſame was done altogether without his 
Privity, 2 that he was not directly or indirectly concerned therein. 


And be it furt ber enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be the 
Duty of every Conſtable and Grand-jury-man, to enquire after, and make 
Preſentment of all Breaches of this Act. 


* 
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An Act to enable the Governor to lay an Embargo, 
and for rendering the ſame when laid effectual. 
HERE AS the Exportation of Neceſſaries, and other Articles that may be 
wanted in Times of Scarcity, and Times of War, may reduce the- Inhabitants 

of this State to great Straits, and prove very prejudicial to the public Intereſt ; 

Which to prevent 
E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Governor of 
this State, for the Time being, by and with the Advice of the Council, is 
hereby fully impowered, and deſired from Time to Time, as there ſhall be 

Occaſion, to iſſue out and ſend forth his Proclamation, thereby to prohi- 

bit and forbid the Tranſportation, or carrying out of this State, either 

by Land or Water, any Article or Thing that the Governor, 2nd 
his Council ſhall think neceſſary and expedient to prohibit for the 

Time ſet and limited, in, and by ſuch Proclamation : Provided always, 

that ſuch Embargo ſhall not extend to hinder any neceſſary Proviſions 

from being put on Board any Ships of War, or Privateers, or Merchant 

Ships, or Veſſels belonging to this State, or to any of the Inhabitants there- 

of, or to the United States, for their neceſſary Stores, Bills of which Stores 


always to be allowed by ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, in which 
Allowance, regard is to be had to the Number of Men, and Length of the 


Voyage intended, or ſhall the ſame continue in Force after the Expiration 


of twenty Days next after the Beginning of the next General Aſſembly | 


that ſhall happen after che Date of ſuch Proclamation, : 
And 
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And that all Embargoes, when laid by the Governor and Council as 
aforeſaid, or by the General Aſſembly, may be rendered effectual: 


Be it enacted by the Authority: aforeſaid, That upon the publiſhing of a 
Proclamation for an Embargo regularly laid, every Perſon whatſoever, and 
all Maſters of Ships or other Veſſels, lying within this State, ſhall forthwith 
land and ſtop, all and every embargoed Article or Thing, as they then have 
on Board ſuch Ships or Veſſels, or loaded in or upon any Cart, Carriage, 
Waggon, Pack-horſe or otherwiſe, for Tranſportation, or that may be dri- 
ving on the Foot, contrary to ſuch Proclamation, or give a true Invoice 
and Account thereof to ſome Naval-Office, Aſſiſtant or fuftice of the Peace, 
and alſo become bound with two ſufficient Sureties to the Treaſurer of this 
State, in the penal Sum of five Times the Value of ſuch embargoed Articles 
or Things, which they are about tranſporting and carrying out as aforeſaid, 
with a Condition to ſaid Bond, importing, that if ſaid embargoed Articles or 
Things ſhall be landed, or ſold in ſome Place in this State, for the Uſe of the 
Inhabitants thereof, then the ſaid Bond to be void, but on Failure thereof, 
to be and remain in full Force. 

And if any Perſon or Perſons, ſhall refuſe and negle& to conform himſelf 
to this Act, it ſhall be lawful for any Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, 
and they are hereby ordered in ſuch Caſe, ex Officio, or on Complaint or 
Information, to iſſue forth a Warrant to a proper Officer, to ſeize and ſe- 
cure ſuch embargoed Articles or Things, until ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
ſhall conform to this Act, and alſo pay all Coſts occaſioned by ſaid Refuſal 
or Neglect, ſaid Coſts to be taxed and allowed by ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice. 

And be it further enafied, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall tranſgreſs 
this Act, by carrying or driving out of this State any embargoed Article 
or Thing, contrary to ſaid Proclamation, he or they ſhall forfeit double 
the Value thereof, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or Information in any 
Court proper to try the ſame ; one Half to him or them who ſhall proſe- 
cute the ſame to Effect (if proſecuted by a common Informer) and the 
other Half to the public Treaſury of this State; but if proſecuted by any 
public Informing Officer, then the whole of ſaid Forfeiture ro belong to 
ſaid public Treaſury. And all Informing Officers are hereby directed to 
proſecute all Breaches of this Act. | 


. 


— 


An Act to prevent Encroachments on High-Ways, and 
on common and undivided Lands, 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Perſon hath 
within the Space of fifteen Years, taken, or ſhall take any Part of any High- 
Way, or common or undivided Land, into his Field or Incloſure; or erect 
any Fence thereon, in ſuch Manner that the ſaid High-Way is ftraitned, 
and made narrower than before ; or any Part of the common or undivi- 
ded Land is encroached upon, the Sclect- men of the Town wherein the 
Offence is committed, or a Committee appointed by ſuch Town for that 
Purpoſe, or a Committee appointed for that End by the Proprietors of 
the common or undivided Land encroached upon, (which Committees 
ſuch Town and Proprietors are enabled to appoint) or any Three of ſuch 
Proprietors are hereby directed and impowered to give Notice or Warning 
to the Perſon or Perſons ſo offending, to remove or cauſe to be removed, 
ſuch Fence or Encroachment within ſuch convenient Time as the ſaid Select- 
men, Committee, or Proprietors ſhall appoint, not exceeding one Month 
after ſuch Notice. | . 8 | 
And if the Perſon or Perſons warned as afureſaid, do not cauſe ſuch 
3 Fence 


Upon pro- 
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all goods, &c. 
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and bond gi- 
ven, &c. 


Duty of aſſiſ- 
tants & juſti- 
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Equity. 


Fence or Eucroachment to be removed within the Time ſo limited, it ſhall 
be lawful for the ſaid Select- men, Committee, or the ſaid three Proprietors, 
to remove the ſame. 3 
Charge of And the Perſon who made ſuch Encroachment, ſhall pay to ſuch Select- 
removal by men, Committee or Proprietors, the Charge of ſuch Warning, and throwing 
whom paid. gown and removing ſuch Eneroachment; to be recovered by Action before 
any Court proper to try the ſame. | 
And if the Perſon offending as aforeſaid, ſhall commit the like Offence, 
Penalty of by taking in the ſame, or a greater or leſſer Quantity of any High-way, 
405. e. Common or undivided Land, where his Fence has been removed as afore- 
cond offence. ſaid, he ſhall incur the Penalty of Forty Shillings for every ſuch Offence, as 
often as he ſhall commit the ſame; to be recovered by Bill, Plaint, Action 
or Information by the Perſon who gave the Warning, and cauſed the ſaid 
Fence or Encroachment to be removed ; one Halt of the Penalty to be 
to the Proſecutors, with Coſt of Proſecution, and the other Half to the 
County Treaſury of the County in which the Offence is committed. In 
which Trials no Appeal ſhall be allowed. | 
And that every Perſon proſecuted for ſaid Offence, ſhall be deemed 
Burden of guilty thereof, unleſs he can ſatisfy the Court that hath Cognizance thereof, 
proof on the that he did it not himſelf ; nor by his Order or Conſent, cauſe, or procure 
delinquent. ſaid Offence to be committed. And it ſhall be lawful for ſuch Select-men, 
Committee, or Proprietors, without further Notice, to remove ſuch En- 
croachment as often as it ſhall be ſet up, after it hath been once removed 
as aforeſaid. | 85 | 
And be it further enafied by the Authority aforeſaid, That if thoſe, or any 
This act may of thoſe Perſons that ſhall pull down and remove ſuch Fence or Encroach- 
— — in ment as aforeſaid, ſhall be ſued in Treſpaſs for ſo doing, by any Perſon or 
the general Perſons whoſe Fence ſhall be ſo pulled down or removed, ſuch Sele&-men, 
11 iſſue. Committee or Proprietors, who ſhall pull down and remove the ſaid Fence, 
18h * or cauſe the ſame to be done, may plead not guilty, and give this Act in 
44 Evidence on the Trial; and if the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in ſuch Action 
1 fhall not | cage that the Fence removed, when ſtanding was well on the 
[. Bounds of his or their Lands, or their Lands for whom the Plaintiff or Plain- 
1-1 1 tiffs hold the ſame, and ſo was not any Encroachment, as aforeſaid, Ver- 
0 dict ſhall be given in Favour of the Defendants. In which Caſe, as in Caſe 
1 [ Double cofts. alſo of a Nonſuit, Judgment ſhall be rendered for double Coſts in Favour 
If of the Defendants. 


1 


— 
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An Act for regulating Proceedings in Equity. 


| E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
Courts of e- aſſembled, and by the Authority of ibe ſame, That the ſeveral Courts 
quity how to in this State having Juriſdiction of Suits brought for Relief in Equity, 
"PRI: ſhall proceed therein according to the Rules of Equity, and the Uſage of 
the General Afﬀembly in ſuch Caſes, and fhall take Cognizance, as Court 
of Equity, of ſuch Matters only, wherein adequate Remedy cannot be had 
in the ordinary Courſe of Law ; and ſhall keep Records of their Proceed- 
ings, and have Power to enforce their Decrees by granting Execution there: 
on againſt the Eftate or Perſon, or in any other Manner proper for a Cour 
of Equity: and no Appeal ſhall be allowed from any Sentence or Decree o 
any Court given in any Suit for Relief in Equity, except where ſpecii 
Proviſion is made by Law for that Purpoſe. | 


: And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when any Mino 
When a mi- under the Age of twenty-one Years, ſhall be intereſted in any mortgaged, 
je 8 or other real Eſtate, which in Equity ought to be conveyed to any otheſ 


Perſon 


No appeal 
except, &c. 
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Equity, as to Depreciation, 
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U Perſon or Perſons, and ſuch Conveyance is decreed and ordered by the 
'S, Court having Cognizance of the ſame, the Guardian of ſuch Minor is 

hereby authorized and impowered to make and execute ſuch Conveyance 
K- in Behalf of ſuch Minor; which Conveyance, fo made, ſhall be good and 
ng effectual in Law. 


Ye And the ſaid Court ſhall have Power to enjoin ſuch Guardian to make 
the ſame, under a ſuitable Penalty. | 
ce, And if ſuch Minor have no Guerdian, at the Time of bringing ſuch 


ay, Suit, the ſaid Court is hereby authorized to appoint one; and the Guar- 
re- dian fo appointed, ſhall have Power to do every Thing in Behalf of ſuch 


, as Minor, proper for his Defence in ſuch Suit, and for carrying the Decree 
ion of the Court therein, into Effect. | | 


be fl © | | eee 
ne An Act aſcertaining the Value of Continental Bills of 
Credit, and of Contracts made therefor, and direct- 


med | ing the Courts to determine according to Equity, 


reof, all Suits brought thereon. 

cure 

* n, E it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
En- 


aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Contracts made 
oved BN on or before the firſt Day of September, 1777, for lawful Money, or for 

Bills of Credit of this State, or Continental Bills of Credit, ſhall be deem- 
r any WW ed equal to the ſame nominal Sum in Gold or Silver. 

That all Contracts made between the firſt Day of September, 1777, and 
the 18th Day of March, 1780, underſtood or expreſſed to be for the com- 
mon Currency of the United States, or of this State, ſhall be rated in 
Spaniſh milled Dollars, or other Coins equivalent, agreeable to the follow- 


ing Table, which ſhews the Value of one hundred Spaniſh milled Dol- 


lars in Continental Bills of Credit, at the ſeveral Times therein expreſſed, 
which is agreeable to the Scale adopted by Congreſs, 


177. Dollars. | 1778, Dollars. | 1779, Dollars. 
September 1ſt, 100 | Auguſt 1ſt, 348 | July iſt, 1486 
I5th, 104 I5th, 370 I5th, 1548 
October iſt, 109 | September 1ſt, 400 | Auguſt  ift, 1631 
15th, 115 | 15th, 429 | I5th, 1709 
November ift, 121 | October iſt, 464 | September iſt, 1800 
P 15th, 127 15th, 500 15th, 1908 
| December iſt, 133 | November iſt, 545 | October iſt, 2032 
„ 15th, 139 2 th, 584 i 1th, 2151 
1778, December ift, 634 | November iſt, 2340 
pl Court I January — 1ſt, 146 15th, 679 | 15th 2433 
Courts I5th, 152 1779s December iſt, 2597 
. Wfcbruary iſt, 160 | January iſt, 742 I5th, 2741 
EY „ 167 I5th, 796 1780, 
ſage oi March iſt, 175 | February iſ, 868 | January iſt, 2932 
Court : 1th, 186 1th, 932 1th, 3115 
- be had April iſt, 203 | March iſt, 1000 | February iſt, 3333 
4 F 15th, 214 I5th, 1048 th, 3533 
roceed qi May iſt, 230 | April iſt, 1104 | March iſt, 3732 
n there: 15th, 245 I5th, 1156 18th, 4000 
a Cour June ri, ah 5 | May | iſt 1219 | 
| I5th, 281 | 5th, 1272 
Jecrec g July "> 2 June iſt, 1344 
5 ſpeci 15th, 332.1 I 5th, 1404 | | 


* And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Contracts 
y Mino made on or before the 18th Day of March, 1780, may be diſcharged b 
örtgaged paying the juſt Value of the Currency contracted for, as aſcertained b 
my othVithis Act, in Silver or Gold, or in Bills of Credit of the United States at 
Perſon | G the 


Guardian au- 
thorized, &. 


Penalty, 


Court autho- 
rized to ap- 
point a guar- 
dian. 
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the current Exchange at the Time of Payment. And that the aforeſaid 
Scale be the Rule in all Courts of Law, and in the Committee of Pay- 
Table, for ſettling the Rate of Depreciation, in all Contracts as aforeſaid. 


And whereas the Bills of Credit of theſe United States, emitted by Order of 
Congreſs, have greatly depreciated in their Value, occaſioned by ſome unfofzſeen 


Events taking Place. And whereas ſundry Debters have endeavoured to dif- 
charge their juſt Debts by tendering a Sum in the Bills aforeſaid in their depre- 


- ciated State, of leſs Value than the Value of the Sum in which they became in- 


Actions bro't 
for recovery 
of debts con- 
tracted on or 
before Janua- 
Ty 7th, 1780, 
where tendry 
has been 
ade,—to be 
| ae 
by the rules 
of equity, 


* ® 8 * p 


Sup. court to 
take cogni- 
zance of er- 
rors in the 
lower courts. 


The defend- 
ant in error, 
to recover 
eoſt, in caſe 
judgment 1s 
afnrm'd, o- 
therwiſe no 


colt on either 
kde. 


Plaintiff in 
the eriginal 
action to en- 
ter, &c. on 
reverſal, &c. 


ws 


debted, which has been refuſed by the Creditor ,, by Reaſon whereof great Diſ- 
putes bave ariſen, and the one Party or the other liable to ſuffer Injuſtice by a 
tri Conſtruttion of the Laws of this State relative thereto : 


Therefore, purſuant to a Reſolve of theſe United States, paſſed in Congreſs 
on the twentieth of March, 1780 : | 
Be it further enatied by the Authority aforeſaid, That in all Actions brought 
before any of the Superior or _ Courts in this State (either by ori- 
2 Writ, Appeal, or Writ of Erför) for the Rocovery of any Debt due 
y Bond, Note, or Book Account, contracted before or on the ſeventh Day 
of January, 1780, and where the Defendant in ſuch Action has, between the 
firſt Day of September, 1777, and the 18th Day of March, 1780, made a 
Tendry of a Sum in Continental Bills of Credit, to the Creditor or Creditors 
in Satisfaction of the Debt demanded, and the Creditor refuſed the ſame ; 
then, and in every ſuch Caſe, the Court before whom ſuch Action may be 
brought, are hereby authorized to direct ſuch Cauſe to be heard and deter- 
mined by Reference thereof to indifferent Perſons, to be mutually choſen 
by the contending Parties; and in Caſe they or their Attornies ſhall neglect 
or refuſe to agree upon ſuch Referees, the ſaid Court are authorized to de- 
termine ſuch Cauſe according to the Rules of Equity, taking all Circum- 


ſtances into Conſideration : Which ſaid Referrees ſo choſen as aforeſaid, 


ſhall hear and determine ſuch Cauſe, as to them ſhall appear juſt and equi- 
table, taking into Conſideration all the Circumſtances thereof, and make 
Return to the ſame Court where ſaid Cauſe ſhall be depending; who, un- 
leſs ſufficient Objections be offered againſt ſuch Return, ſhall accept the 
ſame, and render Judgment thereon accordingly. e e pew 


—— . — 


An Act for regulating Trials on Writs of Error, and 
for limiting the Time for bringing the ſame, 


YE ii euadled by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Superior Coutt 
ſhall have Juriſdiction of all Writs of Error, brought for reverſal of any 
Judgment of the County Court, or any Inferior Court, or of an Aſſiſtant 
or Juſtice of the Peace, in civil or criminal Cauſes. | 
And when on any Writ of Error that ſhall be brought before the Supe- 
rior Court, the Defendant in ſuch Writ of Error ſhall recover Judgment, 
that the Judgment complained of is not erroneous, he ſhall recover Coſt 
-again(t the Plaintiff ; but if upon ſuch Trial it ſhall be determined that the 
Judgment complained of is erroneous, Judgment ſhall be given for the re 


verſal of ſuch erroneous Judgment, and the Plaintiff ſhall recover all that 


he hath been damnified thereby, but no Coſt in that Caſe ſhall be taxed for 


either Party, | 
That when any Judgment in a civil Action ſhall be reverſed as aforeſaid, 
the Plaintiff in the original Action on which ſuch erroneous Judgment 
was given, may enter his Action in the ſaid Superior Court, paying the 
ſame Fees as if he had brought it by Appeal: And the ſaid Court ſhall 
Fo | * proceed 
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proceed to try ſaid Action as if it had or could have been brought there by 
Appeal. And the whole Coſt in ſaid Action (excepting the Coſt on the 
Writ of Error) ſhall be allowed and taxed in Favour of him who ſhall 
recover final Judgment. n 

That no Writ of Error ſhall be brought for the reverſal of any Judg- 
ment, after the Expiration of three Years from the Time of giving fuch 
Judgment. * 

That where manifeſt and material Error ſhall appear of Record in any 
Judgment or Decree given in a Suit for Relief in Equity, the Party ag- 
grieved may be relieved by Writ of Error in the ſame Manner as in Pro- 
ceedings at Law. | 


— 
9 


An Act relating to Eſcheats and other Eſtates, belong- 


. ing to, and recovered for the Uſe of the public Trea- 
- | | ſury.of this State. 


V E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
* aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That where no Heir or 
2 © Owner of Houſes, Lands, Tenements, Goods or Chattels can be found, 
rs ¶ſuch Houſes, Lands, Tenements, Goods and Chattels ſhall belong to this 
State, and be ſecured to the public Treaſury thereof. 
be And the Judges of the reſpective Courts of Probate in this State, ſhall 
2r- make due Enquiry after, and take proper Care of all Eſtates within their re- 
en ¶ ſpective Diſtricts that have happened or ſhall hereafter happen to eſcheat as 
aforeſaid, and ſecure the ſame in the Hands of ſome Adminiſtrator, by them 
de- for that Purpoſe to be appointed; Notice of which Eſcheats and Proceed- 
m- ¶ ings thereon, the Judge ſhall give to the Treaſurer of this State for the 
id, Time being: And the ſaid Treaſurer ſhall be, and he is hereby impowered 
ui- and required to demand and receive of ſuch Adminiſtrator, all ſuch EC 
ake cheats, and him thereot fully to diſcharge. 
un · And the ſaid Treaſurer is further impowered and required, to make Sale, 
the either by public Vendue, or by Appraiſement made by three judicious 
_ © EFreeholders under Oath, or private Sale, as he ſhall judge may conduce 
_. {moſt to the Benefit of this State, of all Eſcheats, as alto of all Lands that 
| are or ſhall be recovered-of any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, by Judg- 
nd ment, Execution, Diſtraint, or any other Way, for Fines, Forfeitures or 
Rates, to the public Treaſury, where other Proviſion 1s not, or ſhall not 
de particularly made in ſuch Caſes. And the ſaid Sale to make, and 
our confirm by Deed or Deeds in the Name and Behalf, and for the Uſe and 
out beſt Advantage of this State: Which Sales ſo made, ſhall be good and 
amy valid in the Law. a SS 
tan} And the ſaid Treaſurer for the Time being, ſhall from Year to. Year, 
render his Account to the General Aſſembly, at their Seſſions in OFober, 
upe · ¶ ot his Proceedings by Virtue of this Act; and ſhall be allowed a reaſonable 
nen Recompence out of the Gains ſo made, for his Charge and Trouble therein. 


the. Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Heir or Owner of ſuch Houſes, Lands, 
a r Tenements, Goods or Chattels, ſhall appear and make out a juſt Title 
4 that thereunto; the ſame, or reaſonable Satisfaction therefor, ſhall upon juſt 
4 fol end reaſonable Terms be reſtored, or given to ſuch Heir or Owner, 


— 
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nem An act for the Settlement of teſtate and inteſtate Eſtates. 


- ſhall E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Executor or 
| "2 Executor: 


No writ of er- 


ror lies after 
three years. 


Error lies in 
equity as at 
law, &. 


Where no 
owner or heit 
appears eſtate 
belongs to 
this ſtate. 


Judge of pro- 
bate to take 
Care, &c. 


to notify the 
treaſurer. 


- 


Treaſuret to 
make ſals. 


&C, 


Previſo. 
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Inventories 
by whom to 
be taken. 


Penalty of 51. 
per month on 
executors who 
negle& exhi- 


biting of the 


wills, &c. to 
be proved af- 
ter 30 days 
are expired. 


Perſons refuſ- 
ing to ſtand 
executors, the 
Court of Pro- 
bate to ap- 
point admi- 
niſtrators. 


Penalty of 51. 
per month for 
not cauſing an 
inventory to 
be taken, &c. 


Forfeitures 
how recover- 
ed & improv- 
ed. 


F.:zecutors 
embezzeling 
any of ſaid 
coods to be 
{ncd, &C. 


Executors named by the Teſtator of any laſt Will and Teſtament, or ſuch 
other Perſon or Perſons to whom the Adminiſtration of the Eſtate of Perſons 
deceaſed, ſhall be committed, calling or taking to him or them two or more 
Judicious, diſintereſted Freeholders, Neighbours and Friends to the Deceaſed ; 
and in their Preſence, and by their Diſcretion, (being under Oath) ſhall 
make or cauſe to be made, a true and perfect Inventory of all the Eſtate 
of the Perſon deceaſed, as well moveable as not moveable, whatever ; and 
the ſame ſhall cauſe to be indented : Whereof the one Part, by the ſaid 
Executor or Executors, Adminiſtrator or Adminiſtrators, upon his or their 


Oath or Oaths, to be taken before the Court which hath Power to take 


Probate of Wills and Teſtaments, granting Adminiſtration and the like, 


ſhall be by him or them delivered to the ſaid Court of Probates; and the 


other Part to be and remain with the ſaid Executor or Executors, Admi- 
niſtrator or Adminiſtrators, 2 | 

That if any Executor or Executors of the laſt Will of any Perſon 
deceaſed, knowing of his or their being ſo named and appointed, ſhall not 
within thirty Days next after the Deceaſe of the Teſtator, cauſe ſuch Will 
to be proved and recorded in the Regiſter's Office of that Diftri& where 
the deceaſed Perſon laſt dwelt, or preſent the ſaid Will, and declare his or 
their Refuſal of the Executorſhip ; every Executor ſo neglecting his or her 


Truſt and Duty in that Behalf (without juſt Excuſe made and accepted by 


the Judge of Probate for ſuch Delay) ſhall forfeit the Sum of Five Pounds 

r Month, from and after the Expiration of the ſaid thirty Days, until he 
or they ſhall cauſe Probate of ſuch Will to be made, or preſent the ſame as 
aforeſaid, 

And upon ſuch Refuſal of the Executor or Executors, or on his or their 
Refuſal to give Bond with ſufficient Surety for a faithful Diſcharge of his 
or their Truſt, the Court of Probate ſhall commit Adminiſtration of the 
Eſtate of the Deceaſed, with the Will annexed, unto the Widow or next 
of Kin to the Deceaſed ; and upon their Refuſal or Incapacity, to one or 
more of the principal Creditors, as the Court ſhall think fit. 

And if the Executor or Executors of any laſt Will and Teſtament, 
brought for Probate in any of the Courts of Probate in this State, ſhall 
not within the Space of two Months next after the Probate of ſuch laſt 
Will and Teſtament, cauſe ſuch Inventory to be made, as aforeſaid, and 
the ſame to be exhibited in the Regiſter's Office of the ſame Court of 
Probate where the ſaid Will was accepted and recorded, every Executor 
ſo neglecting his or her Truſt in that Behalf (without juſt Excuſe made 
to the Judge of ſaid Court and accepted for ſuch Delay) ſhall forfeit the 
Sum of Vive Pounds per Month, from and after the ſaid two Months are 
expired, until be or they ſhall inventory ſaid Eſtate, and exhibit ſaid In- 
ventory as aforeſaid. Sh 

Every ſuch Forfeiture, as well for not cauſing the Will to be proved, 
&c. as for not exhibiting an Inventory, as aforeſaid, ſhall be and belong, 
one Moiety thereof to the Town Treaſury of that Towo where the Deceaſed 
laſt dwelt, for the Uſe of ſaid Town, and the other Moiety to him or them 
who ſhall inform, or ſue for the ſame, and proſecute to full Effect: To 
be recovered by Action or Information in the County where the Teſtatot 
laſt dwelt. 

And if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall alienate or embezzel any of the Goods 
or Chattels of any Perſon deceaſed, before he or they have taken out Ad. 
miniſtration, and exhibited a true Inventory of all the known Eſtate of 
the Deceaſed ; all and every ſuch Perſon ſo acting, ſhall ſtand chargeablc 
and be liable to the Actions of the Creditors, and other Perſons grieve; 
as being Executors in their own wrong, 

And the Court ef Probate ſhall cauſe g Citation to be made _- the 
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neglect of Appearance, or Refuſal, may commit Adminiſtration of ſuch 
Eſtate to ſome one or more of the chief Creditors, if accepted by him or 
them; or others, as the ſaid Courrſhall think fit, upon their Refuſal. 


And for preventing Fraud in concealing am Part of the Eſtate of any Perſon 
geceaſed. 

Be it enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon or Perſons in 
this State, ſhall have in his or their Cuſtody or Poſſeſſion, any Goods or 
Chattels belonging to the Eſtate of any deceaſed Perſon, or any Bills, Bonds, 
Accounts, or ſuch other Things as may tend to diſcloſe ſuch Eſtate, and up- 
on Demand of the ſame, made by the Executor or Adminiſtrator of ſuch 
Eſtate, ſhall refuſe to make Delivery, or to give a ſatisfying Account there- 


of to the ſaid Executor or Adminiſtrator, it ſhall be in the Power of the 


next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, upon Complaint thereof made to him 
by the ſaid Executor or Adminiſtrator, to iſſue a Warrant to ſome fit Per- 
ſon, to apprehend ſuch Offender, and to bring him or her before ſuch Aſ- 
ſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace; who may bind ſuch Perſon, with ſufficient 
Sureties, to appear before the next Court of Probates : And the ſaid Court 
ſhall be, and is hereby impowered to examine ſuch Offender or Offenders, 
under his or their Oaths, upon ſuch Interrogatories touching ſuch Goods, 
Chattels, Bills, Bonds, Accounts, and other Things tending to diſcloſe the 
Eſtate aforeſaid, as the ſaid Court ſhall think meer. And that if therein the 
Offender or Offenders ſhall refuſe to be examined upon Oath, or to anſwer 
fully to every Interrogatory to ſuch Perſon or Perſons to be adminiſtered, 
or put by ſaid Court of Probates, it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Court to 


commit every ſuch Offender to the common Goal, there to remain until 


ſuch Perſon ſhall better conform, 


Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any of the Credi- 
tors or Legatees of the Deceaſed are grieved by the Appraiſement of the 
Eſtate made by the Adminiſtrator, or Perſons by him appointed, they may 
have Relief by Application to the Court of Probates that granted Admi- 
niſtration; which Court is hereby impowered and required, to appoint 
three good and lawful Men of the Neighbourhood, and to ſwear them to 
make a new Appraiſement of ſuch Eſtate, at the true Value and Worth 
thereof, in common Eſtimation, according to the beſt of their Skill. And 
the Adminiſtrator ſhall be accountable for ſuch Eſtate, according to the 
ſaid Appraiſement thereof. And if he make Payment of Debts or Lega- 
cies therewith, or with any Part thereof, the Creditors or Legatees ſhall 
have ſuch Eſtate at the Value ſtated by ſuch Appraiſers. 

Provided, ſaid Application be made to ſuch Court within ſix Months 
after the Inventory of ſuch Eſtate be exhibited into the Regiſtry of the ſaid 
Court; and not after. 


Be it further enafied by the Authority aforeſaid, That when any Perſon dies 
Inteſtate, Adminiſtratian of ſuch Inteſtate's Eſtate ſhall be granted to the 
Widow, or next of Kin to the Inteſtate, or both, or on their refuſal or In- 
capacity, to ſome other Perſon, as the Court of Probate ſhall judge fit: 
And on granting Adminiſtration upon the Eſtates of Inteſtates, or others 
whomſoever, the Court of Probate granting ſuch Adminiſtration, ſhall take 
ſufficient Bond with Sureties, of ſuch Perſon or Perſons, to whom Admini- 
ſtration is granted as aforeſaid, for a faithful Diſcharge of the Work; which 
Bond ſhall be conditioned according to the Form hereafter in this Act 
directed: And ſuch Bond ſhall in like Manner be required and taken of 
the Executor or Executors of any laſt Will and Teſtament, before they 
enter on the Buſineſs, and of any Executors where the Eſtate remains 
unſettled, | And 


Widow or next of Kin, capable to execute faid Truſt, and upon their 


Court of Pro- 
bate to cite 
the widow, or 
next of kin, 
&c. 


Such as con- 
ceal the eſtate 
of any deceaſ- 
ed perſon, to 
be examined 
upon oath. 


To be com- 
mitted upon 
refuſal to 
ſwear. 


Creditors, or 
legatees ag- 
grieved by 
the appraiſe- 
ment of the 
eſtate, to have 
a new ap- 
praiſement. 


Proviſo. 


Adminiſtra- 
tion of the 
eſtates of in- 
teſtates, to 
whom to be 
granted. 
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Court of pro- 


bates to call 
executors, &c. 
to account. 


Diſtribution 
to be made 


as follows: 


One third to 
the widow, 
reſidue equal- 


ly among the 


children, ex- 
cept to the 
eldeſt ſon, &c. 
a double por- 
tion. 


* — _— 


And the Court of Probates may, and ſhall proceed to call ſuch Admini- 
ſtrator or Adminiftrators, Executor or Executors to account for and touch- 
ing the Eſtate of ſuch deceaſed Perſon, whether inteſtate or other. 


And be it further enafled by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Courts of 
Probate ſhall, and are hereby fully impowered to order, and make a juſt 
Diviſion or Diſtribucion of all the Eſtate, both real and perſonal, of any 
ſuch Inteſtate, that ſhall remain after deducting all Debts and Charges 
whatſoever, payable out of the ſame, in Manner following, That is to ſay ; 

One third Part of the perſonal Eſtate to the Wife of the Inteſtate (if any 


be) for ever; beſides her Dower, or Thirds in the Houſes and Lands 


during Life, where ſuch Wife ſhall not be otherwiſe endowed before Mar- 
riage: And all the Reſidue and Remainder of the real and perſonal Eſtate 
by equal Portions, to and among the Children, and ſuch as ſhall legally 
reprelent them, (if any of them be dead) other than ſuch Children who 
ſhall have any Eitate by Settlement of the Inteſtate in his Life Time, equal 
to the others Shares: Children advanced by Settlement or Portions not 
equal to others Shares, to have ſo much of the Surpluſage as ſhall make 


the Eſtates of all to be equal; except the eldeſt Son then ſurviving, where 


Diviſion to 
be by free- 


holders under 
oath, &c. un- 


leſs, &c. 


Proviſo. 


If child die, 


&c. his por- 


tion to be to 
the ſurviving 


children. 


If no children 
how the real 
eſtate ſhall 

deſcend, &c. 


there is no Iſſue of the firſt Born, or of any other elder Son; who ſhall 
have two Shares or a double Portion of the Whole; and the ſame ſhall be 
ſo divided as that the male Heirs ſhall have their Parts in the real Eſtate, 
ſo far as the Eſtate will allow: And where there are no Sons, the Daugh- 
ters ſhall inherit as Co- parceners. | 

And the Diviſion of the Eſtate ſhall be made by three ſufficient Free- 
holders, upon Oath, or any two of them, to be appointed by the ſaid 
Court of Probates : Unleſs all the Parties intereſted in any Eſtate, being 
legally capable to act, ſhall mutually agree upon a Diviſion among them- 
ſelves, and preſent the ſame in Writing under their Hands and Seals; in 
which Cute ſuch Agreement ſhall be accepted, and allowed for a Settlement 
of ſuch Eſtate ; and be accounted good and valid in Law, being acknow- 
leged by the Parties ſubſcribing, before ſuch Court of Probates, or before 
an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, and put upon Record, in the Records 
of ſaid Court. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That where any Eſtate in Houſes and Lands, which 


cannot be divided among the Children without great Prejudice to, or {poil- 
ing of the Whole; being ſo repreſented, and made to appear unto the Court 
of Probates; the ſaid Court may order the Whole to the eldeſt Son, if he 
accept of it; or to any other of the Sons ſucceſſively (upon his Refuſal) he to 
whom it ſhall be ordered, paying unto the other Children of the Deceaſed 
their equal and proportionable Parts or Shares of the true Value of ſuch 
Houſes and Lands, upon a juſt Appraiſement thereof, to be made by 
three ſufficient Freeholders upon Oath ; to be appointed and ſworn, as 
aforeſaid ; or giving good Security to pay the ſame in ſome convenient 
Time, as the ſaid Court of Probate ſhall limit; making reaſonable Allow- 
ances in the Interim, not exceeding fx per Centum per Annum. 

And if any of the Children die betore he or ſhe come of Age, and before 
Marriage, or before any legal Diſpoſition thereof and before Marriage, the 
Portion of ſuch Child deceaſed, ſnall be equally divided among the ſur- 
viving Children, and their legal Repreſentatives. 

And in Caſe there be no Children, nor any legal Repreſentatives of them, 
then one Moiety of the perſonal Eſtate ſhall be allotred to the Wife of the 
Inteſtate forever; and one Third of the real Eſtate for Term of Life: The 
Reſidue of the real Eſtate received by Diſcent, Gift or Deviſe from his or 
her Parent, Anceſtor or other Kindred, ſhall belong equally to the Brethren 


and Siſters of the Inteſtate, and thoſe who legally repreſent them, of the 1 2 
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of the Perſon or Anceſtor from whom ſuch Eſtate came or deſcended ; and 
in Caſe there be no ſuch Brothers or Siſters, nor legal Repreſentatives, as 
aforeſaid, then ſuch real Eſtate derived as aforeſaid, ſhall be and remain 
to the next of Kin, to and of the Blood of ſaid Anceſtor or Perſon from 
whom ſuch real Eſtate is derived as aforeſaid : And the Remainder, both 
of the real and perſonal Eſtate, equally to every of the Brethren and Siſters 
of the Inteſtate of the whole Blood, and ſuch as legally repreſent them; or 
if there be no ſuch Kindred, then to the Parent or Parents of the Inteſtate ; 
and if there be no Parents, then equally to every of the Brethren and Sifters 
of the half Blood of the Inteſtate; but if there be no Parent, brother or 
Siſter, then equally to every of the next of Kin to the Inteſtate in equal 
Degree, and thoſe who legally repreſent them ; Kindred of the whole Blood 
to take in preference to Kindred of the half Blood in the ſame Degree: 
No Repreſentatives to be admitted among Collaterals, after Brothers and 
Siſters Children, And if there be no Wife, all the Eſtate ſhall be divided 
among the other Kindred in Manner aforeſaid. 

And every One to whom any Share or Part ſhall be allotted, ſhall give 
Bond with Sureties, before the ſaid Court of Probate, (if Debts afterwards 
be made to appear) to refund and pay back to the Adminiſtrator, his © 
her rateable Part thereof, and of the Adminiſtrator's Charges. E 

And the Widow's Thirds or Dower in the real Eſtate, at the Expiration 
of her Term, ſhall be alfo divided, as aforeſaid, if the ſame then remain 
undivided, 8 | 

Always provided, and it is hereby enacted, That if any Perſon be agorieved 
at any Order, Sentence, or Decree of any Court of Probate, made for the 
Settlement and Diſtribution of any Inteſtate Eſtate, or at any other Order, 
Sentence, Decree or Denial that ſhall at any Time be made, and given by 
ſaid Court of Probate, referring to the Approbation and Allowance of any 
Will, Grant of Adminiſtration, or other Matter, ſuch Perſon may appeal 
therefrom to the Superior Court; provided they give Security, and enter 
and proſecute ſuch Appeals within the Times limited for that Purpoſe , 
as is provided and directed in the Law regulating ſuch Appeals. | 


Be it further enaRed by the Authority aforeſaid, That every Court of Pro- 
bate, upon granting Adminiſtration upon the Eſtate of any deceaſed Perſon, 
ſhall take Bond with ſufficient Surety or Sureties, to the Judge of ſaid 
Court, and his Succeſſors in that Office, with this Condition, viz. 


HE Condition of this Obligation is ſuch, that if the above bounden 
A. B. Adminiſtrator of all and ſingular the Goods, Chattels, Credits 


— — 


Where no 
brothers, &c. 
real eſtate to 
go to the next 
of kin ot the 
blood of the 
anceſtor from 
whom it was 
derived, &c. 


Heirs to give 
bond, &c. 


Widow's 
dower divids 
ed, &c, 


Proviſo, 


Court to © 
take bond. 


and Eſtate of C. D. deceaſed: Do make, or cauſe to be made, a true and 


perfect Inventory of all and ſingular the Goods, Chattels, Credits and 
Eſtate of the ſaid deceaſed, which have or ſhall come to the Hands, Poſſeſ- 


ſion or knowledge of the ſaid A. B. or into the Hands or Poſſeſſion of an 


other Perſon or Perſons for him; and the ſame ſo made do exhibit, or cauſe 
to be exhibited into the Regiſtry of the Court of Probates in the Diſ- 
tri of at or before the Day of next enſuing: And the 
ſame Goods, Chattels, Credits and Eſtate of the ſaid deceaſed, at the Time 
of his Death, which at any Time after ſhall come into the Hands or Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the ſaid A. B. or into the Hands or Poſition of any other Perſon 
or Perſons for him, do well and truly adminiſter according to Law. And 
further, do make or cauſe to be made, a true and juſt Account of his ſaid 
Adminiſtration, at or before the Day of and all 'the Reſt and Reſidue 
of the ſaid Goods, Chattels, Credits and Eſtate which ſhall be found remain- 
Ing upon the ſaid Adminiſtrator's Account ; the ſame being firſt examined 
and allowed by the ſaid Court of Probates, ſhall deliver and pay unto ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons reſpectively, as the ſaid Court of Probates, by their Decree 


or 
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Executors to And Executors ſhall become bound in the ſame Form, mutatis mutandis, 


; eſtates, Enemies of the United States, which are not under Mortgage, or are nd 


Wall at. 2a 
nn 


or Sentence, purſuant to the true intent and meaning of the Law, ſhall limit 
and appoint. And if it ſhall herezfter appear that any laſt Will and Teſta. 
ment was made by the ſaid Deceaſed, and the Executor or Executors therein 
named, do exhibit the ſame into the ſaid Court, making Requeſt to have it 
allowed and approved accordingly ; if the ſaid A. B. being thereunto re- 
quired, do render and deliver the ſaid Letters ot Adminiſtration, (Appro- 
bation of ſuch Teſtament being firſt had and made) in the ſaid Court, then 
this Obligation to be void, and of none Effect; or elſe to remain in full 
Force and Virtue. 
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give bond &c. 
And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when the Debts. 

and Charges allowed by the Court of Probate, in the Settlement of am 

| Inteſtate Eſtate, (or of any Teſtate Eſtate, where ſufficient Proviſion is not ? 
In what caſe made by the Will of the Teſtator) ſhall exceed the perſonal Eſtate, it ſhall, 
1 Foe of be lawful for the Judges of ſuch Courts reſpectively, to order the Sale of foil, 


real eſtate, much of the real Eſtate as ſhall be ſufficient to pay the ſame, with the 
incident Charges of Sale, in fuck Manner as ſhall appear to them to bee. 
moſt for the Benefit of ſuch Eſtates z which Sales ſhall be good and effectual Mr 
in Law, | | 
And beit further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Courts be, u, 
and they are hereby impowered to direct the Executors or Adminiſtrator 
on ſaid Eitate, to give public Notice to the ſeveral Creditors thereof, to 
Creditors to bring in their Claims againſt the fame, within ſuch Time as the ſaid Courts 
be notified to ſhall limit and appoint, not exceeding eighteen Months, nor leſs than ſixW.r 
bring in their Months, by poſting up the ſame in the Town where the Deceaſed laſt dwelt ar 
—_— and alfo by advertiſing the ſame in one or more of the public News-Papen p. 
in this State, and any further Notice, in caſe ſuch Court ſhall judge the 
ſame neceſſary. And if any Creditor ſhall negle& to exkibit his or her}, 
Claim within ſuch Time as ſhall be limited, after public Notice given ay 
aforeſaid, ſuch Creditor ſhall be debarred of his or her Demand, in the ſame 
Manner as by Law is provided in Cafe of Inſolvent Eſtates. | 
Provided neverthel:ſs, That any Perſons not being Inhabitants in thi: 


P roviſo. 


State, ſhall have Liberty to exhibit their Claim againſt any Eftate whichWBe 
ſhall not be repreſented Inſolvent, at any Time within two Years afteWha 
Publication of the Notice aforeſaid, and ſhall be intitled to Payment ou be 
of the clear Eſtate that ſhall remain over and above the Payment of tholWſu 
Claims that were exhibited within the Time limited as aforeſaid, only Mw: 
any Thing in this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. = . 
** And all ſuch Houſes and Buildings as appertain to the Eſtate of anſſiſh. 
be ca, Perſon deceaſed, ſhall be kept and maintained in tenantable Repair, by th C. 


repair, Revenue of the Lands belonging to ſuch Eſtate ; and ſhall in ſuch Repal 
be delivered to the Heirs or Legatees, as the Time of the Diviſion or Difth 


tribution thereof ; extraordinary Caſualties excepted, aft 
3 FEAT” BY an 
An Act directing certain confiſcated Eſtates to be ſold 


TIE it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, tu General Cowt! 
| aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Lands which arr le 
torfeited to this State, by any Perſons adjudged guilty of the Crime of hav ſh; 
Confiſcated ing voluntarily put themſelves under the Protection and joined with tht 


already eſpecially ordered to be otherwiſe ſold or diſpoſed of, ſhall, afte 

how diſpoſed having been advertiſed in at leaſt one of che common News-Papers of th 
ot. State for three Weeks ſucceſſively, be fold at public Vendue, for Spectt 
on one Year's Credit on Intereſt, ſecured by ſufficient Suteties, ny 

When 
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which are or ſhall be given by the Treaſurer of this State to the Officers 

and Privates of the Connecticut Line of the Army, for Services rendered 
prior to the paſſing of this Act, computing the Intereſt ariſen thereon to the 
Time of the Sale. Which Sales ffall be made under the Direction of the 

ſeveral Judges of Probate, who are legally impowered to grant Adminiſtra- 
Jon upon any ſuch forfeited Eſtates, And it is hereby further ordered, 
chat upon the Sale of any ſuch Eſtate, or any Part thereof, as ſuch Judge 
mall direct, he ſhall tranſmit to the Treaſurer of this State a general De- 

ſcription of the Eſtate fo ſold, together with the Avails of ſuch Sales, diſ- 
tinguiſhing the Specie from the Notes received thereby, and alſo the 
Name of the Perſon or Perſons to whom the ſame has been {ſold ; and ſhall 
is WW alſo tranſmit a ſimilar Account to the Committee of Pay-Table ; each of 
v WE which ſhall make proper Entries thereof in their reſpective Offices, in an 
ot WF Account with ſuch Judge. And it is alſo ordered, that every ſuch Judge, 
all upon the Sale of any ſuch Eſtate, under his Direction, ſhall tranſmit a Deed 
to Wof Sale thereof to the Treaſurer, and indorſe thereon a Requeſt to him to 
he execute it in Favour of the Purchaſer ; and thereupon the Treaſurer ſhall 
execute ſuch Deed in Behalf of this State ; which Deed, together with the 
ul Mindorſement thereon, ſhall be recorded in the proper Office. 

Always provided, That no Sale ſhall be made of any ſuch forfeited Eſtate 
be, {until a Return of the Commiſſioners appointed to examine the Claims of the 
on Creditors thereof, has been made and accepted; and that no ſuch Judge 

t0Wſhall tranſmit more of the Avails of ſuch Eſtate to the Treaſurer than the 
artig Surplus of the Debts which remain unpaid, and Charges of Adminiſtration 
ix and Coſts attending the Negociation of ſuch Sale and Transfer; all which 
el Ware to be liquidated and allowed by ſuch Judge; who ſhall direct the 
pen Payment thereof to the Perſons to whom they are due. 
the Provided alſo, That all Proceedings reſpecting the Debts, Sales, and Al- 
 heMlowance of Coſts, and every other Matter relative to the Settlement of any 


n auch Eſtate, ſhall be entered in the Regiſtry of the Office of ſuch Judge. 
am: 


5, 


| And be it further enacted, That every ſuch Judge of Probate be directed 
thiflind impowered to authorize ſome proper Perſon to inſtitute any Suit in 
hick{Behalf of this State, for the Recovery and Seizen of any ſuch Eſtate, which 
afterſhad been mortgaged to the Perſon or Perſons adjudged guilty as aforeſaid, 
t oull before ſuch Eſtate had been adjudged forfeited as aforeſaid ; and upon any 
cholſſuch Recovery, ſuch Judge ſhall, in Caſe the Debt for which ſuch Eſtate 


Proviſo. 


Proviſo. 


If mortgaged 
how recover - 
ed and diſ- 
poſed of. 


nly Mwas mortgaged, and the Coſts for the Recovery thereof ſhall not be paid 


within ſix Months after ſuch Recovery, order the ſame to be ſold, and 
F an mall otherwiſe be proceeded with as is directed by this Act; and in that 
y th Caſe the Mortgager or Mortgagers ſhall thereafter be forever debarred from 
epalſſobtaining any Recovery therefor, either in Law or Equity, except for 
r Diflthe Surplus that ſuch Eſtate ſhall ſell for, more than the Debt and Coſt as 
aforeſaid. i 
Provided always, That if ſuch Eſtate ſhall be under any Mortgage to 
any other Perſon or Perſons than to him or them who ſhall have been 
ſold Y*Yudged guilty as aforeſaid, previous to ſuch Adjudication, the ſame ſhall 
be fold under ſuch Incumbrance. 
Caull Be it further enafied, That the ſaid Judges of Probate ſhall proceed to 
ch auf ſettle the perſonal Eſtates forfeited as aforeſaid, according to Law, and 
+ havyY hall tranſmit the Avails thereof to the Treaſurer, and duplicate Accounts 
h thlof their Proceedings relative thereto, to the Treaſurer and Committee of 


Proviſo. 


Perſonal ei- 
tate how ſet 
tled. 


re na] Fay-Table, in the Manner heretofore directed by this Act; fo that a com- 


aftell Pleat Settlement may be made of ſuch Eſtates, as ſoon as the Circumſtan- 
of chi ces thereof will admit. | 5 


e 8 - __— — 


H | An 


xt 
5 = 
- 


— ——ũmVꝛͥß— | —-— 


® 
——_ — U—U—U—ä—ũ Ä. ꝰ — — ͤ—ñ—üf ne —— xꝛ— —— — . — 1 4 
* % ——vꝓ— — — * - : 


= — — 
— 


———— 


| 


N. 
17 
if 
: 

j 
i 
| 
1 
2 
| 
+ 
j 

" 

| 
j 
| 
ö 


\ 


BEE UMA D: £4986 


” RY 2 5 


Exciſe. 


* —— 


Preamble. 


An exciſe 
laid. 


Articles enu- 
merated. 


County 
Courts to 
appoint col- 
lectors. 


Collectors 


may appoint 


deputies. 


accountable 
for the doings 
of their de- 
puties. 


An Act for laying an Exciſe on ſundry Articles of 


Conſumption within this State. 


WW a EREAS it is neceſſary, in order to eftabliſh Funds for the Payment of the 

Intereſt, and to ſupport the Value and Credit of public Securities, that ſome 
Meaſures be adopted in Addition to the ordinary Mode of Taxation within this 
State. | | 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That from and after the 
twentieth Day of April, One thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, there 
ſhall be paid into the Treaſury of this State, and applied to the Uſes men- 
tioned in this Act, an Exciſe on all the following Articles told by Retail or 
conſumed within this State, as hereafter expreſſed, viz. 

For every Gallon of foreign Wine, one Shilling; for every Gallon of 
foreign Brandy, eight Pence; for every Gallon of foreign Geneva, eight 
Pence; for every Gallon of W:ſt-1ndia Rum, fix Pence; for every Gallon 
of New-England or Country Rum, four Pence; for all other diſtilled Spirits, 
four Pence per Gallon ; for each Pound of imported Snuff, fix Pence; for 
each Pound of Bohea Tea, ſix Pence ; for all other Kinds of India Tea, 
two Shillings per Pound; for each Pound of Coffee, one Penny; for each 
Pound of imported Chocolate, three Pence ; for each Pound of Chocolate 
made within this, State, one Penny ; for each Pound of imported loaf 
Sugar, two Pence; for each Pound of brown Sugar, one Penny; for all 
wrought Iron and Steel Ware, wrought Silks, Muſlins, Gauzes, Cambricks, 
beaver, caſtor and felt Hats, Jewelry, Looking-Glaſſes, China Ware, earthen 
and ſtone Ware, Painters Oil and Colours, Broadcloths of above twenty 


 Shillings per Yard, Velvet, Corduroys, Lemons and Limes, ſhall be paid 


five per Cent. on the Value thereof in lawful Money, at the Time the ſame 
ſhall be purchaſed or procured, by the Perſon or Perſons who ſhall retail 
or conſume the ſame, | | 
And in order to collect the ſame, the County Court in each County ſhall, 
by ſaid 20th of April, appoint a ſuitable Perſon to be Collector of the Exciſe 
aforeſaid, in their County, and ſo from Time to Time in each County in this 
State, as Occaſion may require. And each Collector fo appointed, ſhall be 
ſworn to a faithful Diſcharge of his Office, and alſo become bound with one 
or more ſufficient Sureties, Freeholders and Inhabitants of this State, before 
ſuch County Court, or any one of the Judges thereof, in a Recognizance 
of two Thouſand Pounds lawful Money, to the Treaſurer of this State, 
conditioned that ſuch Collector ſhall well and faithfully execute and per- 
form his ſaid Office according to Law, and make good all Damages that 


| ſhall accrue to this State by means of his Failure therein; which Bond 


ſhall be entered on the Records of ſuch County Court. 

And ſuch Collector ſo appointed and qualified, ſhall have full Power 
and Authority to appoint one or more Deputy or Deputies under him from 
Time to Time, as may be needtul, taking the Advice of the Civil Authority 
and Select-men in the Town where ſuch Deputy lives, therein: And ſuch 
Depuries ſhall likewiſe be ſworn to a faithful Diſcharge of ſaid Office. 

And each ſuch ColleQer is hereby authorized and directed, either by 


| himſelf or his Deputy, to demand, collect and receive all the Exciſe afore- 


ſaid within their reſpective Counties: And each ſuch Collector ſhall be 
accountable for the Doings of his Deputies in ſaid Office, and is hereby 
authorized and impowered to call his ſaid Deputies, or any of them, to ac- 
count for all Monies and Securities by them ſo collected, when he ſhall 
think proper. And each Collector, appointed by the County Court and 
qual fied as aforeſaid, ſhall render to the Treaſurer of this State a true Ac- 
5 | count 


. 
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Exciſe. 
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count of all his Doings in ſaid Office, and of all the Monies collected, and 
Securities received, on the Articles aforeſaid, by bim and his Deputies, by 
Virtue of this Act, once in three Months, and oftner if required. 


: And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That ſuch Perſons as 
deſire to be Retailers of any or all of the Articles aforeſaid, ſhall, before 
they or any of them retail any of thoſe Articles, obtain a Licence, before 


ſome Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace in the ſame County, and ſhall become 


bound before ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice, with ſufficient Surety, in a Recog- 
t WW nizance of Two Hundred Pounds lawful Money, to the Treaſurer of this 
ie State, that ſuch Retailer ſhall duly obſerve and keep all the Laws of this 
re State, that are or ſhall be made reſpectiag the Exciſe on any Articles what- 
n- Wl ever, and render a juſt and true Account upon Oath, to the Collector of 
or Wl Exciſe in the County where ſuch Collector dwells, or to his Deputy, when 
ever demanded, of all the Articles ſuch Retailer or Innholder ſhall have 
of on Hand, ſubje& to Exciſe, at the Time of granting ſuch Licence, and of 
ht all ſuch Articles as he ſhall have had or vended, at or before the rendering 
ſuch Account, and pay the Exciſe thereon to ſuch Collector (ſubſtracting 
ts, Wl one eighth Par: of ſuck diſtilled Spirits and brown Sugars for Leakage and 
for Waſtage:) Which Licence ſhall continue in Force one Year, and no longer, 
from the Date thereof. And ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice ſhall tranſmit a Copy 
ich of ſuch Licence and Bond to the Collector of Exciſe in the County; and 
ate his Fee for granting Licence and taking Bond as aforcſaid, ſhall be Three 
oat I Shillings lawtul Money; and for an atteſted Copy thereof One Sbiling and 
all N Six. pence, to be paid by ſuch Retailer. 
Ks, That no Retailer, licenced as aforeſaid, ſhall directly or indirectly ſell 


hen a leſs Quantity of the Liquors aforeſaid, than one Quart, or ſuffer the ſame 
nty Wl to be drank in his Houle, under the ſame Penalties by Law provided a- 
241d I gainſt ſelling ſtrong Liquors in ſmall Quantities without Licence. And 
ame WW no Perſon or Perſons (excepting licenced Tavern-keepers and Retailers) 
tall 


ſhall ſell any diſtilled ſpiritous Liquors by leſs Quantity than thirty Gal- 
lons, upon the Penalty aforeſaid, That if any Perſon or Number of 
nall, Perſons, ſhall purchaſe more than thirty Gallons of any of the diſtilled 
xcile ¶ Spirits aforeſaid, for their own private Ufe and Conſumption, the ſame 
this ſhall nevertheleſs be ſubject to pay the Exciſe aforeſaid, and may be col- 
U be] lected from the Purchaſer thereof in the ſame Manner as from Retailers 
one or Tavern-keepers. And it ſhall be the Duty of each ſuch Collector and 
eforc ¶ Deputy-Colle&or to make diligent Enquiry after all the Goods or Articles 
ance ¶ ſubject to the Payment of Exciſe within their reſpective Counties, and to 
tate, W demand of every Retailer, Tavern-keeper, or other Perſon or Perſons 
per- whatſoever, on or before the 2oth Day of April, 1783, and as often as once 
that in three Months afterwards, a true Manifeit in Writing under Oath, con- 
Bond taining an Invoice under his or their Hands, of all the Articles ſubje& to 

the Payment of Exciſe ; therein expreſſing the Marks, Number, Quan- 
ower Iſl tity and Quality thereof, and the Place where lodged, kept or ſtored ; 
from © which Oath may be adminiſtred by ſuch Collector or his Deputy, or by any 


eu Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of Peace, as follows, viz. 
| {uc 


| YOU fwear, that the Manifeſt you have now made, contains a full and true 


* by Account of all the Articles you own or bave on Hand, for the Purpeſe of Re- 
afore- ¶ tailing or Conſumption, ſubject by Law to the Payment of Exciſe, on which the 
11 be Jams has not been paid, nor ſecured to be puid, according to your beſt Knowledge 
ereby and Belief ; and that you have not direfly nor indirectiy concealed or diſpoſed of 
to ac-ill *:y ſuch Article or Articles to avoid the Payment or prevent the Collection of the 
e ſhall Exciſe thereon required by Law. So help you GOD. 

4 wo And in Caſe any Retailer of any of the Articles aforeſaid, or any Inn- 
Ant holder or other Perſon or Perſons, ſhall refuſe or negle& to give in an Ac- 
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count 


To render ac- 
count to the 
ſtate treaſurer 


Retailers te 
obtain li- 
cence. 


To give bond 


To render ac- 
count to the 
collector, &c. 
One eighth 
bu cent. al- 
owance for 
leakage, &c; 
Licence to 
continue one 
year. 
Copy to be 
{ent to the 
colletor— 
fee therefor, 


Not to ſell 
leis than a 
quart of li- 
quor. 


No perſon, 
except, &c. to 
ſell leſs than 
30 gallons, 


Collectors to 
make enquiry 
afrer goods 
ſubje& to pay 
exciſe. 


To demand a 
manifeſt of 
retailers, &c. 
under oath. 


Form of the 
oath, 
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Exciſe. 
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Penalty for 
refuſing to 
give account 
or rendering 
a falſe ac- 
count, 


Collectors 
may take ſe- 
curity for 
payment. 


Diſputes con- 
cerning the 
quantity, &c. 
how deter- 
mined. 


On refuſa! 
of payment, 
goods to be 
ſold. 


Power of 


collectors to 
enter ſtores. 


Goods pur- 
chaſed of per- 
ſons not li- 
cenced—the 
exciſe how 


collected. 


Penney on 


thoſe who 


retail without 


licence. 
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count under Oath as aforeſaid, in a reaſonable Time after Demand made 
as aforeſaid, or ſhall render a falſe Account, ſuch Retailer, Innholder, or 
other Perſon or Perſons, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of One Hundred 
Pounds lawtul Money, one Half to the Treaſurer of this State, and the 
other Half to ſuch Collector or his Deputy, or the Perſon who ſhall pro- 
ſecute the ſame to Effect in any Court proper to try the ſame, and ſhall be 
adjudged incapable of holding or receiving any Licence to retail any 
Goods, Wares or Merchandize, or to keep a Tavern, or Houſe of En- 
tertainment Within this State. | 

And when any Retailer of any of the Articles aforeſaid, or any Innholder 
or other Perſon ſhall defire it, ſuch Collector or his Deputy may take good 
Security for ſuch Exciſe, payable to the Governor and Company of this 
State; one Half on Demand, and the other Half in three Months, with 
Intereſt until paid. 

And if any Diſpute ſhall ariſe concerning the Value or Quantity of any 
of the Articles aforeſaid, by which the Exciſe thereof is to be aſcertained, 
the ſame ſhall be determined by two diſintereſted Perſons, to be agreed 
upon by ſuch Collector, and Retailer, or Tavern-keeper, or other Perſon ; 
or in caſe they cannot agree, ſuch Collector ſhall apply to the next Aſſiſtant 
or Juſtice of the Peace, who is diſintereſted, and he ſhall appoint two ju- 
dicious Perſons for the Purpoſe aforeſaid, who ſhall be ſworn to appraiſe 
the ſame, and aſcertain the Quantity and Quality, according to their beſt 
Judgment, and make return of their Doings thereon to ſuch Collector; 
and he ſhall collect the Exciſe thereon accordingly, together with the Coſt 
of ſuch Appraiſal. And all ſuch Articles as ſhall be liable to the Payment 
of Exciſe by Virtue of this Act, may, on Neglect or Refuſal of Payment, be 
taken by ſuch Collector or his Deputy, if to be found wichin his Precincts ; 
and ſhall be advertiſed and fold at public Vendue, in the ſame Manner as 
Goods are fold by Collectors for the Payment of public Taxes, ſufficient 
to pay ſueh Exciſe and Coſt of Sale; and the Remainder ſhall be returned 
to the Owner, or Place where taken. | | 

And ſuch Collector may enter any Store or Place for the Execution of 
his ſaid Office, as ſhall be needful, after making Demand at the Door of 
Entrance, and refuſal or neglect to grant the ſame, in the Day Time. And 
the Fee or Reward of ſuch Collector or his Deputy, ſhall be Seven and 
one Half per Cent, on all Monies by him collected and paid, according 
to the Directions of this Act. And it ſhall be the Duty of the Collector 
in each County, to ſee that all Securities taken by him or his Deputy. for 
Exciſe, be duly collected; and on Failure thereof to put the ſame in Suit, 
by Attachment or otherwiſe, and purſue the ſame to final Judgment, by 
himſelf or Attorney, as he ſhall find to be needtul; and ſhall be accoun- 
table for his Doings thereon to the Governor and Company of this State. 

And when the Colle tor of Exciſe ſhall ſuſpe& any Perſon hath purcha- 
ſed any of the aforeſaid Articles ſubject to Exciſe, or hath ſupplied himſelf 
by any other Means than by purchaſing from a licenced Retailer, it ſhall 


be the Duty of ſuch Collector to apply to ſuch Perſon for an Account of WM 


all ſuch Articles as he hath fo ſupplied himſelf with to be uſed in his Fami- 
ly or Buſineſs in this State; and upon Refuſal, he ſhall take out a War- 
rant from a Juſtice of the Peace, to ſummon ſuch Perſon to appear before 
him and render ſuch Account on Oath, according to the belt of his Know- 
ledge, and pay ſuch Duty accordingly ; and upon Refuſal, it ſhall be the 
Daty of ſuch Juſtice to give Judgment for any Sum that he ſhall think 
juſt and reaſonable, not exceeding the Sum of Five Pounds and Colt. 


And be it further ena7:d by the Authority afereſaid, That no Perſon or Per- 
ſons whatfoever ſhall ſell by Retail, any of the Articles aforeſaid, within 
this State, without Licence arit had and obtained, on Pain of forfeiting 

| double 
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double the Price or Value of rhe Articles fold ; one Half to him that ſhall 
ſue for and proſecute the tame to effect, and the other Half to the Trea- 
ſuter of this State. | | 
And be it farther enated by the Authority aforeſaid, That all the Monies 
raiſed by Exciſe, by Virtue of this Act, ſhall be, and the ſame are hereby 
pledzed and ſecured in the firſt Inftance, for the Payment of the annual 
Intereſt of ſuch Monies as have been, or may be procured on Loan by Or- 
der of this Aſſembly. . ; F 
And all Innholders or Taverners, upon taking out Licence, ſhall give 
Bonds according to the Tenor of this Act. | 
1 Be it further enafied by the Authority aforeſaid, That the enumerated Ar- 
« Witicles on which an Exciſe of Five per Cent. is laid by this Act, ſhall not 
i extend to any Articles wrought or manufactured in this State, 
And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That any Perſon who 
ſhall ſell any of the Articles by Law ſubject to an Exciſe, without Licence, 
} ſhall (in Addition to the Penalties incurred by this Act) pay a Fine of Six 
4 Pounds for every ſuch Offence, for the Uſe of this State : And the Collec- 
tors, and Deputy Collectors of Exciſe within their reſpective Diſtricts, and 
at {Mall other informing Officers, are hereby enjoined to enquire after and due 
1. MWPreſentment make of all Breaches of this Act. 


ſe 1 


An Act for direQing and regulating the levying and 
ſerving Executions. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in Genera“ Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the jame, That when any Judg- 
ment is recovered, and Execution is taken out thereon, the Sheriff or othet 
vt Officer to whom the Execution is directed, ſhall repair to the Place of the 
ed ¶ Debtor's uſual Abode, if within his Precinct, and there make Demand of 
the Debt or Sum due on ſuch Execution, with all neceſſary Charges of exe- 
cuting the ſame; and upon retuſal or neglect of Payment of the fame, the 
of WOfficer ſhall levy the Execution upon any of the perſonal or moveable Eſtate 


\nd of the Debtor ; except neceſſary Apparel, Bedding, Tools, Arms or Imple- 
and ments of his Houſhold, neceſſary for upholding his Life; and upon ſuch 
ing Goods alſo, if they ſhall be preſented by the Debtor, 

tor 


And the Officer ſhall forthwith draw an Account of the Particulars of the 
Goods or Eſtate he ſhall ſo ſeize and take, and ſer up the iame on the Sign 
Poſt of the Town wherein he ſhall ſeize the ſame : And the Officer, with 
the Account of the ſaid Goods, ſhall ſet up a Declaration, that the ſaid 
un [Goods fo poſted, are to be fold at the Place where poſted, at public Ven- 
te. I due, at the End of twenty Days after, naming the Day of the Month. 

And in Caſe the Debtor ſhall not within the ſaid twenty Days, pay the 
nſelf N Debt, and all the Coſt and Charges ariſcn thereon, the Officer ſhall cauſe a 
Drum to be beaten at the Sign-poſt to give Notice to Cuſtomers to come; 
＋ of and ſhall ſell the ſaid Goods (or as many of them as ſhall be neceſſary) there, 
ame Wat an Out-cry to the higheſt Bidders; and of the Effects thereof ſhall pay 
Nar- Wthe Debt and Charges due to the Creditor, and ſatisfy himſelf for his own 
-fore ¶ Fees and Charges, and the Overplus (if any be) ſhall return to the Owner 
N0W- thereof. | 
e the That in Caſe moveable or perſonal Eſtate of the Debtor, ſufficient to ſaciſ- 
hink Wfy the Debt and Charges, cannot be found, and the Creditor ſhall not agree 
to accept or take the Debtor's Lands, the Officer ſhall levy the Execution 
on the Debtor's Body, and him commit to the common Goal in the County 
Per- Win which the Execution is levied, where the Debtor ſhall remain until he 
ball pay the Debt and Charges, with the Officer's and e E * 
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Copy of exe- 
cution ſufhci- 
ent warrant 
for commit- 
ment, &c. 


Lands, &c. 
ſubje& to be 
taken on exe- 
cution where 
perſonal eſ- 

ta te is not 
ſuſheient, &c. 


Mode of le- 
vying execu- 
tions on land. 


To be recor- 
ded in the 
town records, 
ge. 


Executions 

may be di- 

rected to any 
officer in the 
county where 
the perſon or 
eſtate is, &c. 


What time to 
be made re- 
turnable, &c. 


on of the ſame, where the Debtor or his Attorney ſhall not expoſe to view 


— 


n.. 


And every Officer who ſhall commit any Perſon to Priſon by Virtue of 
Diſtreſs or Execution, ſhall deliver a Copy of the Writ or Execution ſign. 
ed by ſuch Officer, to the Gaoler or Priſon-keeper ; which Copy, ſo ſigned 
and delivered, ſhall be a ſufficient Warrant or Order to the Gaoler to re. 
ceive ſuch Perſon or Perſons, and him or them to hold in ſafe Cuſtody, till 
delivered by Law. | 2 

And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Eands and 
Tenements belonging to any Perſon in his own proper Right in Fee, ſhall 
ſtand charged with all the juſt Debts owing by ſuch Perſon as well as his 
perſonal Eſtate, and ſhall be liable to be taken in Execution for Satisfacti. 


and tender to the Officer perſonal Eſtate ſufficient to anſwer the Sum men- 

tioned in the Execution with all Charges. And all Executions duly ſerved 

upon any ſuch Houſes and Lands, being, with the Return of the Officer 
thereon, recorded in the Records of Lands in the Town wherein ſuch Hou- 
ſes or Lands are ſituate ; and alſo returned into the Clerk's Office of the 

Court out of which the [ame iſſued, and there recorded, ſhall make a 

3 to the Party for whom they ſhall be taken, his Heirs and Aſſigns 

orever. 

And whenſoever any Execution ſhall be levied upon Lands, the {ame 
ſhall be appraiſed by three indifferent Freeholders of the ſame Town where 
ſuch Lands lie; or if that Town be a Party, then of the next adjoining 
Town ; one of whom may be choſen by the Debtor, and another by the 
Creditor ; and if they do not agree in chooſing a third, or if either Party 
neglect to chooſe, the Officer ſhall apply to the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of 
the Peace, who by Law may judge between the Parties in civil Cauſes, 
which Authority ſhall appoint one or more Appraiſers, as the Caſe may 
require, which Appraiſers ſhall be ſworn according to Law. T 
And it ſhall be the Duty of the Officer that levies ſuch Execution on 
Lands, to cauſe the Execution, with his Endorſement thereon, to be en- 
tered on the Town Records as aforeſaid, before he returns the ſame into the 
Clerk's Office of the Court out of which it iſſued ; and the Officer ſhall 
have Two Shillings for cauſing the ſame to be ſo recorded, with additional 
Fees fur his Travel. 

[So much of the laſt recited Paragraph as reſpects recording the Execution 
and Return in the Town Records, and the Appointment of the Appraiſers 
was enacted in October, One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and Sixty-ſix.] 
And be it further enafled by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Execution 

iſſuing out of the Office of the Clerk of the County Courts, or Superior 

Courts reſpectively, and Executions granted by Juſtices of the Peace, where 

by Law they have Authority to grant Execution, may by the ſa'd Jultice 

and Clerks reſpectively, be directed to any of the Officers proper to ſerve 
the ſame, in any of the Counties in this State, in which the Perſon dwells 
or the Eſtate whereon the ſame is to be levied is, at the Time of granting 
the Execution: Which Officers to whom the ſame is directed and delivered, 
ſhall duly and faithfully: ſerve and return the ſame according to the Direc- 
tions therein given: Which being returned, ſhall be kept on File in the 

Office out of which the ſame iſſued. 7 
And that all Writs of Execution ſhall be made returnable within ſixt 

Days or to the next Court (in Caſe fixty Days are remaining between the 

Date of the Execution and the next Court) at the Election of him that prays 

it out. And all Executions granted by a ſingle Miniſter of Juſtice, ſhall 

be made returnable in ſixty Days. And all Conſtables, as well as Sheriffs 
ſhall have Power to execute any Writ of Execution to them directed, 
within their own Precincts. 
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| An Act for regulating Fees, 
| E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court Fees E the 
: aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Eſtabliſhment of pes — 2 
| the Fees of the ſeveral Officers of this State, ſhall be as follows, to wit, Grate. 
d Aſſiſtants Fees, $8 
1 WFor attending the General Aſſembly, per Day, Nine Shillings, ies 9.4 K 
s {WT ravel per Mile out, Six-pence, - - - o o 6 8 
1- Repreſentatives Fees. 
w {WFor attending the General Aſſembly, per Day, Six Sbillings, o 6 o 1 
n- WT ravel per Mile out, Six-pence, — - o © 6 — : 
ed Superior Court's Fees, 
et WC hief Judge, per Day, Eighteen Shillings, - + © 10 v0 
u- WA fſiſtant Judges, per Day, Seventeen Shillings, - GT AF © — 
he ror trying each Action, 7 wenty-four Shillings, - „ 
od WE ach Default or Confeſſion, Twelve Shillings, 3 0 120 
* Clerk of the Superior Court's Fees. 

For entering each Action and Judgment, Three Shillings, © © ao 
me riling each Depoſition, Three-pence, — - — o 0 3 fp. court. 
ere Entering each Judgment acknowledged, One Shilling, 1 
ing Rach Execution, One Shilling and Six. pence, - - " BD Ro 
thefWor Copies, each Page of twenty-eight Lines, ten Words } PO 
ty in a Line, One Shilling and Six-pence, 

2 of County Court's Fees. 
tes, hief Judge per Day, Twelve Shillings, - - o 12 0 
mafach Juſtice of the Quorum, per Day, Nine Shillings, - o 9 © County court 

Trying each Action, Twelve Shillings, - — O 12 0 

1 nach Judgment, Default, or Confeſſion, Three Shillingsand Six-pence, © 3 6 

en. Licence to each Tavern-keeper, Six Shillings, 5 o 6 © 
the Whereof to the Clerk, One Shilling. ) 
ſnallLicence to each Tanner, Six Shillings, < . 
ond Jury's Fees at the Superior or County Court, 

or trying each Action, Thirty ſix Shillings, - - x 36 £ Jury. 

ationM7ravel out per Mile, Three-pence, - * o © 3 
ilers, | Clerk of the County Court's Fees. | 
t.] For entering each Action, Three-pence, 1 - Ss 0 42 | 
tion Entering each Judgment or Continuance, One Shilling, o 1 O Clerk county 
erlag or granting Writs, taking Bond, &c. the ſame as | court, 
here Juſtices Fees for like Services. | 
{tice Wor Copies of every Kind, each Page of twenty-eight 9 a: 

ſerre Lines, ten Words in a Line, One Shilling & Six. pence, ; 
wells, Court of Probate's Fees. 
nting Pranting Adminiſtration, to the Judge, One Shilling and Six-pence, o 1 6 
reredReceiving and Probate of every Will, and Inventory of 2 i 
Direc . Fifty Pounds or under, Two Shillings, Court of 
in the Whereof to the Clerk, Nine-pence.) Probates. 

leceiving and Probate of every Will, and Inventory, of _ 5 
ſixtſſ than Fifty Pounds, Three Sbillings, a. 
en the Whereot to the Clerk, One Shilling. ) 
pravſ-ach Quietus, One Shilling, - 2 Mn {0 
f ſhall Whereof to the Clerk, Six-pence.) 
erifi Recording every Will, and each Inventory of Fiſiy Pounds, Ps EP 
rectedſ or under, Two Shillings and Six-pence, | ; . 
or recording every Will, and each Inventory of more than - | 
Fifty Pounds, and not exceeding One Hundred Pounds, 5 ' he 


Thr ce Shillings, — — — 
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Juſtices. 


Secr etary. 


Sheriffs and 


Conſtables. | 


Appointing Guardian and taking Bond, Two Shillings, 


— 


And for every hundred Pound, after the firſt Hundred, Three-pence, © © 

And for a Copy, the ſame. 

Each Bond for Adminiſtrator, and each Letter of 2 
Adminiftration, One Shilling, 


For making out and regiſtering a Commiſſion for weiten 


0 1 


and examining the Claims of Creditors of an Inſolvent 

Eſtate, One Sbilling, 
Regiſtering the Report of Commiſſions, per Page of twenty- 3 
eight Lines, ten Words in a Line, One Shilling and Six-pence, 5 
Making and entering an Order on the Adminiſtrator to pay out ! 

the Eſtate to the Creditors in due Proportion, Four Shillings, 
Recording a Diſtribution, the ſame as for regiſtering the 

Report of Commiſſioners. ; 
Allowing Accounts for ſettling and dividing Inteſtate 2 

Eſtates, One Shilling and Six-pence, 


Wo - 3 


O0 © 
N 


(Whereof to the Clerk, One Sbilling.) 
Order to ſell Land, 7. bree Silage, - - 
Aſſiſtants and Juſtices Fees. 
Signing an Attachment or Summons for Action, dix. Pence, 
Taking every Bond of Recognizance, —— 
Summons for Witneſles, Six- pence, — — 
Entering and Trial of an Action, Three Shillnge, 5 — 
Execution, One Sbilling, . 
Judgment on Confeſſion or Default, One Shilling and dar gene, 
Warrant in a Criminal Caſe, One Sbilling, - 
Bond for Appeal, Six-pence, - - - 
Copies the ſame Fees as Clerks of Courts. 
Affidavit taken out of Court, $ix-pence, - - 
Entering a Plea of Title, and taking Bond, 7 bree Shillings, 
Taking Acknowledgment of a Deed, &c. Sir. pence. 5 
Secretary s Fees, 

Recording Laws and Orders of the General Aſſembly, of 

public Concernment, each, One Shilling, _ ; 
Affixing the State Seal, each Time, One Shilling, - - 
Each Military Commiſſion, One Shilling, - — - 
Each Commiſſion for Juſtices in a County, Five Shillings, 
Commiſſion fer Judges of the Superior Court, Three Shillings, 
Each Commiſſion tor a Judge of the County Court, or 

Court of Probates, One Shilling and Six-pence, 5 


Each Petition or Memorial to the General Aſſembly, 
One Shilling and Six-pence, <- <= * = —— 


O 


00000000 
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For the Uſe of the State, on each Petition, 7 wenty Shillings, 3 


Petition or Memorial, not eg one Folio Page, 

One Shilling and Six-pence, - - 
For Copies of greater Length, and all other Copies, 

the ſame as the Clerk of the Superior Court. ; 

Sheriffs and Conſtables Fees. 

Serving every Summons, Fowur-pence, - - 
It by Copy, Six-pence, - . - - - 
Serving every Attachment, Six-pence, = . 
Bail Bond, One Shilling, — — - — 
Levying every Execution not exceeding one Pound, One 

Shilling lawful Money, and Yree. pence per pound for 

every Pound above that Sum, i in the ſame Currency of 

the Execution, or equivalent in lawful Money. 


For Copy of each Order of the General Aſſembly, on a 


1 
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Attending 
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on 


a 
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State attor- 
- | Information, or for conducting and pleading a Civil Cauſe, þ z o o PT 

3 
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Attending a Juſtice's Court, on Trial of each Action 
when obliged to attend, One Shilling and Six. Ty 

Each Mile Travel out, T bree-pence, - 

Sheriff attending the General Courtor Superior or County 
Court per Day, Six Shillings, - 5 

Conſtable for like Service, Four Shillings, - 


Fees for Plaintiff or Defendant attending Court per Day, ? 
One Shilling and Six-pence, 


Witneſſes attending any Court per Day, each Two Shillings, 
Travel for Witneſs per Mile, Three- poub- 
To the Party per Mile, Two-pence, 

Each Jury-man for viewing Highways per - Day, Four Shillings, 
Officers attending ſuch Jury per Day, Five Shillings, - 


Town Clerk's Fees. 
For recording a Deed, One Shilling, _ 


For Copy of a Deed, One Shilling, «+ - 


or other Copies, and recording ſurvey Bill, the ſame 
Fees as the Clerk of the County Court for Copies. | 


For recording of Marriage, Birth or Death, Three-pence, o 


Attorney's Fees to be taxed in Bills of Coſt. 
t the Superior Court, Eight Shillings, - 
\t the County Court, Four Shillings, - 


Each Grand Jury-man for attending the Superior or County | ; 


Conſtable. 


Plaintiff and 
1 defendant 
Witneſs. 
9 M Travel. 
Jurymen 
viewing 


highway. 


00000 © o © ©'vy 
S C ww 0 ©. 0 VV 


© © 
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Town-clerk, 


Attorney * 


Court, per Day, Four Shillings, - 
ravel per Mile out, Four-pence, - 
Each Wicnels in Criminal Caſes, at the Suit of the —_ for 


Attendance at the Superior or — Courts, and Expences, | o 4 

per Day, Four Sbillings, 

If before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice, per Day, 7 00 Shillings, o 
State Attornies Fees, 

Not exceeding the following Allowances, 

or conducting and pleading each Criminal Caſe, not Capital, 


before the Superior Court, on Bill found by the n J 10 0 
Tuo Pounds Ten Shillings, - 


Prawing an Indictment or Information, Six Shillings, w.-_——— $$ 
or a Trial before the Superior Court, in a Criminal Caſe, on 


o© © 0 © 
G 


% 


N 
O 


on Behalf of the State, Two Pounds, 


or proſecuting a Civil Cauſe, when Judgment is given on ? 5 
Confeſſion or Default, in the Superior Court, One Pound, 
or a Capital Trial, Four Pounds, - 4 0 © 


1 Na a Criminal Caſe, on Confeſſion, before the Superior Court, 1 . 10 
One Pound Ten Shillings, - ; | 


n Caſe of nolle Proſequi entered, or a return of a Grand- Jap,; 5 
not a true Bill, One Pound, F 


f an Aſſiſtant Attorney is allowed in any Trial, not Capital, 


before the Superior Court, in Behalf of the State, his Fee * o o Aſiſting- 
ſhall be One Pound, 0 attorney. 


Ur if Capital, Two Pounds, - 


Og Ss  -© 


n Proſecution on Behalt of the State, before the County Court, 
the Attorney ſhall be allowed, not exceeding two Thirds of 
the Fees allowed for the like Services in the Superior Court; 
or leſs, at the Diſcretion of the Court. 

County Surveyor's Fees. c 3 
or himſelf and Horſe, beſides n per Day, Six Shillings „„ 


Poſt 


veyor. 
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66 Felonies. 
Poſt Wages, . „ il 
For Man, Horſe and Expences, per Mile out, Five. pence, 0 o 5 
Poſts. The ſame for Men employed in purſuit of Criminals, or 
conducting them to Gaol, and other like Services done 5 
by Order of Authority. 
Gaolers. Gaolers Fees. 5 
Eor Commitment and Diſcharge of a Priſoner, Two Shillings, © 2 f 
For dieting each Priſoner, per Week, Five Shillings, - o 5 offs 
Naval-Officers Fees, 7 
For Clearance of a Veſſel bound to * other of the United 6 
States, Six Shillings, - - ; 2 : 
For Clearance of a Veſſel bound to the — Indies, , 
Naval officers Twelve Shillings, — — 
For Clearance of a Veſſel bound to Europe, A 7a, or * 18 
Eighteen Shillings, - - ; 8 ' 
For a Regiſter, Eight Shillings, - - - o 8 « 
For indorking a Regiſter, Two Shillings, - - o 2 off 
For cancelling a Bond, Two Shillings, - - & $4 
For Bond, Two Shillings, - - - o 2 of 
For Cocker, T bree Shillings, - - o 42 0 
For a Permit to Load or Unload, Two Shillings, - -@ $ 1 
An Act for — of divers capital and other 
|  Felonies. 
E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cour 
| aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Man or Wo 
Beaftiality. man ſhall lie with any Beaft or Brute Creature, by carnal Copulation, ſuciif 
Perſon ſhall be put to Death ; and the Beaſt ſhall be ſlain and buried. 
That if any Man ſhall lie with Mankind, as he lieth with Womankind, 
both of them have committed Abomination, they both ſhall be put to Death; 
Sodomy. except it ſhall appear that one of the Parties was forced, or under fifree! 


GS  * 


Falſe witneſs. to take away any Man's Life, ſuch Offender ſhall be put to Death, 


Arſon. 


Burnlng ma- 


gazines, veſ- 


ſels, &c. 


Years of Age; in which Caſe the Party forced, or under the Age afore 
ſaid, ſhall not be liable to ſuffer the ſaid Puniſhment. 
That if any Perſon riſe up by falſe Witneſs, wilfully, and of Purpoſ: 


That if any Perſon of the Age of G6xteen Years, or more, ſhall wilfully 
and of Purpoſe, burn any Dwelling-Houſe, Barn, or Our-Houle, he ſhal 
be put to Death : Or if no Prejudice or Hazard to the Life of any Perſo 
happen thereby, ſhall ſuffer ſuch other ſevere Puniſhment as the Superi 
Court ſhall determine, and alſo ſatisfy all Damage to the ugured or ag 
orieved Party. 
That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall wilfully and maliciouſly burn or de 
ſtroy, or attempt or conſpire to burn or deſtroy any Magazine of Proy 
ſions, or of military or naval Stores, belonging to the United States d 
America, or to this State; or if any Maſter, Officer, Seaman, Mariner, d 
other Perſon, entruſted with the Navigation or Care of any Veſſel belongin! 
to the ſaid United States, or Veſſel belonging to this State, ſhall wiltul) 
and maliciouſly burn or deſtroy, or attempt or conſpire to burn or deſird 
ſach Veſſel, or in Time of War, ſhall wiltully betray, or voluntarily yiel 

or deliver any ſuch Veſſel to the Enemies of the United States of Ameri! 
every ſuch. Perſon, and their Aiders or Abettors, on legal Conviction « 
either of the Offences aforcſaid, ſhall ſuffer Death; or if any of the fal 
Offences, when committed in Ti ime of Peace, ſhall 'be attended with {uc 
alleviating Circumſtances as in the Judgment of the Superior rt ml 
render 
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ender it reaſonable to inflift a lower Puniſhment, ſuch Perfon may be pu- 
iſhed by whipping on his naked Body, not exceeding forty Stripes, and 
by Baniſhment, or Imprifonment in any Work-houſe, or Houſe of Cor- 
ection, not exceeding ten Years, and a Forfeiture of all the Eſtate of ſuch 
Offender, to the Uſe of this State, at the Diſcretion of the ſaid Court. 

That if any Perfon on Purpoſe, and of Malice, Fore-thought, and by 
aying in Wait, ſhall cut out or diſable the Tongue ; or put out an Eye or 
Eyes, ſo that the Perſon is thereby made blind; or ſhall cut off all, or any 
of the privy Members of any Perfon ; or ſhall be aiding or aſſiſting there- 
in, ſuch Offender, or Offenders ſhall be put to Death. | 

That if any Perſon within this State, ſhall preſume wilfully to blaſpheme 
he Name of God the Father, Son, or Holy Ghoſt, either by denving, cur- 
ing, or reproaching the true God or his Government of the World; every 
Perſon ſo offending ſhall be puniſhed by whipping on the naked Body, 
ot exceeding forty Stripes, and ſitting in the Pillory one Hour; and may 
alſo be bound to his good Behaviour, at the Diſcretion of the Superior 
ourt who ſhall have Cognizance of the Offence. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon 
ichin this State, having been educated in, or having made Profeſſion of 
he Chriſtian Religion, ſhall by writing, printing, teaching, or adviſed 
ſpeaking, deny the Being of a God ; or any one of the Perſons in the 
Holy Trinity to be God; or ſhall aſſert and maintain that there are 
ore Gods than One; or ſhall deny the Chriſtian Religion to be true, 
vr the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New-Teſtament to. be of Divine 
\uthority, and be thereof lawfully convicted before any of the Superior 
ourts of this State, ſhall for the firſt Offence, be incapable to have or 
njoy any Offices or Employments, eccleſiaſtical, civil or military, or any 


Coun! 


WoWPart in them, or Profit by them: And the Offices, Places and Employ- 
ſuci ments enjoyed by ſuch Perſons at their Conviction, ſhall be void. 

. And ſuch Perſon being a ſecond Time convicted of any of the aforeſaid 
kind MCrimes, ſhall be diſabled to ſue, proſecute, plead, or maintain any Action 
eath or Information in Law or Equity; or be Guardian of any Child, or Ex- 
+reenecutor of any Will, or Adminiſtrator of any Eſtate. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That no Perſon ſhall be proſecuted by Virtue of 
his Act, for Words ſpoken contrary to this Paragraph thereof, unleſs In- 
ormation thereof be given within ſix Months after the Offence committed, 

Provided alſo, That any Perſons convicted of any of the ſaid Crimes, 
ſhall for the firſt Offence, upon renouncing ſuch erroneous Opinions in 
the Court where convicted, within twelve Months after Conviction, from 
the Time of ſuch renouncing, be diſcharged from all Diſabilities incurred 
by ſuch Conviction. | 

And be it further enafted and provided by the Authority aforeſaid, That the 
Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor of this State, for the T'ime being, or 
any three Aſſiſtants concurring, ſhall have Power to reprieve a condemned 
Malefactor to the next General Court. 

Thar any Perſon arraigned before the Superior Court, for Trial, on an 
Indictment for any capital Offence, by Law puniſhable with Death, ſhall 
ingin dave Liberty peremptorily, without giving any Reaſon, to challenge twenty 
ilfulot the Jurors, ſummoned and impannelled for ſaid Trial, and no more, 
(rofl vithout ſhewing ſufficient Reaſons, | 
7 yiel 
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reputed, or uſed, or hereafter ſhall be formed, fixed, or ſtated for a Com. 
mon Field, ſhall and may meet together by themſelves or Agents, annually 
on the firſt Monday in March, or on ſuch other Day as they ſhall appoint, 
at the uſual Place of the Town-Meeting in the Town where ſuch Field is, 
or at ſuch other Place as they ſhall appoint, to order the Affairs of ſochM 
Field, with Reſpect to the fencing and improving ſaid Field, and all other 
Things neceſſary for the well ordering, managing, and improving the ſame: 
In which Meetings the Proprietors of ſuch Fields ſhall have full Power, by 
their major Vote, to be computed by Intereſt, to order all ſuch Affairs 23 
they ſhall ſee meet. 


And the better to enable them to carry on and manage the Affairs of ſuch Fiel, 
They are hereby impowered to chuſe a Moderator, and Clerk; which? 
Clerk ſhall enter all the Acts and Votes of the ſaid Proprietors, relating o 
the Management of the ſaid Common Fields; and ſhall be ſworn to a faith. 
ful Diſcharge of his Office: Whoſe Fees ſhall be the ſame as the Town 
Clerks for the like Service, And ſuch Clerk being once choſen and ſworn, 
ſhall continue in his Office till another be choſen and ſworn in his Room. 
* They ſhall alſo chuſe a Committee to take Care of, and manage the Af. 
fairs of their Common Freld ; and may alſo chuſe their own Fence-Vieweri 
and Haywards out of their own Number of Proprietors, who ſhall be ſworn 
to a faithful Diſcharge of the Duties belonging to their reſpective Offices. 
And it any Perſon or Perſons ſhall refuſe to ſerve, being duly choſen, ai 
aforeſaid, he or they ſhall incur the ſame Penalty as is provided in Cale off 
Town Officers Refuſal; and to be levied in the ſame Manner, 
And the Committee appointed for any Common Field may call a Meet. 
ing of the Proprietors of ſuch Field when they hall judge it needful ; either 
by giving Warning unto ſuch of them as live in the Town where ſuch Field 
is, and to the Agents, if any be, in the ſame Town of non-reſident Pro- 
prietors, at leaſt three Days before ſuch Meeting, of the Time, Place, and 
Buſineſs of ſuch Meeting; or by warning the ſaid Proprietors in ſuch othe 
Manner, as they in any of their lawful Meetings ſhall agree upon. 

- And the Proprietors of Common Fields, at any lawful Meeting, are here- 
by fully impowered to grant, and levy Taxes upon themſelves, according 
to their Intereſt in ſuch Fields, for the defraying the Charges that may ariſe 
in ſetting out, or altering the Fence, in making Gates and Bridges for thei! 
Field; and for any other public or common Charge about ſaid Field, a 
they ſhall judge needtul; and appoint Rate-makers, and Collectors for the 
making, and gathering ſuch Rates: Which Collectors ſhall have the ſame 
Power and Authority as Collectors of Town-Rates have; and ſhall be un- 

der the ſame Penalties in Caſe of Refuſal to accept, and execute the ſaid 
Office, | 
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when any Num- 
ber of Proprietors, or Owners of Land, 'in any Town, have their Land: 
adjoining, and ſo ſituate as that it may be commodious, and beneficial for 
them to improve the ſaid Lands as a Common Field, if two third Parts 0 
ſuch Proprietors, accounting their Votes according to Intereſt, ſhall agret 
to improve ſuch Lands as a Common Field; they are directed to repreſent 
the Circumſtances thereof to the County Court of that County; and notiff 
the other Proprietors of ſaid Lands to appear at ſaid Court, to make Ob- 
jections (if any they have) againſt ſaid Lands being improved, as aforeſaid. 
And on faid Proprietors obtaining the Approbation and Allowance of faid 

Court to improve laid Lands, as aforeſaid, the Proprietors and Owners oi 
ſuch Lands are hereby fully authorized and impowered to form and im- 
prove the ſaid Lands as a Common Field: In which Caſe they ſhall have 
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And the better to enable Preprietors of Common Fields to fence, and manage, 
and regulate their Fences, 
Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Committee of 
the Field, or a Committee to be” appointed for that Purpoſe, are hereby 
impowered and directed to appoint, and ſet out the Place where, and the 
Proportion which each Proprietor ſhall have his Fence erected; either in 
the Line of Fence already ſtated, or in any other, or new Line to be fixed, 
and ſtated by the Proprietors : (Which they are fully impowered to do.) 
And every Proprietor in ſuch Common Field, ſhall duly ere&, (if Need 
be) and ſhall maintain his Proportion of the ſaid Common tence, according 
to the Direction of ſuch Committee, upon the Penalty of incurring ſuch For- 
feiture as is hereafter, in Caſe of defective Fence, provided: And alſo ſhall 
attend all Orders of the major Part of the Proprietors of ſuch Common 
| Field, for the Improvement thereof, for the common Good and Benefit, 
And that any Perſon or Perſons, having his or their Part or Proportion 
of Common Fence ſet out to him or them by ſuch Committee, ſhall have 
Liberty, in order to make or repair his or their ſaid Part or Proportion ot 
Common Fence, of paſling over any Perſons Let or Land whatſoever, as 
much as ſhall be neceſſary for the Purpoſe aforeſaid. - | 
And when it ſhall ſo happen that the Line of Fence, ordered, as afore- 
ſaid, for the encloſing any Common Field, runs, or ſhall run in, or upon 
the Line or Bounds between the Land of any Perſon, making a particular 
Encloſure, and the Lands of the Common Field, the one Moiety of the di- 
viding Fence at ſaid Place, ſhall be made and maintained by the Proprietors 
of the Common Field, and the other Moiety by the Owner of ſuch Encloſure. 
And where it ſhall ſo happen that the Common Line of Fence runs, or 
ſhall run acroſs the Land of any Perſon, making a particular Encloſure, 
leaving Part on one Side, and Part on the other Side of ſuch Common Line, 
Conſideration ſhall be had in proportioning out the Fence to ſuch Encloſure, 
of the Advantage or Diſadvantage the Owner of ſuch Encloſure hath by the 
Fence running acroſs, as aforeſaid : Which the Committee are to obſerve 
im proportioning out to ſuch Owners their Part of the Dividend Fence, 


: here-W And all ſuch Fence ſet out to the Owners of particular Encloſures, as afore- 
Yrding ſaid, ſhall be inſpected and repaired by the Fence-Viewers as Part of the 
y arieg Fence of the Common Field. a; 


And that neither the Proprietors of ſuch Common Field, nor the Owner 
of ſuch Encloſure, ſhall excuſe themſelves by laying open their Field or En- 
cloſure, from making and maintaining their Part of ſuch Dividend Fence, 
without Liberty ſo to do, firſt had and obtained from the County Court, 
In the ſame County where ſuch Fence is. | 
And where the Common Line of Fence enclofing any general Field, as 
aforeſaid, has already been, or hereafter ſhall be ſettled and proporzioned 
, agreeable to the Reſolves and Votes of the Proprietors aforeſaid, it ſhall ſo 
| LanWremain until altered by ſuch Proprietors, | 
cial tl And whenſoever the Proprietors of any Common Field ſhall agree by 
"arts Ofitheir major Vote, computed as aforeſaid, to alter or new lay, or run their 


Wi n. ommon Fence, the Committee to effect the ſame, ſhall cauſe their Doings 
« hx 2 o be entered with the Clerk of ſaid Field. 
wy And that the Proprietors Committee, from Time to Time, as Occaſion 


equires, ſhall have Power, and they are hereby impowered, when and fo 
often as any Perſon ſhall purchaſe any Lands in ſuch Common Field, to ſet 
out to ſuch Purchaſer his Proportion of Fence, at the Deſire and Charge of 
he Grantor; which Grantor ſhall maintain ſaid Fence until ſuch Time as 
he procure the ſame to be done; and cauſe an Entry thereof to be made by 
he Clerk of ſaid Field. | 


And if any Perſon having Land lying in any Common Field, ſhall deceaſe, 
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Committee longed to ſuch Land, the ſaid Committee are hereby impowered to make 
to fix the liſt a juſt and equal Proportion of ſaid Fence, fixing the ſame in the Liſt of 
0: fence tone Fence to the Heirs or Succefſors of the Deceafed : Which Fence ſhall be 
\ deceaſed. accounted to ſuch Heirs or Sueceſſors, as it was to their Predeceſſor. 

ö i And to prevent Difficulties that may ariſe by the Owners of Fences in the Line 

i of Common Fence, neglecting to keep up Stakes with the two firſs Letters of their 
$i Name on them, to diſtinguiſh their Parts of the Common Fence : 
0 Owners of It is further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Owners of Fence 
i fence in the jn the Line of Common Fence, ſhall ſet and keep up ſuch Stakes, marked 
| geld. to ſet AS aforeſaid, And that every Perſon who ſhall negle&, more than two 

| up mark'd Days, after Warning given him by either of the Fence. Viewers of that 

| ſtakes, on pe- Field, to fet up Stakes marked as aforeſaid, ſhall for every fuch Neglect; 
al nalty, && forfeit the Sum of One Shilling and Six-pence ;, to be collected and paid to 
the Proprietors of ſuch Field, or their Order. | 
bv Be it further enatied by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Common Fields 
1 1 ſhall be ſufficiently fenced : And that all five-rail Fence, and ſtone-wall 
fl 8 „four Feet high, being well and ſubſtantially erected; and all other Fence, 
bl ſafficiently either of Rails, Boards, Hedge, Ditch, Brooks, Rivers, Creeks, &c. which 
fenced. in the Judgment of the Fence- Viewers ſhall be equivalent to the ſaid five- 
rail Fence, ſhall be adjudged fufficient Fence. And that ſuch quick-ſet 

What ſhallbe Fence as ſhall be accounted ſufficient in the Judgment of the Fence- Viewers iſ 
acconnted ſo. to fence againſt ruly Horſes, Neat-Cattle and Sheep, ſhall be judged and 
accounted ſufficient Fence, | : 

And that the Fence of common Fields may be kept up, and Damage therein 

prevented, | 

It is further Enadted, That the Fence-Viewers of any Common Field, 

Fence view. {ball carefully inſpect the Fence of ſaid Field, and view the ſame as often 
ers to inſpect as they ſhall judge it needful : And alſo whenſoever they ſhall de called out i 
the fence. and ordered by the Committee of ſuch Field,” ſhall inſpe& and view the 
; fame, and take Care thar the ſame be kept up and maintained in a good 

and ſufficient Manner during the Time they reſpectively ſhall continue in 

that Office. | 


| 

; And to enable them to do the fame, They are directed and fully impow- 
11 ered, upon View of fuch Common Fence, and finding any Part thereof to 
vi be inſufficient and defective, without Delay to give Notice or Information 


| | * my gn to the Owner or Owners of ſuch defective Fence, or to ſuch Perſon or Per- 
| ers duty and 


power ſons as ought to maintain, or who have the Care of maintaining ſuch Fence, 


5 

| of the inſufficiency thereof; who ſhall ſufficiently erect or repair the ſame, 
ki within the Space of five Days after Notice given: And in Caſe of Negled 
It thereof, the Fence-Viewers ſhall forthwith repair and make up the ſame; 
MM and the Perſon to whom it belongs to maintain faid Fence, ſhall pay doubl: 
| | Coſt and Charge to the Fence-Viewers for repairing the fame : And in Cal: 
[ of Neglect or Refuſal to pay ſaid double Coſt and Charge, for the Space of 
ten Days after an Account thereof preſented, and Demand made, ſuch Col 
and Charge ſhall be levied by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Offender's Goods 
| by Warrant from an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace: And for want d 
Goods and Chatcles, the Officer ſhall deliver to the Fence-Viewers ſo much 
of the Lands of the Perſon deficient, as ſhall fatisfy the ſaid Coſt and Charge 
and other Coſt ariſing by a reaſonable Extent, according to the Judgment 

of ſaid Officer. 8 
Always provided, That at any Time within ten Days after the Accoun 
ſhewed, and Demand made as aforeſaid, the Perſon aggrieved with ſuc 

Account, ſhall have Liberty to complain to an Afſiſtant or Juſtice of 1 

Proviſo. Peace, who ſhall upon his Deſire and Coſt, iſſue a Warrant to the Select 
men ot the Town, in which the Cauſe ſhall happen, or to two Fence-Vien 
ers, not being Parties or intereſted in the Controverſy, requiring them fort: 
with to view and appraiſe the Coſt beſtowed by the Fence-Viewers in ft 
Eg pairin 
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airing the ſaid defective Fence: And the Party complaining ſhall pay the 
Fence Viewers, for repairing ſaid Fence, double the ſaid Appraiſement: 
And in Caſe of Refuſal, or Neglect, forthwich to do the ſame, it ſhall be 
levied by Diſtreſs, and Sale of the Offender's Goods; or for want of Goods, 
by Extent of his Lands, by Warrant, as aforeſaid, 

And if at any Time the Fence-Viewers of any Common Field ſhall find 
the Common Fence of ſuch Field defective, ſo much that they are not able 
to repair the ſame, or to hire Help ſufficient to repair the ſame, ſo as that 
tuch Common Field may be timely ſecured, and do make Complaint there- 
of to the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice 
is hereby fully impowered to ifſue forth a Warrant to the Conſtable of that 


ö 

Town, or to the ſaid Fence-Viewers, to impreſs Men and Teams ſufficient 

4 to repair ſuch defective Fence; who ſhall be paid by ſuch Fence-Viewers 
for their Labour, as they can agree, or as ſhall be determined by ſuch Aſſiſt- 

8 ant, or Jut... * of the Peace. 

n I is alſo further enacted, That no Perſon ſhall feed, or bait any Cattle, or 

- Creatures, upon his Neighbours Land, in any Common Field, without his 

bs Leave, or Conſent, from the tenth Day of April, to the tenth Day of OFoter, 


Yearly ; unleſs ſuch Field, by the Agreement and Order of the Proprietors 
thereof, ſhall be ſooner opened for Feeding. And all Cattle, or Creatures, 
being found Baiting, or Feeding, as aforeſaid, within the Time aforeſaid, 
ſhall be liable to be impounded by the Haywards of the Field, or Owner 
of ſuch Land. | 

And all Damages that ſhall be done in any Common Field, or particular 
Incloſure, by Cattle, Horſes, Sheep, or Swine, when the Fence is ſufficient, 
ſhall be paid by the Owners of ſuch Creatures; but if the Fence be defec- 
tive, the Poundage ſhall be paid by the Owners of ſuch Creatures, before 
they ſhall be releaſed out of Pound; and the ſame ſhall by him be again re- 
covered of that Perſon whoſe Fence is found defective: Provided it ſhall ap- 
pear that ſuch Creatures entred ſaid Field through ſuch defective Fence. 
And all Damages that ſhall be ſuſtained through the Deficiency of Fence, 
ſhall be paid or borne by the Owner of ſuch Fence. 
And to prevent Difficulties that may ariſe through the Deficiency of Fence be- 
longing to Proprietors in Common Fields, who are non reſident in the Town where 
ſuch Fields are. | 
It is further enacted by the Authority aſoreſaid, That ſuch non-reſident Pro- 
prietors of any Common Field, ſhall annually certify to the Clerk of ſaid 
Common Field, under his or their Hands whom he or they have appointed 
and impowered to be his, or their Agent or Agents to act in his or their 
Behalf, in all Affairs reſpeRing his or their Intereſt therein: Which Agent 

or Agents ſhall certify to ſaid Clerk, his or their Acceptance of ſaid Truſt 
and thereupon ſhall become obliged to do all the Duties, and attend the 
orders of the Proprietors as fully as the reſident Proprietors by Law are. 

And if ſuch non-reſident Proprictors ſhall negle& or refuſe to conſtitute 

their Agents, and certify, as aforeſaid, the Fence-Viewers of the ſaid Field, 
pon View of the Common Fence thereof, and finding any Part of ſuch non- 
Wclident Proprictor's Fence inſufficient, ſhall notify the Clerk of ſaid Field 
of the {aid Inſufficiency, under their Hands; which Notification ſhall be 
cemed legal Warning to the aforeſaid non-reſident Proprietors, to take 


ence-Viewers are directed and impowered to take the ſame Method, and 

all have the fame Recompence; to be recovered in the ſame Manner as 
above provided in Caſe of Reſident Proprietors Neglect, or Default. 

Always provided, That if at any Time the Fence- Viewers ſhall repair 

amy non-reſident Proprietor's Fence, an Account of the Coſt thereof ſhall 

© rendered to, and a Demand fhall be made of ſuch Clerk, (who ſhall 


make 


are to mend, and keep in Repair, ſuch Fence : And on Failure thereof, the 
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pounded. 


Fence view - 
ers to be cal - 
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their judg- 
ment on 


| Knce. 


Caſe. And if any Perſon ſhall put any Horſes, Cattle, Sheep, or Swine 


* 


make Entry thereof) which ſhall be deemed as effectual as if preſented to, 
and made of ſuch non-reſident Proprietor, or Proprietors. 
And whereas Damage is often done in Common Fields by thoſe who incloſe 
Lands within ſuch Fields, through the Inſufficiency of their Fences. 
Therefore, | | 
Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That ſuch Incloſure ſhall 
be ſufficiently fenced for the Securing of Beaſts that ſhall be put into them 
for Paſture : To be viewed, and judged by ſome of the Fence-Viewers in 
the Town where ſuch Field 1s, who are not Parties, or intereſted in the 


to Paſture in any fuch particular Incloſure, which in the Judgment of 
the ſaid Fence-Viewers is not ſufficiently fenced for Securing of the Crea- 
tures ſo put to Paſture, all fuch Creatures ſhall be as liable to be impound. 
ed as if they were looſe in the open Field. And if ſuch Creatures ſhall 
break out of ſuch Incloſure, and be found Damage-feaſant in the Common 
Field, the Owner of them ſhall pay Coft of Poundage, and Damages as 
the Law in any Caſe provides. | kat 

Be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Proprietors of 
any common Field may, by their major Vote, computed as aforeſaid, iſ 
agree on the Fee to be paid by the Owner of any Horſe, Horſe-kind, neat 
Cattle, or Sheep impounded out of ſuch common Field, and the Sum thus 
agreed on and voted in any lawful Meeting, ſhall be the lawful Fee, to be iſ 
paid by the Owner of ſuch impounded Creature. Always provided, it be 
not more than Three Sbillings for each Horſe, Horſe-kind, and neat Cattle, 
and for all Sheep Four-pence per Head. | 

And for preventing Diſputes about fencing particular Incloſures, and rendering 
the Improvement of them profitable to the Owners : 

Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all the Inhabitants in 
this State, ſhall make and maintain ſufficient Fence, or Fences (agreeable 
to the Direction in this Act before given reſpecting what ſhall be deemed 
ſufficient Fence) to ſecure their particular Fields, or Incloſures. 

And whatſoever Creatures ſhall be found Damage-feaſant in ſuch Inclo- 
ſure, fenced as aforeſaid, ſhall be liable to be impounded by the Owner iſ 
ſuch Incloſure, or his Order: And the Owner of ſuch Creature ſhall pay 
the Poundage and Damage. But whatſoever Damage ſhall be done by any 
Beaſt through the Inſufficiency of the Fence of ſuch Incloſure, ſhall not be 
recoverable, unleſs the Damage be done by Swine or Horſes, ſuffered to 
go at large on the Common; or by unruly Cattle, which will not be re- 
ſtrained by ordinary Fences ; or unleſs where any Perſon ſhall put his Cat- 
tle into, or otherwiſe voluntarily treſpaſs upon his Neighbour's Ground: 
In all which Caſes, if the Party damnified find the Beaſts doing Damage in 
his Inclofure, he may impound them and recover Poundage and Damage; 
although his Fence be not ſufficient according to Law. 

And whenſoever any Fence- Viewers, on Occafton of any Cattle or other 
Creatures being impounded as Damage-feaſant, ſhall be called to paſs their 
Tudgment on the Fence inclofing the Land from whence ſuch Creatures 
were impounded, that although ſaid Fence be found in ſome Places not 
fully anſwerable to the Law, yet it they judge the Fence of ſuch Incloſure 
to be as effectual againſt the Creatures impounded as a Five-rail Fence oi 
Stone-wall four Feet high, well erected would be; or if it be made to appea' 
to the ſaid Fence-Viewers, that the Creatures did not enter the encloſed 
Lands at the deficient Place; but over ſome Place which was ſufficient, 
as aforeſaid, then the ſaid Fence- Viewers ſhall declare the Fence to be ſufti-W 
cient, any Thing in this AR before contained to the contrary notwitb- e 
ſtanding. | 9 l | 

That when any Perſon ſhall fence any particular Field, or Incloſure, in 
ſetting of Poſts and Rails, Boards, or Hedge-Fence, there fhall be 2 1 

or 
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for either Party, of twelve Inches from the dividend Line, to break the 


Ground to ſet the Poſts and Stakes in: But the Poſts and Stakes ſhall be 
ſet in the dividend Line. 


And for the making Stone- wall or other Fenee, there ſhall be Liberty of 


either Party bordering on each other, to ſet one Half of the width of ſuch 
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Stone-wall or other Fence, on each Side of the dividend Line, provided 
it exceed not one Foot and a Half from ſaid Line on the Neighbours Land. 
And there ſhall be a Liberty of four Feet allowed for a Ditch, from the 
dividend Line, (except in fencing Houſe or home Lots, for either of the 
bordering Parties) where the Proportion of Fence belongs to them reſpec- 
vely ; provided the Party making the Ditch lay the Bank thereof upon 
is own Land. 

And that when any Perſon ſhall fence in, and improve any particular 
zdjoining Fields or Incloſures in ſeveral, they ſhall make and maintain the 
lividend Fence equally between them; that is to ſay, one of them the one 
Half, and the other the other Half thereof, | 

And if one Perſon ſhall improve before his Neighbour, 2nd ſo make the 

hole of the Fence, and afterwards the adjoining Neighbour or Proprietor 

all improve the adjoining Land by particular Incloſure, he ſhall purchaſe 
dne Half of the dividend Fence, and maintain the ſame : And if the Parties 
do not agree in dividing or apprizing the ſaid dividend Fence, it ſhall be in 
he Power of the Perſon aggrieved, to call the Select- men of the Town, or 
major Part of them, who ſhall divide and ſet out each and every Perſon or 
Perſons, his or their Part of the ſaid dividing Fence, in equal Proportion; 
nd ſhall ſet a Price upon the Fence ſo ſet out to the Perſon or Perſons laſt 
mproving in ſeveral ; to be paid to the Perſon or Perſons who erected the 
ame: An Account whereof under the Select- men's Hands ſhall be a ſuffi- 
[ent Evidence for the Perſon or Perſons who erected ſaid Fence, to recover 
aid Price ſo ſet, of the Perſon or Perſons laſt improving, as aforeſaid. 

The like Method may be taken in dividing any dividend Line of Fence, 
etween adjoining Proprietors of particular Incloſures, on the Motion of 
ther Party, where it ſhall ſo happen that the other Party refuſes to divide 

e ſame: In dividing of which the Select-men ſhall have Regard to the 
etter Part of ſaid Fence, (if any ſuch there be) and ſet the ſame to him who 
rected the ſame, or holds under him who erected it; and the Charge 

ereof ſhall be paid by him who wilfully refuſed to make ſuch Diviſion : 
or the Recovery of which the Account thereof under the Select- men's 
lands ſhall be a fufficient Evidence, as aforeſaid. 

And all Diviſions of ſuch Fence made as aforeſaid, and recorded in the 

own Records of the ſame Town in which it is made, ſhall be as effectual 
| Law, as though the ſame was made in Writing under the Hands of the 
arties concerned, 

And if any Perſon or Perſons who ought to maintain any dividend 

ence, ſhall neglect of refuſe to keep in ſufficient Repair according to Law, 
| ſuch Fence or Fences, ſet out as aforeſaid z or divide according to the 
greement of the Parties concerned therein, appearing by Writing under 
ir Hands, or other ſufficient Evidence to ſhew the ſame, the Perſon ag- 
leved ſhall have Liberty and Power, at his own Coſt, to call the Fence- 
lewers in the Town to view the ſame : Who, if they find the ſame inſuffi- 
ent, or wanting, ſhall take the ſame Method in order to get the ſame 
ted or repaired : And they, or the Perſon aggrieved, ſhall have the 
me Allowance for erecting or repairing the ſame, if they, or either of them 
ect or repair it; and to be recovered in the ſame Manner, with Coſt of 
ewing the ſame, as is before provided in this Act in Caſe of Neglect to 
pair Fence in the Line of Common Field Fence, | 
Always provided, That if the Perſon aggrieved repair ſaid inſufficient 
ence, the Value of ſuch Reparation ſhall be appraiſed by the Fence- 
ewers. K a And 
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And if any Perſon ſhall afterwards lay open his Field or Incloſure, 
Perſons lay- (Vhich none ſhall do without three Months Warning, on Penalty of paying 
ingopentheir the Damages that his Neighbour ſhall ſuſtain thereby) the other Part 
fields, &c. ſnall have Liberty to buy the dividend Fence, paying the then preſent Value 

| thereof : To be ſet by two Men, to be choſen by either Party one; or in 
Caſe of Non- agreement therein, by the Sele&-men, or major Part of them, 
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An Act for regulating Ferries. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That every Perſon c 
Town that hath, or that hereafter ſhall have a Ferry or the Privilege of: 
Ferry-men to Ferry; or Right of carrying Paſſengers, Teams, Horſes or other Creature; 
be provided over any River, Creek, or other Place of Water in this State, ſhall at al 
—— — Times be provided with a good tight Boat; ſufficient both for Largeneſz 
ac. Strength, and Steadineſs for the ſafe Tranſportation of Paſſengers and the 
Horſes, and other Creatures: Well furniſhed with ſuitable Oars, and othe 
Implements neceſſary for that Service, and Men ſufficient to manage the ſame, 
| And none ſhall be employed as Ferry-men but ſuch as are of approve 
To be of ap- Diſcretion ; ſtrong, and able-bodied ; well ſkilled in rowing, and manag 
proved diſ- ing laid Service. | 
cretion. And the Sele&t-men of the Town where ſuch Paſſage is, or ſuch Privileg 
geleckt men is granted, are hereby required and impowered to take effectual Care that th 
to take care Order, in all the Parts of it, be duly attended by all the Owners of Ferric 
in this affair. That every Keeper of a Ferry ſhall have the ſole Liberty of the Tran 
portation of Paſſengers and their Horſes, from the Place where ſuch Fern 
5 the is granted, to any other Ferry-Place, or uſual Place of Landing. And n 
ſole liberty of Ferry-man that ſhall land Paſſengers at any other Ferry-Place, may takt 
tranſporting Paſſengers from thence, if the Ferry-Boat of that Place, be ready. 
travellers. Provided, this Order ſhall not hinder any Perſons that uſe. or have Occ 
. ſion to pals in their own or their Neighbours Boats or Canoes, to their ow: 
Proviſo. Buſineſs and Labour from paſting accordingly. 

; And for the ſpeedy Tranſportation of Paſſengers, 
Every Ferry-man employed in the reſpective Ferry-Boats in this Stats 
ſhall give conſtant and diligent Attendance on that Buſineſs from Sun-r 
until nine of the Clock at Night, from the firſt of April to the firſt of Of 

Hours of at- Ber; and until eight of the Clock at Night from the firſt of Oæsober to th 

tendance. firſt of April annually : And ſhall not deny or delay the ſpeedy carryin 

over of any Paſſenger or Paſſengers according to the true Intent and Meat 

ing hereof, on Pain that every ſuch Ferry-man upon Conviction. beto 

any one Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, of the Neglect of his Duty,! 

not croſſing ſaid Ferries within the Time limited as aforeſaid, ſhall forfe 

and pay the Sum of Ten Shillings: One Half to the Informer or Co 

plainant, who ſhall proſecute the ſame, and the other Half to the Treaſur 

of the Town where ſuch Ferry is kept. y 

| Which Offenders may be reſtrained till they pay ſaid Sum, and Coſts h, 

Ferry-men Proſecution : Which Proſecution and Conviction may be forthwith had, 
being proſe- in Caſes of Delinquency. | irs 

9 Provided nevertheleſs, That no Ferry-man ſhall be obliged to put 

from their reſpective Shores or Wharffs, and paſs the ſaid Ferries when 

Proviſo. manifeſtly appears to be Hazardous for them ſo to do, by Reaſon of all 

Storm, Tempeſt or Ice, | | | | 

That all the Owners of Ferries ſhall keep and maintain good Wharv: 

or Places of Landing, where they are wanted, upon Penalty of forfeit" 

Owners of ſuch Sum as the County Court of that County in which ſuch Wharf ſh? 


king. , be wanted, upon Complaint to them made, ſhall determine to be ſuffici 
Sou * | 10 
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o make, or repair ſuch Wharf, or convenient Landing: Which Forfei- 
ure ſhall be for that Uſe; and be by Order of ſuch Court laid out therefor 
accordingly. | 
T bes The Perſon, or Perſons that are, or from Time to Time ſhall be Boats to be 
mployed for keeping the Ferry between Neu- Landon and. Gratpn, called kept both 
ew-Londan Ferry, ſhall conſtantly. maintain a, Buat,, os Boats, in good: ag 
Repair, funniſhed, as aforeſaid, ſuitahle for ſaid Ferry, on each Side the yu © © 
Vater. 


And for preventing of Danger in, and for regulating the paſſing of common: 


Ferries, 


It is further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Ferry-man ſhall Boats to be 
arry any Paſſenger over the Water in any Boat that is not ſufficient, ac- ſufficient. 
ording to this Act, upon Penalty of forfeiting ſuck, Boat, or the Value *<- 
hereof : One Moiety to the State Freaſury z and the other Moiety to the 
nformer. 

And every Ferry-man that ſhall not provide ſufficient Oars, and other 

eeſſary Implements; and elſo ſuch Man, or Men, as the Condition of 
he Paſſage ſhall require, qualified according to this Act, as before ex- 
preſſed, tor the ſafe and ſpeedy. Paſlage of Travellers, ſhall for every De- 
ault therein, incur ſuch Penalty as the County Court for that County 
herein ſuch Ferry is, (upon Complaint to them made) ſhall, ſre cauſe to 


e upon him. | 
tvs) The Penalty for one Default ſhall not exceed the Sum of Three Proviſd. 
Pounds . 4 


That no Perſon ſhall preſs, or enter into any Ferry - boat, or other Ferry- 65. penalty 
zeffel, contrary to the Will of the Ferry-man, or the major Part of the for prefing 
Walſeogers firſt entered, upon Pain of forfeiting the Sum of Six Shillings bost wichout 

or every ſuch Attempt. | conſent, &c. 
And that every Ferry-man that ſhall permit, or allow any Perſon to en- 
er into his Boat, or other Ferry-veſſel, againſt the Will of any Aſſiſtant, ne wa 
uſtice of the Peace, or Repreſentative of the General Aſſembly; or any 42 
f the Elders of the Churches; or the major Part of the Paſſengers before ting, &c. 
hipped, or entered into ſaid Boat, or Veſſel, ſhall forfeit tor every Perſon 
d admitted, or received againſt their Will fo declared, the Sum of en 
billings. 4 417 
— 90 Ferry-man ſhall have Power to keep, or put out of his Boat 
very Perſon that ſhall preſs, enter into, or ſtay in his Ferry-boat contrary 
o his Order. | | N | 
Thar all Perſons ſhall be received into ſuch Ferry-boats according to Order of re. 
heir coming firſt, or laſt, to ſuch Ferry; only all public Officers, and ſuch ceiving paſ- 
go upon public and urgent Occaflons; as Poſts, Phyſicians, Surgeons (epgers- 
nd Midwives ſhall be tranſported firſt, or with the firſt. 
And that all the Fires of all the Ferries in this State ſhall be ſtated only 
the General Aſſembly : And the Fare being publiſhed according to Law, ,, "No 
all be the only Fate that any Ferry-man ſhall take for carrying over ftated, Kc. 
alſengers, Horſes or other Creatures. And every Ferry-man that ſhall 
emand and take more than the Fare ſo ſtated, ſhall forfeit the Sum of 
wenty Shillings : One Moiety to the Treaſurer of the State, and the other Penalty. 
loiety to be divided between the Informer, and the Perſon injured. In 
be Trial whereof no Appeal ſhall'be allowed. 


And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Fares of the 
feral Ferries in this State ſhall be as follows, Via. 


1 New- London 
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And the Fare for every two-wheel Carriage, with one Man and Draft-horſ 
ſhall be double; and for every four-wheel Carriage, one Man and Draft - horſe 
treble the Fare for a Man, Horſe and Load, as ſtated above; mn for every addit 
enal Perſon, dr Horſe ar other Beaſt, and ſame as. n above. - 


* bs 
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New-London Faty, Iix-Pence Two; pence Four- pence Six-pence ]3- Trae 
Hurlbut's Ferry, {Three-pence 3 farthings id. farthing |Three-pence|1-farthing 
—— rj |; farebings” id. fartbing |Three-peace i- Kü 
Ditto at Shetucket, Two- pence I farthings id, farthing Three - pence 1-farthing | 
Niantick _— One- penny one half penyſz- farthings One penny |1-farthing 
Say-Brook do. from Ig; | 
iſt OZ. to 1ſt April — — r N * One penn 
Fi as 4 pril to Gx. pence ſrwo- pence Four · pence [Six-pence [3-farthing 
Brockway's Ditto, Two- pence [3-farthings 1d. farthing Three-pence i- farthing 
Warner's Ditto, Three penee One- penny id. half pen+] Iwo-pence half. pen | 
Chapman's Ditto, Two- pence [3-farthings id. farthing Three-pence| 1-farthing 
Eaſt H. ddam Ditto, | Cwo-pence |3-farthings id. farthing z [Three-pence 1 -farthing 
Middletown Ditto, Three- pence |3- forthings 11d. farthing |Three-pence 1-farthing 
Rocky-Hill Ditto, wo- pence |3-farthings id. farthing | Three- -pence | t-farthing 
Glaſtenbury Ditto, |Two-pence [3-farthings |1d. farthing Three-pence|t- farthing 
Keney's Ditto, - [29, farthing 4 -farthings id. farthing | Three- pence i- farthing 
Hartford Ditto, id. half pen; one half pen) One- penny ad. farthing |1-farthing 
\ over ge = — Two - pence J- farthings id. farthing Three. pence i-farthing 
Rivolet, _ ar farthingjhalf farthing One- farting]; -farthings halt. fart 
9 II Two-pence [3-farthings id. farthing [Three-pence i-farthing 
--Suffield Ditto, Two-pence j3-farthings id. farthing [Three-pence |1-farthing 
W = wp q Two-pence [3-farthings 1d. farthing [Three-pence|:-farthing 
Ditto, Lower do. 3 . ; 
2 1it Oo. to ö Eight pence Three · pence Six · pence W pr: One- pen 
Aſt. April, | F 
From iſt April to Ile: 4 BAY | - 
iſt Ofober, Six-pence |T wo-pence Four-pence Six-peace |3-farthiny 
Stratford Ditto, Four-pence Two- pence |T hree-pence Six-pence One-peny 
Derby Ditto. Jad. half peny[3-farthings Id. farthing |Three-pence|- farthing 
nn . mY Two-pence [3-farthings id. farthing Three- pence |1-farthing 
-* Knowles's, | T hree-pence 3 farthings id. farthing Three - pence |1-farthingſ} 
Ne ; _ A T'wo-pence 3-farthings id. farthing Three pence r-farthing | 
ts + , 0 One- penny [one half peny ene Ose- penny [1-farthing 
. De/borough's at the) | | 1 Io 
._ Narrows ane 2d. half peny|One-penny id. half peny[39. half peny|half- peny 
Sagaluct-River, | | | 
Packers at Miſtict, [Fwo-pence *3-farthings id. farthing [Two-pence [1-farthingſW 


Wy? 


A4. CT AND LAWS. 


77 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Ferry-men, Ferry-men 

or Tenders of the Ferries at New-London, Say-Brook, New-Haven Lower- . End good 

Ferry, Hartford, Stratford, and all other ferries in this State, where two yon pe sf 

Boats are by Act of the General &ſſembly required to be kept, ſhall care- both boats to 

fully and diligently attend to the Conveniency of Paſſengers: And to that be one fide at 

End they ſhall not ſuffer both the Boats to lie at the ſame Time on one Side dhe ſame 

of the Ferry; but as ſoon as one Boat has croſſed ſuch Ferry, the other 1 9 80 

Boat ſhall immediately put off and go to the other Side, whether there be 

any Paſſengers ready to go over or not, unleſs the other Boat ſhall imme- 

"5 ll Giately return. And when any Paſſengers are waiting on either Side of | 

ag the Ferry after the Boat on that Side is put off, the other Ferry-man ſhall Fare to be- 

ny WM immediately put off with his Boat, to carry over the Paſſengers. And the long to the 
Fare for carrying over any Paſſengers ſhall belong to the Ferry-man in boat chat 

ng WM whoſe Boat they paſs, unleſs the Owners of the Boats agree otherwiſe. And CER” 

if any ſuch Ferry- man or Ferry-men, ſhall negle& to conform to the true 

Intent and Meaning of this Act, he or they, for every ſuch Offence or Ne- Penalty. 

glect, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of Twenty Shillings, to be recovered in 

the ſame Way, and to the ſame Uſe as the other Penalties in this Act. 

That no Sloop or other Veſſel, ſhall paſs through the Rope-Ferry in 


Fidelity, Fines. 


—_— 


— 


55. ew-London, either up or down the River, from fix o Clock in the After- Reſtrictions 
N ö noon to ſix o' Clock in the Morning, between the firſt of Ofober and the on veſſels paſ- 
hn firſt of March; nor from nine o'Clock in the Evening until five o'Clock. in po. 5165 


the Morning, between the firſt of March and the frſt of OFober (in any 
Year), without giving Notice to the Ferry-man one Hour at leaſt, before 
ſuch Veſſel ſhall attempt to paſs through ſaid Ferry. And every Maſter 
or Commander of any Veſſel, who ſhall be guilty of a Breach of this Act. 
ſhall for every ſuch Offence, pay a Fine of Forty Shillings ; one Half to 
the Owner of ſaid Ferry, and the other Half co the Treaſury of the Town 
of New-London. OT | | =, | „ 


ferry. 


thing 
thing 


thing "INI 7 
n Act for enjoining an Oath of F idelity to this State. 

en E E it enated by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Gas: 

D aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Members of the 2 2 

acneral Aſſembly, and all Officers, Civil and Military, and Freemen of 5 Fg N 

his State, ſhall take the Oath of Fidelity to this State preſcribed by Law, 


- And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon ſhall 


rthing 
-pen) 


rthing 
Not taking 


rthinoExecute any Office, Civil or Military, nor vote in any Town, Society, or nh 

cher public Meeting appointed by Law, nor plead in any Court (except in diſqualifica- 
thing his own Caſe) nor any Male Perſon act as Executor or Adminiſtrator, or. tion, &. 
\rthino Guardian to any Minor, until he ſhall have taken the Oath aforeſaid. 


And it ſhall be the Duty of the Authority adminiſtering ſaid Oath, to Certificate 


arthing dive a Certificate thereof, if requeſted. to be given. 


8 a * — — 
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f pen Han Act concerning the Payment and Diſpoſion of 


Archi Fines, Fees, and Penalties. 
t- horſe HDE it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in Genera! 4 
t- horſe Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That every Perſon that Fines, &c. 


ball at any Time be fined for the Breach of any penal Law, or for other to be paid 
uſt Cauſe, ſhall forthwith pay the Fine or Penalty impoſed upon him, or down, &c. 
oe in good and ſufficient Security ſpeedily to do the fame ; or ſhall be | 
mpriſoned, or bound out, and kept in Service or Labour till it be paid, 


7 additl 
Au 
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Warrants 10 And the Warrants or Diſtreffes for levying of all Fines and Penalties, 
iſſue in one ſhall be ſent out within one Year after the Conviction of the Delinquent. 
* That all Fees paid for Trial of any Matter or Cauſe in the General 
Fees, Fines, Court, and in the Superior Court, (the Secretary's and Clerk's Fees ex- 
&c.in the cepted) and all Fines, Forfeitures, and Penalties impoſed on any Perſon or 
8 Perſons by either of the ſaid Courts, for any Matter of Delinquency, ſhall 
* 1 = A to the State Treafury, for the defray ing the public Charges 
t ate. 
In the county „ And all Fees paid for the Trial of any Matter or Cauſe in the reſpective 
court, to the County Courts in this State, (the Clerk's Fees excepted) and all Forfei- 
county trea - tures, Fines, and Penalties impoſed on any Perſon or Perſons for any Mat- 
fury, ter of Delinquency by any of the ſaid County Courts, ſhall be, and belong 
to the Treaſuries of the ſaid ſeveral County Courts, to defray the Charges 
of the County Courts, and other County Charge, | 
8 And all ſuch Fines, Forfeitures, and Penalties as ſhalt by the Judgment 
Bene hs of any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, be impoſed on any Perſon or Per- 
to the town Tons for any Matter of Delinquency, ſhall be and belong to the Treaſury 
treaſury, of the Town where ſuch Judgment is grven. 
| | Always provided, That where any ſuch Fines, Forfeitures, or Penaltie 
9 _ are or ſhall be otherwife ordered by any expreſs Law of the State, they ſhall 
ordered, 7 be diſpoſed of according to the Order of fuch Law; any Thing before in 
TM this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. | 


—— — — —__— 
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An Act for encouraging and regulating Fiſheries. 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
| | aſſembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That all Veſſels owned in 
Veſſels and th's State, and employed in either the Whale or Cod Fiſheries, for the Term 
men employ- of four Months in a Year, ſhall be exempted from being ſet in the public 
* muy Liſt, and freed from Taxes in each Year wherein they ſhall be {o employed 
empt from in either of ſaid Fiſheries : And all Inhabitants of this State, who ſhall be 
taxes, c. employed four Months in a Year, on Board any Veſſels in ſaid Fiſheries, 

and owned in this State, ſhall be exempted from having their Heads ſet ui 
the Liſt in each Year wherein they ſhall be fo employed in faid Buſineſs; 

and ſhall alſo be exempted from working at High-ways, during eact 
Year in which they ſhall be ſo employed, 


And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That any Town it 
| Towns en- this State ſhall have Authority, in Town Meeting, to make Rules and 
abled to re- Ordinances for regulating the Fiſheries of Clams and Oyſters, within thelf 
gulate clams reſpective Limits, or the Waters and Flats to them adjoining and belong Mi: 
and oyſters. ing, and for Freſervation of the ſame ; and to impoſe ſuch Penalties a 
| ſhall be thought proper by ſuch Towns, for the Breach of ſuch Rul 

and Ordinances. Provided, That no ſuch Penalty ſhall exceed the Sum d 

Five Pounds, lawful Money. 


And beit further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Wares, Heds 
: Fiſh-Garths or other Obſtructions or Incumbrances, ſhall be ſer, erect 
No 2 or made, on or a- croſs Quinabaug-River, Shetucket-River, Windſor-Ferty 
7 ed 4 River, Onſatannick-Raver, Selden's-Cove or the Eight-Mile-River in Dom 
e nor on or a- croſs any of the Sti eams that empty themſelves into any d 
the ſaid Rivers; or on or a- croſs Sumner's-Creck in Middleiozpn, to ti 
ſtopping or obſtructing the natural or uſual Courſe and Paſſage of F iſh i 
their Seaſons, in or up any of the ſaid Rivers, Streams, Coves or Creeks 
and whoever ſhall be guilty of making or erecting any ſuch Obſtructi 
in any of the Rivers, Streams, Creeks or. Coves aforeſaid, whereby q | 
natura 
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natural and uſual Paſſage of the Fiſh in the Spring, or proper Seaſons of 
the Year, is diſturbed or preyented ; on Conviction thereof before the 
County Court, ſhall pay a Fine of Ten Pounds, to any Perſon who ſhall 
ſue for, and proſecute the ſame to Effect; and the ſaid Court may order ſuch 
Obſtruction to be removed at the Coſt of the Perſon or Perſons who erected. 
the ſame. And the ſame ſhall be deemed a common Nuſance, and any 
Perſon may remove the ſame as ſuch. 

Provided, That no Perſon ſhall remove any Mill-Dam, until the ſame 1 
hath been adjudged to be a Nuſance, and ordered to be removed by the eee 
i. Superior or County Court. | 
it. That no Perſon ſhall keep up any Dam or Dams on Paucatuck-River, 
ng within this State, without leaving an open free Paſſage for the Fiſh through to 

each Dam, at leaſt fifteen Feet wide, from the Bottom, and keep the ſame goa * left 
open during the Months of March, April and May, in each Year : Nor in dams on 


ent MWſhall any Perſon in the aforeſaid Months, erect or keep up any Ware in Faucatuck- 
er. aid River, on Penalty of forfeiting Five Pounds, to any Perſon who ſhall er, &c. 
ary ue for and recover the ſame. 


And the Inhabitants of the Town of Stonington, are hereby authorized 
o chooſe three Freeholders at their annual Town-Meetings, who ſhall have Freehold 
Liberty to inſpect the Dams or Wares that are or ſhall be erected or made — 5 
a-croſs ſaid Paucatuck-River, and ſhall have Power to open ſaid Dams or inſpect, &c. 
ares fifteen Feet wide, during ſaid three Months, in each Year ; any 
hing before in this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
And whereas the continual Interruption of the Courſe and Paſſage of the Fiſh 
p the Rivers, by the daily drawing of Seins and other Fiſh-Craft, tends to pre- 
vent their ſncreaſe, and occaſions a great Miſpence of Time, and alſo prevents 


"our be People who live near the different Parts of ſuch Rivers from ſharing the 

-d in{Wenefits of the Fiſheries, ſo equally as they might otherwiſe do; —To the Inju 

Fern ihe Public. | 

uble Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon or Perſons 

loyed©Wrall draw any Sein or other Fiſh-Crafr, in any of the Rivers before men- No ſeins, &c. 
all beſſWioned in this Act, except between the ſetting of the Sun on Monday E- to be drawn, 


ericsWF<2ing, and the Sun's riſing on Saturday Morning, in each Week in the except, &c. 
iu Months of April, May and June, annually, on Penalty of forfeiting Ten 

Pounds for the Uſe of him who ſhall ſue for; and proſecute the ſame to 

ffect. 

That where any Perſon or Perſons have been at the Expence of clearing 

ny Fiſhing- Place or Places in Ouſatunnicł-River, between the Mouth Perſons 


wn ihereof and Leavenworth's-Ferry, and have conſtantly vſed the ſame for clearing fiſh- 
s andWſaking Fiſh in the Seaſons thereof; he or they ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the 3 
1 therſzull, free and peaceable Enjoyment thereof, ſo long as they continue con- bligedchere⸗ 
elong tantly to uſe the ſame, in the Seaſons, and for the Purpoſes aforefaid, and in, &c. 

ties 8MWot be liable to any Action for Damage, below high-water Mark. 

Rule That no Perſon ſhall uſe any Buſh-Sein in ſaid Ouſatunnick-River, or in 


Sum any way obſtruct, incumber, or impede the drawing of Seins or takin 

f Fiſh in any of the Fiſhing-Places cleared as aforeſaid, either by felling Not to ob- 

Trees, or ſinking Logs, or other Incumbrances therein, or in any other ſtruct, &e. 
anner whatſoever, on Penalty of Twenty Pounds for every ſuch Offence 

ne Half to the Perſon who ſhall ſue for, and proſecute the ſame to Effect, and 

Ferie other Half to the Treaſury of the County where the Conviction is had. 

n Ly" And whereas the obtrufting of the Paſſage of the Fiſh into Connecticut- 
any *Wuter, is a public Damage: en | 

to Wl Be it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon ſhall ſet or draw 


mo ' ny Sein for the Purpoſe of catching Fiſh, between the fifteenth Day of 
Ceexs: 


truct'd 
eby Liv 
atural 


Jed 


erecte 


| . Set times for 
arch, and the fifteenth Day of June, in any Year, South of an Eaſt and fihing, &c. 


eſt Line from Say-Brook Fort, ſo called, within one Mile and an Half 
alt and Weſt, on each Side of the Mouth of {aid River, except in the 


Coves 
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Except, &e. 


Perfons firſt 
making 
wares on flats 
not to be in- 
terrupted, &c. 


Selden's 
fiſhery 3 &c. 


Informing 
officers to 
Feſent, &c. 


On complaint 
made to an 
aſſiſtant, Ec. 
ef forceable 
entry, &e. 


go to the Place where the ſaid Force is; taking with him or them the 


Town, or County, (if need be) to aid and aſſiſt ſaid Authority: And al 


<omplaint 
being made 
to two juſti- 
Ces, KC. 


Courſe of the Fiſh, into or up Selder's-Creek in Z.yme, within forty Rods 


DDr — * — 


Coves called and known by the Name of Zynde's-Cove, and Grifwold's. 
Cove, and except the Proprietors of the Lands on each Side of ſaid River, 
known by the Name of Eaſtern-Point, and Lyxde's-Point, who ſhall have 
excluſive Right to draw or uſe two Seins, at Diſcretion, within the aforefaid 
Limits, in the Waters adjoining their own Lands, from Monday Morning 
at Sun- riſe until Sun-fet on Friday Evening, in each Week, and no more; 
and neither of ſaid Seins ſhall be of greater Length than Twenty-five Rods. 
And every Perſon that ſhall be convicted of any Breach of this Paragraph 
of this Act, ſhall pay a Fine of Ten Pounds; one Half to the Proſecutor, 
and the other Half to the Treaſury of the County; and ſhall alſo forfeit 
yo Sein, Ropes, and other Utenſils uſed for catching Fiſh contrary to this 

That whoever ſhall firſt make a Ware for catching Fiſt on any Flats, of iſ 
or witl. in any River, Cove, Creek or Harbour within this State, ſhall not be 
interrupted by any other's ſetting or making a Ware on the fame Flat; 
or in the Way or Courſe of the Fiſt: coming or paſſing to the faid Ware 
firſt built, nearer than three-quarters of a Mile, without Liberty from the 
County Court; and the Ware ſo ſet up contrary to this Act, ſhall be a 
common Nuſance, and any Perſon may remove the ſame as ſuch. | 
That no Perfon ſhall] ſet or draw any Sein, or otherwiſe obſtruct the 


Eaſtward of the Mouth of faid Creek, on the Great River, or within ſixty 
Rods within ſaid Creek, or at any Place below the Homock, on Penalty 
of forfeiting Ten Pounds to the Proſecutor. Provided yevertheleſs, That 
the Proprietors of the Homock may at all Seaſons fiſh at that Place; and 
the Proprietors of Land adjoining ſaid Creek below the Homock, not with- iſ 
in ſixty Rods of the Mouth of the Creek, may fiſh on their own Lands 
upon the Tide of Ebb only, after the eighteenth Day of May annually. WB 
And it ſhall be the Duty of the Informing Officers to enquire, and preſent 
to lawful Authority, all Breaches of this Act; and in that Caſe the Penalties 
ſhall belong to the Treaſury of the County where the Conviction is had. 


An Act directing Proceedings againſt forceable Entry 
| and Detainer. | 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That upon Complaint made 

to any one or more Affiſtants or Juſtices of the Peace, of any forceable 
Entry made into any Houſe, Lands, Tenements, or other Poſſeſſions lying 
within the County where ſuch Aſſiſtant or Aſſiſtants, Juſtice or Juſtices 
dwell or refide; or of any wrongful Detainer of any ſuch Houſe, Lands, 
Tenements, or other Poſſeſſions by Force and ſtrong Hand: That is to 
fay, by, or with ſuch violent Words or Actions as have a natural Tenden- 
cy to affright and terrify : Every ſuch Aſſiſtant or Aſſiſtants, Juſtice oi 
Juſtices within convenient Time, at the Coſt of the Party grieved, ſhall 


Sheriff of the County, or his Deputy, and other ſufficient Power of tht 


the People of the County, as well the Sheriff as others ſhall be attending 
to ſaid Aſſiſtant or Aſſiſtants, Juſtice or Juſtices to aſſiſt him or them to 
arreſt ſuch Offenders, when thereunto called, upon Pain of Impriſonment, 
and of paying a Fine of Twenty Shillings, to the Treaſury of the Count). 

And that two Aſſiſtants or two Juſtices, Quorum Unus ; or one Aſſiſtant 
and one Juſtice, ſhall have Authority to enquire, by the Oaths of the Peo- 
ple of the ſame County, as well of them that make ſuch forceable Ent!) 
into Houſes, Lands, Tenements or other Poſſeſſions; as of them wi? 
hold and detain the ſame by Force and ſtrong Hand, And 
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And if it be found on ſuch Enquiry, that a forceable Entry hath been 
made into Houſes, Lands, Tenements or other Poſſeſſions; or that the 
Game are held with Force, then ſuch Aſſiſtants or.Juſtices ſhall cauſe the 
ame Houſe, Lands, Tenements, er Poſſeſſions to be re-ſeized, and the 
Party to be again put into the Poſſeſſion thereof, who in ſuch Manner was 
put, or held out of the ſame. 

And in ſuch Caſes where the Nature of the Facts are cognizable before 


hoch Authority, the ſaid Authority ſhall alſo tax Bills of Coſt againſt ſuch 
- {WPcrſons as before them ſhall be eonvicted of forceable Entry or Detainer. 
G4 And in Caſe the Perſon complained of is found not guilty, ſhall tax Coſt 


zgainſt the Complainant, and grant Execution thereon accordingly. 


And to the End that Enquiry may be made as aforeſaid, 

Be it further enakted by the Authority aforeſaid, That ſuch Aſſiſtants or 
Juſtices ſhall make out their Warrants or Precepts directed to the Sheriff of 
he ſame County, or his Deputy, commanding him on Behalf of the State, 
o cauſe to come before them eighteen ſufficient and indifferent Perſons, 
dwelling near unto the Houſe, Lands, Tenements or other Poſſeſſions ſo 
ntered upon, or held as aforeſaid ; whereof fourteen (at leaſt) ſhall be 
mpannelled to enquire in that Behalf ; each of whom ſhall have a freehold 
ſtate rated in the common Liſt at Fifty Shillings at the leaſt, who ſhall be 
worn by ſuch Aſſiſtants or Juſtices, well and truly to enquire of ſuch 
orceable Entry, or forceable Detainer; and to return a true Verdict ac - 
ording to their Evidence, 

And if the Sheriff ſhall make Default in not duly executing ſuch War- 
ant or Precept to him directed, he ſhall be fined or amerced the Sum of 


re Five Pounds for eyery Default. 
an And every Juror legally ſummoned making his Default by Non-appear- 
"ce Noce, ſhall pay a Fine of Ten Shillings. 
en WM That when it ſhall ſo happen that the Sheriff is either a Party, or ſtands 
alcics Ia the Relation of Father or Son, by Nature or Marriage, or of a Brother 
d. n the like Kind; Uncle or Nephew ; Landlord or Tenant to either of 
be Parties; either of the Conſtables of the Town where the Facts are ſaid 

try be done, not being intereſted or related as aforeſaid, ſhall have in thoſe 
nity Laſes all the Powers and Authorities that the Sheriffs in this Act above are 

eſted with; and ſhall be under the ſame Regulations, and in Caſe of 
Default under the ſame Penalties. 

Cour: And that any Aſſiſtant or Aſſiſtants, Juſtice or Juſtices holding ſuch 
 rnadeFourt of Enquiry, may impoſe a Fine on every Offender committing ſuch 
ceable force, not exceeding the Sum of Twenty Shillings ; and bind him or them 
lying the goed Behaviour, and commit ſuch Offender or Offenders to Priſon 
uſtice Wl he or they pay ſuch Fine, and find Securities for his or their good Beha- 
Lands our till the next County Court in that County, and then to appear: And 
t is to the Offence be aggravated by any open or high-handed Breach of Peace 
enden-Wr otherwiſe, they may bind the Offenders over to appear at the next Coun- 
tice ogg Court in the ſame County, to anſwer for the ſame, who may increaſe the 
I, ſhallWine according to the Aggravation or Circumſtances of the Offence. 
em the All Fines ariſing by Virtue of this Act, to be to, and for the Ule of the 
of thegounty Treaſury. : | 
And ali And the Party grieved ſhall recover treble Damages, and Coſts of Suit, 
rendingy Action of Treſpaſs againſt the Defendant or Defendants, if it be found 
hem toy Verdict, or in any other Manner by due Form of Law, that he or they 
»nmenMitered into his Houſe, Lands, Tenements or other Poſſeſſions by Force, 
Count) after Entry held the ſame by Force. h 
\ (a Provided always, That this Act ſhall not extend to any Perſon or Per- 
he Pens who have had the Occupation, or have been in the quiet Poſſeſſion of 
e Entf Houſes, Lands, Tenements or other Poſſeſſions for the Space of three 
em Wi 8 Woes whole 


| And 


— 


Lands, &c. 
to be re · ſeĩ · 
ſed. 


Bills of coſt. 


Perſons not 
guilty. 


18 perſous 

to be ſum · 
moned to 
make enquiĩ · 
ry, &c. 


Sheriff to be 
fin'd cl. on 
his default. 


And jurors 
109. on 
theirs. 


Sheriff be- 
ing a party 
or a relative, 
a conſtable to 
have his PpoW - 
ET, 


Aſſiſtants or 

juſtices to im- 
poſe a fine of 
20s. bind ta 
good behavi- 
or, or impri- 
ſon offenders. 


All ſaid fines 
to the coun- 


ty treaſury. 
Party griev- 


ed to recover 
treble dama- 


ges. 


Pr oviſo. 
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Foreigners 
found ſtrag- 
ling about, 
and endea- 
vouring to 
corrupt, &c. 


or ſhips, &c. 


ſpying out our 
coaſis, &c. 


how to be 
proceeded 


againſt, 


he or they may be brought before any three Juſtices of that County, wh 
are hereby impowered and directed to examine him or them concerning th 


And if di- 
culties ariſe 
upon enquiry 
to be referred 
to the gover- 
nor, &c. 


Foreigners 
like 15 be. 
come char- 
* may 

e tranſport- 
ed, &c. when, 
&c. 


— — 


| mits) be, and they are hereby impowered ahd directed to proceed again 


whole Years together next before; and his, her or their Eſtate or Eſtate, 
therein is not ended or determined; any Thing to the contrary betote in 
this Act in any Wile notwithſtanding. 


— * * 
— mn... 


An Act to prevent Foreigners carrying on inſidiouſ 
Deſigns or Practices in this State. | 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in Genera 
Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Foreigner 

ſhall be found travelling or ſtragling about in this State, endeavouring wii 
corrupt the Indians or others, with falſe, dangerous and ſeditious PrinciM 
ples; or to ſearch or ſpy out the Country; or if they are ſuſpected to be 
carrying on any ſuch evil Deſigns. And if any foreign Ships or Veſſels ſhall 
come to ſpy out our Coaſts, or in ſome clandeſtine Manner to carry on illi 
cit Trade; or ſhall appear under ſuch Circumſtances as to be juſtly ſuſpet 
ed thereof; ſuch Foreigners carrying on, or ſufpe*ted to be carrying off 
any ſuch Practices; and the Captains, Maſters, Officers or Seamen belong 
ing to ſuch foreign Ship or Veſſel, may be apprehended by Order 
Warrant from any Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace; or if the Neceſſity d 
the Caſe require it, by any Sheriff or Conſtable without a Warrant, and 
brought before an Aſſiſtant and two Juſtices of the Peace, Quorum unn! 
and in Caſe no Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Quorum ſhall live within ten Mila 
of the Place where ſuch ſuſpected Perſon or Perſons ſhall be arreſted, the 


Matters aforeſaid ; and upon his or their appearing to be guilty of any d 
the Crimes aforeſaid, or juſtly ſuſpected to be a dangerous Perſon or Pe 
ſons, ſuch Authority are hereby authorized to take ſuch Methods, and giv 
ſuch Orders concerning ſuch Perſon or Perſons, as effectually to prevent 
the Dangers and Miſchiefs that might otherwiſe arite from ſuch Foreign 
ers and ſuſpected Perfons, and ſecure the Intereſt of this State. 
And if upon ſuch Enquiry, the ſaid Authority ſhall find the Matters . 
be attended with great Difficulties, and judge it neceſſary, they ſhall trail 
mit the Cafe with the Examination and Evidences relating thereto, to 
Governor or Commander in Chief, whoſe Orders and Directions there 
they ſhall obſerve for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, 
And any Foreigner reſiding in this State, who may be likely to becom 
chargeable to the State, or who is of an immoral and vicious Character, ma 
by Order of the County Court, or an Aſſiſtant and Juſtice of the Peace, d 
two Juſtices Quorum unus, be tranſported to the Place of his legal Setit 
ment, or to ſome Place within the Juriſdiction of the State or Nation! 
which he belongs, whenever ſuch Authority ſhall judge it expedient, a" 
that the Expence will not exceed the Advantages of ſuch Tranſportarioni 
which Expence ſhall be paid out of the State Treaſury, if the Perton to 
tranſported is unable to pay the ſame. | 


ow 


An Act for ſecuring to Foreigners in this State, thei 
Rights, according to the Laws of Nations, and 
prevent any Infractions of ſaid Laws. | 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Co 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Superior Cov" 
and the ſeveral County Courts in this State (within their reſpective L 


and | 


MCT ND >S5 MPT. 


ü * 


Foreigners, not to hold Land. 


* * * 
— 
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And puniſh all ſuch Perſons as ſhall be guilty of the Violation of any Safe- 
conduct or Paſſport granted under the Authority of the Congreſs of the 

nized States of America, or under the Authority of this State, to the Sub- 
eas of any foreign Power in Timecof War. 

And alſo againſt all ſuch Perſons as ſhall be guilty of the Commiſſion of 
oy Acts of Hoſtility againſt the Subjects of any Prince or Power in Ami- 
y, League, or Truce with the United States of America, or ſuch as are 

ithin this State under a general implied Safe-Condu&. 

And alſo againſt all ſuch as ſhall be guilty of any Violation or Infraction 
of the Immunities of Ambaſſadors, or other public Miniſters, authorized 
nd received as ſuch by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, or of an 
iolence offered to the Perſons of ſuch Ambaſiadors or Miniſters, their 


) be ouſes, Carriages or Property, under the Limitation allowed by the Laws 
belgnd Uſages of Nations, or that ſhall any Ways moleſt or diſturb them in 
- he free Exerciſe of their Religion, 
wy | | 


ei And be it further enacted by. the Authority aforeſaid, That no Writ or Pro- 
ongcſs ſhall at any Time iſſue, or be maintained againſt any ſuch Ambaſſador 
rohr public Miniſter, authorized and received as aforeſaid, or againſt his 


yo oods or Chattels, or againſt his domeſtic Servant, whereby his Perſon 
ay be arreſted, in any Civil Action, 


Mie And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Courts 

eſpectively be, and they are hereby authorized and impowered to hear, try 
whiſWnd determine, by a Jury or otherwiſe (according to Law) any of the Mat- 
gers aforeſaid, or any other Infractions or Violations of, or Offences againſt 
ay dhe known, received and eſtabliſhed Laws of civilized Nations, agreeable 
Pero the Laws of this State, or the Laws of Nations. | 


even And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Injury 
reien hall be offered and done by any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, to any fo- 
reign”: whats ; > Y 
eign Power, or to the Subjects thereof, either in their Perſons or Property, 
ers y Means whereof any Damage ſhall or may in any Wiſe ariſe, happen or 
trau ccrue, either to any ſuch foreign Power, to the ſaid United States, to 
o Mis State, or to any particular Perſon ; the Perſon or Perſons offering or 


hereiWoing any ſuch Injury, ſhall be liable to pay and anſwer all ſuch Damages 
$ ſhall be occaſioned thereby. 


ace, Mn Act to prevent Foreigners or Aliens purchaſing, 
or holding Lands in this State. 


it, WIE DE it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 

ation aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Perſon who is not 

n to Citizen-or Inhabitant of this State, or one of the United States of Ame- 
ca, ſhall be capable of purchaſing or holding any Lands within this State, 
ithout ſpecial Licence from the General Aſſembly. 


theiſ Provided, That nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued to work a Fortei- 

1d t re of any Lands belonging to any Subject of the King of Great- Britain 

fore the late War, or to prevent the Proprietor of ſuch Lands from ſel- 

2g and diſpoſing of the ſame to any Inhabitant of any of the United 

al Cor, 2<s : Nor to hinder the Subjects of the King of France from enjoying the 

- Cour 'vileges and Benefits to which they are entitled by Virtue of the Treaty 

ive L f Amity, made and ratified by and between His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
" again! ad the United States of America. 


and. — — 


— 
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Violaters of 
ſafe-guard, 
&c. to be 
puniſhed. 


Acts of hoſ- 
tility, &c. 


Ambaſſa- 
dors, &. 


No writ, &c. 
maintainable 
againſt Am- 
baſſadors, 
&c. 


Courts im- 
powered to 


try, &c. 


Injuryagainſt 
foreign pow- 
ers, &c. to 


be redreſſed. 


No alien may 
purchaſe 
lands, &c. 
without ſpe- 
cial licence. 


Proviſo. 
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Forgery. Forms of Writs, &c. 


Forgery how 
puniſhed. 


Forms of 
writs eſta- 


bliſhed. 


Summons be- 
fore an aſſiſt- 
ant or juſtice, 


Attachment 
before an aſ- 
ſiſtant or juſ- 
face. 


wy 
Fecution 
granted by 
aſliſtant or 


jultice. 


An Act againſt Forgery. 


ing any falſe Deed, Conveyance, Will, Teſtament, Bond, Bill, Receipt, Re. 
leaſe, Acquittance, Letter of Attorney, or any other Writing to prevent 
Equity and Juſtice; ſuch Perſon or Perſons being thereof duly convicted, 


E it enaFted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cour: if 

aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Perſon ot 
Perſons ſhall willingly and falſely torge and make, or cauſe to be forged i 
or made, or ſhall aid, abet, help or aſſiſt in the falſely forging and mak. 


ſhall ſtand in the Pillory three ſeveral Lecture Days, or other Days of pub. 


lic Meeting ; and render and pay to the Party or Parties injured thereby, 
double Damages, to be recovered by Action founded on this Stature ; and 


ſhall alſo be rendered incapable, and be diſenabled to give any Evidence or 
Verdict in any Court, or before any Magiſtrate or Juſtice of the Peace. 


— 


—— 


An Act preſcribing Forms of Writs, Proceſſes, &c. 


E it enacted 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the ſeveral Forms & 
Writs, Proceſſes, &c. in Civil Cauſes, here under-written, be, and they are 
hereby eſtabliſhed to be the Forms to be uſed in this State, by the reſpeCtivs 
Officers therein, That is to ſay; | 
Summons for Appearance before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of Peace. 
To the Sheriff of the County of H, his Deputy, or either 0 
the Conſtables of the Town of G. within ſaid County, Greeting 
Authority of the State of Connecticut, you are hereby commanded t 
B ſummon A. B. of G. aforeſaid, to appear before me J. H. Eſq; Juſtic 
of the Peace for the County aforeſaid, at my Dwelling-Houſe in H. on the 
Day of at of the Clock in the noon ; then and there t 
anſwer to C. D. of W. in a Plea of 
which is to the Damage of the ſaid C. D. Shillings, 
and he therefore brings this Suit, And of this Writ, with your Doing 
therein, make true Return to me, at or before the ſaid Day of 
Dated at H. the Day of Annoque Domini, 
| J. H. 
Attachment before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of Peace. 
To the Sheriff, Sc. * : 
Authority of the State of Connecticut, you are hereby commanded 
attach the Goods or Eſtate of A. B. of F. aforeſaid, to the Value 0 
Pounds, and for Want thereof to attach the Body of the fait 
A. B. (if he may be found in your Precin&s) and him ſafely keep, fo that ik 
may be had before me J. H. Eſq; Juſtice of the Peace for the Count) 
aforeſaid, at my Dwelling-Houſe, &c. (ſufficient Bond for Profecutio 
being given). Hereof fail nor, and make due Return of this Writ, wit 
your Doings therein, &c. | 
The like for Summons and Attachments to the County Courts, Mala 
Mutandis. 


An Execution granted by an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of Peace. 
To the Sheriff of the County of H. Se. | Greeting. 
JJ HEREASC. P. of M. on the Day of before me J. | 
| Eſq, Juſtice of the Peace for the County aforeſaid, recovered Judę mis 
againſt A. B. of H. fer the Sum of Shillings, Debt, ( Dameg! 
and for the Sum ef Shillings, Caſts of Suit, as appears of Recors: 


Whereof Execution remains to be done. | 
ESE are therefore by Authority of the State of Connecticut, to con 

& mand you, That of the Money of the ſaid A. B. or of his 2 0 
1 bs Chattels 


by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Couif 
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Forms of Writs, &c. 


— 


Chattels within your Precincts, you cauſe to be levied, and (the ſame being 


+ WJ aforeſaid Sums, being Pounds, Shillings, and Pence, in 
8 the Whole; and alſo that out of che ſaid Monies, Goods or Chattels you 
ea levy One Shilling more for this Writ, together with your own Fees. 

K. And for Want of ſuch Money, Goods or Chattels of the ſaid A. B. to be 


by him ſhewn unto you, or found within your Precincts, for ſatisfying the 
atoreſaid Sums you are hereby commanded to take the Body of the ſaid 
d. A. B. and him commit unto the Keeper of the Gaol in H. in the County 
Ib. eforeſaid, within the ſaid Priſon ; who is likewiſe hereby commanded to re- 
by ceive the ſaid A. B. and him ſafely keep, until he pay unto the ſaid C. D. 
che full Sums above-mentioned, and be by him releaſed, and allo ſatisfy 
- or your Fees. Hereof fail not, and make due Return of this Writ, with your 
Doings therein, unto me the ſaid J. H. Eſq; within ſixty Days next coming. 
Dated at H. this | Day of, Se. J. H. 


Execution out of the Superior Court and County Courts, reſpectively. 


To the Sheriff of the County of H. Ge. Greeting. 

JP HEREAS C. P. of W. recovered Judgment againſt A. B. of F. before the 
Court, bolden at H. within the County aforeſaid, on the Tueſday 

of þfor the Sum of Pounds, Debt, (Damage) and Pounds 
Shillings Pence Coſts of Suit, as appears of Record: Whereof Execution re- 
mains to be done. 

HESE are therefore, by Authority of the State of Connecticut, to com- 
at = mand you, That of the Goods, Chattels or Lands of the ſaid A. B. 
within your Precincts, you cauſe to be levied (and the ſame being diſpoſed 
of, or appraiſed as the Law directs) paid and ſatisfied unto the ſaid C. D. 
the aforeſaid Sums being Pounds Shillings and Pence in the 
Whole; with Shillings more for this Writ, and thereof alſo to 
ſatisfy yourſelf for your own Fees. And for Want of ſuch Goods, Chattels 
or Lands of the ſaid A. B. to be by him ſhewn unto you, or found within 
four Precincts, to the Acceptance of the ſaid C. D. for ſatisfying the afore- 
ſaid Sums, you are hereby commanded to take the Body of the ſaid A. B. 
and him commit unto the Keeper of the Gaol in H. in the County afore- 
ſaid, within the ſaid Priſon z who is likewiſe hereby commanded to receive 
the ſaid A. B. and him ſafely to keep until he pay unto the ſaid C. D. the 
full Sums above-mentioned, and be by him releaſed, and alſo ſatisfy your 
Fees. Hereof fail not, and make due Return of this Writ, with your Do- 
ings therein, unto the ſaid Court to be holden at upon the 
Tueſday of next. Dated at H. &c. | E. K. Clerk. 


Summons or Sub- pœna for Witneſſes. 
To A. B. and C. D. Se. 
Authority of the State of Connecticut, you are hereby commanded 


to appear before the Court to be holden at F. on the 
Tueſday of to teſtify what you Know in a certain Aion now depending 
in the ſaid Court, between E. F. of H. Plaintiff, and G. H. of M. De- 
fendant in an Action of Hereof fail not, under the Penalty of the 
Law in that Caſe provided. Dated at H. &c. | | 
ering; | D. E. Clerk. 
2 5 A Warrant of Replevin before the County Court. 
ama! To the Sheriff of F. &c. Greeting. 
Record Y Authority of the State of Connecticut, you are hereby commanded, 


juſtly, and without Delay, to cauſe to be replevied to T. C. ot S. his 

Braſts, viz. now deſtrained or impounded by S. H. of N. and 

by him juſtly detained, as it is ſaid and you are to ſummon the 
| 10 | ſaid 


diſpoſed of as the Law directs) paid and ſatisfied unto the fad C. D. the 


Execution 
from ſuperi- 
or or county 
court. 


Summons for 
witneſſes. 


Replevin. 


ACTS AND LAS. 


Forms of Writs, &c. 


8 a mt 


Bond for 


proſecution. . 


Warrant for 


collecting 
town rates. 


Proviſe. 


ſeſſed, and ſet in the ſaid Liſt, to diſtrain the Goods or Chartels of ſuch 


the Overplus (if any be) unto the Owner or Owners. And for Want of 


— — — — i — 


Said S. H. to appear before the next County Court to be holden at F. in 
and for the ſaid County, on the Tueſday of next; then and there to 
anſwer unto the ſaid T. C. in a Plea of Treſpaſs, wherein the ſaid T. C. 
complains, that the ſaid 8. H. the Day of, &c. at M. in a 
certain Place called &c. took the faid Beaſts, That is to ſay, 
and them unjuftly impounded and detained as aforeſaid, until this 
Time; which is to the Damage of the ſaid T. C. as he faith, the Sum of 
Pounds, and therefore he brings this Suit, &c. lte 
ſaid T. C. having given ſufficient Bond to proſecute this Action to Ef. 
fect, and ſatisfy ſuch Damages, Demands and Dues as the adverſe Party 
ſhall recover gainſt him.) Hereof fail not, and make true Return of this 
Writ, with your Doings therein, Se. Dated, Sc. 
IJ. H. Juſtice of Peace. 


The like for a Writ of Replevin before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice, Mutatis 
Mut andis. N 


| Bond for Proſecution, 
OU C. S. and E. C. of H. acknowledge yourſelves jointly and ſeverally 
bound to J. L. of in a Recognizance of Pounds, That 
T. R. of W. ſhall proſecute the Attachment or Replevin he hath now taken 
out againſt the faid J. L. at the next County Court to be holden at 
H. on the Tueſday of next, to full Effect; and anſwer all Coſt 
and Damages in Caſe he make not his Plea good. Taken and acknowled- 
ged in H. the Day of, &c. Before me, 
J. W. Juſtice of Peace. 


A Warrant for collecting Rates. | 
To A. B. Collector of the Town Rate of the Town of, Sc. Greeting, 
Y Authority of the State of Connecticut, you are hereby commanded 
forthwith to levy and colle of the Perſons named in the annexed Liſt, 
herewith committed to you, each one his ſeveral Proportion, as therein ſet 
down, of the Sum total of ſuch Liſt; being a Tax or Aſſeſſment granted 
and agreed upon by the Inhabitants of the ſaid Town of, Sc. regularly 
aſſembled on the Day of for defraying of the neceſſary Charges 
ariſing within the fame; and to deliver and pay the Sum and Sums which 
you ſhall ſo levy and collect, unto the Treaſurer of the ſaid Town, (or to 
C. D. being by ſaid Town appointed to receive the ſame) at or before the 
Day of And if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall neglect or refuſe to 
make Payment of the Sum or Sums whereat he or they are reſpectively af- 
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Perſon or Perſons, and the ſame diſpoſe of as the Law directs; returning 


Goods and Chattels, whereon to make Diſtreſs, you are to take the Bod) 
or Bodies of the Perſon or Perſons ſo refuſing, and him or them commit un- 
to the Keeper of the Gaol of the ſaid County, within the ſaid Priſon ; who 
is hereby commanded to reecive and ſafely keep him or them, until he or 
they pay and ſatisfy the ſaid Sum or Sums aſſeſſed upon him or them as afore- 
ſaid, together with your Fees ; unleſs the ſaid Aſſeſſment, or any Part there- 
of, upon Application made to the County Court, ſhall be abated. 
Dared at G. Cc. | 


Always provided, and it is further enafled, That it ſhall be lawful for any 
Perſon or Perſons within this State, as often as Occaſion ſhall require, to 
make Uſe of other and diverſe Forms than what are before in this Act pre- 
ſcribed, ſo that the Subſtance of the Matter or Action be well contained 
therein, according to Law. | 
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Fornication. Frauds & Perjuries. Fraudulent Con veyances. 87 
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An Act for the Puniſhment of Fornication. 


YE it enated by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 

aſſembled, and by the Authortty of the ſame, That if any Man ſhall 
commit Fornication with any ſingle Woman, upon due Conviction thereof, 
each of them ſhall pay a Fine of Thiriy-Three Shillings to the Treaſury of 


me County in which ſuch Conviction is; or be corporally puniſhed by 
e WE whipping, not exceeding Ten Stripes each ; at the Diſcretion of the County 
f. WE Court who ſhall have. Cognizance of ſaid Offence. 

y A 


An Act for Prevention of Frauds and Perjuries. 


E it enafled by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Suit in Law or 
Equity ſhall be brought or maintained upon any Contract or Agree- 
ment that ſhall be made after the firſt Day of December, One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Seventy-One, whereby to charge any Executor or Ad- 
miniſtrator, upon any ſpecial Promiſe, to anſwer Damages out of his own 
Eſtate ; or whereby to charge the Defendant upon any ſpecial Promiſe to 
anſwer for the Debt. Default, or Miſcarriages of another Perſon; or to 
charge any Perſon upon any Agreement made upon Conſideration of Mar- 
riage; or upon any Contract, or Sale of Lands, Tenements, or Heredita- 
ments, or any Intereſt in or concerning them; or upon any Agreement that 
is not to be performed within the Space of one Year from the making 
thereof; unleſs the Agreement upon which ſuch Action ſhall be brought, 
or ſome Memorandum or Note thereof ſhall be made in Writing, and ſign- 


ing. Ned by the Party to be charged therewith, or ſome other Perſon thereunto 
ded by him lawfully authorized. | | 

uſt, And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Suit in Law 
ſet Ner Equity ſhall be brought or maintained upon any Contract or Agreement 
nted I that ſhall hereafter be made, and not reduced to writing as aforelaid, but 
arly within three Years next after entering into, or making the ſame, or on any 
rges ¶ ſuch Contract or Agreement heretofore made, but within three Years next 
hich after a Right of Action thereon ſhall accrue; or if ſuch Right of Action 
Ir to hath already accrued, ſuch Suit ſhall not be brought, but within three 
> the FW Years next after the firſt Day of June, One Thouſand Seven Hundred 
ſe to and Seventy-One, | 

y al- Provided, That nothing in this Act contained ſhall extend to any Acti- 
ſuch Non of Book Debt. 

ning 


OT RT 


An Act againſt Fraudulent Conveyances. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all fraudulent and 
deceittul Conveyances of Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, Goods or 
Chattels; and all ſuch Bonds, Suits, Judgments, Executions or Contracts, 
made to void any Debt or Duty of others, ſhall (as againſt the Party or 
Parties only, whoſe Debt or Duty is ſo endeavoured to be avoided, their 
Heirs, Executors or Aſſigns) be utterly void; any Pretence, or feigned 


r an ¶ Conſideration notwithſtanding. 

re, 088 And every of the Parties to ſuch a fraudulent Conveyance, Bond, Suit, 

t pte. ¶ Judgment, Execution or Contract, who being privy thereunto, that ſhall 

tained Wwittingly juſtify the ſame to be done, Bona Fide and upon good Conſidera- 
non: Or ſhall alien and aſſign any Lands, Leaſe, Goods or Chattels ſo to 
item conveyed, as aforeſaid, ſhall torfeis one Year's Value of the Lands, 


Leaſe, 


_— IC } 


Fine 338. 


No ſuit inlaw 
or equity to 
be brought 
upon any con- 
tract that ſhall 
be made after 
the firſt day 

of Dec. 1771, 
to charge any 
executor, &c. 
upon any ſpe- 
cial promiſe. 


No ſuit, &e,* 
to be brought 
upon any con- 
tract, unleſs 
within three 
years, &c. 


Proviſo. 


Fraudulent 
conveyances, 
void. 


Penalty. 
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Leaſe, Rents, Common, or other Profit out of the ſame; and the whole 
Value of the Goods and Chattels, and alſo ſo much Money as ſhall be con. 
tained in ſuch covenous Bond or Contracts; and being thereof convicted 
ſhall alſo ſuffer half a Year's Impriſonment without Bail: Which above 
Forfritures ſhall be equally divided between the Party grieved, and the 

County Treaſurer z except the Purehaſer make it appear by two ſufficient 
Witneſfes, that the Contract or Bargain was made bona Fide, and on good 
Conſideration, before any. Seiſure made by the Creditor or Officer of the 
Eſtate ſo conveyed ; and that it was without any Deſign of Fiaud to defeat 
the Creditor of his juſt Dues, 


1 — 
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An Act relating to Freemen. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the 8 of the ſame, That the Town Clerks in 
the ſeveral Towns in this State, ſhall enroll in their reſpective Offices, the 
Names of all ſuch Perſons in their reſpective Towns, as are or ſhall be ad- 
mitted Freemen ot this State: Which Enrolments ſhall be made by the 
Direction of the Authority and Select. men of the Town, in the open Free. 
men's Meeting, legally afſembled. 
That no Perſon hereafter be admitted, and made free of this State, but 
in the open Freemen's Meeting of the Town whereto he belongs, regularly 

aſſembled. | 

Thar all ſuch Inhabitants in this State, as have accompliſhed the Age 
of Twenty-one Years, and have the Poſſeſſion of Freehold Eſtate to the 
Value of Forty Shillings per Annum, or Forty, Pounds perſonal Eſtate in the 
general Lift of Eftates in that Year wherein they deſire to be admitted Free. 
men; or are poſſeſſed of Eſtates as aforeſaid, and by Law excuſed from 
putting it into the Liſt ; and alſo are Perſons of a quiet and peaceable Be- 
haviour, and civil Converſation, may, if they deſire it, on their procuring 
the Select- men of the Town wherein ſuch Perſons inhabit, or the major 
Part of them, to certify that the ſaid Perſons are qualified as aboveſaid, 
be admitted and made free of this State; in Caſe they take the Oath of 
Fidelity to the State, and the Oath provided by Law for Freemen ; which 
Oaths any one Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace is hereby impowered to 
adminiſter in faid Freemen's Meeting. | 

And all ſuch Perſons admitted and ſworn as aforeſaid, ſhall be Freemen 
of this State; and their Names ſhall be enrolled in the Roll of Freemen 
in the Town Clerk's Office of that Town wherein they are admitted, 4s 
aforeſaid, 

And that when any Select-man ſhall give Certificate concerning any 
Perſon or Perſons who are defirous to be made Freemen, and ſhall certify 
that they are of peaceable and civil Converſation, and qualified according, 
to this Act; it it ſhall after appear that ſuch Perſons are not qualified, 
as is certified by the Select- men, every Select- man that ſhall certify as afore- 
faid, ſhall pay a Fine of Three Pounds Six Sbillings, to the State Treaſuret, 

And that if any Freeman ot this State ſhall walk ſcandalouſly, or commi 
any ſcandalous Offence, it ſhall be in the Power of the Superior Court in 
this State, on Complaint thereof to them made, to disfranchize ſuch Free. 
man; who ſhall ſtand disfranchized, till by his good Behaviour :t.e aid 


4 —— 


dom again: Which the ſaid Court is impowered to do. 


An Act againſt Gaming. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Coun 
0 aſſemblea, and by the Autherity. of. tne fame; That if any mo of 
yy 8 5 : Perſons 


C48 4 'N DB 4L AMW $6 


Gaols and Gaolers. 


4 * 


89 


perſons in this State, of what Rank or Quality ſoever, ſhall play at Cards, 
Dice or Tables; every ſuch Perſon ſhall pay a Fine of Twenty Shillings, 
xx every ſuch Offence he or they ſhall be convicted of. | 
And the Head of every Family where any ſuch Game is uſed, with his 
or her Privity or Conſent, ſhall pay in like Manner the Sum of Ttuenty 
Fillings for each Time any ſuch Game is uſed in his or her Houſe. 

And whoſoever ſhall fell any Playing-Cards in this State, or have any 
or Sale in his Poſſeſſion, or offer to ſell any; every ſuch Perſon ſhall pay 
Fine of Forty Sbillings, for every Pack of Cards by him ſold, offered to 

dale, or found in his Poſſeſſion. : 

And no Taverner, Inn-keeper, Ale-houſe-keeper or Victualler, ſhall 
ave, or keep in or about their Houſes, of any of the Dependencies there- 
f, any Dice, Cards, Tables, Bowls, Shufle-board, Billiards, Coytes, Keils, 
oggets or any other Implement uſed in Gaming; nor ſhall ſuffer any Per- 
on or Perſons reſorting unto any of their Houſes, to uſe or exerciſe any of 
ke ſaid Games, or any ather unlawful Game within their ſaid Houſes, or 
ny of the Dependencies as aforefaid, or Places to them belonging, on Pain 
f forfeiting the Sum of Forty Shillings for every ſuch Offence, upon the 
onviction thereof, 

And every Perſon who ſhall be convicted of playing Cards, Dice or Ta- 
les in any ſuch Houſe, or the Dependencies thereef, ſhall incur the ſame 
Penalty as is before in this Act provided for playing at ſaid Games; and for 
laying at any of the other Games aforeſaid, in any ſuch Houſe or Depen- 
lencies, ſhall pay a Fine of Ten Sbillings; one half of the Fines that ſhall 
de recovered by Virtue of this Act, ſhall belong to any Perſon or Perſons 
rho ſhall diſcover and give Information of the Offence ; and the other half 
0 the Treaſury of the Town where the Offence is committed. And it ſhall 


reaches of this Act that ſhall come to their Knowledge. 


— 


— .— 


An Ad for regulating Gaols and Gaolers. 


YE it enadted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
Þ aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That there ſhall be kept and 
naintained, in good and ſufficient Condition and Repair, a common Gaol 
every County Town, in the ſeveral Counties in this State, | 

And in the County of New-London, two ſuch common Gaols, to wit, one 


emer the Town of New-London, and the other in the Town of Norwich. 
on The whole Charge of Building, (when there ſhall be Occaßon) and of 
7 


eeping ſuch Gaols in Repair, ſhall be defrayed by the County to which 
ie ſame belongs. | 


8 1 And that the Aſſiſtants and Juſtices of the Peace in the ſeveral Counties, 
ert dan have full Power; and they are hereby impowered, to tax the Inhabi- 
_ nts of their reſpective Counties, for building, repairing and furniſhing the 
3 d Gaols, as Need ſhall require, and from Time to Time to order, direct 


nd take Care of the Building, and keep in Repair the ſaid Gaols. 

And the County Courts 'ſhall appoint a Collector in each Town within 
heir reſpective Counties, to collect ſuch Taxes ; which Collectors ſhall have 
he ſame Powers and Fees as other Collectors of Taxes in this State have. 
nd in Caſe any Perſon ſo appointed a Collector, ſhall refuſe the ſame, ſuch 
ollector ſo refuſing, ſhall pay a Fine of Forty Sbillings, to the Treaſurer of 
ie County; unleſs excuſed by the County Court. And ſaid Court is 
ereby authorized to grant Execution to levy the ſame accordingly, and to 
ppoint another Collector, as often as there may be Occaſion. 

And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the reſpective 
ounty Treaſurers ſhall give out their Warrants to ſuch Collectors, to] 


. pay 


ad collect: uch Tax; and in Cale ſuch Collectors ſhall refuſe or negle& to 
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Eſtates, for ſatisfying ſuch Sum or Sums as ſhall remain unpaid of the Sun 


County to 
build, &c. a 
court-houſe, 
&c. | 


Priſoners to 
bear their 
own charge, 
&c. 


Priſoners 
permitted to 
uſe their on 
neceſſaries, 
Ec. 


Priſon-keep · 
ers not to in- 
jure their pri- 
ſoners, &c. 


When allow- 
ed to take the 
poor priſon- 
er's oath. 


Form of the 
oath. 


Proviſo., 


ſoner hath no Eſtate, and will, and do take before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice 


| ſhall not ſtand charged with ſuch Priſoner, unleſs the Creditor ſhall allo 
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pay the ſame into the County Treaſury according to the Direction in ſuch 
arrant, the County Treaſurer ſhall, by Warrant under his Hand direct. 
ed to ſome proper Officer, make Diſtreſs on ſuch Collectors Perſons ot 


or Sums that ſaid Collector was ordered, by Warrant to him directed, to 
levy and collect. TEST 
And whenever it ſhall be neceſſary to build a new Court-Houſe, or u 
repair any ſuch Houſe in any. County in this State, the Expence thereof 
ſhall be defrayed by the Inhabitants of ſuch County; and the Taxes thaf 
my be neceſſary for that Purpoſe, ſhall be laid and collected in Manne 
aforeſaid, . | ins 
And be it further enadted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all and every 
Perſon and Perſons whatſoever, that ſhall be committed to the common 
Gaol within any County in this State, by lawful Authority, for any Offene 
or Miſdemeanor, having Means and Ability thereto, ſhall bear their ow 
reaſonable Charge for conveying, or ſending them to the ſaid Gaol ; and ally 
the Charge of ſuch as ſhall be appointed to guard them thither ; and ali 
their Support while in Gaol, before they are diſcharged : And the Eſtate 
of ſuch Perſons ſhall be ſubjefted to the Payment of ſuch Charge : And 
for Want of Eſtate, they may be diſpoſed of in Service, to anſwer the ſame 
according to a Law, entitled, © An A concerning Delinguenis;“ unleſs the 
ſhall be treed from the Payment of ſaid Charge, agreeable to the DireQio 
of the Law aforeſaid. 
That all Priſoners ſhall be permitted to provide, and ſend for their ne 
ceſſary Food where they pleaſe ; and to uſe ſuch Bedding, Linen, and other 
Neceſſaries, as they think fit, without their being purloined, detained, of 
their paying for the ſame: Neither ſhall any Keeper of a common Gao, 
demand of them greater Fees for their Commitment, Diſcharge or Cham 
ber-Room than what is allowed by Law. | | 
And if any Keeper of a common Gaol ſhall do, or cauſe to be done to any 
Priſoner committed to his Cuſtody, any Wrong or Injury, contrary to tht 
true Intent of this Act, he ſhall pay treble Damages to the Party grieved; 
alſo ſuch Fine as the County Court of the County wherein the Offence 8 
committed, upon Informacion or Complaint to them made, ſhall (oa con 
ſidering all Circumſtances) think fit to im poſe upon him. v2 
That when any Perſon or Perſons are committed to Priſon, in any civil 
Matter or Action, the Keeper of the Priſon ſhall not ſtand charged with hi 
or their Supply of Victuals, and other Neceſſaries: And in Caſe the Pr: 


of the Peace, the following Oath, viz. | 


YOU A. B. ſolemnly ſtwear, that you have not any Eftate, real or perſonal il 
Poſſeſſion, Reverſion, or Remainder, of the Value of Five Pounds in the Whol: 
or ſufficient to pay the Debt or Damages for which you are impriſoned ;, and thi 
you have not diretily or indireftly ſold, or otherwiſe diſpoſed of all, or any Pat 
of your Eſtate, thereby to ſecure the ſame, to receive or expect any Profit or 4 
vantage thereof ; or to defraud or deceive any of your Creditors. | 

| So help you GOD. 

Provided always, That ſaid Oath ſhall not be adminiſtered to any ſuc 
Debtor, until the Creditor cr Creditors of ſuch . Priſoner, if Inhabitand 
within this State, otherwiſe the Attorney of ſuch Creditor or Creditors hai 
been duly notified, and a reaſonable Time to appear and ſhew Reaſon (1 
any be) why ſaid Oath ſhould not be adminiſtered : And if no ſufficien 
Reaſon is ſhewn to the contrary, ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice ſhall adminite 
ſaid Oath to ſuch impriſoned Debtor ; after which the Keeper of the Gad 


{ 
( 
; 
| 


him a weekly Maintainance, ſuch as three Juſtices of the Peace, Qari 
unus, ſhall appoint, till the next County Court; which Couzc ſhall the 
determine how much the ſame ſhall be. And 


ACTS AND LAW 8. 
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ch And all ſuch Charges as the Creditor ſhall be at, he ſhall have Power to Power to 

a. Icvy with the Execution, befare the Priſoner be diſcharged from Priſon, lexy. 

or That no Perſon committed to Priſon for Non- payment of Fines, Taxes, 

vn WY or upon Attachment or Execution in Civil Cauſes, ſhall be permitted by p;;@ners not 

to the Keeper of the Priſon to go at Liberty without the Precincts ot the Pri- permitted to 

ſon, but by the Licence of the Court that committed him, or of the Credi- go at large. 

uff tor for whoſe Cauſe he is arreſted and impriſoned, upon Penalty of paying On — 

col the Fine or Tax upon him, or ſatisfying the Debt or Damage for which he 

hat is Derne do 1 o whom * fame a due. be lod | 1 and 

ner That Priſoners for Debt, and Felons ſhall not bel together in an ons 205 9 
common Gaol or Priſon in the ſame Room. _m 4 = OE 

err And if any Gaoler, or Keeper of a Priſon, ſhall offend herein, he ſhall : 

forfeit and pay to the Party grieved treble Damages; to be recovered by Penalty. 

an Action, by Virtue of this Act. a, 7 | 


Be it further enakted by the Authority egen, That the reſpetive She- 
riffs of the ſeyeral Counties in this State, for 


the Time being, ſhall bare f . | 
the Charge and Cuſtody of the Gaols in their reſpective Counties; and they — 8 
are hereby conſtituted the Keepers of them, and ſhall and may put in, and * 
ſubſtitute under them, ſuch Keepers of the ſaid Gaols as they ſhall fee 
Cauſe ; and ſhall be reſponſible for all Damages that any Perſon ſhall ſuſ- 
tain by the Eſcape of any Priſoner out cf ſuch Gaol, through the Fault or 
Connivance of en Keepers, on any other Perſon whatſoever, having the 
Charge of ſaid Gaols under ſuch Sheriffs; as alſo for other Faults and 
Negligences of duch Under-keepers, by ſaid Sheriffs appointed, in any 
Matters reſpecting ſaid Truſt, | e 

That when any County is deſtitute of a Gaol, any Perſons in ſuch Coun- When coun- 
ty liable to be impriſoned, may by lawful Authority be ſent to the com- ties are deſti- 
mon Gaol of the next adjoining County; and the Keeper of ſuch Gaol **t*© of gaols, 
ſhall receive and keep ſuch Priſoners accordingly. " 


Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon or 
Perſons lawtully committed to any of the Gaols in this State, (either in 
any civil or criminal Caſe) ſhall break ſuch Gaol and make his or their _. 
Eſcape, through, or by Reaſon or Means of the, Defe&s or Inſufficiency Eſcape. 
of ſuch Gaol, the Coſt and Charges occaſioned, and expended thereby, 
and the Damages ſuſtained by the Perſon or Perſons by Reaſon of ſuch 
Eſcape or Eſcapes, ſhall be paid and anſwered out of the.County Treaſu- 
In, of that County wherein ſuch defeRive Gaol. is; and the County Court 
of that County, upon Application to them made, and Proof thereof, ſhall 
order Payment accordingly ; the ſaid Coſt and Damages being firſt juſtly 
by them aſcertained and allowed; and that in Cafe any Party or. Perſon 
ſhall be aggrieved by the Denial or Determination of ſuch County Court, 
he or they may appeal to the next Superior Court to be holden in that 
County; who are impowered to hear, adjuſt, and determine the ſame, and 
order Payment as aforeſaid, with ſuch Coſts ariſing on the Appeal, as they 
ſhall judge -reaſonable. f 3 ee 
Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if there ſhall not be 
a Sufficiency af Money at any Time in the County Treaſuries to anſwer ſuch 
Orders, the County Court of the County where Monies are wanting for County 
the Purpoſe aforeſaid, are hereby impowered and directed to tax and aſſeſs un © % 


aſon 0 the Inhabitants of ſuch County in ſuch | Sum or Sums 25 the Court {hall 28 
 AicienW%dge needful for the Purpoſe aforeſaid; and ro appoint and impower a 

ninitte Collector or Collectors, for collecting the ſame, and to grant Warrant or 

ne Ga Warrants accordingly ; which Collectors ſhall have the ſame Authority as 

11 allo} Aber Collectors in this State, by Law have. | | 

uur Provided nevertheleſs, That nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued to pre- poyiſe. 


all che hudice, or hinder any Party or enen Expence, Coſt 
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or Damage of the Perſon or Perſons, or out of the Eſtate of ſuch Perſon ot 
Perſons who ſhall break, or be aiding or aſſiſting in breaking the Gaol, 0 
who ſhall eſcape, or be aiding thereto, according to Law; and when ſuch 
Remedy for Satisfaction may be had, the County ſhall not be charged with, 
nor be ordered to pay the ſaid Expence, Coſt or Damage. 

1 Provided alſo, That nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued, or extended 
Proviſo., to ſave Harmleſs, or excuſe any Sheriff in any Eſcape, but what ſhall happen 
_ through the Defect or Inſufficiency of the Gaol as aforeſaid, and that with. 
N out his Default and Negligence; nor ſhall this Act hinder any Perſon from 
any Remedy he now hath, or hereafter by Law ſhall have, in all or any d 

the Matters atoreſaid. HET 


„ Matt. — 4 2 Y ll "nn 8 n 


An Act relating to Goats. 

E it enadted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cour 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Fees for impound: 

ing Goats ſhall be for each Goat Two-Pence. | 
And be it further enafted, That all Goats in any Town in this State be. 
ing found out of the Tncloſure of the Owner or Owners of ſuch Goats, my 
Goats im- be lawfully impounded ; and the Owner or Owners of ſuch Goats fo im 
poundable, unded, ſhall pay Poundage and Damages : And the Damages done by 
. uch Goats, whether within Incloſure or not, ſhalt be determined in the 
fame Manner as Damages done by other Creatures are, when impoundet 


from Incloſures lawfully fenced: Unleſs any Town ſhall agree and orde 
otherwiſe in their own Precincts. 9 . 


— — — 


An Act concerning Grand- jury Men. 
E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cow 
| aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That every Town in th 
Towns to State, on the Day of their annual Town-Meciing fo electing Town-Ofi 
chooſe grand- cers, ſhall ele& and chooſe two or more ſober diſcitet Perſons of their li 
jury-men an habitants, to ſerve as Grand. jurors for the enſuing Tear; who ſhall b. 
ea) ſworn by the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace. | 
But in Caſe any Perſon ſo elected ſhall refuſe to accept, and take ti 
| Oath for ſuch Officers provided, and ſerve as aforeſaid, (unleſs he render 
3 ſatisfying Reaſon to the Town - Meeting, or to the Authority before whot 
refalal, &c. . he ſhall be called to take the Oath, why he ought not to ferve as aforeſaid 
he for ſuch Refuſal ſhall incur the Penalty of T wenty-Six Sbillings, and an 
ther Perſon ſhall be choſen in his Room, who ſhall upon Acceptance, “ 
| ſworn as aforeſaid : And the Names of ſuch Grand-jurors ſhall by the Cler 
of the Town be returned unto the Clerk of the County Court within ti 
' fame County; and the Clerk of the County Court, ſhall by his Wi 
ſummons ſuch a Number of the ſaid Grand- jurors within the ſaid Coun! 
as ſhall be neceſſary to attend, and ſerve at the ſaid County Courts. 
And if any ſuch Grand-juror, ſo as aforeſaid required, and ſummon* 
Penalty. to ſerve on the Grand. jury, ſhall negle& or refuſe to appear, (unleſs 
| © ſhall give ſufficient Reaſon for his Refuſal) he ſhall forſeit the Sum“ 
Teen Shillings. 3 | „ F 
And all Grand. jvrors ſhall diligently enquire after, and make due Fi 
ſentment of all Miſdemeanours and Breaches of Law, whereof they hi 
Cognizance; whether the ſame were committed before ſaid Grand- qui 
Their duty... axe choſen- and-ſworn-to ſaid Office, or afterwards : Which Preſentme" 
they ſhall ſeaſonably make to the Court, or to ſome Aſſiſtant or Juſtice * 
 - - "the Peace; that Offenders may be dealt with according to Law. 
And if any. Grand-jury-man, after he is ſworn, ſhall * o 
ns MY | ſealona 
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ſeaſonable Preſentment of 


| any Breach of Law, whereof he hath Cogni- 

WH ance, he ſhall pay a Fine of Ten Shillings. 

d All which Penalties ſhall be and belong to the Town-Treaſury of the 

a Town where ſuch Grand-juror dwells, | * 
And all Grand-jury-men ſhall be allowed Four Shillings _ Day for 

per Mile Travel out, 


(i their Time of Attendance, and Four- Pence when 

"WM they ſhall be required to give their Attendance at the Superior or County 

„court: To be paid out of the State or County Treaſury, as the Law 

ny directs. | 

of And every Town in this State that ſhall neglect or refuſe to make Choice 
of Grand- jurors, as aforeſaid, ſhall for every ſuch Neglect or Refuſal, incur 

_ the Penalty of Five Pounds, to the Treaſury of the County wherein ſuch 
Town lieth : To be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Information. 

| And to enable Grand. jurors more Feclnally to detect Breaches of Law, 

i Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Grand- jurors in 
each reſpective Town in this State, ſhall once in three Months in each 

be Year, and oftner if Need ſo require, meet at ſuch Time and Place as they 

nar ſhall appoint, to adviſe concerning ſuch Breaches of Law as by their Office 

im. 


them at ſuch Meetings, any Perſon or Perſons as Witneſſes, in order to be 
examined touching ſuch ae rag y as they are enquiring after: And if 
any Perſon refuſe to appear before ſuch Grand- jurors at ſuch Meeting, be- 
ing ſummoned thereto by Warrant from an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, 
(who are hereby directed to grant ſuch Warrant, on the Requeſt of ſuch 
Grand- jurors) or ſhall refuſe to be examined upon Oath, if thereto required, 
ſuch Witneſſes may by ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice, on Conviction of ſuch Re- 
fuſal, be committed to the common Gaol ; there to remain at his own Coſt, 
until he will give Evidence, as aforeſaid. 

Provided, That ſuch Evidence ſhall at no Time be conſtrued to the Pre- 
judice of ſuch Witneſs. 

And be it further enafled by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Superior 
Court and County Courts in this State, ſhall have Power to order a Grand- 
jury of Eighteen of thoſe choſen by the reſpective Towns in the County, or 
other ſufficicat Freeholders of the County where ſuch Court is ſitting, to 


they are to enquire after and Fon : And ſhall have Power to call before 


Cour 

ot 
Off 
ir Ii 


II de 


e Wl be ſummoned, impannelled and ſworn to enquire after and preſent ſuch 
det i criminal Offences as ſhall be cognizable by ſaid Courts reſpectively, where 
bod there ſhall be Occaſion, | . | 
ela} And no Perſon ſhall be held to Trial, or put to plead to any Complaint, 
d aug Iadictment or Accuſation for a Capitæl Offence. puniſhable with Death, 
85 unleſs a Bill of Indictment be found againſt ſuch Perſon for ſuch Crime, 


in ui dictment ſhall be preſented by any Grand- jury ſo impannelled, unleſs 
Wil twelve at leaſt ot the Jurors agree to it. g's 


by a Grand- jury legally impannelled and ſworn ; and that no Bill of In- 


Penalties te 
the town 


treaſurer. 


Allowance. 


Penalty on 
towns neg- 
lecting to 
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«1 An Act relating to Guardians of Minors. 
zum E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
3 aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when and ſo often as 
ne Pi there (hall be Occaſion, the Courts of Probate in the ſeveral Diſtricts in 
y ba this State, ſhall be, and they are hereby impowered to allow of Guardians, 
2 who ſhall be choſen by Minors of Age by Law for the chuſing of Guar- 
UI dians; and to appoint Guardiags for ſuch as ſhall be within that Age. | 
ſtice And that when it ſhall ſo happen that there ſhall be any Minor, of Age 
bor the chuſing a Guardian, who hath neither Father, Guardian, nor Maſ- 
” Bl ter; then each and every ef the Judges of the ſaid Courts of Probates 


within 
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within whoſe Diſtrict ſuch Minor lives or reſides, ſhall notify ſuch Minor 

to appear before him, and ele& ſome meet Perſon to be his or her Gardi- 
anz which bring done, the ſame may be allowed as aboveſaid. 

And upon Refuſal or Neglect to make ſuch Election, ſuch Judge ſhall 

appoint, and the reſpective Judges aforeſaid, are hereby impowered to ap. 

On, refulal, point a Guardian for ſuch Minor neglecting or refuſing as aforeſaid. And 

— 4 the Power and Authority of ſuch Guardian ſhall be as good and effectual to 

; all Intents and Purpoſes, as if firſt elected by ſuch Minor; and thereypon 
allowed as aforeſaid. 

10 And every Judge of Probate, on his allowing or appointing any Guardi. 
Judges to an as aforeſaid, ſhall take ſufficient Security of all ſuch Guardians, for the 
take bond. faithful Diſcharge of their Truſt, accocding to Law; and to oblige them 
to render their Account of their Guardian-ſhip to the Court, or Minor, 
when ſuch Minor ſhall arrive at full Age; or at ſuch other Time, as the 
ſaid Court of Probate, upon Complaint to them made ſhall fee Cauſe ti 
appoint, | 
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An Act for providing, altering, regulating and mend- 
ing High-ways. 


— i. —._ th. * 


DE it enatted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cour 
"aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That each Town in thi 
State ſhall, at cheir annual Meeting for electing Town Officers, yearl\j 
Surveyors to chooſe two or more of their Inhabitants to be Surveyors of High-ways ; w 
„A take Care ot, and over. lee the mending and repairing of all the High- way 
: within their Towns, reſpeRively : Which Surveyors ſhall be ſworn to 
faithful Diſcharge of their Office: Who are hereby impowered to calls 
the ſeveral Perſons in ſuch Towns, from ſixteen Years of Age, to ſixty Yea! 
of Age; as well Indian, Molatto and Negro-Scrvants or Slaves, as other 
(Magiſtrates, Juſtices of the Peace, Goſpel-Miniſters, Ruling-Elders, allow 
ed Phyſicians, School-Maſters, Conftant Herdſmen, Shepherds, one Mille 
to each Griſt-Mill,” and fuch other Perſons as are exempted by Law excep 
ed) two Days at leaſt in each Year, if there ſhall be need, and ſo many moi 
as in his or their Judgment ſhall be found neceffary for the attaining w 
afore- mentioned End; to be directed in their Work by the faid Surveyor 
And here they ſhall ſee meet to employ a Team, they may warn the Os 
ner thereof to bring forth the ſame for that Service: And the Owner of {uc 
Team ſhall be allowed fot his Team the Work of one Man. 

Thee days And all Perſons ſtrall have thr:e Days Warning, before the Day appoil 

Warningg- ed for ſuch Employment. | PEE 
e Ws And if any Perfon ſo warned, ſhall refuſe or neglect to attend and pe 
acglect. Form the ſaid Service in Manner aforefaid, he ſhall forfeit for every Da. 
: Neglect, viz. For a Perſon, the Sum of Two Sbillings and Three-Pence ; u 
for. a Man and Team, the Sum of Four Sbillings and Six-Pence. 
Which Forfeitures being made by Minors and Servants, or Slaves, i 
Parents to be paid by their Parents, Guardians or Maſters reſpectively: And 
pay when, & Pines fo forfeited, fhall be delivered to faid Surveyors, and by them be Mpei 
proved to hire others to work in faid Ways. . 
And every Surveyor ſhall, within four Days after the ſeveral Days 
pPeiointedl fer faid Work, deliver in to ſome Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Pes 
Surveyors to à true Preſentment of all ſuch Perſons as have been defective, with an! 
make pre- count af their ſeverol 'Defedts or Neglects: And if the Perſon defedi 
eatment. either in Whole or in Part of the Wolz, ſhall not within one Week aft 
ſlatisfy the Sutveyor, or give ſatisty ing Reaſons to the ſaid Afliſtant or 
tice, of lis not working, ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice ſhall grant a Diſt Dn 
directed to the Sheriff, his Deputy, or Conſtable, for the levying by Dit 
| : ; af 


— 
— 
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High-ways. 
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| and Sale of the Offender's Goods. The incurred Forfeitures to be deli- 
; yered to the ſaid Surveyors, for the Uſe aforeſaid. 


And if any Surveyor neglect the Truſt committed to him, either in not 


calling out the Inhabitants to Labeur, as aforeſaid, or in not returning the 


. WE Names of thoſe who ſhall be deficient, as aforeſaid, he ſhall incur the ſame 


d WY Pcnalty as thoſe he paſſed by are liable to, by Virtue of this Act; to be 
0 Wl recovered on Complaint and Conviction thereof by Diſtreſs, as aforeſaid, 


on And every ſuch Surveyor ſhall render an Account of the Improvement: 


of all ſuch Forfeitures as ſha]l be by him received, to the Aſſiſtant or Juſ- 
li. ¶ tice who granted out a Diſtreſs for the ſame, within twenty Days after receiv- 


ing ſuch Forfeitures: And if it appear to ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice, that 


— —— 


Surveyors ne- 
glecting their 
truſt, to for- 
feit, &c. 


To render an 
account, &c. 


any ſuch Surveyor hath neglected to improve ſuch Forfeitures according to 


or, the Direction of this Act, that then, in ſuch Caſe, ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice 
the {Wis hereby authorized and impowered to grant a Diſtreſs againſt the Goods 
to and Chattels of ſuck Surveyor, for collecting ſuch Sum or Sums as ſhall be 
found not to be improved as aforeſaid z and the ſame to be delivered to 
the Treaſurer of the Town where ſuch Diſtreſs is made. | | 


d- be i further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That whenever there may 
be Occaſion to clear any Water- Courſe, or Place or Places where Water may 
drain off from any Highway, to make the ſame dry and better to paſs in, the 
_ - Waid Surveyors of Highways, with the Perſons attending them, may, and 
.ou Whey are hereby impowered to clear ſuch Water-Courſes and Places where 
EW ater may drain off from Highways into or through any Perſon's Land or 
eall\WPoſſcflion ſo far as may be neceſſary ſufficiently to drain the Water off 
S 3 rom the Highways. | | | 
Wa And that the reſpective Towns in this State have Liberty, ſo often as they 
1  Wudoe neceſſary, at their annual Town Meetings, to vote and agree, that 
11 ove Select-men ſhall ſet out to each Surveyor of Highways, by ſuch Town 
Yea! hoſen, a certain Diſtrict within ſaid Town for mending Highways, and 
thenprder and direct who of the Inhabitants by Law obliged to work at High- 
allow ays, ſhall labour under each Surveyor; and to alter ſaid Diſtricts as they 
Milggmall find Occaſion. And the Select- men of every Town ſo agreeing, are 
cep ereby appointed and impowered to perform the Service aboveſaid. 

moj Provided, This Act ſhall not be conſtrued to the Prejudice of ſuch as 
Ng "Wave obtained Liberty, or ſhall obtain Liberty from the County Court to 


ey 00 et up Gates or Bars in Highways. 
ne Of 


of ſu Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That where a new High- 
ay or common Road from Town to Town or Place to Place ſhall be want- 
ppoiiiing, and where old Highways with more Conveniency may be turned or 
tered, any Perfon or Perſons may make Application to the County Court 

nd p4Fithin the ſame County for that Purpoſe ; which Perſons moving as afore- 
Dad, ſhall, at leaſt twelve Days before the ſitting of the Court to which he 
ct; Mr they ſhall make Application as aforeſaid, cauſe a Citation to be ſerved 


n one or more of the Select- men of that Town, within whoſe Bounds the 


es, ime is moved to be laid out or altered, to appear (if they fee Cauſe) at ſaid 
And Wﬀourt, and make their Objections (if any they have) againſt ſuch Highways 
n be eing laid out or altered; and thereupon, if no Objections are offered, or if 

he Gbjections are judged inſufficient, the Taid County Court may enquire, 
Days a diſintereſted Committee, or otherwiſe, into the Conveniency and Ne- 
he Peaſgeſſity thereof; and it the ſame is judged by ſaid Court to be of common 
h an Nonvenience or Neceſſity, ſuch Court is hereby impowered to appoint a Com- 
de fectiſhuttee of three diſintereſted Freeholders, to view and lay out, or alter ſuch 
eck 3W'ghway ; which Committee ſhall give ſeaſonable Notice to one or more of 


nt or Wc Sclect- men of the Town or Tovrns in which the ſame is to be laid out; 
4 Ind aifo fer up a Notification in Writing on the Sign-Poſt in ſuch Town or 
y Diſt | SN 3 N 


and 
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Power to turn 


water cour- 


ſes. 
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to di ſtricts, 
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Proviſo. 


New high- 
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fall award Execution againſt them for the Charges aforefaid, with additi- 


Aggrieved 
perſons how 
relieved, &c. 


Selet-men 
may lay out 
highways, 
Sc. 


Froviſo. 


Public Highway: And the Charges of laying out the fame, and the Da. 


done to ſuch Perſon by laying out the ſame, ſhall be paid by the Perſon 


Touvn Treaſurer for their Uſe, ready to be paid to them when they app 


in ſuch Town is fituated, for Relief; cauſing ſaid Select- men to be du 


Court juſt and reaſonable, either by continuing ſuch Highway or privi 


» 


Towns, at leaſt twenty Days before they enter on ſaid Service, thereby no. 
tify the Owners of the Lands, and others concerned, of the Time, Place, 
and Occaſion of their Meeting, and ſhall be under Oath to perform faid 
Service, according to their beſt Skill and Judgment with moſt Conveni- 
ence to the Public, and leaſt Damage to private Property; and ſhall aſcer. 
tain the Place and Courſe of ſuch Highway, and eftimate the Damages 
done to any particular Perſons by laying out the fame, and make Return 
thereof in Writing under their Hands to ſaid County Court; which being 
approved by the Court and recorded, ſaid Highway fhall be and remain a 


rages ſuſtained by any Perſons thereby, ſhall be paid by the Town in 
whoſe Bounds it ſhall be laid out: And upon their Neglect to make Pay. 
ment thereof to the Perſons to whom the ſaid Charge or any Part thereof 
ſhall be ſo ordered, the ſaid Court ſhall fend forth a Scire Facias againſt the 
Sele&t-men of ſaid Town, to ſhew Cauſe whereof Execution ſhall not be 
awarded againſt them; and upon their Neglect to ſhew ſufficient Cauſe, 


onal Coſt. h 

And in Cafe any Perfon is aggrieved by the Doings of ſaid Committee, ſ 
either in laying out tuch Highway or eſtimating the Damages, the Coun 
upon Application, before the Report of the Committee is accepted or any 
Determination made thereon, may enquire into the Matter complained of 
by a Jury, if the Party aggrieved deſire it, and grant ſuch Relief as the 
Caſe may require, But if it appear that there was no juſt Cauſe of Com. 
plaint, the Court may order that the Perſon applying ſhall pay the Coſt, 
ariſing thereby, otherwite it ſhall be paid by the Town; and ſuch Cou 
may give Judgment and grant Execution accordingly, 


And be it further enafled by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Select- mei 
of the reſpective Towns in this State, or the major Part of them, may ly 
out ſuch public Highways or private Ways as they ſhall judge needful, 
within their reſpective Towns, firſt giving reaſonable Notice to the Owner 
of the Lands through which the fame are to be laid out, or leave ſuch Noi 
tice in Writing at the Place of their Abode, if within this State, to be pre- 
ſent, if they fee Cauſe, at the laying ont of ſuch Ways: And the Damag 


applying for ſuch Ways, if the ſame be for their private Uſe only, but 
fuch Ways be for the common Uſe of the Inhabitants, it ſhall be paid by 
the Town: Anda Survey in Writing, under the Hands of the Select- men 
containing a particular Defcription of fuch Ways being made, accepted by 
the Town, and recorded in the Records of Lands in ſuch Town, and 84 
tisfaction made to the Perſons damnified, or the Money depoſited with thi 


for the fame, according to an Eſtimate that ſhall be made by three judici 
ous diſintereſted Freeholders, under Oath, appointed by a Juſtice of ti 
Peace for that Purpoſe, or as the Select- men and Parties intereſted mi 
agree; then ſuch Ways ſhall be and remain for the Uſe for which the 
were laid our. | 


Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Perſon ſhall be aggrieved by any A4 
of the Select- men, in laying out any public or private Way, or by ui 
Eſtimate of the Damages, ſuch aggrieved Perſon may, within eight Mont 
after the ſame is laid out, apply to the County Court in the County whe! 


cited to ſhew Reaſon, if any be, why ſuch Relief ſhould not be granted 
which Court may enquire of the ſame by a Jury, if the aggrieved Par 
deſire it, or by a Committee, and grant ſuch Relief as ſhall appear to (a 


Way, 


ACTS AN D IL AW SK 


——_— —— 
. — =P — _— » 


STONY: Horſeracing, 97 


* 
8 — * 2 


Way or altering the ſame, or increaſing the Dent And iß ir appear 
there was juſt Cauſe et complaint, the N g's aviſtag thereby, and the In- 
creuſe of if any be, ſhall be paid by the Town or Perſbns for 
whoſe Uſe ſuch Way is laid out; but it otherwiſe, the ſaid Court may or- 
der ſaid Coſt to bo paid: by the „ cer r = and 
grant Execution accordingly. 

And no Highway or private Wax, laid out by the Select - men by Vir- Highways 
tue of this Act through any Perſon's Incloſure, who ſhall declare himſelf ag- laid out by 
grieved by laying/our the fame, ſhall be laid open or occupied until the che 
Expiration of twelve Months after laying out fuch Way, that ſuch Per- be laid open 

ſons may have Opportunity to apply for Relief as aforclaid, and — Abe till after one 
7 4 90 75 ul. ſecure 4 Tha if dhe Seled 88 year. 

e th furt flier at if t men of any aun, upen : 
pplication, ſhall refuſe neglect to lay out ſuch private Ways as may — 
e neceſſary. for any Inhabitants of ſuch ks the County Court is hereby out private 
mpowered, upon Application, t ta cauſe ſugh Ways to be laid out as may ways, county 
apear neceſſary, in the ſame Manner as public Highways are by this Act pry ap 
reed to be laiq out, and order the Caſt of lay in 2755 * ſame, and Da- 
ages ſuſtained by a 17 Perſons thereby, to be paid by the Perſons apply- 
ig for ſuch Ways, if the ſame be tor their Ut. oply ; bur if for the com- 
jon Uſe.uf the Inhabitants, then ta be paid by the Town. 
And each Committee · man imployed in laying out High-ways, ſhall be 
lowed for Filet, Horle 100 Expences, Rigb Shjllings per Diem. Pau allowed 


5 to committee. 
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n AR tc to — the ſelling, or trapſparting raw or 
untanned Hides or Skins, out of this State, 


DE it enatied by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, i in General Court 

|) aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Perſon or Perſons + 4h 

all, directly or indire&ly, fell-or tranſport; or ſend away out of this Penalty for 
ate, any raw or untanned Hides or Skins of any Neat Cattle, upon Pain tranſporting 
forfeiting the Sum of Fwerey Shillings lawful Money, for every ſuch — Ln 
de or Skin ſo fold, tranſported or ſent away ; one Half thereof to the Mo OHA 
mplainer, who ſhall proſecute the ſame to Effect, and the yes TURE _ = OY 
2 of the Ant br the Des is commited. 


3 a for preventing « of E 
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ith d- E R EAS Horſe-Racing is a Nn Evil, produftive of Diſipation, 

y app 7alene/s 1 way ww” Fices ruinous to Tndividuais and 8 to Preamble. 
jo public Weal. Which to prevent: Ames, 
e of i 


ed mii E ii 3 the 3 Capnol, and Repreſentatives. in General Court 
aſſembled; and by the Autharity of the ſame, That the Owner or Owners 
very Horte or Horſe-Kind, that ſhall be uſed, employed, or improved 
wie-Racing in this State, by his or their Privity or Permiſſion, where - 
any Stakes are held, or any Bets or Wagers laid or dependant, either 
Ky or indirectly, ſhall forfeit every ſuch Horſe or Horſe-Kind employ- 
gorcſaid, or the Value thereof. And that every Perſon or Perſons Penalty for 
erned in laying any Bet or Bets or Wagers on ſuch Race or Races ſhall horſe racing, 
it the Sum of Forty Shillings lawful Money, in all Caſes where the Bet 2 
Pager laid ſhall be Forty Shilings or under; in all other Caſes the Value 8 

ie Bet or Wager laid as aforeſaid. 
ul which Furfcitures to be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or Information 
ot made, and Conviction had * any proper Qource to try the _ ; 
| the 


— 
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Penalties the one Half of ſaid a, Gn Caſe of a common Informer) to him or 
** recover- them who ſhall proſecute; the ſame to Effect, and the other Half to the 
public Treaſury; but in Caſe of Proſecution by an Informing Omer the 
Whole of ſaid Penalty to the public Treaſury. | 
Informing And all Informing Officers are hereby diredted to o ware doe ven 


— 1 of all Breaches of this Act. 
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An AQ for. relieving and ardeting of Idiots, impotent 
aiſtracted and idle Perſons. 2 


q GO yam 2 
E it enacted by the Governor, Countil, and gerne in General Chint 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That when: and fo often a 
it ſhall happen that any Perſon'or Perſons ſhall be naturally wanting. of 
Underſtanding, ſo as to be incapable” ro provide for themſelves; or by 
Proyiding the Providence of God ſhall fall into Diſtraction, and become Non Compn 
for idiots and Mentis, or ſhall by Age, Sickneſs, or otherwiſe become poor and 1 impotent 
diſtracted 
perſons and unable to uppen or provide for themſelves; and having no Eſtat 
where-withal they may be fupported und maintained. then they, and ever 
of them ſhall be provided for, taken Cate of, and ſ upported by ſuch of thei 
Relations as ſtand in the Line or Degree ot Father or Mother, Grand-fat 
or Grand-mother, Children or Grand-children, if they are of ſufficient Abi 
lity to do the ſame: Which ſufficient Relations ſhall provide fuch Suppot 
and Maintenance, in ſuch Manner and Proportion as the County Court i 
that County where ſuch Idiot, diſtracted, poor or impotent Perſon dwel 
ſhall judge juſt and reaſonable; whether ſuch ſufficient Relations dwell | 
the ſame, or in any, other; County. O12 10 in boning 
* And the ſaid Courts are hereby fully authorized and im powered, up 
oy made to Application to them made, either by the Select - men of. the Town, or at 
the C. court. one or more of ſuch Relations, to order the ſame accordingl. 
| And if any ſuch Relations who ſhall by ſuch Court be aſſeſſed; or order 
to pay and contribute any certain Sum.or Sums for the Purpoſe aforeſa 
| ſhall neglect to do the fame, or give ſufficient Security to abide by, and fil 
To award ex- the Judgment of the Court, the ſaid-Court may award; Execution quarid 
comm in againſt ſuch. Perſons reſpectively; for the levying of ſo much as they ace! 
cate, #6: ſpectively aſſeſſed : To be;delivered into the Hands of the Complainant 
| Complainants reſpectively, for the Purpoſe aforeſaid. 

But if ſuch Idiot, diſtracted or impotent Perſons have any Eſtate, | 
Idiots, air. County Court of that County where they, dwell, may order and dil 
© & im- thereof in ſuch Manner as they ſhall judge beſt for, and towards the Sup} 
tent per- of ſuch Perſons; as alſo the Perſons . themſelves, to any proper Work 
ons having Service he, ſhe or they may be capable to be employed in, at the Diſcre 
Ons of the Select- men; or may appoint and impower ſome meet Perſon a 
order, dec. ſervator to take Care of, and overſee ſuch Idiots, diſtracted and impd 

| Perſons and their Eſtates; tor their Support; who ſhall be accountab! 
aid Court for their Management on Br Truſt, when thereunty ord 
by ſaid Court. 

That! in future, whenever it ſhall appear to the refpadtien County Co 
upon the Liquidation and Adjuſtment of Accounts exhibited to them, pi 
| ant to the Proviſions of this Act, that the Debts ſo aſcertained, ſhall ex 

Power of the perſonal Eſtate of ſuch Idiot, diſtracted or i impotent Pe or Peil 
dourts of pro- it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Courts reſpectively, to order the Sale of ſo 
bate 75 * der of the real Eſtate of ſuch Perſon or Perſons: as ſhall be. ſufficient to pi 
He ens ſame, with incident Charges of Sale, in ſuch Manner as ſhall app 
them moſt for the Benefit of ſuch Eſtate; which Sales ſhall be good 
effectual in the Law to all Intents and Purpoſes xhatſorver; any 

in this Act o the contrary in any. Wiſe We e 
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But if ſuck Idiots, diſtracted, poor and impotent Perſons have not Eſtate 
(the Incomes whereof being improved or diſpoſed of as aforefaid) fufficient 
for their Support, and no Relatiorfs appear to provide for them, or that 
ſtand in ſo near a Degree that they may be compelled thereto; in every ſuch 
the Select- men or Overſeers of the Poor of the Town or Peculiar where 
ſuch Perſon was born, or is by Law an Inhabitant, be, and hereby are im- 
powered and required to take effeftual Care, and make nece Proviſion 
for the Relief, Support and Safety of ſuch Idiot, diſtracted, poor or impo- 
ent Perſon, at the Charge of the Town or Place whereto he or ſhe of Right 
belongs; or if they belong to no Town or Place in this State, then at the 
oft and Charge of the State. | 
That when it ſhall fo happen, that any Man ſhall die without Iſſue, 
jeaving a Widow and an Eſtate, real or perſonal, belonging to him, fuch 
Eftate is hereby made liable for the Support of the Widow of ſuch deceaſed 
usband, during her Widowhood, in Caſe ſhe become impotent, and no 
Perſon of Ability held in Law to ſupport her. And that all and every 
Perſon or Perſons, to whom fuch Eſtate, or any Part thereof, is given or de- 
cends reſpectively, ſhall, ſo far as the Eſtate ſo given or deſcended extends, 


2 


he Value of the Eſtate ſo given or deſcended to him or them, as aforeſaid, 
eſpectively: Such Maintenance and Support to be recovered of ſuch Heir 
or Legatee, their Heirs, c. in the ſame Way and Manner as may be ob- 
ained againſt Children for the Support of their Parents, according to che 
ws of this State in ſuch Caſe made and provided. 


And be it further enacted by the Autbority aforeſaid, That the Sele&-men 
or the Time being, in the ſeveral Towns in this State, ſhall from Time to 
up ime, diligently inſpect into the Affairs and Management of all Perſons in 
or 1Wheir Town, whether Houſnolders or others; and if they ſhall find any Per- 
a or Perſons that are reduced, or are likely to be reduced to Want by 
dleneſs, Miſmanagement, or bad Husbandry, that then ſuch Select-men 
ay appoint an Overſeer to adviſe, direct, and order ſuch Perſon in the 
anagement of his Buſineſs, for ſuch Time or Times as they ſball think 
uarcW@roper : A Certificate of which Appointment the Sele&-men ſhall forthwith 
ale et upon the Sign-Poſt, and lodge a Copy thereof in the Town-Clerk's Of- 
nan"ce of ſaid Town; and thereupon no ſuch Perſon, while under ſuch Ap- 
ointment, ſhall be able to make any Bargain or Contract, without the 
ate, Nonſent of ſuch Overſeer, that ſhall be binding, or valid in Law. 
And if ſuch Meaſures do not prove ſufficient to reform ſuch Perſon, then 
SupWhe Sele&-men (or without firſt appointing ſuch Overſeer; if they judge it 
eceſſary or more proper) may, and they are hereby directed to make A 
(cr Wlication to the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, and inform him there- 
nf: Which Aſſiſtant or Juſtice is hereby directed and impowered, at the 
1mpIF\equeſt of the Selet-men, to iflue forth his Warrant to the Sheriff, his 
ntab Deputy, or to either of the Conſtables of that Town, commanding them 
ora take the Body of ſuch Perſon, and bring him before the ſaid Authority, 
n order that ſuch Perſon may be examined concerning his Idleneſs, 
iſmanagement, and bad Husbandry, and to be dealt with according to 


m, ptbis AR, 

all e And in Caſe ſuch Perſon who ſhall be fo informed againſt, ſhall ab- 
r Feiggcond, fo that he cannot be taken bodily, then the Officer ſhall ſerve ſuch 
"arrant by leaving a true and atteſted Copy thereof at the uſual, or laſt 
to pF lace of his Abode; and thereupon, after the Proceedings above directed 
| ap". the Select- men, or the major Part of them, if no ſufficient Reaſon be 
fired to the contraty, ſhall, by and with the Advice of ſaid Aſſiſtant or 
uſtioe, and they having ſuch Advice, are hereby authorized, and fully im- 
'onered to take ſuch Perſon and 7 Family (if any he hath) into, 2 un- 
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ger their Care; and ſuch-Perſon and Family to aſſign, bind, and diſpoſe o 


Select men 
to take into 
2 hands 

the lands, &c. 


and Cuſtody, all the Lands, Goods, Chattels and Credits of any ſuch Per. 


Proviſo. 


Select · men to 
ſet up on the 
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ings in tak- 
ing the eſtate 
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Select men to 
demand and 
recover the 
eſtates of idle 
perſons, &c. 


Select- men to 
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void. 
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from Authority, and he have reaſonable Allowance therefor: Nor ſhall an 


in Service as they ſhall judge beſt. 5 

And when the Select-men ſhall have thus taken into their Care any ſuch 
Perſon, and diſpoſed of him as aforeſaid; or in Caſe of his abſconding a 
aforeſaid, if informed and proceeded againſt as aforeſaid ; the Sele&-men 
for the Time being are hereby authorized and fully impowered, by and 
with the Advice of the ſaid Aſſiſtant or Juſtice, to take into their Hand: 


ſon, and the ſame to diſpoſe of, improve and manage by themſelves, or any 
under them, for the beſt Good and Advantage of ſuch Perſun, or his Heirs, 

Always provided, That no Select-men ſhall have Liberty to ſell che Land 
oe any ſuch poor, or idle Perſon, without the Order of the General Aſſem. 

7. | | | I-08 Ee. 

And the Sele&-men ſhall make evident and certain their Doings with, 
and on ſuch Eſtate as they ſhall take as aforeſaid, by forthwith ſetting up: 
Certification thereof in Writing, under the Hands of the ſaid Authority 
and Select men, on the Sign-Poſt, or ſome other public Place in ſaid Town; 
and lodge a Copy thereof in the Town Clerk's Office of ſaid Town; and 
ſhall allo within Ten Days after the taking of ſuch Eſtate into their Hands 
make a true and perfect Inventory of all, and ſingular the Goods, Chat 
tels and Credits of ſuch Perſon, as ſhall come into their Hands, with a juſt 
Eſtimate of the true Value of every Article thereof, by the Appraiſement 
of two indifferent Freeholders under Oath, being thereunto appointed and 
ſworn by ſaid Authority: Which Inventory ſo taken, ſhall be lodged in the 
Town Clerk's Office of that Town. CT | 5 

And if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall detain or with-hold from ſuch Sclet: 
men any Eſtate, Lands, or Credits, belonging to ſuch idle and poor Perſon 
the ſaid Sele&-men are hereby impowered to demand and recover the ſam: 
by Action, or by other Means, from Time to Time: Which being recc 
vered and received by ſuch Select-men, ſhall, if perſonal Eſtate, be invent 
ried as aforeſaid ; and the Whole to be improved as aforeſaid. | 

And the ſaid Sele&-men ſhall take Care to pay our of ſuch Eſtate in the 
Hands, the juſt Debts due from ſuch Perſons. PLOT AAR. 

And if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall be aggrieved with the Doings of an 
Sele&-men in any ſuch Caſe, they may apply themſelves, and complain tt 
the next County Court in that County for Relief; who are hereby impo#s 
ered to afford ſuch Relief, on hearing the Caſe, as they ſhall think conve 
nient; and give Orders therefor, and put the ſame in Execution accorc 
ingly. | | 

a all ſuch Perſons who ſhall be taken, and whoſe Eſtate ſhall be take 
and diſpoſed of according to this Act, ſhall be diſabled to make any Cor 
tract, Act or Deed that ſhall be binding upon their Perſons or Eſtate, * 
Minors under Guardians by Law are; until ſuch Time as ſuch Perſons Þ 
their Induſtry, good Management and Application to Buſineſs ſhall obta 
under the Hands of ſuch Authority and Sele&-men that they are releaſed 
and their Eſtate put into their own Hands and Improvement again. 
And all Bargains, Sales and Contracts made, or pretended to be mad 
contrary to this Act, ſhall be, and they are hereby declared to be null a 
void, | | 
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An Act for the preventing of Wrong by Impreſſes 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cow 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Perſon ſhall be con 
pelled to do any Work or Service for the Public, unleſs it be by Warr? 


Man's 
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Man's Horſe, Cattle or Goods, of what Kind ſoever, be impreſſed or taken 
for any public Uſe or Service, unleſs. it be by Virtue of ſuch Warrant, nor Damage to 


+ W without ſuch reaſonable Satisfaction: And if ſuch Horſe, Cattle or Goods be paid. 

a WM periſh, or ſuffer Damage in ſuch Service, the Owner ſhall be duly recom- 

ell penced. | 197 | 
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An Act for well- ordering and governing the Indians in ö 
n this State; and ſecuring their Intereſt. 3 


E it enafied by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court Civil autho- 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That it ſhall be the Duty of rity, &c. to 
the Civil Authority and Sele&t-men of ſuch Towns wherein are any Tribe _ * the 

of Indians, to take Care that they be well acquainted with the Laws of the acquainted 

Pi State, made for puniſhing ſuch Immoralities as they may be guilty of; and with the laws * 

"1 make them ſenſible that they are liable to the Penalties, in Caſe they tranſ- - againſt im- 
is the Laws. 0 E082” hav en 

And any Indian that ſhall be guilty of wilfully murdering any other In- , .. Be 
dian, ſhall be put to Death, on 2 thereof convitted before the Superior M 
Court. | a | 5 1 

And every Indian that ſhall be convicted of Drunkenneſs, ſhall pay a Fine 
of Five Sbillings, or be ſet in the Stocks, not exceeding two Hours, nor leſs Drunkenneſs. 
than one Hour. o 

And every Indian that ſhall be convicted of profaning the Sabbath or 
Lord's-Day, by unneceſſary Labour, or Play, ſhall pay a Fine of Three INE bi 
Shillings, or fit in the Stocks one Hour, at the Diſcretion of the Authority 8 
before whom the Conviction is. Freon 0 . 

And if any Perſon ſhall ſell or give any ſtrong or ſpirituous Liquor to any 
Indian in this State, ſuch Perſon ſhall, for every ſuch Offence, pay a Fine penalty for 
of Ten Shillings for every Pint, and in Proportion for any greater or. leſſer felling ſtrong 
Quantity of ſuch Liquor, ſo ſold, or given to any Indian, And the Accu- drink to indi- 
ſation of an Indian, and other ſtrong Circumſtances, ſhall be ſufficient Evi- Aus. 
dence to convict any Perſon of the Breach of this Paragraph, unleſs the Per- 
Aſon accuſed ſhall acquit him or herſelf on Oath. | Provic 
any Provided, That nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued to hinder, or reſtrain ann 
any Act of Charity for relieving any Indian in Caſe of Sickneſs or Neceſſity. 

That no Indenture or Contract made by any Indians for binding out any No indenture 
of their Children, ſhall be valid in Law, except approved by, and acknow- of an indian 
ledged before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice ot the Peace; which Authority ſhall ms 2 | 
ſee that Juſtice be done therein. . 

That it ſhall be the Duty of every Perlon who ſhall take an Indian Child Indian child- 
or Children to bring up, to teach him or them to read; and alſo to inſtruct ren to be 
them in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, by Catechiſing or otherwiſe. taught to 

That any Perſon who ſhall neglect his or her Duty therein, and be thereof read, xc. 
convicted, ſhall pay a Fine, not exceeding Thirty Sbillings, on one Convic- 
tion, at the Diſcretion of the Authorit before whom the Conviction is: 
And if ſuch Perſon ſhall continue to neglect to inſtruct ſuch Child or Chil- 
dren, (they being capable to learn) it ſhall be the Duty of the Select-men, 
and they are hereby impowered, by and with the Advice of an Aſſiſtant or Duty of ſe- 
Juſtice of the Peace, to remove ſuch Child or Children, and bind him or lect-men, &C. 
them to ſome other Perſon, who will take proper Care for their Inſtruction, 
as aforeſaid. tes, BOK | SEAS 7 | 

That no Judgment ſhall be rendered againſt any.Indian for any Debt, or N 8 
ay Contract, except for Rents of Lands hired and occupied by ſuch Indian. table for debt 


. „ 3 ; ; | = OY except, &c. ll. 

And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon or f F 
Perſons in this State, whether Inhabitants or other, ſhall buy, hire, or re- 
| celve 
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102 Inhabitants. 
No perſon to cgive a Gift or Mortgage of any Parcel of Land er Lands of any Indian or 
ns oa hire of Indians, for the future; except he or they do buy or receive the ſame for 
leſs, dec. an; the Uſe of the State, or for ſome Plantation or Village, and wich the Allow. 
ance of the General Aſſembly of this State. 
And if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall purchaſe, or receive Lands of any In. 
dian or Indians, contrary to the Intent of this Act; the Perſon or Perſons 
On penalty, ſo offending, ſhall forfeit to the public Treaſury of this State, the treble 
xc. Value of the Lands fo purchaſed or received: And no Iatereſt or Eſtate in 
| any Lands in this State, ſhall accrue to any ſuch Perſon or Perſons, by Force 
or Virtue of fuch illegal Bargain, Purchaſe or Receipt. 
[The above Paragraph, was enatted in Oktober, one Thouſand ſeven Hun- 
271 and twa z, to he in Force from the firſt Day of December, then next follow- 
ing. * | 
Vi further enafltd by the Authority aforeſaid, That when and ſe often 25 
Law of pot. 28 Suit ſhall be brought by any Indian er Indians, fur the Recovery of any 
ſeſion not Lands reſerved by the Indians for themſelves, or ſequeſtered for the Uſe 
pleadable, and Benefit of the Indians, by Order of this Aſſembly, or by any Town, 
&c, agreeable to the Laws of this State; that the Defendant or Tenant ſhall 
y not be admitted to plead in his Defence his Poſſeſſion, or any Way take 
Benefit of the Law, entitled, An A for the quieting Men's Eſtates, and 
avoiding of Suits,” made May the eighth, One thouſand Ex hundred and 
eighty -four, | 
And to prevent Damage that may come to Indians in their Corn- Fields, by 
| Creatures belonging 10 other People: 
Wh 18 De is further enacted by the Authority aforeſsid, That in each Town in this 
ans have State, where any Indians have fenced Fields, there ſhall be Fence-Viewers 
corn-fields, and Apprizers by ſuch Town choſen and appointed, who ſhall be ſworn to 
fence-view- view ſuch Indians Fence, and to apprize ſuch Damage as may, or fhall bs 
ers to be ap- done in their Corn-Fields, by any Cattle, Horſes or Swine ; And the Judg- 
pointed, &. ment and Appraifement of ſuch Viewers or Appraiſers, ſhall be obſerved, 
and duly performed, and anſwered by the Owners of ſuch Cattle, Horle 
and Swine, to the Indian or Indians damnifked. - 
To hre And any Indians having fuch Fields, are hereby allowed to make Pounds 
pounds. within their ſaid Fields, to impound and ſecure Horſes, Cattle and Swine 
treſpaſſing upon them. 
nd the Indian or Indians impounding any Cattle, Horſes or Swine, ſhall 
Notice to be forthwith give Notice thereof to the Select- men of that Town wherein ſuch 
give to the Field is, and to the Select- men of the two next adjacent Towns ; unleſs the 
owners of Owner is known; in which Caſe, Notiee ſhall be given to the Owner ; and 
— im- if the Owner doth not redeem his Creatures ſo impounded, by paying the 


Damage ſuſtained, within twenty-four Hours after Notice to them given of 


the ſame; or if no Owner appear within three Days after Notice given to 
the Sele&-men, as aforeſaid; then, in each of thofe Caſes, the Sele&-men 
of that Town wherein ſuch Field is, ſhall make Sale of ſuch Creatures, olf 
ſo many of them as ſhall anſwer the Damages done by ſuch Creatures, and 
pay ſaid Damage, and the Charges therewith, and return the Overplus (if 
any) te the Owner. | 


ed 
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An Act for the Admiſſion of Inhabitants in Towns, 
and for preventing Charge on Account of ſuch a 
are not admitted therein. 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Coutt 
afſembled, and by the Autherity of the ſame, That no NE. Pet- 
112 © P 
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ſon or Inhabitant of any other 1 who. may come to refide or dwell in 
any Town in this State, ſhall, legal Settlement in ſuch Town by 
ga elling there, -unleſs admitted bs. bo _ Vote of the Inhabitants. of ſuch 
Town, or by. Conſent. of the civil Authority in and Selet-men of ſaid Town, 
ar unleſs ſuch Perſons ſhall be appbinted and execute ſome public Office, 


ff One Hundred Pounds in ſuch Town, during his Continuance there; but 
fuch Perions, not having gained a Settlement as aforeſaid, if the Sele&-imen 
judge they are likely to become chargeable to ſaid Town, may be removed 
to the Place of their laſt legal Settlement, hotwithſtanding any length of 
me that they may have been ſuffered to continue in ſuch Tow. 
That no Perſon ſhall be received or admitted an Inhabitant in any. Town 
in this State, but fuch as are known to be of an honeſt Converſation, and 
ſhall be actepted by the major Part of the Town, or: by: the Authority in and 
Sclect- men of the Town, And no Stranger or tranſient Perſon ſhall be al- 
Jowed-to reſide or make his or her Abode in any Town in this State, (Ap- 
prentices under Age and Servants bought for Time excepted) upon Pre- 
ence of hiring or being hired, or of Tenantſhip, or Inmates without the 
Approbation of the Authority in and. Select- men of ſuch Town. 
That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall contrary to the Intent of chis Act, 
ntettain or hire any Stranger or tranſient Perſon, or let any Houſe or Land 
o ſuch Stranger or tranſient Perſon, except he or they ſhall firſt give Secu- 
ty to the Acceptance of the ſaid Authority and Select- men, that ſuch Town 
hall not be burthened and charged by him or them; which Security ſuch 
\uthority and Select. men may take or refuſe at their Diſcretion ; he or they 


fo 


or tranſient Perſon, ſhall forfeit and pay to the Treaſurer of fuch Town, 
ers the Sum of Ter Sbillings per Werk, for every Week he or as r- un 
to entertain, hire, or let ſuch Eſtate to ſuch Perſon. 
And if any fuch Stranger or tranſient Perſon Thall, contrary to the Intent 
f this Act, make his or her Abode within any Town in this State, every 
fuck Perſon ſhall forteit and pay to ſuch Treaſurer Ten _ per Week, 
for every Week that he or ſhe-ſhall continue in ſuch Town, after Warning 
given to him or her, by order of the Select- men of ſaid Town; or upon 
their Requeſt, by Warrant from Authority to depart ſuch Town, (which 
Warning the Select. men are impowered to order, or give:) And. the ſaid 
Authority, on Requeſt as aforeſaid, is impowered to iſſue a Warrant 0 the 
onſtable, to warn ſuch Perſons to depart, as aforeſaid. = 
And when any ſuch Stranger or tranſient Perſon, who ſhall be convicted 
the Hof the Breach of this Act, and hath no Eſtate to ſatisfy the Fine, ſuch Per- 
ſon ſhall be whipped upon his naked Body, not exceeding Ten Stripes; un- 
leſs he or ſhe depart the Town within Ten oy s next after Sentence given, 
and refide no more therein without Leave of the Select- men. 


nen Breach of this Act. 


and Be it further enafted by the bene aforeſaid, That whoſoever ſhall & enter- 
; (if uin ſuch Stranger or tranſient Perion or Perſons, for the Space of Four 

Days, and the ſaid Perſon ſhall, when fo entertained, be reduced by Sick- 
nels, or other Accident, to neceſſitous Circumſtances, whereby he, ſhe or they 
ſhall want Relief, the Perſon ſo entertaining ſuch Stranger or tranſient Per- 
ns, ſon or Perſons, ſhall ſupport aud ſuſtain the Charge thereof; excepting only 

when the Perſoa entertaining as aforeſaid, hath Sita the ſaid Four Days, 
oven ſufficient Notice thereof to the Sele&-men of the Town; in which 


Caſe. if the Sele - men do not uſe proper Methods to ſave the Town fram 


Charge, then it ſhall be defrayed by ſuch Town, 


ou' Be i . enabled by the iy — That if any Parſon or Per- 
| | | ons 


Pel- 


» * 
— _ — — . 


or have been poſſeſſed in his on Right in Fee of a real Eſtate of the Value 


Any one Aſſiſtant or TJ uſtice of the Peace, to hear and determine the 
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No Perſon 
admitted an 
inhabitant, 
unlets , &C, 


a - 
- 


. 
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To ks ; of * 
neſt * 


No ſtranger 
to make a- 
bode without 
liberty, &c. 


No perſon to 
hire ſuch, &c. 
without giv- 


ing bond, 


ſo entertaining, or hiring, or letting any Houſe or Land to ſuch a | 


Penalty. 


Tranſient 
perſons being 
warned out, 

to depart, on 
penalty, &c. 


If unable to 
pay, to be 
whipt. 


When ſick, 


how ſupport - 
ed. 


, 44 4h 7 


F 
' 


—— _ 


abide, &c. 
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ſons within any Town in this State, ſhall fell or convey any Land to 
has » 44 2. Perſon or Perſons, who contrary to this Act, would — Colour of fur 
ing land, æc. Purchaſe, make his, her or their Abode in fuch Town ; he or they ſelling a 
afoteſaid, ſhall for every ſuch Offence; forfeit and pay as a Fine, the Sure 
Ten Pounds ; one Moiety to the Town Treaſury where ſuch Land lies, ang 
the other Half to him who neee and rm the ſame to Effet, 
Aud bt it further enabled by. the Authority aforeſaid, That the civil Autbo 
rity, when and ſo often at there ſhall be Occaſion in; any Town, ſhall be, 
Evil antho. ànd they are hereby impowered to order any Vagrant, ſuſpected or tranſien 
rity to order Perſon or Perſons to be ſent back, trom . Conſtable to Canſtable, to thei 
vagrants to Town, Place or Places from whence he, ſhe or they came; unleſs ſuch Ml 
depart, Perſon or Perſons produce good Certificates of their good Behaviour, and 
Freedom from all —ͤ—ͤ—ͤ—ö and that they are at E to remon 
themſelves as they ſhall ſee meet. 
And that ſaid Authority may in like Manner remove any W of 
tranſient Perſon or Perſons who ſhall neglect or refuſe, or be unable to def 
part ſuch Town after Warning given, as before in this Act is provided. 
And if any ſuch Perſons ſhall return after ſuch ſending back, as afore, 
Returning, aid, and abide and continue in ſaid Town from whence ſent, after Warn 
to be whipt. ing given them to depart, they ſhall be whipt on the naked Body, not ex 
ceeding ten Stripes; and may again be ſent and dealt with as aforeſaid, a 
often as there fhall be Occaſion. 
SeleAmen ts And the Sekeft-men in the reſpective Towns in this Stare, are hereby im. 
proſccute, c. Powered and directed to proſecute all Breaches of this Act. 
Au be it further enadted, That any Inhabitant of any Town within thiffff 
Perſons may State, may, for the better Support of himfelt or Family, have Liberty ui 
remove from remove with his Family into any other Town in this State, and continu 
one town to there without being liable to be removed, provided ſuch Perſon procure i 
another, & Certificate in Writing, under the Hands of the civil Authority in and 8 
Provito, lect-men of the Town from whence he removes, that he is a legal Inhab-gW 
tant in that Town, and lodge the {ame with the Clerk of the Town to which 
he removes. And in Caſe ſuch Perſon. or any of his Family, ſtand in Neri 
of Relief from ſaid Town, he or they ſhall be ſupported at "the Coſt of tis 
When charg. Town whete fuch Perſon was ſettled and obtained a Certificate as aforif 
able, how ſaid ; and may be returned back to ſuch Town, provided uch erſqn hail 
ſupported. not been admitted an Iahabitant, or gained a Settlement, as before in thiſo 
Ac is provided, in any other Town, after ſuch Certificate was given. 
Provided nevertheleſs, That Perſons. coming to reſide in any Town . 
aforeſaid, they and their Eſtates ſhall be as liable to be taken under the Cu 
of the e of the Town where they dwell, for Miſmanagemen: 
Proviſo. Jdleneſs or bad Husbandry, agreeable to the Law in that Caſe provide 
as if they had a legal Settlement in ſuch Town; and nothing in this Ae 
ſhall be conſtrued to hinder ſuch Towns: from ridding themſelves of a; 
7 or Perſons whom ſuch Town, or the Authority therein, or ti 
zien thereof fhall * to be of W N or viciol 
Converſation. | a 
43 be it fur le- abel, Thatuny Inbabitant of any Town in chi Sur! 
Who ſhrall go to reſide in any other Town in this State, without having We 
Oertificate as aforeſaid, may be removed and ſent back to the Town i 
which he or ſhe 8 in like Manner as is before provided in this 4 
No perſon for the Removal of any Stranger, or tranſient Perſon : Provided ſuch Pe 
22 1 ſon ſhall not have continued in ſuch Town one Year before Warn 
0 given to depart, or one Lear after ſuch Warning, without being pro* 


outet] as aforeſaide 


Agd 
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an Act for the equal Diviſion and Diſttibution of 
ä Inſolvent Eſtates. | | 


E it enabled by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when the Eſtate of any 
Perſon deceaſed ſhall be inſolvent, or inſufficient to pay all the juſt Debts 
which the Deceaſed owed, the ſame ſhall be ſold, and the Avails thereof be 
divided and diſtributed to and _ all the Creditors, in Proportion to the 
Sums to them reſpeCtively owing, ſo far as the Eſtate will extend, ſavin 
that the Debts due to this State, and for Sickneſs, and neceſſary funeral 
Charges of the Deceaſed, are to be firſt paid. - 
And the Executor or Adminiſtrator appointed to adminiſter on any ſuch 
ow inſolvent Eſtate, before Payment be made to any Perſon, (except as before 
xcepted) ſhall repreſent the Condition and Circumſtances thereof unto the 
udge of the Probate of Wills and granting of Adminiſtrations, - who ſhall 


dominate and appoint two or more fit and indifferent Perſons, to make a 
1, Ne and equal Appraiſement of ſuch Eſtate, and adminiſter the Oath by 
or Law preſcribed to them for that Purpoſe; and ſhall alſo nominate and ap- 


Point two or more fit Perſons to be Commiſſioners, with full Power to re- 

eive and examine all the Claims of the ſeveral Creditors, and how they are 
ade out and evidenced z; which Commiſſioners ſhall be ſworn according to 
aw, and cauſe the Times and Places of their Meetings for attending the 
reditors, in order for the receiving and examining of their Claims, to be 
ade known and publiſhed, by ſetting up or poſting Notifications thereof 
ſome public Places in the Town where ſuch deceaſed Perſon laſt dwelt ; 


n thiWad alſo by advertiſing the ſame in one or more of the | ers News-Papers 


xy Ui this State, and any further Notice that the Court of Probate may order: 
minuf nd the ſaid Judge of Probate ſhall allow ſix, ten or eighreen Months (as 
-ure Me Circumſtances of the Eſtate may require) for the Creditors to bring in 
id eir Claims and prove their Debts : At the End of which Time limited as 


\hab-MWoreſaid, ſuch Commiſſioners ſhall make their Report, and preſent a Liſt 
which all Claims to ſuch Judge, who ſhall order them a meet Recompence out 
Nerd the Eſtate for their Care and Labour in that Affair. 

of tie And if on the Report of the Commiſſioners, ſuch Eſtate ſhall appear ta 
aforeÞc inſolvent, the Judge of Probate to whom ſuch Report is made, ſhall 
n hailder and ſet out to the Widow of the Deceaſed (if any be) ſuch neceſfary 


in thiuſhold Goods as are mentioned in the Law, entitled, An Ad for di- 
n. Wing and regulating the levying and ſerving Executions,” to be exempted 

om Execution; which Goods ſo ſet out, ſhall be her own Property. 
»wn Aad the Judge ſhall alſo order the Widow's Dower to be ſet out according 
ie Cal Law: And the Reſidue and Remainder of ſaid Eſtate, both real and 
zemelrlonal (including that ſet out for the Widow's Dower, and under the 
ovidehpcumbrance of her holding it for Life) the Judge of Probate ſhall order 
15 Ad direct the Executor or Adminiſtrator, or Executors or Adminiſtrators 
01 4 


pointed to adminiſter on ſuch Eſtate, to ſell in ſuch Way and Manner as 
or di che Judge ſhall appear ſafeſt and moſt for the Benefit of the Creditors. 
viciond ſuch Executors and Adminiſtrators, being ſo ordered and directed, 

all have full Power and Authority, and they are hereby authorized and 
powered to make Sale thereof, and to make and execute legal and proper 
Mveyances to the Purchaſers, which ſhall be good Evidence in Law for 
ar holding the ſame accordingly. And ſuch Sales being made, the ſaid 
Xcutors and Adminiſtrators ſhall render Account to the Judge of Probate 
the Amount thereof, and the Montes ariſing thereby. And the Judge 
al thereon order full Payment to be made of the Debts due to this State, 
d for Sickneſs, neceſſary funeral Expences, and incident Charges of ſet- 


s Stat 
aving * 
own 
this Ad 
ach Pe 
W arnih 


| g proc 
And 


O | Creditors 


Inſolvent eſ- 
tates to be 
equally divi- 
ded, &c. 


except. 


Executor or 
adminiſtra- 
tor's duty, &c. 


Commiſſion- 
ers to be ap- 
pointed, &c. 


If on report 
of commiſiio- 
ners the eſtate 
proves inſol- 
vent, how to 
proceed. 


ug and ſelling the Eſtate : And the Reſidue to be paid to the ſeveral 
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No fait al- 
lowed, &c. | 


Execution to 
be ſtayed, &c. 


Creditors not 
bringing in 
their claims, 
to be debar'd, 
&c. unleſs, &c 


courts to be 
appointed, 
commiſſioned 


and ſworn. 


Juſtices in 
like manner. 


Their power 


Gov. lieut. 
2 aſſiſt- Lieutenant- Governor, and every Aſſiſtant in this State for the Time beit 
ants to Cxe- 

cute the office 
ef a juſtice, &c 


Creditors who have made out and evidenced their Claims according to the 
Directions of this Act, as aforeſaid, in Proportion to the Sums to them re. 
ſpectively owing. 

Provided always, That notwithſtanding the Report of any ſuch Commiſ. 
fioners, or Allowances thereof made by the Court of Probate, it ſhall and 
may be lawful to, and for the Executors or Adminiſtrators aforeſaid, to con- 
teſt the Proof of any Debt at the common Law. 

And no Proceſs in Law (except for Debts due to this State, and for Sick. 
neſs, and funeral Charges) ſhall be admitted or allowed againſt the Execu- 
tors or Adminiſtrators of any inſolvent Eſtate, ſo long as the ſame ſhall be 
depending as aforeſaid. 

And in Caſe Judgment ſhall be rendered againſt any Executors or Admi. 
niſtrators of any inſolvent Eſtate, Execution thereon ſhall be ſtayed until 
ſuch Eſtate can be ſettled according to this Act: And the judgment Credi. 
tor ſhall take no more than his Proportion of the ſaid inſolvent Eſtate with 
the other Creditors; and in Caſe that be not paid on the Settlement of the 
Eſtate, ſuch Creditor ſhewing the ſame, and producing a Certificate of his 
Proportion, the Court ſhall order Execution on ſuch Judgment for no more 
than the Proportion aforeſaid, | 

And whatloeyer Creditor ſhall not make out his or her Claims with ſuch 
Commiſſioners, before the full Expiration of the Time ſet and limited for 
that Purpoſe, as atorelaid, ſuch Creditor ſhall forever after be debarred of 
his or her Debt; unleſs he or ſhe can ſhew or find ſome other or further 
Eſtate of the Deceaſed, not before diſcovered and put into the Inventory, 


An Act for conſtituting Judges and Juſtices of the 
Peace in this State, and for impowering and dire 
ing them in their reſpective Offices, 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cour 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Judges of the Su 
2 Court, and the Judges of the County Courts, and Courts of Pro 
ate which now are, or hereafter ſhall be erected and conſtituted in thi 
State, being firſt appointed by the General Aſſembly of this State, (hal 
be reſpectively ſworn to a faithful Diſcharge of their Office; and ſhall all 
be commiſſioned and authorized to the Execution of their reſpective Office 
by a Commiſſion ſigned by the Governor of this State for the Time being 
and ſealed with the State Seal. | 
And that the Juſtices of the Peace in each County in this State, bein! 
firſt appointed by the General Aſſembly, ſhall alſo be commiſſioned in ti 
Manner aforeſaid, to the Execution of ſuch Office; and ſhall be ſworn to 
faithful Diſcharge of the ſame. 
And that the 1aid Judges and Juſtices of Peace, appointed, commiſſion 
ed, and ſworn, as aforeſaid, ſhall be, and they are fully authorized and! 
wered to exerciſe and execute the Office, Duty, and Truſt to which th 
are or ſhall be appointed, commiſſioned and ſworn, as aforeſaid, to eve 
Purpoſe and Intent, according to the Nature, End and Deſign of their 
ſpective Offices, according to the Laws of this State, for the common G00 
and Peace of the State, and the doing equal and ſpeedy Juſtice to the FW; 
ple therein: And all ſuch Commiſſions ſhall remain in Force till called, 
or ſuperſeded by Act of the General Aſſembly. 1 


And be it further enadted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Govern": 


may, and hereby are fully authorized and impowered to exerciſe and & 
cute the Office of a Juſtice of the Peace, in and throughout this W 
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And that every Juſtice of the Peace ſnall have Authority to iſſuę Proceſ 
uf ſerved in any Pare of the State, to ke and ary gage _ 1 
. * Perſon againit whom Complaints: made for any n Offence, _ ile — 
0 which he ought t. to be brought before ſuch Juſtice for Trial or Exami &c. 
n. NJrion; and may in hie Manner grant Summons! or Capigs for Wiens 1 f 
fuch Caſes. | L 
. And any Sheriff, Sheriff's Deputy, or Conſtable; to whpch fuch Proceſs, cle 
u. Pommonz, or 'Cupias ſhall be directed by Name and Office, thall and may ert and 
be xecute the fame at any Place within this Bec, where the Perſqn or Perſons — 
oainft whom the ſame iſſued, are not to be found within the official Pre- ded, ae. _ 
ni. Wind of ſuch Officer. And the Authority anting ſuch Procels, mmi 
til OT Capias, if it be judged neceffary, may di 12 * the fame to ſome . 0 
d. Wndifferent Perſon, who ſhall have the fame Power to execute the fame 1 
ith ommand Aſſiſtance, as Sheriffs and SET, 'by Law haye to execute 
the _— g them Jet f 5 F. 
bis at whenever the Judge © any Coun Court ſhall dut © of ef ve 
\ore bis State, or be by Sickneſs, or otficrgiſs* ſe to a0 bone of 10 4 le ; 
Office, the ſenior Tuftics of the Quorum in ſuch County, w Hall be abſent, — 
ſochreſent, and able to attend the Bufineſs, ſhall be inveſted with all the Pow - 
for ers and Authorities of J udge of laid Court, to all Intents and Purpoſes. 
* And for preventing all Occaſions. of partial and undue Proceedings i in Curt, > 
y. nd avoiding Yeats es that may ariſe We Judges and Juſtices : _—_ 
= 7 is further enafted by the Autberity aforeſaid, That in every Caſe of a Civil "ps II 
there, between Party and Patty, where there ſhall he ſo near 2 Relation — or 
between any Judge or Juſtice, and any of the Parties, as between Father juſtice may 
ect- nd Son, either by Nature or Marriage, Brother and Brother in like Kind; not Judge. 
ncle and Nane Landlord and Tenant; ſuch J udge or Juſtice ſhall N 
ave no Power to vote, or give Sentence thercin. 
1 | 
Go And be it further enafied by the Autbority of irefaid, 'That 27 0 one A ſlictant 
F pr Juſtice of the Peace ſhall have full Power, and they are hereby autho- 
n thif ized and impowered to take and accept a Confeſſion and Acknowledge- | 
„ ſhall nt of any Debt, from a Debtor to his Creditor ; either upon, or without One aſſiſtant 
'11 al}? antecedent Proceſs, as the Parties ſhall agree; which Confeſſion ſhall be ud Sqn may 
ce only by the Perſon of the Debtor himſelt: And on ſuch Confeſſion "= Audi a 
being d made, — Aſſiſtant or Juſtice ſhall make a Record thereof, ang thereon 
rant out execution in due Form of Law. And if ſuch Executions ſhall 4 : 
Hein levied on the: Lands of any ſuch. Perſon confeſſing, as aforeſaid, accord- e arrays 
in s do the Laws directing the levy ing Executions on Lands, the ame Hal! 
4 : recorded i in the Records of the Town wherein the Land 1s ſituate, and 
ing ſo done and recorded, ſhall be a good Evidence of a Title to ſuch 
niſio reditor or Creditors for whom i it ſhall be taken as aforeſaid, their Heirs and proviſo. 
ind in ens. Provided, No Confeſſion ſhall be made or taken in the Manner 
ch the oreſaid, for more than the Value of T wenty Paumds, Debt, and the Coſt of 
_ ling ſuch Confeſſion, or which may baye ariſen on an antecedent Suit for 
their ch Debt, the ſame being agreed to by Debtgr and Creditor. 
n G00 [This Para graph next above recited 
0 ” was made paſſed i in Gener, 1 
wy ſſembly held on the ſecond Thurſday in May, ke nd 59 0 x hppa 
" ven hundred and forty- two; with this Os 29 Op atint e of 
8 Words, recorded in the Records of the Town wherein tbe Land is ſituate,” 
over p Jnfrced theſe Words, © returned to, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk ks 
e R be County Court, i in the ſave Connty where fach Land lieth.”] | 
an | 
tate. a ee ne, n TO ng — . 
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108 jurors. 
An Act for providing and regulating of Jurors in Ciyi 
; ctions. | —_ 
| E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Caun 
rad if ug aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Civil Authority, 
choſen. —Sele&-men, Conſtables and Grand- jury men in the ſeveral Towns hereafter 
iin this Act named, ſhall ſome Time in the Month of January, annually, mer 
together; and when ſo met, ſhall chooſe to ſerve as Jury-men at the leyera 
. Superior and County Courts, in that County to which ſuch, Towns reſpec. 
Qualification tively belong, ſuch a Number of their able, judicious Freeholders as is here. 
of jurors, after in this Act preſcribed: Each of which Freeholders ſhall have a Free. 
hold Eſtate, rated in the general Liſt at Fifty Shillings, or more. 
And that in each of the ſaid Towns deer named, there ſhall be a B 
| provided at the Coſt of the Town, with a Lock to it, and lodged in the 
Box to be Town-Clerk's Hands; and when the Jury.men are choſen, as aforeſaid, the 
provided. Town-Clerk ſhall write each Man's Name ſo nominated, on a Piece d 
Paper by itſelf ; and put the ſeveral Names ſo written, in the ſaid Box, and 
keep the ſame locked in his Hands, that the ſaid Names may be drawn s 
Ream OTE... its 3-4) fat bo cert 3 2 
Be it ſurther enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That ſome convenient Tine 
Clerks to iſ- before the ſitting of the aforeſaid Courts, the Clerk of the Superior, and d 
ſue warrants the reſpective County Courts in this State, ſhall iſſue out Warrants, directel 
to ſummon t either of the Conſtables of the ſeveral Towns hereafter named; or u 
Wy ſome of them in the County in which the Court is to be held, to ſumma 
and warn ſo many able, judicious and lawful Frreholdets of their Town 
the Warrant dire&s, to attend and ſerve as Jurors at ſuch Court. 
Jery hin 6 And the Jurors for the Superior Court ſhall be ſummoned to attend g 
attend. two of the Clock, on the firſt Day of the Seſſions of ſuch Court. | 
And the Jurors for the County Courts, ſhall be ſummoned to/attend 
eight of the Clock, on the third Day of the Seſſions of ſaid Courts. | 
And when any Conſtable ſhall receive any ſuch Warrant, to ſummon ar 
Conftables certain Number of Jury-men to attend and ſerve as ſuch, at any of the is 
duty in draft. Courts, he ſhall repair to the Town-Clerk, and in his Preſence, (or in h 
ing jury, &. Abſence, in the Preſence of one of the Select- men of ſuch Town) draw 0 
of the Box aforeſaid, the Number his Warrant directs him to ſummon, with 
out ſeeing thoſe whoſe Names he draws before he draws them; and havin 
ſo done, ſhall then proceed to ſummon thoſe Men for Jury-men whd 
Names he has ſo drawn. | 3-905 Hi AA 1 dr 
But if any or all of the Men whoſe Names are thus drawn, be at that Tire 
Sick or ab- either from Home or ſick, or otherwiſe unavoidably hindered from atten 
ſent. ing ſuch Court, his or their Name or Names ſhall be returned into ſaid Bu 
and others in his or their Room, drawn and ſummoned in Manner atoy 
ſaid. e DOS Tov ee enn 
And the Conſtable ſhall make timely Return of his Warrant, unto ! 
jury warren Clerk that granted the ſame, with an Indorſemear thereon, certifying wil 
returned. be has ſummoned for the Purpoſe aforeſaid ; on Pain that every Conſti f 
failing of his Duty therein, ſhall forfeit and pay to the County Trealuit Ll 
for the Uſe of the County, a Fine not exceeding Thirty Shillings, at the ViK© 
cretion of the Judges of the Court; unleſs ſuch Conſtable ſhall ſeaſona* 
make his Excuſe to the Acceptance of ſaid Court. | y 
Penalty on Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Jury-man Op 
3 ck not ſen, drawn and ſummoned as aforeſaid, ſhall make Default of Appear 


— — — 


according to the Directions of ſuch Warrant, he ſhall farfeit and pay wo 
Treaſurer of the County wherein he dwells, the Sum of Ten Shillings ; 
leſs the Court on hearing his Excuſes made on his Behalf, ſhall judge tl 
ſafficienr. * And 


— — 
— — — 
— — 
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a—_—_— 


Jury-men to the Name of each Toun annexed * 


1 11 For nn "hos | * q | VID ICE 1 
1 Hartford County. New n County 4; Plainfield, Twelve. 
„Hartford, Ten. | New-London, Fitteen, Canterbury, Twelve. 
* Eaſt-Hartford, Ten. Norwich, F ifteen. Pomfret, Twelve. 
Wethersfield, Twenty. | Preſton, Fifteen. | | Voluntown, Twelve. 
a Windſor, Ten: | Stonington, Fifteen, || | Aſhford, Twelve. | 
< Farmington, Twelve. Groton, Fifteen, Mansfield, Twelve. . 
Bl Middletown, Twelve. | Lyme, Fifteen. _ Woodftock, SIX. 
* WI Symsbury, Twelve. Say-Brook, Fifteen.  } * "4k 
Glaſſenbury, Ten. Killingworth, Fifteen, For 
Hebron, Ten. Colcheſter, „ e Litchfield County. 
ce Enfield, Eight. | ——— | Litchfield, Twelve. 
the Suffield, Eight. SILLS — | | Woodbury, Twelve. 
e a Bolton, Eight. ni. tar Fairfield County. New-Milford, Nine. 
and Chatham, Eight. | Fa Fairfield, Twenty. Kent, Eight. 
nA Eaſt-Windſor, Ten. Stratford: Twenty. 4 Sharon, Eight. 
_ omers, Six. ; Norwalk, Twenty, Salisbury, Eight. 
Tie WSouthington, Six. Stanford, Twelve. Canaan, Eight. 
4 — 3 Danbury, Twelve. [Cornwall, Eight. 
For | Newtown, Twelve.  I14 Goſhen, Eight. | 
u New- Haven County. | Ridgficld, Six. : +4 Harwinton, Six. 
New-Haven, Twenty. | Greenwich, Ten, ' New: Hartford, Six, 
n Wallingford, Nine. Redding, Fi ght. | Torrington, Six. 
1 ilford, Twelve. New. F airfield, SIX, | Norfolk, Six. 
end Branford, Ten. n Waſhington, Six. 
| viltord, Twelve. For . 00 Watertown, Six. 
end Durham, Six. Windham County. | Wincheſter, Four. 
Derby, Six. Windbam, Twelve, | Hattland, F our. 
on Waterbury, Six. | Lebanon, Twelve. | P 
be lu beſhire, Six. | Coventry, Twelve. | Gord 
in Woodbridge, Six. | h 


aw 0 W : # 
wh And each of the other Towns in this State ſhall chooſe Six Jury- men. 
avin 

; whol And if any of the ſaid Towns ſhall neglect or refuſe to provide ſuch Box, 
dr the Officers aforeſaid ſhall negle& to chooſe ſuch Jury-men as herein 

it Tin provided, ſuch Town ſhall forfeit and pay to the Treaſurer of the County 
| atten; which i it belongs, the Sum of Fifty Sbillings; to be recovered on Infor- 
aid Boſpation made by the State Attorney of that ee. to the Gn Court; 


er afoſhn which Trial no Appeal ſhall be allowed. 
And be it further enacted by the Auberit aforeſaid, That if it ſhall ſo Wy 


to U 
wy hafen that a ſufficient Number of Jurors ſummoned, as aforeſaid, do not 
onſtil PPear, or if by Reaſon of Challenges, or for other Cauſe, there ſhall not be 
eau} ſufficient N uus of lawful Men to make up the Pannel or Pannels or- 


+ the DIÞ"<d by the Court to attend the ſame, the Court ſhall order the Jury or 
eaſonib uries to be made, or filled up, de talibus Circumſtantibus; or for want of 
och, of any good and lawful Freeholders in the County; whoſe Names 
dall be returned by the Sheriff: And where the Sheriff is concerned, or re- 
ated to either of the Parties in the Caſe, by the Conſtable, or ſuch Officer 


e jurors. 


| And the ſeveral Towns hereafter dared, ſhall re the Wende of Towns'to 


Penalty on 
each town for 
neglecting to 
chooſe jury · 
men. 


4 


Court to or- 
der the jury 
filled up, 
when the 
number is 


inſufficient . 


the Court ſhall appoint: Which Jurors being fo returned, ſhall attend 


pay do de Service, on the Penalty above ordered, to be inflicted on thoſe who 
ings þ take Default of Appearance. 

e d 
* A 4rd Be it further Enatted, That every Conſtable that hall ſumman ſuch 


_ Jurors __ 


\ 
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Fees for ſum- Jurong as aforeſaid, ſhall be allowed therefor (ſave only for Return of ſuct 
momng Jury. Summons) the ſame Fees for Travel and Serving, as are by Law allowed in 


Where paid, 


Perſons con- 
vided of f 
crimes in 
other ſtates, 
not ſuffered 
to abide in 
this ſtate. 


how proceed- before lawful Authority, and Enquiry into the Matter, it ſhall appear that 


Penalty. 


Proviſo. 


The tenure 


of our lands. 


made to any particular Perſon or Per 


IC T AND ILA S8. 


Juſtice, eſcaping from. Lites. 


"_P 


Proceſſes in Civil Cauſes; to be paid out of the Country Treaſury of the 
reſpective Counties, where ſuch Jurors are to attend the County Courts; 
and out of the State Treaſury when fuch Jurors are ſummoned to attend 
the Superior Couvrt. | 3 n. 


1 


. So r PRI —_——— r EG ga tn, 
An Ad for remanding Perſons who have committed 
Crimes in other States, and to eſcape from Juſtice 


flee into this State. 


E it enafied by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cour 
aſſembled, and by tht Authority of the ſame, T hat if any Perſon or Perſony 

that have been convicted of any Crime in any other State, for which Fach 
corporal Puniſhment might be inflicted if committed in this State, and 
(before he ar they have received condign Puniſhment) ſhall eſcape, and flee 
into this State; or having committed any ſuch Crime, and being purſuec 
by Order of Authority, 'to bring kim or them to Juſtice ; ſuch Offenders 
may be apprehended, by Order of che Authority: And if on Examinatios 


ſuch Perſon or Perſons have been convicted, and have eſcaped ; or are fly 
ing from Proſecution as [foreſard ; he or they may be remanded back, and 
deſireied'to the Authority, or Officers of the State from whence ſuch Ef 
cape is made; in order that due and condign Puniſhment may be inflicted 
'on ſuch Offenders. 8 1 8 0 
And in Caſe no ſuch Purſuit is made, any Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of tht 
Peace, or the Select- men of the Town where ſuch Perſon reſides, may wan 
him to depart out of this State: And in Caſe fuch Perſon ſhall continue i 
this State one Month after fuch Warning, he ſhall pay a fine of Five Pound 
for the Uſe of this State; and Five Pounds per Manth for eyery Month thi 
ſuch Perſon ſhall continue in this State after the firſt Conviction, Provided 
that all Proſecutions on this Act, ſhall be within three Years next aft 
ſuch Perſon eſcaping, as aforeſaid, came into this State. 8 


— 


An Act (or Acts) about the tenure of Lands. 


17 is ordered and enafied, by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentative," 
General Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whatloev' 
Lands have been, or ſhall be granted by the General Aſſembly of thi 
Colony, to the reſpective Townſhips, or to any particular Perſon or Pei 
ſons by the ſaid Aſſembly, or by particular Towns, ſhall be held to then 


— 


their Heirs, Succeſſors and Aſſigns forever, according to the moſt free I. 0 
nure of Zgf-Greemwieh, in the County of Kent, in the Realm of El 


according to our Charter Grant. 


[This Af was paſſed the General Aſſembly, October be tenth, One tho 


Land fix hundred and ſeventy-two.] 


And it is further enafted by the —— aforeſaid, That all Grants of Lan 
ons, not yet taken up and laid 0% 


'S 


Lands taken ſhall be taken up in one entire Piece, in a ſuitable Form, except by ſpe 


up to be in 
ſaitable 
forms, 


Liberty from this Court: And that all former Grants that are, or ſhall! 
laid out dy Order, ſhall be ſufficiently bounded, and ſo maintained, to p" 
vent all future Trouble. . 15 | 

[This Ad was paſſed at the Seſſions of the General Aſſembly, May the eil. 
One thouſand ſix hundred and feventy-three.] 


4 CT:8--AND* LH & 


Lands. | III 
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And that every Tounſbip's Grants of Lands, as they have been obtained by 
Gift, Purchoſe, or otherwiſe, of the Natives, and Grant of this Court, may be 
ſettled upon them, their Heirs, Succeſſors and Aſſigns for ever, according to our 
Charter, granted by His late Majeſty of happy Memory. 


b 


Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That every Town in this 
Colony, ſhall take out Patents for their ſaid Grants, of the Governor and 
Company; which this Court doth hereby order, ſhall be granted to them, 
for the holding of ſuch Tracts of Land as have been formerly, or ſhall be 
hereafter granted to them by this Court, and to their Heirs, Succeſſors and Every town 
Aſſigns, firm and ſure, according to the Tenure of our Charter, in free and to take out a 
common Soccage ; and not in Capite, nor by Knight Service; which Pa- patent. 
ents ſhall be ſealed with the Seal of the Colony, and ſigned by the Gover- 
nor, and by the Secretary, in the Name of this Court, and entered upon 
ul MRecord : Which Patent, or a Record thereof, ſhall be a ſufficient Evidence 
ons {Wor all and every Townſhip that hath the ſame, to all Intents and Purpoſes 


or the holding the ſaid Lands firm to them, their Heirs, Succeſſors and 
and MAfligns for ever: The like Courſe may be taken for all Farms granted to 
flee Many Perſon or Perſons whatſoever within this Colony. 


[The AF next above recited was paſſed in the General Aſſembly, May the four- 
zeenth, One thouſand fix hundred and eighty-five.] 


And for ſecuring Eſtates given to charitable Uſes : 

Be it enacted and ordained by the Authority aforeſaid, That all ſuch Lands, — 
enements, Hereditaments and other Eſtates, that either formerly have been, gates giren 
dr hereafter ſhall be given and granted either by the General Aſſembly of to charitable 
his Colony, or by any Town, Village, or particular Perſon or Perſons, for uſes, to re- 
he Maintenance of the Miniſtry of the Goſpel in any Part of this Colony, — to thoſe 
r Schools of Learning, or for the Relief of poor People, or for any other 

public and charitable Uſe, ſhall forever remain, and be continued to the Uſe 
r Uſes to which ſuch Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments or other Eſtates 
ave been, or ſhall be given and granted, according to the true Intent and pee from 
h tha leaning of the Grantors, and to no other Uſe whatſoever; and alſo be ex- rates. 
vided" pred out of the general Liſts of Eſtates, and free from Payment of Rates. 


— 
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un Act (or Acts) concerning Poſſeſſion of Houſes, 
Lands, &c. 


THIS Court being ſenſible of the great Trouble and Contention that doth and 

101 may ariſe in this Colony, by Reaſon of great Defefs that are found in Records, Preamble. 
ſoevellſ's Alienations of Houſes and Lands; that due Form of Law not being lawfully 

of uu ended, which is requiſite in ſuch Aﬀairs : 1 5 

or Pei For the Prevention whereof, and that future Trouble may be avoided, 

o chend that Righteouſneſs and Juſtice may be maintained: | 

free Tt 
Englan 


— 2 
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DE it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
I aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That what Perſon or Perſons perfons ha- 
e tho ever, that hath either Himſelf, his Grantee, or Aſſigns, ſtood poſſeſſed in ving poſſeſſed 
ns sor their own proper Right in Fee Simple, of any Houſes or Lands within a _ 
s Colony, without being interrupted by any Perſon or Perſons laying Ons 
of Lat aim thereunto, and proſecuting their Claim in due Form of Law, ſome 
laid ou me berwixt the Publication thereof, and the laſt of November, One thouſand 
y ſpec bundred end fixty-eight ; ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſo poſſeſſed of any Houſes, 
” (hall ace] or Parcels of Land, as aforeſaid, have Power to entet and record the 

to pe to him or themſelves, and his or their Heirs and Aſſigns forever, in 
x e Book of Records of that Town where the ſaid Houſes and Lands lies, 
be eignes a meet Recompence to the Recorder for his Pains; and a Record 
8 under 
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ACTS AND LAW 8 


Lands. a 


* 


Proviſo. 


Time limited 
for making 
entry on 
land, &c. 


Or de forever 


debarred. 


Proviſo. 


full Age, Diſcoverture, or coming of ſound Mind, Enlargement out of Pr 


foreign Parts, who poſſibly may be incapacitated to make good their Claim 


teen Years next after his or their Right or Title, which ſhall hereafter fir 


nnn 


under the Recorder's Hand, and one of the Select- men of that Town, and 
an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall be a ſufficient and legal Evidence 
to all and every Perſon and Perſons that ſhall have the ſame, to all Intent, 
Ends and Purpoſes, for the holding of the ſame firm to him or them, his ot 
their Heirs and Aſſigns for ever. | 

Provided, This Law includes not Orphans under Age, Proprietors in 


within the fore-mentioned limited Time. 


[This Af was made May tbe ninth, One thouſand ſix hundred and ſixty. 
ſeven. ] 


And for quieting of Men's Eftates, and avoiding of Suits :* 


It is ena8ed and ordained by the Authority afereſaid, That no Perſon or Per. 
ſons that now have any Right or Title of) Entry into any Lands, Tenament 
or Hereditametits within this Colony, now with-held from him or them, 
ſhall thereinto enter, but within three Years after the tenth of June next, or 
within fifteen Years next after any other Title of Entry accrue; and that 
no Perſon or Perſons ſhall at any Time hereafter make Entry into any 
Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments within this Colony, but within Fit. 


deſcend or accrue to the fame; and in Default thereof, ſuch Perſons ſo not 
entering, and their Heirs, ſhall be utterly excluded and diſenabled from ſuch 
Entry after to be made, | | 

And that all ſuch Perſons as have had Right or Title of Entry into, oil 
Cauſe of Action for any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments within this 
Colony, hitherto detained from him or them, ſince the ninth of May, On 
thouſand fix hundred ſixty and ſeven paſt, and till the tenth of June next, and 
neglected hitherto to make his or their Entry, and to ſuc out to effect, his 
or their ſaid Right or Title, ſhall forever hereafter be utterly excluded andi 
diſenabled from ſuch Entry or Suit to be made; any former Law, Ulage 
Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding, 


Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Perſon or Perſons that is or ſhall be en 
titled to, or that hath, or ſhall have ſuch Right or Title of Entry into 
any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments in this Colony, be, or ſhall be 4 
the Time of the ſaid Right or Title firſt deſcended, accrued, come or falle 
within the Age of Twenty-one Years, Feme Covert, non compos Mentis, im 
priſoned or beyond the Seas, that then ſuch Perſon and Perſons, and his and 
their Heir and Heirs, ſhall or may, notwithſtanding the ſaid three Year: 
or the ſaid fifteen Years be expired, bring his Action, or make his Entry 
as he might have done before this Act. So as ſuch Perſon or Perſons, 
his or their Heir or Heirs, ſhall within five Years next after his or thel 


ſon, or coming into this Country of New-England, or Territory of Nes 


York, or Death, take Benefit of, and ſue forth the ſame, and at no Tin 
after the faid five Years, 


[The above Af was made May the eighth, One thouſand ſix hundred an 
elghty-four,}] 


* — . 


— — — — * TIES 


HE RE follows divers other Acts about Lands, and the Titles thereto, ui 
their ſeveral Dates, and the Times of their being made, viz. 


At a General Aſſembly holden at New-Haves, the eleventh Day of Oda 
Anno Domini, One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixteen, 


ACTS AND LAWS. 


«Px 


N 1 — * —— —— 


Lands. 


_ EY 


En Act for impowering the Courts of Probates to ap- 

point meet Perſons in dividing real Eſtates, when no 

Perſon is appointed by .Will ; or when thoſe appoin- 
ted refuſe or negle& to make a Diviſion. 


JJ HEREAS it ſometimes happens that real Eſtate given by Will, is ordered by 
the Teſtator to be divided among N two or more Legatees, and no Perſon 

apprinted in ſaid Mill for the dividing thereof ;, or the Perſon appointed may ne- 

gent or refuſe to make ihe ſaid Diviſion, or die before he hath made the ſame. 


DE it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
E aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when and as often as 
it ſo happens in either of theſe Caſes, it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
- WCourc of Probate in the County where ſuch real Eſtate is, to appoint three 
WF recholders to make a Diviſioa thereof according to fuch Will, as the 


„Law provides for the dividing Inteſtate Eſtates. 
of | 


vat 


ny War a General Aſſembly holden at Hartford, on Thurſday the ninth Day of 
it. May, Anno Domini, One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen. 

Thi | 
not 
ach 


\n Act concerning Purchaſes of Native Rights to Land. 


THIS Aſſembly obſerving many Difficulties and Perplexities ariſing in this 
ot Government, by Reaſon of many Purchaſes of Land made of Indian Titles, 
this|-/20ut the preceeding Allowante, or ſubſequent Approbation of this Aſſembly: 
On Which to remove; 

and 7 is hereby Enacted and Declared by this Aſſembly, and the Authority thereof, 
„hi That no Title to any Lands in this Colony can accrue by any Purchaſe 
and hade of Indians, on Pretence of their being Native Proprietors thereof, 
ge a chout the Allowance or Approbation of this Aſſembly. 


nd it is hereby Reſolved, That no Conveyance of Native Right, or Indian 
tle, without the Allowance or Approbation of this Aſſembly, as aforeſaid, 
al be given in Evidence of any Man's Title, or pleadable in any Court. 


Je en 
inte 
be a 
falle 
„ im 
18 and 
eat 
nr 


ns, Alienations of the vacant Lands. 
r thel ; 


pf Fü ORA MH as divers Perſons have preſumed to enter upon, 


— 


- 


Domini, One thouſand ſeven hundred and eightter.. 


a General Aſſembly held at New- Haven, the ninth Day of Ofober, Anno 


TUB in tbe Bounds of this Colony, and belonging to the Governor and 


mpany of the ſame, by Grant from the Crown of Great Britain, 
er Pretence of their having a Right and Property in the ſaid 
nds, without any legal Conveyance thereof firſt obtained from this 
poration ; whereby many Perſons have been greatly defrauded, 
% Diſorders occafioned, divers Quarrels excitea, very conſidera- 
Charge has been, and now is like to be brought upon the Govern- 
% and the orderly Settlement of Plantations fruſtrated; Which 
"refs are likely to continue, and increaſe, unleſs ſufficient Reme- 
e provided. cl | 
p 3 


Act for the preventing unlawful Entries upon, and 


Ne Improve, Diſpoſe, and make Sale of divers Tracis of Land. 


Preamble; 


Courts cf 
probate to 
appoint three 
freeholders 
to divide real 
eſtates. 


Preamble. 


No title from 
Indian pur- 
chaſe, unleſs; 
&c. 


Indian title 
not pleadable 
in any couft. 


Preamble, 


/ 


ACTI AND LAT. 


— 


= - — 


Lands. 


B E it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in Gene 


Penalty of 
10]. on any 


perſons who 


enter on 
lands before 
a legal con- 
veyance. 


Or having 
already en- 
tered, &c. 
the like pen- 


alty. 


n 
SES 


Entry and 


poſſeſſion not 
make a title. 


Proviſo. 


Proprietors 
OI loſt 
their bounds, 
3 freeholders 
to be choſen, 
and {worn to 
ſet up and fix 
the bounds, 
Kc. 


5 


Proviſg. 


make to him or them a Title to any public Lands, or ſuch as have 1 


Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace) be recovered if need be, by D. 


Land be diſſatisfied with the Bounds ſo fixed, nothing in this Act oi 


-- . Wi + — 2 —— 


— . 


Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whatſoever Perky 
or Perſons ſhall under any pretence enter upon any Part of faid Land 
claiming Right, or improve, diſpoſe of, and alienate any Tract or Parc 
thereof, before he or they ſhall obtain a legal Conveyance from this Cor 
poration of the ſame, ſhall incur the Penalty of Tex Pounds for every ſuck 
Offence : To be recovered in any of the Courts of common Pleas with 
this Colony; one Moiety of which Penalty ſhall be to the Treaſury ; 
the Colony, and the other Moiety to him or them who ſhall proſecute th 
ſame to effect. . 

And whatever Perſon or Perſons have entered claiming, and improv 
any Part or Parcel of ſuch Land, and ſhall continue ſo to do, at any Ting 
after one Year next enſuing the End of the preſent Seſſions of this Aſn 
bly ſhall be expired, ſhall incur the like Penalty for every ſuch Offence 
To be recovered and difpoſed of in like Manner; and fo, as often as any 
the ſaid Offences ſhall be committed, G 4; 


And it is bereby further declared and enabled, That no Perſon or Perſy 
ſhall be taken, or eſteemed by any Entry: or Poſſeſſion whatſoever, i 


| 


been legally conveyed by the Governor and Company of this Colony. 
Always provided, Nothing in this Act be conſtrued to reſpect : 
Lands in any Townſkip within this Colony, except in the Townſhip ( 


Afford. 


* 


At a General Aſſembly held at New-Haven, the eighth Day of OZ: | 
Anno Domini, One thouſand ſeven hundred and nineteen. | 


An Act for preventing great Inconveniencies whi 
may happen by the loſs or uncertainty of tl 
Bounds of Land. 


PE i4 enaed by the Governor, Council and. Repreſentatives, in General Cit 
| embled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when the Propricti 
of adjoitiihg Lands, have loſt their Bounds, and connot agree to the fix 
of them, upon Application made by One or more of ſaid Proprietors to 
Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peat 
(notice being firſt given to the Proprietors concerned in the faid La 
that they may be heard, if they ſee cauſe) ſhall appoint Three F ree-ho” 
ers, being Perſons diſintereſted ; which Free-holders, or any Two of th; 
being firſt ſworn by the ſaid Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, to a& "if 
impartiality therein, ſhall have power, and are hereby impowered, e 
up and fix ſuch bounds between them; and the Bounds which ſhall b. 
fixed, ſhall be entered in the Records of the Town where ſuch Lands 
and remain the Bounds of ſuch Lands; and the whole Charge that 
ariſe by the ſettling ſuch Bounds as aforeſaid, (ſhall being allowed by | 


granted by the ſaid Affiſtant or Juſtice, againſt ſuch Proprietor or 
prietors as ſhall make Application as atoreſaid. | ; 
Provided nevertheleſs, That if any ſuch Proprietor or Proprieto' 


Proceedings thereon, ſhall be underſtood to hinder fuch Proprietor f 
bringing any Action whatſoever, for the maintaining of his Right te, "WW; 
covering the Poſſeſſion of ſuch Land, as by the ſetting up ſuch Bound 

aforeſaid, fhall be taken or with-held from him. 


Provided alſo, That when the Bounds ſo ſet up ſhall happen to 7 
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Land. 
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nd true Bounds, Kody in "Uh fad ARion all be given ** oy {aid 
Proprietor to recover the meas] according to the Bounds ſer P, as 
foreſaid. 1 8 ke or | 


* 


Deb eee) obo Aches e Tharthe ſaid Thee 


OVe( 
[ing ree-hokders ſhall take this mme V% r-. — go a 
_ 20. 3 PIs 4 


U A B. and G being appointed to renew, * nod. ſet vp 
1 Bounds between the Land of D. E. and F. G. at 21 

cording to the true, real, and juſt Right of the ſaid Parties: ! You: and 
ach of you do ſwear by the Name of the Everliving 'GON,:that having 
card the Pleas of the ſaid Parties, and Evidences given in by them rela- 
ng to tlie ſaĩid Bounds ; all Prejudice and Partiality being laid aſide, you 
e Mill erect the! ſaid Boundszaccording) tothe true and juſt Right "4 <9 EY 
arties, by. your beſt Skill and rs Ao So belp yo Gods. . :Y 


* 2 550 
nip +> e 8 0.57% 
J. 5 A côncérning W Witneſſes to Wilks, | 
DS 1-113 2144191 AI ee % ; 7 


7 Ei it — by the Governor, Council, _ er LY in General Court 
3 aſſembled and by the Authority ef the ſame, That no Wills or Teſtaments 
aring Date) at any Time after the firſt Day. of January text enſuing we 
ad of the preſent Seſſions of, this Aﬀerbly,, wherein there ſhall be any 

ile or Deviſes of real Eſtate, ſhall be | held, gp2d good and allowed for an) fach 
viſe or Deviſes, if they are not witnoſſed by Three Wären ;, all of 
em igning, in Preſence 0 of the . DE 


U 


- 
8 „ 


al Cu ta « Camas Aſtembiy held at JIE] the twelfth Day of My, Anno 
pre Domini, One 7 bouſand ſeven Hundred and sency. | 


rs 0 An A& to enable Guardians to divide Lands Ge; 


. YN > Cd * AM} 0 


d La HE REA there art nam Parcel of Land in this G overnment, which 

eve erz, and til! are Veld . ſeveral Perſons in Partnerſhip, or as Ten- 
of tir in mn, or in Jormt- Trnancy: Aud il hath often Jo fallen out, that one 
the Partners or Tenahti have died Before any Diviſion hath been made, and 
2d, 10 ei Heir 25 to Inherit ſach© Lands, being Minors; wat 5 ſurviving 
hall * uk, ar Te enants are hog in their Improvement, 


that M dan "41, :- Which to prevent: . 


d by 5 ya it 22 ty 61 Sean Couſeiſ and Rebreſentarivis, i ebe FRE 
p aſſembled © 60 by the. Authority of. the ſame, That the Guardians of all 
r or Inors mai, and are deen (with 0 the Aſſiſtance of ſuch Perſons as the 
dure of Pri obate ſhall for ch that end appoint fully impowered to make Divi- 
wg * ſuch Land wich the ſurviving Partners or Tenants, as fully and 
f as, the e Partners We Tenants might or could have done: 
etot VL uch MI abe WIN piety nd Aſſig &n$ ſhall be hats bound and 
1990 nf ſoch. Divi 12 80 tm; Ide © af cheir Guardians. | 
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© Ahd all Perſons having Right in any ſuch Land, upon ſuch A ppoing 
6 Diese & L.. N ln 


. 
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At a General Afembly held at New-Hoven, the thirteenth Day of Ot 
Anno Domini, One thoxſand ſeven bundrad end iwenty. — 


A Ae for the Partition of Lands, ce. 


BE it tnafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives in General Cut 
— aſſembid, ani by the Authority of the ſains, That all Perſons having 
holding; or that ſhall at any time bereafter have or hold any Lands, To 
nements, or Hereditaments as Coparceners, Joint-Tenants, or Tenants uf 
the Partners cannot agree to make Partition among themſelves. © | 

Provided "always, That this Act extend not to Town-Conimong « 


Nn N — — — —— — — 
At a General Aſſembly held in Neu Hater on the eleventh Day of Od 
ber, Anno Domini, Oue thouſand even hundred and twenty two. + 
An Act for preventing Treſpaſſes on the Lands df 
this Colony, by illegal Purchaſes thereof from th 
Indians. 95 1 o "Tis. WD. 8 5 r e 
3 nn e | 6 a 71 N. bs 
jb BI HE RE AHS this Afembly have been informed; that n. 
1 Gy the anvient Laus of this Colony to the contra 
Hy, Sore Per ſorts have pretended to purchaſe of Indians their Rigi. 
. 6s Natives, of many tonfidtrable Tratts of Land hing within th 
Colony : And although all ſuch Deeds when obtained without i 
Leave and Conſent of this Aſſembly, are by the ſaid Law declared 
be ipſo facto, void. Tit under colour of ſuch Deeds, Perſons 1 
acquainted with the ſaid Laws may be impoſed upon, arrei ved. 
. greatly wronged, as well as the Settlement of ſuch Lands in Plat 
tations, aue flan- to the End expreſſed in our Charter, bindred. 


„ 


* For the prevention whereof: . 
BE it enadted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Ci 
- efembled, and by the Authority, of the ſame, That whoſoever ſhall pa 
Hae to purchaſe any Lands within the Bounds of this Colony, of iſ 
ndians whatſoever, without the Leave of this Aſſembly. hereafter firſt h 
and obtained; under colour or pretence of ſuch Indians being the Prop! 
tors of ſaid Lands by a Native Right; or ſhall having purchaſed of a 
Indians, Lands in ſuch manner, without leave of this Aſſembly firſt ha 
or the Cophrmation, of this Aſſembly afterwards obtained, . preſume 
make any S le of, or any Settlements. upon any Lands fo purchaſed, eve 
| Perſon who ſhal in any ſuch manner tranſgreſs, and be eof convictt 
in the County Court, or in the Superior Court of that County where 1v 
1 8 ſhall he, ſhall incur the Penalty of Fifty Pounds to the Treaſury 
1s Colony, | IT 0 F are. 
And whatſoever Perſon or Perſons ſhall ſuffer any wrong by Mean 


ſuch Sale or Settlement, as aforeſaid, ſhall recover in either of the . 
ales, Courts, upon Proof of ſuch wrong by him ſuffered, Treble Dam N 


againſt the Perſon or Perſons ſo wronging of him. 


4073 47ND. — % 
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2 General Aſſembly held at Harford, tliè 9 Day — _— 
Domini, One 3houſand ſeven hundred and twenty-three. + 


an AQ for the better eſtabliſhing and Edie ioh 
of the Titles of Land anciently obtained in Town- 
ſhips, according to the manner or cuſtom heretofore 
uſed ; and for preventing contentions about the ſume. 


HERE AS it was anciently caſlomary for Trent fo te feb 
tled; and th? Lands in ihem contained, to be died of by 

ivißon, or orberwiſe, to particular Per ſons, ur ſpecial uſes by the 
Inbabitants of the ſaid 'Towns in Town- Meeting aſſembled eofter 

lich cuſtom or munner, particular Perſons obtained ro theinſeives. 
ain Suuntities of the ſaid Land, which they. held and diſpoſed. of. 
their own proper Eftate of Inheritance z and otver Nuancities, or 

Parcels of the ſaid Lind 4 i ſu 
ithout being divided or diſpeſad of to any Perſon or Uſe 2 — 
ere ſtill confidered and allowed to br in e diſpeſitien of 
nbabitants aſſembled in ſuch 7 on- Meetings, by mw get + 2 
boſe preſent. + 

| And whereas it was afterwards thought needful chat the Pro er- 
jr and Eater obtained in tht aforeſaid Manier or Catom ivit bis 
r Townſhips, ſhould be confirmed to the ſeveral Pro EG of beni. 
nud ratified dy Deeds or Patents under. fp Seal of this, Colony, to 


nem and their Heirs forever, {inaſmuch as His Majeſty. King 


1 


;FHARLES che Second, bad under the Great deal of n, 
a thi onted tbe whole Tract of Land, comprebending ſaid Tuumſpipi, t 
ge Governor and Compuny of this Colony } that the Proprirtoy. 47 
red cb Eftates fo obtained and hid by vote and conſent bf ſueh Touhl 
ys 1 their Meetings, might be thereby furniſhed with ancoutiftible Evi- 
d, ae of their baving and holding the ſame under the Crown of 
Planſ@reat- Britain. 
red. By means of which Deeds or "Patents | granted to fuck Perſme, 
bo were alſo according to the ancient cuſtom or manner of diſpoſing. 
C Lands in our Town- Meetings, the true and lawful Owners and 
ll ere of fuch Eftates, the- ſaid Lands which rhey bel in fac 
ns, either in ſeveralty vr in commun, becume both by tuſtomn, and 
iſt Ml Seal of this Colony, an tnidoubred ſeabful Eflate of Tnberitarice, 
2. lem and their Heirs ; and the undivided and commbn Lands in 
> b Town, ſuch Proprietors might baue divided immediately among 
Fame pmſelves, or otherwiſe diſpeſed of agreeably bath to the ancient 
d, eve Mm, and the Title ratified and confirmed by the ſaid Deeds or Pa- 
on vile, ond not ſilſfered any other Perfoms to have Patt in them or 
ere "> } Right He Title to vote or ald in the dividing or difpofing of fach 
vr) non L a 
15 Had whereds notwithPabding 795 aid Deeds or Palinti ebtatiitl, 
= „ alli cuſtom ſuch an Estate in them, that they might 404 them 
" " themſelves, or otherwiſe diſpoſe of them; and bud alſo ub 


vt | a... 9 
v 2 4 
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ch Towns which remained in common 


Proprietors of ſuch Common Landi, who Bad according to the 


5 e 4 I an cu,, of the Bare which * 
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they had in thoſe common Lands, as well as in their particular Pri 
perties, to themſelves and their heirs forever, by Virtue of which 
they had juſt Power and Right to at and do by way of dividing u 
dipeſing of ſuch common Lands without ſuffering any other Perſon 
«who ſhonldafter wards become Inhabitants of the ſaid Towns, to be cons 
cerned und att with themtherein ; the faid Proprietors did for a. con. 


fiderable number of Years in many of our Towns, truly conſent au 


agree that the ſaid common Lands might in whole or in part be ach. 
ally divided or diſpoſed of by the major Vote of the Inhabitants. 


fuch Towns'in Meeting efſembled, and did themſoluves at and vo! 


with others in ſuch Town Meetings, in the dividing and dijpofing 


Juth common Landi, by meant of which Acts and Votes many Perſu 


have obtained particular Eltates to themlelves, which if they ſhould b 


3 called in Queſtion anddefeatedbecauſe not obtained by the ſole AF ofth | 


Grants, &c. 
of Lands, 
heretofore 
made at town 
meetings, to 
be good and 
valid. 


And to be 
held ſuch, as 
if, &c. 


Undivided 
Nene to be- 
long to the 
proprietors. 


Said Proprietors, would be tontrary to the true intent and meaning 


the ſaid Proprietors, and prove very prejudicial to thoſe Per ſons i 


their Heirs; tho have been brought into them with the real Conſul 


of the ſuid Proprietor; by which real Conſent, ſaid Proprietors an 
all that hold under them,” ought to be eſtopped and barred againſt al 
Pretenſions or Pleas of Right which they may alledge to the contrary 


E it therefore.enatted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives in Gm 
ral Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all ſuc 
Grants, Diviſions, or Diſpoſitions of ſuch common Lands, made accordin 
to ancient Cuſtom in any Town Meetings, ſhall be held and taken to b 
and lawful, to all Intents, and as effectual in Law as if the full an 
ample Conſent of the ſaid Proprietors had been in any other Way than b 
ſuch their Acting or real Conſent obtained; and all Eſtates in Land obtaind 
and holden in ſuch Manner by the Votes and Acts of Town-Meetings, 
well ſince as before the Confirmation of the Proprietors in ſuch Towns, | 
their Eſtates. there, by Patent under the Seal of this Colony, as aforeſa 
are hereby declared to be. ty | E 


Andit is bereby Enatted, That they ſhall be accepted al aken to be god 
h 


and lawful Eſtates to ſuch as ſo have and hold them, as they might or coul 
be if the conſent of the ſaid Proprietors in the granting of them could! 
proved under the Hand and Seal of ſuch Proprietors, | 


Intereſt the aforeſaid Proprietors, by Cuſtom as well as Deed, have in an 
common or undivided Lands in any Towns, which they have not by the 
free Conſent as before expreſſed, or otherwiſe diſpoſed of, or ſuffered to! 
divided or diſpoſed of, is and ſhall be allowed, and taken to be their prop 
Eftate : And that no Perſon whatſoever by becoming an Inhabitant of fu 
Town, or by any other Means againſt or without the Conſent of fuch F 
prietors, ſhall be taken or eſteemed to haye any Eſtate, Title, Right or! 
mt hens eee eee NG | | 
And all ſuch Proprietors of any remaining common or undivided Lan 
in any Town or Place whatſoever, or ſuch as legally repreſent them. 
hereby allowed to have their Meetings in ſuch reſpective Towns; to cho 
their Clerk, ta enter and record their Votes and Doings, who ſhall be ſoc 
before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace: And all Records of their Vol 
and Doings, atteſted by him, be admitted as lawful Evidence, And 
faid Proprietors in fuch Meetings, ſhall have full Power (after the anc? 
Cuſtom and Manner in Towns) by their major Votes in ſuch their Meet 


(to be reckoned according to their Intereſt in ſuch Common Land) ' 


gulate, improve, manage and divide ſuch Common Land, in ſuch Mat 
and Proportion as they ſhall ſee good. Prforit 


—— — — 


Aunditis bereby alſo furtber Declared and Enadted, That whatſoever Part 
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Provided, That where the bedr; in any Town have by any Vote of 
heirs upon Record in their Ton, obliged themſelves to act for the future, 

any other Method in dividing the undivided Land in ſuch Townſhips, 
uch Vote being the, Act of ſaid, Proprietors, ſhall be and remain valid and 
inding againſt ſuch Proprietors, and their Heirs ; and the undivided Lands 
"" W-tcrred to in ſaid Vote, divided and held according to ſuch Vote; any 
NF bing in this Act to the contraty notwithſtanding. - . 


Vn Alſe provided, That this Act, nor any Thing therein contained, ſhall not 
anlWe taken to intead that any Power is given to aoy Proprietors, to divide 
Ju- Nd ſet out Fn Lands ſequeſtered for Towns Commons. 

0 


\n Act for enabling] part of thi Executors of. Wills to 


%% Lands deviſed to be ſold, where part of them 
4% refuſe Executorſhip. 
fi | 


EREAS Lands and Teneinents are by fro Perſens i in ibiir lf Wills and 
Teftaments, deviſed to be ſold by their Executors er their Deceaſe, for pay- 
ent of Debts, Lagacies, or other Uſes. 

And whereas it ſometimes bappens that Part of "Y Executors named by ſuch 
Teſtator, refuje Executor ſhip ; whereby it becomes very difficult, if not impracti- 
% to fulfil jaid Wills, Part of aid Executors not having ſufficient Power in 
aw to [ell ſaid Lands /o deviſed, as aforeſaid. 


or preventing all Diſputes and Coitroviriies that might bereafier ariſe 
concern.ng the Validity of ſuch Sales: 


| d Eit Enatted, Reſelved and Declared, by the Governor, Council and Repreſen- 
WF” iatives, in General Court aſſembled; and by the Authority of the ſame, That 
Il Sales of any Lands or Tenements that have heretofore been made, or 
Wcreafter ſhall he made within this Colony, by any Executor or Executors, 
Ile Part of the Executors named by ſuch Teſtator, ſhall be as good and 
ffectual in the Law, where Part of the Executors refuſe as aforeſaid, as if 
boſe who ſo refuſe had joined in the Sale of ſuch Lands or Tenements. 


ents made, or that ſnall be made by any Executor or Executors otherwiſe 
an according to, and in Fulfilment of * Willl of their Teſtator, allowed 
Id approved in Court: But that all Sales, Alienations, Act or Acts of 
ny Executor or Executors tending to the Prejudice or Deſtruction of the 
ight of any Legatees to any Lands or Tenements made otherwiſe, ſhall 
and remain void, and of no F orce in n the Law, as they were before che 
. of this Act. 


* te 

d cot 62 505 : : | 
propſſft a General Aſtembly held at New-Haven, on the tenth Day of Otober; 
of ſoq Anno Domini, One thouſand ſeven bundred and twenty three. 

. n act in addition to an Act, made and paſſed in the 
* 


Day of May laſt, intitled, An Aci for the better 
Bf bt; ;ſhing * Confirmation of the Titles of Land, 
anciently obtained in Townſhips, according to the Man- 
ner or Cuſtom heretofore uſed ; and Fd preventing 


Contentions about the ſame.” _ 


4 j HEREAS it is in ſaid AF provided, That allſuch dee of any re- 
maining Commonor undivideꝗ Land in any Townor Place whatſoever, 
* 0 


Providh. 


Proviſa 


Sales of land 
by executors, 


good & valid, 
altho', &c. 


Provided, This Act extend not to confirm any Sales of Lands or Tene: 


Proviſo. 


General Aſſembly held at Hartford, on the ninth. 
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Preamble. 


Eſtates ſet- 


tled accord- 


am valid, | 
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* or ſuch as legally repreſent them, are hereby allowed to have their Me; 
in ſuch reſpeQive Towns, to chooſe their Clerk, to enter and record t 
r | | 

And whereas there is no Dire#ion given in ſaid Af for their regular cal, 
together ſuch Proprietors- Meeting : | 


7 T is therefore enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives in ( 
neral Court aſſembled, and by the Autherity of the ſame, That when a 
ſo often as any five (or more) of the Proprietors of ſuch Common, or und 
vided Lands ſhall judge a Proprietors Meeting to be neceflary, they mi 
ing Application to an Aſſiſtant, or a Juſtice of the Peace within the Coun 
wherein ſuch Lands lie, for a Warrant for the calling of a Meeting of 
Proprietors, expreſſing the Time, and Place, Occaſion, and Bufinels 
the Meeting: that ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice is hereby impowered to gru 
a Warrant for ſuch Meeting accordingly, directed to one of the Propry 
tors aſking the ſame; requiring ſaid Proprietors to warn all the Prepri 
tors reſiding in ſaid Townſhip, of the Time, Place, and Occaſion for | 
Meeting, at leaſt ſix Days before ſaid Meeting; and alſo to ſet up a) 
tification in Writing, poſted up in ſome public Place under the Hand 
ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice, at leaſt twenty Days before ſuch Meeting, toget 
with the Time, Place, ard Occaſion thereof ; Which Warning and N 
tification made and given according to ſaid Warrant, ſhall be deemed ſu 
cient Warning of a Proprietors Meeting according to {aid Act. 
And the Proprietors in any lawful Meeting ſo aſſembled, ſhall havef 
Power to agree upon any other Way or Method for warning their i; 
Meeting for the future, as they think fir. | 
And the Proprietors Clerk ſhall take the following Oath, 
L TJHEREAS you N. C. are choſen Clerk of this Propriety, Vi 
ſwear by the Name of the ever-living GOD, that you will tu 
and faithfully attend and execute the Place and Office of a Proprief 
Clerk for the ſaid Proprietors according to your beſt Skill, and nu 
Entry of all ſuch Votes as ſhall be made according to Law, and deli 
true Copies of the ſame when they ſhall be required of you, taking on 
your juſt Fees. So help you God. 


—_ — 


An Act for preventing the Sales of the real Eſtates ( 
Heireſles, without their Conſent. 


Areas in the firſt Settlement of this Colony, Land was of lit 
Value, in Compariſon with what it is now ; by which Mean 
became a general Cuſtom, that the real Eftate any Perſon, ww 
either by Deſcent or by Will, became the Eftate of his Daug ble 
whether they were ſeiſed of it at the Time of their Marriage ; 
whether it deſcended or came to them during their Covertmre, beco. 
thereby the proper and ſole Eſtate of their Huſbands, and might 6t 
him alienated or diſpoſed of without the Knowledge or Conſent of /" 
Wives; and @ great Number of Eſtates having been thus ſettled 
remain to this Day. "1 r ares | 

And whereas by Reaſon of the preſent Value, Uſefulneſs and Secu"' 
of real Eſtate, the ſuffering of ſuch a Cuſtom any longer to obtain ws 
be attended with much Inconveniency and Wrong, although for 
Time paſs'd the Cuſtom which has obtained ought to be holden $00" 


E it therefore enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in 
neral Court afſempha, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Eſt: 


1 kb + ww K wa, 


. 


which 


| Lands. 


— — 


- 


be, and are hereby declared to be good and valid. 

And that for the future, any real Eſtate, whereof any Woman at the 
Time of her Marriage is ſeized as her Eſtate of Inhericance, or does during 
ſuch Coverture, become fo, either by deſcent or otherwiſe, ſhall not be 
alienable by her Huſband's Deed, without her Conſent, teſtified by her 
Hand and Seal to ſuch Deed and Acknowledgement of rhe fame before 
an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace. 

And that all Sales or Alienations of ſuch Eſtate, whether abſolute or 
conditional, which ſhall hereafter be made without ſuch Conſent witneſſed 

and acknowledged, as aforeſaid, are hereby declared, and made to be ip/ 
Fago, void. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Wife at the Time of ſuch Alienation 
of ſuch Eſtates to her belonging, did actually refuſe to give her Aſſent to 
ſuch Sale made by her Huſband, that then ſhe ſhall be underſtood and 


taken to hold the ſaid Eſtate; and neither ſhe, nor her Heirs ſha}l be bar- 


red from Recovery of the ſame : Provided, They bring an Action for it 
within the Time limited by the Law, entituled, An A# (or Ads) concerning 
Poſſeſſion of Houſes, Lands, Sc. any Law, Ulage, or Cuſtom to the contrary 
CEO 


An Act 3 * 3 e * Lands WA by 
Towns or Proprietors, to be Fad and valid. 


HERE AS ſome Perſons have in Time paſt, moved to ſeveral 
Towns in this Colony, to exchange Lands with them, 
particular Conveniency : And the Cuſtom hath been for the Town, 
in Compliance with their Motion, ts uſe no other Formality therein, 


ve only to make an Entry thereof, or of the Land given by them in 


xchange, in the Records of the Town : And ſome are or may be ſo 
njuſt as to retain or re-enter upon the Land propoſed by them to be 
given in Exchange, as aforeſaid, having other Lands in Lieu of them 
to them ſecured by the Grant or Record of the ſaid Town as des 


Which Injuſtice to prevent: 
DE it enafed by the Governor, Council aud Repreſentatives, in Cemal Court 
? aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whenſoever it ſhall ap- 


„Near on the Trial of any Caſe, that che Land in Controverſy was gi ven, or 


urreadered up unto the Town, in Manner as aforeſaid, and other Lands 


Wecured to him or them by Grant and Record thereof, as aforeſaid, that he 


yho makes Claim thereunto, ſhall be concluded thereby, and be eſtopped 
om pleading any precedent Title which he had thereunto; any Law, 
age or Cuſtom to the conthary War 


. 
= _ — 


ta had Aſſembly held at - Hariferd, on the 3 Day of May; 
Anno Domini, One thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty-ſeven. 


in Act to prevent Frauds, Quarrels and Diſturbances 


which have been alienated and ſettled according to the ſaid Cuſtom ſhall 


for their 


Deeds of rea! 
eſtate from 
fume covert, 
without the 
conſent of het 


huſband, 


void; 


A proviſe, 


Vide p. 11# 


Preamble, 


Lands giv en 
in exchange 
to towns, or 
proprietors, 
any perſon 
makingelaim 
thereto to be 


eſtopped. 


in Bargains, Sales, Leaſes or other Alienations of 


Land, &c. in this Government. 


H 7 S Aſſembly obſerving the growing Inconveni en on V this Government by 
Means of too many taking in Hand, bearing up or upholding of Quarrels 

| mad z to tbe Diſturbance of TO Right and the Peace and N * 77 
| the © 


Preamble, 


1 
„mm 3 
ps 
— " i * — 
22 > 2 at =; © ö n — 2 A 
ot Ws — 4 * Ee AP + * KG 3 r * 
276 — « — +4 — Fn — © us... SS 4 


ACTI AND LAW 8. 


be null and 


Lands. 


— — _ _ 


All fraudu- 
tent bargains 
in ſales and 
alienations of 
land 7 e. to 


void. 


Perſons at- 
tempting to 
give or re- 
ceive any 
ſuch fraudu- 
lent writing, 
&c.. 


Proprietors 
to make rates 
20 defray ne- 
ceſſary char- 
ges, &c. 


the good People in this Government: Which tendeth to their Impoverifoment,h 


Writing for · the transferring any Right or Title to any Lands, Tene, 


— 


the Miſpence of Time and Treaſure. 


1 8 Which to prevent: | 

E it Enafted and Declared, by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, i 
General Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, "That all Bar. 
gains, Sales, Leaſes. or other Alienations for Years, Lite, Lives or for. 
ever, or for any other Term or Time whatſoever, of any Lands, Ten. 
ments or Hereditaments within this Colony, whereof the Leaſor, Vendor, 
Grantor, or the Perſon that doth otherways execute any Inſtrument in 


ments or Hereditaments to another Perſon or Perſons, the preſent Pe. 
ſeſſor thereof only excepted, is diſſeiſed or outed of the Poſſeſſion thereof 
by the Entry, Poſſeſſion and Improvement of any other Perſon or Perſons; 
or that does claim or challenge to have Right or, Title to any Lands, Te. 
nements or Hereditaments by Force and Virtue of any Title or Claim 
alicne from, and in Oppoſition to the Title granted by the Royal Charte 
to this Corporation, and not warranted by the Laws of this Colony, ſha 
be null and void, and of no Effect in the Law for the transferring an 
conveying any of the pretended Rights or Titles above deſcribed, to au 
Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, For the more effeæctuſ 
preventing the Miſchief aforeſaid, That whoſoever ſhall attempt by any ln 
ſtrument in Writing under his Hand, to alienate any of the Claims 0 
Rights above deſcribed, in any tuch Manner as is above declared to h 
void, and ineffectual in the Law, or ſhall receive any Conveyance there 
to him or them; ſhall forfeit one Half of the Value of the Lands attempt 
ed to be alienated, as aforeſaid. To be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or I 
formation, in any Court proper to hear and determine the fame : Whera 
the one Half ſhall be to the Informer that ſhall proſecute the ſame to H 
fect, and the other Half of the Penalty to the Treaſury of this Colony. WW 


n _ ” 
* ** _— 


At a General Aſſembly held at New-Haven, on the twelfth Day of Oz: 5 
Anno Domini, One thouſand ſeven bundred and twenty-ſeven. L 


An Act for enabling the Proprietors of the common ant 
_ undivided Lands, (declared, by an Act of this Afﬀen 


bly, made at Hartford, the ninth Day of May, A. 
1723, to belong to the Proprietors, and not to ti 
Towns) to make Rates to defray the neceſſary Char5: 
ges ariſing in the defending, protecting or managin - 
the ſame: alſo to make Exchanges of ſaid comma, 
Land for the procuring needful and conveniy: 
High-ways. 


E it enafed by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General cu 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Proprietors 
the ſaid Common or undivided Land in any Town in this Colony, are be 
by fully impowered at any of their legal Meetings, by their major Voit, 
make a Rate or Rates as occaſion ſhall require, for the defraying the nl 
ſary Charges ariling on ſaid Propriety, and to appoint Collectors for 
athering in the ſame; who ſhall be inveſted with the ſame Power as' 
Collefrs of Towa Rates are by Lay inveſted with, and ſhall makes 
a men 
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* 
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1 gent of the Money by them colieted, to the Pro ee a appointing Fm 
For to their Order, on the fame Penalties, and 95 under che ſame Regu- 
lations as the Collectors of Town Rates are. 


And it is funther evadied by the Authority aforeſaid, That the faid Proprir- Proprietors 
or. tors are hereby tully impowered at their Meetings, as aforeſaid, to make to make ex- 


0c. Exchanges of any ot the common Land, for needful and convenient High- changes of 


MT. g 2 * 
. 6 _ 


— —— ——_ 
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lor ways in faid Town or Place, with any of the Proptietors, Iobabitants, or —＋ 1 
© nl Owners of ſuch Land, as ſhall be judged meſt convenient and needful by > 6 f 
ae he Proprietors afareſaid, which cxcbanges ſhall be entred in the ſaid Pro. 


Pol prietors Baak ef Recards, and fhall be held good and valid, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes, to the uſe of the Perſon. or Pertons receiving the ſame, and 
to his and their Heirs and Aſſigns forever. And all Exchanges betetofore 
made for the End aforcſaid, (ball alſo be held goad and valid to all Intents 
and P urpoſes. 

Always 2, That the major Part of che Brogrietars (co be comp ated . ee: 
by ho Intereſt of fuch common and undivided Land) do not Son n 
againſt ſuch Exchange, and enter their Froteſf with the Clerk af ſuch 
Propriety within _ 88885 after ſuch „ 18 — 
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Ar a General Aﬀembly beld at © Hertford on he eighth * wy Moy, 
Anno Domini, One thouſand ſevey hundred and Fwenty nine. 


Hereas the Pro prietors of. Jotte ancient Tens in this 8 e, 
which were ſettled before any Patents were granted out i them, 
d agree, or accuftom — to divide the common or undivided 
Lond; wit bun their Townſhips. among ves, according to the 
ethods and the Intereſts and Proportions, as by themſelves were 
greed on or conſented to; and did not gramt their Lands in Town 
eetings, as ſame other Towns in this Colony have done, and have 
ontinued to practice according to their ſaid. ancient C .o i in the 
Diuifons of their common Landl from Time ip Time to this . 
| Mnd whereas many of the ancient Proprietars in ſuch Townſhips, 
n ane /old not only Divifiens ſa abtained, but alſo' a conſideraùle — 
ſſem bei Inter eſtæe and Proportions in ſaid common Land, and there- 
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4.1 4 the Parchaſers thereof have abtained confderable Eftates to | 
TIT „in the Manner and Form aforeſaid. i 
o UW Jad wobercas fame Doubt hath ariſen whether the Lew wad May 1 


* 
<a 5 — 
— 
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Chaſß be ninth, One thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty-three, entituled, 
ag] An Af for the better Eſtabliſhing and Confirmation of Titles of 

1 and, ancientiy obtained in Townſhips according to the Cuſtom here- 
MY. ore uſed ; and for the preventing Contentions about the Jame,” doth 
entWf:3u2/! ly quiet and confirm Titles obtained in the Form aforeſaid. 


—— — 
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Whereupon a Queſtion ariſes, and is put to this Aſſembly, namely, 


a 7 — — 


dean FHETHER Dt iſpoſetions of Lands made- by the 'Proprietors of 
are uf any Town in this Government, and the Divifions and Interefts | queſtion; N 
Voile, latned in the Form gforeſaid, be within tbe Equity 14 the AF bs 
2 orefaid a Confirmation, of ſuch Intereſts and Div ons? 0 0 
* 1 RESOLVED by this Aﬀembly i in the. Affirmative. | | 8 0 
aake! — a ae e eee eee 8 tive. 0 
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ACTS AND LAWS. 


Lands. Laſciviouſneſs. 


— 


Preamble. 


veys are made and recorded in the ſeveral Towns where the Lands lie. 


Partition of 
lands not 
compleat, till 
ſurvey'd and 
recorded. 


and recorded as aforeſaid ; and ſhall be eſteemed as an Eſtate in comme 


At a General Aſſembly held in New-Haven, on the eleventh Day of 08 


. Prietors in any Town ſhalt refuſe or negle& to chooſe Perſons to lay 04 


County fur- 
veyors to lay 
out grants of 
land when 
proprietors 
refuſe or ne- 
glect. 


Preamble. 


Perſons guil- 
ty of laſcivi- 
ous carriage 
and behavi- 
our, to be fi- 
ned, or im- 
priſoned, ſent 
to the houſe 
of correction, 
or corporally 
puniſhed. 


Twenty, and not yet laid out; or if ſuch Perſons be choſen, and do n 


County Surveyor of that County in which ſaid Town ſhall lie, ſhall | 
thereunto required) lay out any ſuch Grant; which laying out ſhall be go 


An Act for the preventing diſputes which might aril 
in the Partition of Bands. 


THIS Aſembiy obſerving that Diſputes do or may ariſe, wherihy ihe Pa. 

tition of Lands whereof there are many Proprietors, may be very mull 
perplexed for want of a fixed and determinate Period wherein the Right and pn 
perty of ſaid Lands are changed from a common to a particular Intereft, by Men 
of Entries which may be made thereon either by Strangers, or any of the Propyiz 
tors in common, after un agreeement to make Partition, and before the actual Sy 


| Which Inconvenience to prevente 
BE it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in G: 

neral Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That Partitions 
the Lands aforeſaid, ſhall not be deemed and looked upon as perfect ant 


compleat in the Law, until the Surveys, as aforeſaid, are actually mad 


and undivided in the Hands of the Proprietors. 


* * * 
a. _ 1 1 2 2 r > i 1 1 x 


ber, Anno Domini, One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and Fhirty-three. 
An Act limiting and directing the County Surveyor 
reſpecting their laying out Grants of Lands in Town 


DE it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives in General Co 
afſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whenſoever the Pn 


any Grant of Land heretofore obtained from the Town or Proprietors 
ſuch Town, ſince the Year of our Lord One Thouſand ſeven Hundred an 


gle& the Space of one year, after being deſired to lay out any of the Land 
aforeſaid by the Perſon concerned, then in fuch Caſe, and no other, t 


and valid to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if the Committee choſen, as ator 
ſaid, had laid out the ſame, | 
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OR the preventing of laſcivious Carriage and Behaviour, againſt and for! 
Puniſhment of which, (in Regard of the Variety of the Circumſtances) p. 
ticular and expreſs Laws cannot be eaſily ſuited and made. 
| | >. Therefore, 
E it enafied by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Cit 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the ſeveral and g 
pective County Courts within this State, ſhall be, and are hereby 1! 
N and directed to proceed againſt, and puniſh ſuch Perſons as {hi 
guilty of laſcivious Carriage and Behaviour; either by impoſing a Fl 
on them, or by committing them to the Houſe of Correction, or by infii 
ing corporal Puniſhmerit on them, according to the Nature and Ageri 
tion of the Offence, and according to the Diſcretion of ſuch Court: II 
ſuch ſeaſonable and exemplary Puniſhment may be inflicted upon Offend: 
in that Kind, that others may hear and fear. ei I 
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Leather. 


—__— 


— 


an AQ concerning Leather; and for regulating the 
ſeveral Artificers concerned in Working or making 
up the ſame. 


DE it enadted by the Governor, Council and Re preſentatives, in Gent? cout 
) aſſembled, and by the Authority of the pay That no Butcher whatſo- 
er, by himſelf or any other Perſon, ſhall gaſh or cut any Hide or Skin of 
r, Cod or Calf, in fleaing therecf, or otherwiſe, whereby the ſame ſhall 
pee or damaged. on pain of Ar. to the Owner the Sum of 
ight-pence, for every tuch gaſh or cut; and of pay ing the Damage occaſi- 
+ thereby in any ſuch Hide or Skin. 

4 for the better preventing of Deteits and Abliſes by Tointrs, Curriers, 
 . {Wreſſers, and Workers up of Leather. _ 

Wl Be it further enacted by the Authority eher ea, That no Perſon Sieker 
all ſer up the Trade or Miſtery of tanning of Leather in this State: or for 
at Erid erect or ſet up, or make any Tan- vats, or other Place to tan in 
or carry on, or uſe that Trade or Miſtery, except he do manifeſt his Skill 
erein to the County Court of that County wherein he lives, and obtain 
Licerice from ſuch Tour to ſet up and manage that Trade; on Pain that 
ery Perſon ſo offending ſhall forfeit the Sum of Twenty Pounds One 
oiety to the County Treaſury, and the other to him or them who ſhall 
roſecute the ſame to Effect. 

That no Perſon or Perſons Ibetlbeder that How doth; of berkaftei ſhall 
e the Att; Trade or Miſtery of Tanning, ſhall at any Time offer or put 
Sale; any Kind of Leather which ſhall be inſufficiently or not thoroughly 
nned; or which hath been over limed, or burnt in the Limes; or which 
all not after Tanning be well and ſufficiently dried, upon pain of forfeiting 
Ich Leacher, or the full Value of it; of fo much thereof as by any Searcher 
a Scaler of Leather lawfully ap ointed and ſworn, ſhall-be found inſuffici- 
ay tanned and dried as bret. id: One half of which Forfeiture ſhall be 
the Complainer, who ſhall proſecute to Effect, and the other half to the 
own Treaſury of that Town wherein ſuch Tanner dwells. 

Nor ſhall any Perfon ufing the fafd Art, Trade or Miſtery, ſuffet Arſ 
ather tanned by him, to go out of bis Caſtody before ſaid Leather 
arched and ſcaled by the Sealer of the Town in which ſuch Tanner dwells, 
Pon the Penalty of forfeiting the Sum of Three Pounds for each Hide or 
in ſo diſpoſed #: or ſuffered to go out of his Cuſtedy before Sealing” : 
ne half to tlie Complainer, as aforefaid, and the other half fo the Toyn 
teaſury of the ſaid Town. 


or other Places where the Ouſe, or Leather put therein to tan, ſhall 

may take any unkind Heats; nor ſhall put any Leather into any hot or 
Im Ouſe whacfoever, on pain of forfeiting Fourteen Pounds: To de reco- 
ed as aforefaid, for the Uſes aforeſaid. 

And no Perſon or Perſons whatſoever ſhall cauſe, or ſuffer any Leather 
lim or chem canned, to be wrought up by any Shoe- maker employed 
Jer by himſelf, or by any other Perſon or Perſons for him; nor ſhall 
ti work up the ſame himfelf before fuch Leather be viewed and ſealed, 

J reſaid, on Penalty of forſeiting the Sum of Five Pounds for every 
e or Skin, ſo as aforefaid, by him of them wroughr, cauſed or ſuffered 


, to the Uſes aforeſaid. 

1 Ip for the eſfecting the Purpoſes aforeſaid, | T4 
eit further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That ry Town in this 
, where need mall require, ſnall chooſe one or two honeſt Nen, , Milful 
| in 


That no Perſon ufing the faid Frade, ſhall ſet any of his Vats in Tan- 


No butcher 
to cut ar gaſh 
any hide. 


/ 


No * 6 
ſet up the 
trade of tan» 
ning withor2 
liberty fron 
the C. courts 
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No tanner to 


1 off any 


eather inſuf . 
ficiently tan- 
ned. 


Nor ſuffer 
ſaid leather 
to go out of 
his cuſtody, 
till ſealed. 


— 


» 


Nor ſet his 
vats on tan 


hills, &c. 


Penalty of 417 
to work 
leather be- 
fore it be 


ſealed. 


be wrought up before ſealing as aforeſaid © To be recovered as #fore- : 
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Leather. 


. 
—_ 


One or tw6 
noneſt men to 
be choſen by 
each town to 
view and ſeal 
leather. 


Leather of- 
fered to ſale; 
not well 
wrought, to 
be ſeized. 


Sealers of 
leather to 
arch for 
woes, &c. 
made of bad 
Jeather, &c. 


Penalty of 
208. on ſeal - 
ers of leather 
who neglect 
their duty. 


Curriers of 
leather to 
forfeit the 
value of the 
hides which 
mall be mar- 
red by their 
ill workman- 

ip. 


Town, as oft as they ſhall think it needful, who ſhall have a Mark ot & 


ſufficient, and no other. 


of this Act, it ſhall and may be lawfvl for the ſaid Searchers or Sealer, 


and {kilful in Leather, to view the ſame, in the Preſence of the Party, (u 
Which Men being duly ſworn for that Purpoſe, ſhall upon 
tify to the ſaid Aſſiſtant or Juſtice the Defect of ſuch Leather: And; 
thereby it ap 
ſaid Aſſiſtant or Juſtice ſhall give Judgment accordingly; and order i 


_Confideration and Trial thereof had and made, by four or fix honeſt Mkt, 
be judged and certified to be made of inſufficient Leather, then the ſſh 


Sum of Twenty 
Damages ſuſtained by ſuch Neglect, Refuſal or Miſ-doing: And fa 


for half a Dicker Twelve- pence, and for a ſingle Hide Three-pence. 


on Pain of forfeiting for every Offence or Act done contrary to the Wi, 


in Leather, within their Townſhip, who ſhall beſworn to a faithful diſcha 
of their Truſt, who ſhall make Search and View within the Limits of th; 


prepared by ſuch Town for that Purpoſe ; and with the ſaid Mark or & 
they ſhall ſeal ſuch Leather in ſaid Town as they ſhall find in all-Poi 


That if the ſaid Searchers ot Sealers, or any of them, find any Lead 
fold or offered to be fold, or any way diſpoſed of, which ſhall be cid 
tanned, wrought, converted or uſed contrary to the true Intent and Mean 


any of them, to ſeize, or procure to be ſeized, all ſuch Leather, and ret 
the ſame in their Cuſtody, until ſuch Time as the Matter be tried by ſx 
Triers, and in ſuch Manner as in this Act is appointed; That is 10 
When any Leather is ſeized as being forfeited, as aforeſaid, the Office 
ſcizing the ſame, ſhall within three Days, inform ſome Aſſiſtant or Juſt 
of the Peace thereof; who ſhall forthwith ſummon four or ſix Men, ho 


ſhall have timely Notice thereof) or without him in caſe he do not appr | 
their Oaths ' 


pears the ſaid Leather is forfeited by Virtue of this Add, 


Diſpoſition thereof as in this A& is provided. | 

And every of the faid Searchers and Sealers of Leather, ſhall be, andi 
hereby impowered to ſearch for all ſuch Shoes, Boots and other Ware mf, 
by Shoe-makers or Cordwainers, as the ſaid Searchers, or any of them A 
judge or ſuſpett to be made of inſufficient Leather; and upon any i ;1 
Search to ſeize and ſecure all ſuch Shoes, Boots and other Ware aforel.; 
as they find, and judge to be made of ſuch bad Leather: And if upon In. 


ſkilful in Leather, as aforeſaid, the ſame Shoes, Boots or other Ware f 
ſhall by the Owner or Owaers thereof be forfeited; one third thereof uf. 


Complainer, and two thirds to the Town Treaſury; Unleſs the Owen 
. Owners thereof ſhall give Oath that the ſame Wares: were made of Leah! 
ſealed according to Law. | 


Int 


And if any Searcher or Sealer of Leather ſhall negle& or refuſe ſh; 


convenient Speed to ſeal any Leather ſufficiently tanned, wrought 
dried, according to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act, having ts 


Notice thereof; or ſhall ſeal any Leather which ſhall be inſufficient, . 
then every fuch Searcher and Sealer ſhall forfeit for every ſuch Offence 
Sbillings to the Uſe of the Town Treaſury, and anſue 


Service in Sealing, as aforeſaid, ſhall for his Fee bg allowed and pi a 
the Owner for each Dicker of Leather he ſhall ſeal, Eighteen-pemce; 


Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon or PW}. 
uſing, or that ſhall uſe the Art or Miſtery of currying Leather, ſhall Wt; 
or ſcale any Hide or Leather in currying the ſame ; but-iball wolken 


fame in all Reſpects with good ſufficient Liquor, both for Quantit Nit 


Quality, ſuitable to the Condition of the Leather dreſſed by him or nd 


Intent and Meaning of this AR, the full Value of ſuch Hide or Hi: 
Skins marred by his evil Workmarſhip or Handling : Which 14 


judged by two or more ſufficient and ſkilful Perſons, Curriers or o 
27 Oath given them for that Purpoſe, by any Aſſiſtant or Jul * 
thy Finer. Gs 


( 
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3 3. 


— 


ze it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon or Tanned lea- 
- 6 _ tranſport or ſead away out of this State, any tanned Hides, CNS 
ins or Leather, upon Pain of forfeiting ſuch Hides, Skins or Leather, &c. out of 
the full Value thereof : One third Parr to the Complainer, who ſhall this ſtate. 
oſecute to effect, and the reſt to the County Treaſury of the County 
ere the Offence is committed. 


n Act for laying a Tax on Shipping for repairing and 
maintaining the Light-Houſe, near the Port of Me- 
London. 


E it enadbed by the Governor, Councit and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
L aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That from and after the Ma 
cuhch Day of February, One thoufand ſeven handred and eighty-four, each — — 4 0 


d every Veſſel, except ſuch as are employed in the Fiſhery, and during ſight-houſe, 
ir Continuance therein, which ſhall clear out at any Port in this State, except, &c. 
ſhall harbour or anchor in the Port of New-London, ſhall Be ſubje& 

pay the following Taxes, viz. Each and every Ship, One Pound Ten 

Willing: ; each and every ſquare-rigged Veſſel carrying two maſts, Twelve 

illings z each and every Sloop and Schooner (Coaſters excepted) Six Shil- 

75; each Veſſcl uſed in the coaſting Buſineſs, of more than twenty Tons 

der Wrthen, Three Shillings ; and each Veſſel uſed in the coaſting Buſineſs, of leſs 

in twenty Tons Burthen, One Shilling and Six-pence. Which ſeveral Taxes 

andi Duties becoming due as aforeſaid, ſhall be paid ta and collected by the Naval officeri 
emral-Officers where any ſuch Veſſel ſhall clear out, or karbour and anchor do give bond 
W aforeſaid. Which Officers ſhall ſeverally give Bonds to the Treaſurer 1 
this State, with Surety, faithfully to account for the Sums they ſhall W 8 
ive by Virtue of this Act. And the Naval-Officers ſhall pay over the 


00 


0 


Jt 
„ 


s of Money they ſhall receive as aforeſaid, according to the Direction 
t Mie General Aſſembly from Time to Time, for the Convenience and 
are NMcommodation of the Light-Houſe, And the Maſter of every Veſſel 
he Mich ſhall harbour and anchor in the Port of New-London aforeſaid, who 
ol wn for the Space of twenty-four Hours, neglect or refaſe to pay ſuch þ,..... g, 
Owen as is by Law required, ſuch Maſter ſo neglecting, ſhall forfeit and pay the — Aug 


Wble the Sum of ſuch Tax, and all Coſts ; to be recovered by Bill, for neglect, 
int or Information: Any Law, Uſage or Cuſtom to the contrary not- &. | 

uſe Wiſtanding, 

3ght 

ng Us 

dient, 
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Act for the Limitation of Proſecutions in divers | 1 


frenct Caſes, civil and criminal. j 
an{wel | " 
ad 100 : enadted ty the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives in General Court 2 1 
dp aſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Perſon ſhall be Complaints # 
dence 3 Wted, prof d, informed againſt 1plained of, led evg ki 

ed, profecuted, informed againſt, complained of, or compe Ub 1 


* er before any Court, Aſſiftant or Juſtice of the Peace within this State, exhibited 6 
or Pete Breach of any penal Law, or for other Crime or Miſdemeanour, by within one 
ſhall Moon whereof a Forfeiture belongs to any public Treaſury, unleſs the Near. 
wo Witment, Preſentment, Information, or Complaint be made and exhibi- 
ani) Wiichic one Year after the Offence is committed; t . 
or gad every ſuch Indictment, Preſentment, Information, and Complaint 


2828 


o the s not made and exhibited, as aforeſaid, within the Time limited for 22 I void 
ame as aforeſaid, ſhall be void and of none Effet, * 


h fü vded always, That this Act ſhall not extend to any capital Offence ; 
2 any Crime that may concern Lols of Member, or Baniſhment, or 


any 


or 00 


Juſt 
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Liſter Is 


. * - - - . — 
n 2 . . A 


To bring ac- 
tions for bill, 
or bond in 17 
years, or &c. 


Proviſo. 


Of treſpaſs, 


& c. in three 


years. 


Liberty for 
each town to 
chooſe a diſ- 
cretionary 
number of 
liſters. 


To be ſworn. 


Liſters to put 
up notificati- 
Ons. 


Inhabitants 


to give in a 


liſt of what 
they poſſeſs 
the zoth of 
Aug. by the 
roth of Sept. 


tt non-reß- 


dents neglect 
their eſtate to 


be added. 


B 


any Treachery againſt this State, nor to any pilfering and Theft, the y 
whereof is above Ten Shillings ; nor ſhall it hinder any Perſon aggrieved, 
injured by any Wrong done to him, or his Wife, Children, Servant, 
Eſtate, real or perſonal ; but that every ſuch Perſon ſhall have Remeg 


he might before this Act; any Thing therein contained notwithſtandin 


And be it farther enaed by the Anthority aforeſaid, That no Suit, Pro 


or Action ſhall be brought on any Bond, Bill, or Note under Hand, g 
for the payment of any Sum or Sums of Money, not having any other (; 


dition, Contract or Promiſe therein but within the Space of ſeventeen Ye 


next alter an Action on the ſame ſhall accrue. Provided nevertheleſs, 
the Time this State has been, or may be engaged in War, ſhall be exy 
ged, and not computed. in ſaid Time of Limitation. . But from al 


every Action, Suit or Proceſs, after the Time limited as aforeſaid, e 


and every Perſon ſhall be forever debarred, 

Provided neverthels/s, That Perſons over Sea, of legally incapab 
bring their Actions for their Debts aforementioned, may bring the { 
any Time within Your Years after their coming from over Sen, or bec 
ing legally capable to bring an Action, notwithſtanding the Time limit 
as aforeſaid, be expired, 


And be it farther enactid by thc Authority aforeſaid, That no Action of ilk 


aſs, nor of the Cafe for Slander and Defamation, ſhall be brought but 


in three Years after the Facts are done, or the Cauſe of Action doth ati 


I's Act for the direction of Liſters in their Office; 
Duty. 7 | 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentativss, in General 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the ſeveral Tow 
this State ſhall, in the Monch of December, annually, chuſe ſuch numb 
Liſters as they ſhall judge neceſſary and convenient, to make up the Li 
Polls and rateable Eſtates in ſuch Town; who ſhall take the Oath} 
cribed by Law, 
And the ſaid Liſters ſhall give Warning to the Inhabitants of thet 
pective Towns, to give in the Lifts of their Polls and rateable Eſta 
poſting up a Notification in Writing, ſigned by the Lifters in ſuch I 


in the Monrh of Juby, annually, on the public Sign-Poſt, and ſome p 


Place in every Society in ſuch Town; thereby giving Notice to all Pe 
obliged by Law to pay Taxes, to give in their reſpe&ive Liſts, acco 
to Law. Which Warning ſo poſted up as aforeſaid, ſhall be ſuffl 
Notice to ſuch Perſons to give in their Lift to the Liſters. And the 

bitants being ſo warned, ſhall give in to the Liſters in Writing,: 
Account of all their liſtable Polls, and of all other rateable Eſtate, 1 
their Property, or belonging to them, on the twentieth Day of Aug# 
lowing, at or before the tenth Day of September following; partic 

mentioning therein all ſuch Things as are in this Act hereafter exf 

valued, ſigned with their Names; which Accounts the ſaid Liſters 


accept, adding thereto, according to their . beſt Judgment, a Value i 


Things hereafter mentioned in this Act to be liſted, that are not partic! 
valued, and make the whole into one general Liſt. And every Perl 
Perſons having any Land or real Eſtate proper to be rated in any 

Town than where ſuch Perſon dwells, ſhall give in to the Liſters d 


Towns where ſuch Eftate doth lie, a true Liſt thereof, in the Maw 


fore mentioned, without any Warning given by the Lifters of the 
where ſuch Eſtate is liable to be rated as aforaſaid ; or on Failure" 
che ſame-ſhall be added by che Liſters :: And in caletir: Town i, 
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uch Eſtate lieth be unincorporated, and not taxed, then ſaid Eſtate to be 
given in to the Liſters of the Town where fuch Perſon dwells. And all 
the Lands not as yet laid within the Baunds of any Town, thoſe Lands, 
ith the Perſons and Eſtates thereupon, fhall be aſſeſſed by the Rates of the 
xt Town unto it; the Meaſure or Eſtimation to be by the Diftance of 
he Mecting- Houſes. N24; 

That the Liſters fhall receive, make up, and tranſmit to the General 
\fſembly in Ofeber annually, the Lifts of ſuch Towns, with a Certificate 
rom an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, or Town Clerk, before whom 
aid Liſters were ſworn, that they were ſworn to a faithful Diſcharge of 
heir Duty before the firſt Day of Fuly preceding. And that every of 
he aforeſaid Liſters, who ſhall negle& his Duty therein, ſhall forfeit and 
ay to the Treaſury of this State Tex Pounds. And that if no ſuch Return 
f the Liſt be made from any Town, or there be no ſuch Certificate, ſuch 
rows ſhall be doomed by and at the Diſcretion of the General Aſſembly. 
abllhat the ſaid Liſters, after the riſing of the General Aſſembly in O#ober 
ne Mnnually, ſhall, and they are hereby required, carefully to inſpect the ſaid 
cal iſt till the laſt Day of December following, annually, and to add Fourfold 
limor all the Polls and rateable Eſtate they ſhall find left out of the Lift, by 
ny particular Perſon or Perſons, the Property whereot did belong unto 
ch Perſon or Perſons, on the twentieth Day of Auguſt preceding, giving 
otice thereof to the Perſons fourfolded : And if any Doubt thereon ſhall 
ice, the ſaid Eſtate ſhall be adjudged or reputed the Property of the 
erſon aſſeſſed for the ſame, unleſs he can ſhew it to have been the Pro- 
rty of ſame other Perſon on the ſaid twentieth Day of Auguſt ; and alſo 
id to faid Liſt fourfold for the whole rateable Eſtate and Polls of all fuch 
erſons as have given in no Lifts at all, as a Penalty on the ſaid Inhabi- 
nts for their Neglect; who ſhall pay Rates for the fame, according to their 
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Liſters to be 
tranſmitted 
to the gene- 
ral aſſembly 
in October 5 
annually. 


Penalty on 
liſters and 
towns for 
neglect. 


Liſters to in- 
ſpect liſts till 
the laſt day of 
December 
annually; add 
fore folds, &c. 


eral H Purfold Aſſeſſments. And one Half of all ſuch Sums ariſing upon ſuch To tranſmit 

Towpurtold Additions, ſhall, by the Conftable and other Collectors of Rates, the fam total 

jumUat ſhall be made upon ſuch Liſts, be paid to the Lifters as a Reward for - þ wenn 

he Leir Trouble, and the other Half ſhall be for the Uſes for which fuch 24 aſſembiy 

Jath Mates are made. And the Liſters ſhall tranſmit the Sum Total of all the in May. 
ditions, agreeable to the Form aforeſaid, which they ſhall ſo make, to the On penalty. 

d thelWcneral Aſſembly in May following, on Pain of incurring the fame Penalty 

E ſtatt@r their Neglect thereof, as is provided in this Act in Caſe they neglect to 

ch Thad the Sum Total of the Liſt to the General Aſſembly in OZober. That 

me pid Liſters ſhall annually, ſome Time in the Month of January, deliver the _ _ 6 

all Pei of the Polls and rateable Eſtate of the Inhabitants of their Town, E ind 

accolade out according to Law, to the Clerk of the Town, taking his Receipt town clerk. 

e {ur the ſame ; upon the Penalty that every Lifter that ſhall negſect the ſame, 

d the Hall pay to the Treaſurer of fuch Town the Sum of Five Pounds; to be 


ing, Wcovered by Action, Bill, Plaint or Information. | 
tare, W That when and fo often as any Perſon or Perſons are over-charged in their 
Aug", it ſhall be the Duty of the Liſters to grant Relief in ſuch Caſes only, 
particqhbere the Eſtate ſball appear not to have belonged to the Perſon on the 
er expentieth of Auguſt preceding, or that it was not left out through his Wil- 
.iſters Wineſs or Negligence, but from ſufficient Ground to conclude the Eſtate 
Value "iO have been loſt or periſhed, and that ſo ſoon as he was ſenſible of his 
part! Futy therein, he did offer his Eſtate b5na Fide to the Liſters, to be entered 
ry Peri the public Lift. Bur if ſuch Liſters will not give juſt Relief, then upon 
in an) WPplication made by the aggrieved Party, to two or more Juſtices of the 
{ters 0FFace, and three Select- men of the Town, notifying two or more of the 
ManWilters to ſhew Reaſon, if any they have, why Relief ſhould not be granted 
of the I ſuch agorieved Perſon, they ſhall conſider the Caſe, and give ſuch Relief 
ailure they ſhall judge juſt and reaſonable; and alſo in all Caſes where any 
vn in | on may be wrongly charged or over-charged by the Liſters in their Liſts 
R wo 


In what man- 
ner perſons 
aggrieved 
may have re- 
lief. 
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Liſters. 


* 


Miſtakes in 
caſt upon cer- 
tificate from 
liſters, to be 
corrected by 
the treaſurer. 


Treaſurer not 
to allow of a- 


batement, 
&c. 


At what age 

and what rate 
polls ſhall be 
ſet in the liſt. 


Who exempt. 


Cattle, horſe- 
kind, &c. 


Meadow 
land, 


Proviſo. C 


Upland. 


— 


Unincloſed. 


for mowing or plowing, at Two Shillings per Acre; all other Timber. 


— 


as aforeſaid: Provided ſuch Application be made in ſix Months next after 
ſuch over-charge complained of, be made. 

That when the Liſters ſhall make a Miſtake in caſting the Lift of the 
Town, on Diſcovery thereof, they ſhall certify the ſame to the Treaſurer, 
who is hereby authorized and directed, on ſuch Certificate, to add to, 
ſubſtra& from the Liſt of ſuch Town, the Amount of ſuch Miſcaſt, as ce 
Circumſtances of ſuch Caſe ſhall require. And the Treaſurer ſhall ng 
accept nor allow any Bills of Abatement, ſave only where any Perſons hal 
be found, according to the true Meaning of this Act, to have been real 
over-charged or wrong charged: Or unleſs any Perſon charged in ſaid Li 
is deceaſed, or ſhall have abſconded and departed out of this State, befor 
the Time limited for the Payment of ſuch Rate to the Treaſurer, and hat 
not left any Eſtate whereon the ſame may be levied. And in every Bill off, 
Abatement, made in either of the Caſes aforeſaid, ſhall be certified the Rez 
ſon of ſuch Abatement, by the Perſonis who have Right by Law to make 
the ſame, or by an Aſſiſtant or. Juſtice of the Peace, 


Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all male Perſons with 
in this State, from ſixteen Years of Age to Twenty-one, (not hereafter ſpec 
ally exempted) ſhall be ſer in the Liſt, each Perſon at Nine Pounds; and 
male Perſons within this State, from Twenty-one Years of Age to SeventyM* 


(except the Governor, Lieutenant- Governor, Aſſiſtants, Miniſters of tight 


Goſpel, the Preſident, Profeſſors and Tutors of the Collegiate-School, co 1 
ſtant School-Maſters, and Students of College, until the Expiration of ti | 
Time for taking their ſecond Degree, and Perſons diſabled by Sicknel 
Lameneſs, and other Infirmities, and ſuch as are or may be exempted H. 
ſpecial Act of the General Aſſembly) ſhall be ſet in the Liſt, each Perſ A 
at Eighteen Pounds; and all rateable Eſtate ſhall be ſer in the Lift as fo 
lows, viz. Every Ox or Steer of four Years old and upwards, at Four Poun 
every Steer of three Years old, and every Cow or Heifer of three Years d | 
and upwards, at Three Pounds; every Steer or Heifer of two Years old, . 
Two Pounds; every Steer or Heifer of one Year old, at One Pound; eff. 
Horſe or Mare of three Years old and upwards, at Three Pounds, (exc 
Troopers Horſes inliſted) all Horſe-kind of two Years old, at Two Pour 4 
each; and every Horſe-kind of one Year old, at One Pound each; ev an 
Swine of one Year old and upwards, (Boars excepted) at One Pound. 10 | 
meadow Lands in the County of Hartford, both for Plowing and Mow' % 
at Fifteen Sbillings per Acre, except Boggy-Meadow, which, if mowed, - 
Five Shillings per Acre; it not mowed, at Two Shillings per Acre; all oi © 
Plow-lands in this State, at Ten Shillings per Acre; all Meadow-lands, ba” 
ſalt and freſh, within the Counties of New-Haven, New-London, Fairji ') 
Windham and Litchfield, at Seven Shillings and Six-pence per Acre, exc 
Boggy-meadow, which, if mowed, at Five Sbillings per Acre. Always} 
vided, That all Plow-lands ſhall be ſo aſſeſſed only for that Year in which! 
Crops are taken off or ſeparated from the ſaid Land; but in the next I 
following it ſhall be aſſeſſed as Paſture-land, at Eight Shillings per At 
and ſo from Year to Year till the Year wherein the ſaid Land ſhall be pl 
ed for another Crop, in which it ſhall be Rate free, and in the Year in wi 
the Crop is to be taken off or ſeparated from ſaid Land, it ſhall be rate 
Ten Shillings as aforeſaid : All upland Paſture, either for feeding or mov 
at Eight Shillings per Acre, except ſuch Lands as are much over-grown " 
Woods, Buſhes, Briars and the like, whereby the Lands become unſer! 
able for Paſture, whether the ſame have been cleared or not, which (half 
aſſeſſed at Two Shillings per Acre: All unincloſed Lands in this State 
be ſet as follows, viz. All Timber-lands, which, if cleared, would 0 
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(except on Mountains inacceſſible to Teams) at One Sbilling per Acre; 
all other unincloſed Lands, at Six: pence per Acre. T 
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That all Horſe-kind, and other Creatures rateable by Law, that are put 
upon any Farms in this State, out of the Town where the Owners dwell, Horſe-Kind, 
nd under the Care, Occupancy and Improvement of a Tenant there, ſhall &c. in towns 
be put into the Liſt of the Owners of ſuch Creatures in the Town where remote from 
uch Farm lieth; and in all other Caſes, all Horſe-kind and other Creatures che owners. 
ateable by Law, ſhall be put into the Liſt of the Polls and rateable Eſtate 
of the Owners thereof, in the Towns where they dwell. 3 9 
All Miniſters of the Goſpel that now are or hereafter ſhall be ſettled i 
his Stare, during their Continuance in the Miniſtry, ſhall have all their arr vo Dog 
"WEftates lying in the ſame Society or Town wherein they dwell, and all Polls 
Wclonging to their ſeveral Families, exempted from being put into the Liſt. 
"A nd alſo the Preſident of Y ale-College for the Time being, his Eſtate ſhall 
ue under the ſame Regulations as Miniſters of the Goſpel. As alſo in like 
anner ſhall all Lands and Buildings in this State, ſequeſtered to, and im- 
+Wroved for Schools, or other public or pious Uſes, | 
= That all Ships and other Veſſels, in Employ, or that have been within 
ne Year next before the twentieth Day of Auguſt annually, ſhall be ſet in 
e Liſt at Fifteen Shillings per Ton, according to their true and juſt Bur- 
hen, to be computed by the Carpenter's Rule, 
That each Coach ſhall be ſet in the Liſt at Twenty: ue Pounds; each Cha- 
ot at Twenty Pounds; each Phaeton Fiſteen Pounds; each Curricle at 
Pounds; each Chaiſe or other riding Wheel-Carriage with a covered Coaches, &c. 
Wop, at Five Pounds; and every open Chair and other open-top riding 
heel-Carriage, at Three Pounds. | | 
Each Gold Watch, at Five Pounds; all other Kind of Watches, at One 
ound Ten Shillings each ; all ſteel and braſs-wheeled Clocks, at Three Pounds 3 6 and 
Ich; wooden wheeled Clocks, at One Pound each. : 
All wrought houſhold Silver Plate, at Six per Cent. on the juſt Value . . 
ereof in Lawful Money, at Six Shillings and Eight-pence per Ounce; all ne ys 
Wonies at Iitereſt on good Securiety, except Monies loaned to this State or 
e United States, more than the Owners thereof pay Intereſt for, at Six Monies. 
r Cent. on the juſt Value in Lawful Money. | | 
Each Dwelliag-Houſe in good Repair, at Fifteen Shillings for each Fire- 
ace therein: The Liſters may abate for old and decayed Houſes, one ; 
varter, one Half, or three Quarters of the Sum aforeſaid, according as the 22 7 
Poſes ſhall appear to them to be more or leſs decayed, or depreciated in 
Noe. | | | 
Be it further enacted by the Authority 17 4 That after making up the 
ſt of ſpecific Articles aforeſaid, the Liſters ſhall proceed to make the 
Is, b L»wing Aſſeſſments, to wit: Each Attorney at Law (the leaſt Practiti- 
„r) at Fifty Pounds, larger Practitioners higher in Proportion; each 
Fylician or Surgeon (the leaſt Practitioner) at Ten Pounds, and others in 1 

portion; each Shop-keeper or Trader whatſoever (the loweſt Claſs) at j;9c:: how to 
ent-, ue Pounds, and all others in due Proportion; that each allowed aſſeſs, &c. 
L licenced Tavern-keeper be ſet at Fifteen Pounds, and to be added to in 
portion to their Situation and Profits, according to the beſt Judgment 
the Liſters : That each and every Perſon that followeth any mechanical 
or Miſtery, ſuch as Black-ſmiths, Shoe-makers, Tanners, Gold-ſmiths 
Silver-ſmiths, and every other Handy-Craft, ſhall be ſet in the Lift at 
t Five Pownds, and to be added to at the beſt Diſcretion of the Liſters ; 
Wi Corn-mill ſtanding on a Stream ſufficient to carry the ſame through 

various Seaſons of the Year, and ſo ſituated that they are conſtantly 
lied with Cuſtom, ſhall be fer in the Liſt annually at Eighty Pounds, 

others of lefſer Advantages, whether Wind-mills or others, at a leſs 
in Proportion, according to the beſt Judgment of the Liſters. And 
tthe Liſters ſhall aſſeſs Owners of Iron-works, Oil-mills, Saw-mills, 
all other Water Works by which Profits ariſe ; and that all other 
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132 Liſters. 
Works and Occupations followed or purſued by any Perſons by which 
Profits ariſe, and which have not been enumerated in this Act (except Bu 
ſineſs in any public Office, Husbandry, and common Labour for Hin 
ſhall be aſſeſſed by the beſt Judgment of the Liſters in due Proportion y 
the Rules given in particular Inſtances in this Act. And all Bulls, mon 
than One owned by one Perſon, ſhall be ſet in the Liſt at the Rate of Steen 
or Oxen of the ſame Age. And that the Aſſeſſments made by the Liſten 
by Virtue of this Act, ſhall be ſo returned to the General Aſſembly in 0: 
tober annually, that the Aſſembly may judge whether on the whole Juſta 
has been done by the Liſters: And the Liſters ſhall carefully return th: 
Names of thoſe of all Denominations who ſhall be aſſeſſed, and the Sum: 
annexed at which they are reſpectively aſſeſſed, to ſaid Aſſembly. T 
Lifts tranſ- Be it further enafled by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Liſters in ti! 
mitted to the ſeveral Towns in this State, ſhall receive, make up and tranſmit to the Ge 
aſſembly, c. neral Aſſembly, and lodge with the Town Clerk the Liſts of ſuch Toy 
reſpectively, in the following Form and Order of Arrangement, viz, P 
al 
A true Liſt of the Polls and Eſtate of the Town of rateable bf 
Law, on the 2oth Day of Auguſt, 17 2 
No. 8 R Re C. s. |4 
Polls from 21 to 70 Years of Age, at 18 0 
Polls from 16 to 21 Years of Age, at 0 
1 Oxen and Bulls four Years old, at 4 0 | ©; 
| Cows, Steers, Heifers and Bulls 3 Years old, at 3 0 
{ Steers, Heifers and Bulls of two Years old, at 2 © 
Steers, Heifers and Bulls of one Year old, at 1 © 
Horſe-kind of three Years old, at 3- 0 
| Horſe-Kind of two Years old, at 4 
Horſe-Kind of one Vear old, at £6 
Swine of one Year old, at - - 8 
Acres of Plow-land, alt O 10 
Acres of Upland, Mowing & Clear-paſture, at © 
Acres of Boggy-meadow mowed, at O 
The form of Acres of Boggy-meadow not mowed, at 0 
liſts, Acres of Meadow-land in Hartford County, at o 1 
Acres of other Meadow. land, at . 


2 
Acres of Buſh-paſture, at - o 
Acres of unincloſed Land, firſt Rate, at O 
Acres of unincloſed Land, ſecond Rate, at o 
Acres of unincloſed Land, third Rate, at 2 
Tons of Veſſels, at — - 3 
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Coaches, at - - — — 25 
Chariots, at — 3 20 

| Phaetons, at 3 15 
Curricles, at — — 353 

Chaiſes, at  - | 5 
Riding-Chairs with open Tops, and enen at 3 
Gold Watches, at 5 

Silver and other Watches, at — I I 
Steel and Braſs-wheel Clocks, alt 3 

{| Wooden-wheel Clocks, at - I 


Ounces of Silver Plate, at 6/89. at 6 per Cent. 
Money on Intereſt, at 6 per Ceat. 


Houſes F ire-places, at - - —_—_— 
Houſes Fire- places, depreciated 1 Qr. at O 11 3 
Houſes Fire- places, ditto 1 Half, t 0 7 6 
Houſes Fire- places, _ 3 = a at 9 8 9 


Aſſeſſments, - 
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Whereas ſundry Perſons have from Time to Time, after the twentieth of Au- 


ouſt, come into this State for the Purpoſe of vending their Goods, Wares and 
Merchandize, and io avoid the Payment of T axes have, Before the Time of giving 


Trade, without contributing any Thing to the public Burthens of this State. 
Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Liſters in the ſe- 


WM yeral Towns in this State, together with two Juſtices of the Peace, and 


MM two Select- men be, and they are hereby authorized and impowered to aſſeſs 
Many ſuch Trader or Merchant who hath come into any ſuch Town ſince 
the-twentieth Day of Auguſt laſt, and reſided one Month therein, and hath 
not given a Liſt in any Town in this State, in ſuch Sum as they ſhall 
judge jult and reaſonable, according to their Gains, as in Caſe of other Tra- 
ders, and from Month to Month, and at the Expiration of every Month un- 
til their giving in a Liſt in the uſual Manner, may aſſeſs ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons as are already in this State, or ſhall hereafter come into this State 
and carry on any Trade or Merchandize as aforeſaid, in ſuch Sum as th 
ſhall think juſt and reaſonable, according to their Gains as aforeſaid ; and 
ſaid Juſtices are forthwith to iſſue out their Warrants for collecting ſuch 
Aſſeſſment, directed to the Collector of ſuch Town, who is hereby impow- 
ered and directed to collect and pay the ſame into the Town Treaſury where 
ſuch Aſſeſſment ſhall be made, for the Uſe and Benefit of ſuch Town: 


an Act for the Encouragement of Literature and Ge- 
nius. mt 


Fuſtice, that every Author ſhould be ſecured in receiving the Profits that may 
priſe from the Sale of his Works, and ſuch Security may encourage Men of Learn- 


w and Genius to publiſh their Writings ; which may do Honour to their Country, 
end Service to Mankind. | 


DE it enadted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
D aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Author of an 
Book or Pamphlet nut yet printed, or of any Map or Chart, being an In- 
abirant or Reſident in theſe United States, and his Heirs and Aſſigns, ſhall 
ave the ſole Liberty of printing, publiſhing and vending the ſame within 
his State, for the Term of fourteen Years, to commence from the Day of 
ts thirſt Publication in this State, And if any Perſon or Perſons within 
ad Term of fourteen Years as aforeſaid, ſhall preſume to print or re-print 
ny ſuch Book, Pamphlet, Map or Chart within this State, or to import or 
ntroduce into this State for Sale, any Copies thereof, re-printed beyond the 
imics of this State, or ſhall knowingly publiſh, vend and utter, or diſtri- 
ute the ſame without the Conſent of the Proprietor thereof in Writing, 
igned in the Preſence of two credible Witneſſes, every ſuch Perſon or Per- 
ns ſhall torfeit and pay to the Proprietor of ſuch Book, Pamphlet, Map 
r Chart double the Value of all the Copies thereof, ſo printed, imported, 
lſtributed, vended, or expoſed for Sale; to be recovered by ſuch Proprie- 
r in any Court of Law in this State, proper to try the ſane. 

Provided nevertheieſs, That no Author, Aſſignee, or Proprietor of any 
ch Book, Pamphlet, Map or Chart ſhall be entitled to take the Benefit of 


his Statute, until he ſhall duly regiſter his Name as Author, Aſſignee, or 
roprietor, with the Title thereof, in the Office of the Secretary of this State, 
Fo is hereby impowered and directed to enter the ſame on Record. 

And be it further enafed by the Authority aforeſaid, That at the Expirati- 
a of ſaid Term of fourteen Years, in the Caſes above mentioned, the ſole 


Right 


in Liſts, removed out of this State, whereby they have reaped all the Profits of 


HEREAS it is perfekily agreeable to the Principles of natural Equity and 


Y books, &c. to 


liſhing, &c. 
for the term 
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Further term. 


Proprietor 
neglecting to 
furniſh the 
ublic with 
Efficient edi - 
tions, &c. 


Penalty on 


ſuch as pro- 


cure & print 
unpubliſhed 
manuſcript, 
without con- 
ſent of the 
author. 


Proviſo. 


Right of 


who ſhall re-print, import, vend, utter or diſtribute in this State, any Co 


| ſuch Book, Pamphlet, Map or Chart, ſhall negle& to furniſh the Public 


County where ſuch Complainant dwells ; and ſaid Court are hereby autho 


and print any unpubliſhed Manuſcript, without the.Conſent and Approb 
Author or Proprietor be living, and refident in, or Inhabitant of theſe Ut 


or Paper that may be e treaſonable, defamatory, or injurious 


in Favour, or for the Benefit of any Author or Perſons reſiding in, or lol 5 


2 r 


rinting and diſpoſing of any ſuch Book, Pamphlet, Map « 
Chart in thi State, ſhall return to the Author thereof, if then living, ani 
his Heirs and Aſſigns, for the Term of fourteen Years more, to commend 
at the End of ſaid firſt Term; and that all and every Perſon or Perſon 


pies thereof without the Conſent of ſuch Proprietor, obtained as aforeſaid 
during ſaid ſecond Term of fourteen Years, ſhall be liable to the ſame Pe. 
nalties, recoverable in the ſame Manner as is herein before enacted ani 
provided. | 

And whereas it is equally neceſſary, for the Encouragement of Learning, thi 
the Inhabitants of this State be furniſhed with uſeful Books, Sc. at reaſonall 
Prices. ; 


Be it further enafled, That whenever any ſuch Author or Proprietor a 


with ſufficient Editions thereof, or ſhall fell the ſame at a Price unreaſon 
able, and beyond what may be adjudged a ſufficient Compenſation for huh 
Labour, Time, Expence and Riſque of Sale, the Judge of the Super 
Court in this State, on Complaint thereof made to him in Writing, is here 
by authorized and impowered to ſummon ſuch Author or Proprietor to ap 

r before the next Superior Court, to be holden in that County when 
ſuch Author or Proprietor dwells, if a Reſident in this State, if not, in tha 


rized and impowered to enquire into the Juſtice of ſaid Complaint, and 
the ſame be found true, to take ſufficient Recognizance and Security of ſuc 
Author or Proprietor, conditioned that he ſhall within ſuch reaſonab| 
Time, as ſaid Court ſhall direct, publiſh and offer for Sale in this State, 
ſufficient Number of Copies of ſuch Book, Pamphlet, Map or Chart, 
ſuch reaſonable Price as ſaid Court ſhall, on due Conſideration affix : A 
if ſuch Author or Proprietor ſhall, before ſaid Court, neglect or refuſet 
give ſuch Security as aforeſaid, the ſaid Court are hereby authorized ai 
impowered to give to ſuch Complainant, a full and ample Licence to 
print and publiſh ſuch Book, Pamphlet, Map or Chart, in ſuch Numbe 
and for fuch Term as ſaid Court ſhall judge juſt and reaſonable : Provid 
ſaid Complainant ſhall give ſufficient Security before ſaid Court, to affe 
* reprinted Edition at ſuch reaſonable Price as ſaid Court ſhall there 
affix, EO The 
And be it further enalted, That any Perſon or Perſons who ſhall procu 


tion of the Author or Proprietor thereof, firſt had and obtained, (if ſuc 


ted States) ſhall be liable to ſuffer and pay to the ſaid Author or Propric 
his juſt Damages for ſuch Injury; to be recovered by Action brought: 
this Statute, in any Court of Law in this State, proper to try the ſame. 
Provided always, That nothing in this Act ſhall extend to affect, prejudi 
or confirm the Rights which any Perſon may have to the printing or pu 
liſhing of any Book, Pamphlet, Map or Chart, at Common Law, in C=; 
not mentioned in this Act, or to ſcreen from legal Puniſhment any Perſon 
Perſons who may be guilty of printing or publiſhing any Book, Pampi al 


Government, Morals or Religion. 7 | 
Provided alſo, That this Act ſhall not extend, or be conſtrued to ext 


bitants of any other of the United States, until the State or States, in wi 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons reſide or dwell, ſhall have paſſed ſimilar Laws 
Favour of the Authors of new Publications, and their Heirs and Afligns 
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| Lotteries, Man- laughter. Marriages. 


An Act for preventing and ſuppreſſing of Lotteries. 


g 


aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whoſoever ſhall 
xreſume, without ſpecial Liberty from the General Court, to ſet up any 
Lottery for the Sale of Goods, or to ſell, put off, or vend any Parcel, Par- 


of 
Lottery; or ſhall preſume by Wagers, Shooting, or any other ſuch like 
ay or Exerciſe whatſoever, to offer to ſell, vend, put off or diſpoſe of any 
oods, Monies, or other Things collected or expoſed to be run at ſuch 
Adventures; or to ſet up Notifications to entice People to bring in and 


depoſit, or riſque their Money or Credit for the carrying on the Deſgns 
foreſaid, and be duly convicted thereof before any Court or Authority 


Things ſo expoſed, or propoſed to be expoſed to Sale, or drawn for: The 
ne Half thereof to him that ſhall proſecute the ſame to Effect, and the other 
alf to the County Treaſury of that County where the Offence ſhall be 
ommitted, a | 
And all Officers, as Grand-jurors and others ordered by Law to make 
henWPreſentment of Breaches of Law, are directed (when no Informer or Proſe- 


_ Wutor appears) to make Preſentment of the Breaches of this Act. 
tho | 


nd! 
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An Act for the Puniſhment of Man- ſlaughter. 


YE it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
=) aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whatſoever Perſon ſhall 


Au guilty of the Crime of Man-ſlaughter, or the wilful killing another Per- 
ule Wn, without Malice forethought, and be thereof legally convicted, by 
d anonteſſion or Verdict, before any of the Superior Courts of this State, ſhall 


Wricit to the public Treaſury of this State, all the Goods and Chattels to 
m or her belodging at the Time of committing ſaid Crime; and be further 
niſhed by whipping on the naked Body, and be ſtigmatized, or burnt 
the Hand with the Letter M, on a hot Iron, and ſhall alſo be forever 
there qo from giving any Verdict or Evidence in any of the Courts within 
is State. | 
Drocul Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Perſon in the juſt and neceſſary Defence 
2prool his own Life, or the Life of any other, ſhall kill any Perſon attempting 
(if f rob or murther in the Field or High-way, or to break into any Dwelling- 
ſe Unouſe ; if he conceives he cannot with Safety of his own Perſon otherwiſe 
opriciFe the Felon or Aſſailant, or bring him to Juſtice, he ſhall be holden 
ught q piltleſs. r 
me. 
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or pb 
in Ci 
Perſon 
amp} 
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n Act for regulating and orderly celebrating of Mar- 
riages; and for preventing and puniſhing inceſtuous 
and other unlawful Marriages. | | 


oraſmuch as the Ordinance of Marriage is honorable amongſt all; ſo it is 
t 1t ſhould be orderly and decently ſolemnized : 


Wit therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General 

) Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Perſons ſhall 

Joined in Marriage, before the Purpoſe or Intention of the Parties pro- 

ling therein, hath been ſufficiently publiſhed in ſome public Meeting or 

igregation on the Lord's-Day, or on ſome public Faſt, Thankſgiving, 

ecture-Day, in the Town, Pariſh, or Society where the Parties, or m_ 
| 2 
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E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 


els or Quantity of Goods, Monies, or other Things whatſoever, by way of 
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proper to try the ſame, ſhall forfeit the Value of ſuch Goods or Monies, or 
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Puniſhment 
for man- 
ſlaughter, 
forfeiture of 
all goods and 
chattels, 
whipping 
and burnt on 
the hand, &&. 


Proviſo. 


Publiſhment 
requiſite be- . 
fore marriage 
and the mode 
of publiſhing 
pointed out. 
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CE ET. Ee le et, 


None but ma- 
giſtrates, juſ- 
tices, and mi- 
nifters have 


right to join 
others in mar- 


rage. 


Penalty fer 
erformin 

Haid ordi- 2 
nance with- 
out legal pub- 
lication, and 
conſent of 
parents, &c. 


Penalty for 
pulting down 
or defacing a 
publiſhment. 


Degrees of 
kindred for- 
bidden mar- 


riage. 83 


Such marria- 


ges null and 
void. 


Penalty. 


Stigma, to 


wear the let - 


ter J, &c. 


ordained Miniſter, and that only within the County wherein he dwells, and 


of them do ordinarily reſide; or ſuch Purpoſe or Intention be ſet up in fut 
Writing, upon ſome Poſt or Door of their Meeting-Houſe, or near the ſame, 
in public View, there to ſtand ſo as it may be read, eight Days before ſuch 
Mafriage. Arn = 
That no Perſon whatſoever in this State, other than a Magiſtrate, q 
Juſtice of the Peace, and that within his own County or Juriſdi&ion, or 


during the Lime he continues ſettled in the Work of the Miniſtry, ſhall 
join any Perſons together in Marriage. 

Nor ſhall any Magiſtrate, Juſtice of the Peace, or ordained Miniſter, 
preſume to join any Perſons together in Marriage, before the Purpoſe q 
Intention af the Parties to be married has been publiſhed as aforeſaid, and 
before ſuch Magiſtrate, Juſtige or Miniſter is certified of the Conſent of the 
Parents or Guardians (if any ba) of ſueh Parties that are under the Care 
and Controul of Parents or Gyardians, on Pain of forfeiting for every ſuch 
Offence the Sum of Twenty Pound; one Moiety whereof ſhall be to him or 
them who ſhall complain of and proſecute the ſame to Effect, and the other 
Moiety to the Treafury of the County wherein the Offence ſhall be com. 
mitted. And if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall preſume to deface or pull dom 
any Publiſhment ſer up in Writing, as aforeſaid, before the Expiration of eight 
Days after the Time of its being ſer up; every ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhal 
be fined the Sum of Six Shillings, or be ſet in the Stocks one whole Hour, 

And in order to prevent inceſtuous and unlawful Marriages ; 

Be it furtber enafies, That no Man ſhall marry any Woman within th 
Degrees of Kindred hereafter named in this Act: That is to ſay, No Ma 
ſhall dae his Grand- father's Wife, Wife's Grand-Mother, Father's Siſter 
Mother's Siſter, Father's Brother's Wife, Mother's Brother's Wife, Wife) 

Father's Siſter, Wife's Mother's Siſter, Father's Wife, Wife's Mothe 
Daughter, Wite's Daughter, Son's Wife, Siſter, Brother's Wife, Wiel 
Siſter, Son's Daughter, Daughter's Daughter, Son's Son's Wife, Daughter 
Son's Wife, Wife's Son's Daughter, Wite's Daughter's Daughter, Brother 
Daughter, Siſter's Daughter, Brother's Son's Wife, Siſter's Son's Wife. 
And if any Man ſhall hereafter marry, or have carnal Capulation wit 
any Woman who is within the Degrees before recited in this Act, ey: 
ſuch Marriage ſhall be, and is hereby declated to be null and void: Ant 
all Children that ſhall hereafter be born of ſuch inceſtuous Marriage or Co 
pulation, ſhall be forever diſabled to inherit by Deſcent, or by being gent 
rally named in any Deed or Will, by Father or Mother. | 
That every Man and Woman who ſhall marry, or carnally know eat 
other, being within any of the Degrees before mentioned in this Act, a 
ſþall be convicted thereof before the Superior Court, fuch Man or Wom 
ſo convicted, ſhall be ſer on the Gallows the Space of one Hour, with a RO 
about each of their Necks, and the other End caſt over the Gallows ; ® 
in the Way from thence to the common Gaol, fhall be ſeverely whipt, f 
exceeding forty Stripes each. 

Alſo every Perſon ſo offending, ſhall for ever after wear a Capital Lett 

I, two Inches long, and proportionable Bigneſs, cut out of Cloth d 
contrary Colour to their Cloaths, and ſewed upon their upper Garmeſ 
on the out- ſide of their Arm, or on their Back, in open View, 
And if any Perſon or Perſons convicted and ſentenced as aforeſaid, 'M 
ſuch Offence, ſhall at any Time be found without their Halter ſo worn, UF 
ing their Abode in this State, they ſhall by Warrant from any one Afi 
or Juſtice of the Peace, be forthwith apprehended, and ordered to 
publicly whipt, not exceeding fifteen Stripes; and ſo from Time 
Time, toties Quoties. | 

Thar if any Man or Woman that are within the aforementioned Deg! 
ef Kindred; ſhall hereafter marry contrary to the Intent of this * 

who 
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choſe Marriage is by this Act declared null and void, ſhall be fo hardy as 
o converſe together as Man and Wife; or ſhall continue to dwelt in the 
me Houfe at any Time; or if any Man or Woman who ſhall hereafter be 
ivorced, or their Marriage declared null and void according to the Laws 


c this State, ſhall cohabit together as Man and Wife, and be thereof con- 


| WW iced ; all and every ſuch Perſon ſhall ſuffer the ſame Pains and Penalties 
| Bi: are by Law ſet and impoſed upon ſuch as ſhall be taken in Adultery. 
| And it ſhall. be in the Power of the Superior Court to aſſign unto any 
oman ſo ſeparated, ſuch reaſonable Part of the Eſtate of her late Hus- 

„end, as in their Diſcretion the Circumftances of the Eſtate may admit; not 
of Wceeding one third Part thereof. 15 J | 
b Aud whereas the Violation of the Murriage- Covenant is contrary to - the Com- 
* of God, and deſtructive to the Prace of Families: ue 
<> : 18 Therefore, Rn N 

Beit. further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon or Per. 
her ens in this State, being married, or who ſhall hereafier marry, do at any 
ime preſume to marry any other Perſon, (the former or other Husb 
Wife being alive), or ſhall continue to live together ſo married, that then 
ery ſuch Offender ſhall ſuffer and be puniſhed as in Caſe of Adultery , 
d ſuch Marriage ſhall be, and is hereby declated to be null and void. 
Which Offenders ſhall be tried in the County where they ſhall be ap- 
ehended. * Nh 

Always provided, That this Act, or any Thing therein contained, ſhall 
x extend to any Perſon or Perſons whole Husband or Wife fhall be con- 


whoſe Husband or Wife ſhall abſent him or her ſelf the one from the 
her by the Space of ſeven Years together, the one of them not knowing 
e other to be living within that Time, | 
Provided alſo, That this Act ſhal not extend to any Perſon or Perſons 
oſe Husband or Wife has lately, or ſhall hereafter go to Sea in any Ship 
other Veſſel bound from one Port to another, where the Paſſage is uſual- 
made in three Months Time; and ſuch Ship or Veſſel has not been, or 
ll not be heard of in the Space of three full Years next after their putting 
Lea from ſuch Port; or ſhall only be heard of under ſuch Circumſtan- 
Ws as may rather confirm the Opinion commonly received, of the whole 
Mapany's bein utterly loſt, 5 | 
But in every fech Cafe, the Matter . laid before the Superior Court, 
d made ſo to appear, the Perſon whoſe Husband or Wife is, or ſhall be 
this Manner parted from her or him, may be eſteemed and declared ſin- 
and unmarried ; and upon ſuch Declaration thereof, and Liberty ob- 
ned trom the ſaid Superior Court, may lawfully marry again; any Thing 
chis Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 1 G 
Provided alſo, That this Act ſhall not extend to any Perſon or Perſons 
at are, or ſhall be at the Time of ſuch Marriage divorced by any Sen- 
ce had, or hereafter to be had, as the Law of this State has in that 
le provided; nor to any Perſon or Perſons where the former Marriage 
1 ; y 8 
been, or ſhall hereafter by ſuch Sentence had, be declared to be void, 
dof none Effect; nor to any Perſon or Perſons for, or by Reaſon of any 
ner Marriage had or made, or hereafter to be had or made within the 
We of Confent: That is to ſay, the Man fourteen Years, and the Wo- 
In twelve Years of Age. | | 


And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Man be 
und in Bed with another Man's Wife; the Man and Woman fo offending, 
ig thereof convicted, ſhall be ſeverely whipt, not exceeding thirty 
pes; unleſs it appears upon Trial, that one Party was ſurprized, and did 
conſent, which ſhall excuſe ſuch Party from the Puniſhment. _ 

| Z | n 


vally remaining beyond the Seas, by the Space of ſeven Years together, 


Tobepuniſh- 
ed as adulter- 
ers, in caſe 
they cohabit, 
. 


The woman 
ſo ſeparated, 
to have part 


of her huſ- 


band's eftate. 


Bigamy pu- 
niſhable in 
the ſame 
manner as 


adultery. 


Where tria- 


ble. 


Proviſo. 


P r oviſo. 


Cafe to be 
laid before 
the ſuperior 
court. 


Proviſo. 


Any man 
found in bed 
with another 
man's wife, 
both to be 
whipt, unleſs, 
&Cc- 
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Penalty on 
men and wo- 
men that 
wear contra - 


ry apparel. 


Preamble. 


Minor part 
owners to be 


concluded by 


i 


And that if any Man ſhall wear Woman's Apparel, or if any Womy 
ſhall wear Men's Apparel, and be thereof duly convicted; ſuch Offenden 
ſhall be corporally puniſhed or fined at the Diſcretion of the County Cour, 


the Offence is committed. 


not exceeding Five Pounds, for the Uſe of the Treaſury of the County when 


" WO. — 
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An Act for regulating Maritime Affairs. 


WW HEREAS, through the Bleſſing of God upon this State, the Navigation n 

Maritime Affairs thereof are grown to @ conſiderable Intereſt; the well My 
nagement whereof is of great Concerument to the public Weal : And for the bein 
ordering the ſame, and that there may be known Laws and Rules for all Sort; 
Perſons employed therein, according io their ſeveral Stations and Capacities : 


E it enadted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Can 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, | 9 8 
d ND: SECTION I. 1 7 
| That whereas there are many Times Differences between Owners of Shi 
Ketches, Barques, Sloops, and other Veſſels in ſetting forth their ſeveral Par 
whereby Damage doth accrue to the particular Concernment of Owners ; and 
not prevented may be a great Obſtrufttion of Trade, where there are ſeveral a 
cerned as Owners, in any Ship, Ketch, Barque, Sloop or other Veſſel whatſcev 


the major uſed for Traffic, Commerce, Fiſping, Log, Board, Wood or Stone Carriage, un, 
85 falt or freſh Water : All ſuch Owners ot leſſer Part ſhall be concluded i. 
ſetting forth of their Part, by the major Part of the Whole concernel 

ſuch Owners ſo concluded, having Notice given them of the Meeting, a : 

of ſuch Concluſion, if they be nigh Hand. 1 1 

And in Caſe of any Owner refuſing, or by Reaſon of Neglect or Abſence, ol. 

Any owner able to provide for the ſetting forth his Part, The Maſter of ſuch Ship or Ve: 

failing to may take up upon the Bottom for the ſetting forth of the ſaid Part; i 10 

2 which being defrayed, the Remainder of the Income of ſuch Part to b 

* g o F lo 
bottomry. paid by the Maſter to the ſaid Owner. 


Owners refu- 
ling to ſign 
charter party, 
to make pro- 
teſt, &c. 


an 


Maſter to 
have but ſin- 
gle vote, un- 
leſs, &c. 


that he is authorized under the Hands of ſuch Owners abſent, and the 


| r 
And in Caſe of Freightment, where any Owner ſhall refuſe to aſſent to thi M 

ting out of Ship or Veſſel, where he is intereſted, ſuch Diſſenter ſhall manifel 

by ſome public Act of Proteſt, before the ſigning of Charter-Party; excl x 

the Maſter, the Reſt of the Owners, or both conceal from him or them t 


Acting, then his or their Proteſt after Charter-Party ſigned by themſel p 
or Agents, ſhall be taken for legal Diſſent, yet not to hinder the Proof 7 
of the Ship or Veſſel, but that thoſe ſo ſending her forth, ſhall be liabk h 
reſpond his Part upon Inſurance, according to the Cuſtom of Merchan.. 
which Inſurance is to be defaulked out of that Part of Hire due for . 
Owners which diſſented. | 5 

e 000 


] bereas Maſters of Ships or other Veſſels, have their Owners live Part i ly 
Country and Part in another, whereby they bave in themſelves not only Opportw 

and ſome have made Uſe thereof, in their own Perſons to repreſent the major Fl A 
of the Owners in the Place where they come. ws 


It is therefore enafied by the Authority aforeſaid, That ſuch Maſter ſhall E 
be taken to have Vote in the ordering of ſuch Veſſel further than his FF." 
Intereſt, except he make it appear to the Reſt of the Owners where It 


is to have Votes according to the Proportion of Parts he ſo ſtands for, an: 7 
Majority of Parts are to carry it as before: Nevertheleſs it is to be ui. 
ſtood, that any Owner hath Power to make Sale of his Part, either i / 
reſt of the Owners, or others, as may be moſt to his own Advantage: 


Maritime. 
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f any Maſter ſhall preſume to a& contrary hereunto, what Damage ſhall 
ze ſuſtained by the reſt of the Owners, the Maſters ſhall be liable to make 
200d, it being duly proved againſt him. 
SECTION IV. | 
Every Maſter taking Charge as Maſter of any Ship, or other Veſſel, an 
ot being ſufficient to diſcharge his Place, or that through Negligence or 
xcherwiſe, ſhall embezel the Owner's or Employer's Stock or Time, or ſhall 
offer his Men to neglect their due Attendance on Board, both by Day and 
ight, eſpecially whilſt Merchants Goods are on Board, and that himſelf 
nr Mate be not on Board every Night to ſee good Orders kept; upon defect 
herein, ſuch Maſter ſhall be liable to pay the Damage that ſhall accrue 
«My ſuch Neglect, it being duly proved againſt him. * 
16 SECTION V. 
For the Maſters better ſecuring their Men to them, and to prevent all coven, 
bey ſhall make clear Agreements with their Mariners and Officers for 
eir Wages ; and thoſe Agreements enter into a Book, and take the ſeveral 
en's Hands thereto ; a Copy whereof, the Maſter as a Portlidge Bill, ſhall 
ave with the Owner, if required of them before their ſetting ſail upon the 
oyage ; and all ſuch Agreements the Maſter ſhall make good to the Sea- 
en, and ſuch Ship or Veſſel as they fail in, ſhall be liable for to make 


ood the ſame. 
83 SECTION VI. 
All Maſters of greater or leſſer Veſſels, ſnall make due and meet Provi- 
ons ot Victuals and Drink for their Seamen and Paſſengers, as the Cuſtom 
d Capacity of the Places they ſail from will admit, upon Penalty of pay- 
g Damages ſuſtained for Neglect thereof. | 
SECTION. VI. 


Wy another Maſter, or employed upon a Voyage, nor ſhall any Seaman 
ip himſelf with any other Man, until he be diſcharged from him that 
ip'r him firſt ; upon Penalty of him that entertains him to pay one 
Woath's Wages that ſuch Seaman agrees for, as alſo of ſuch Seaman 5 2 


for ſecurity from Pirates, but ſuch Port as by Charter-Party, or his Bills 
Loading he is bound unto, until he hath delivered his Goods according 
bis Engagement; and in Caſe any Maſter ſhall take in Goods for more 
ts or Places than one, he ſhall declare himſelf ſo to do, to thoſe that 
eight upon him; and in Caſe he ſhall voluntarily go to any other Port 
Harbour than he is obliged to as aforeſaid, if Damage to the Merchant's 
vods happen thereby, ſuch Maſter ſhall make good the ſame, it being 
ly proved againſt him.. . | 
+: SBCTION IX. ire 
2/7 "Any Maſter hired out, or employed by his Owners upon any Voyage, 
eiu ing Advice from his Employers, that the Alteration of the Voyage 
« ſhall hen they are abroad may be much for their Security and Advantage, by 
a his ug to ſome other Port, the Maſter ſeeing meet to cloſe with that Advice, 


dart i 
f Por iu c 


3 che have made a particular Contract with the Maſter to the contrary. 
or. ani Provided, That they be not carried to ſtay out above one Year, nor be 
? ned to any Place where they may be liable to be preſſed into a Service 
are not willing unto. - , | 8. 64 
5 x7 02. SECTION 


That no Maſter ſhall ſhip any Seaman or Mariner, that is ſhip't before 


Penalty on 
maſters not 


attending on 
board. 


Maſters to 
make parti- 
cular agree- 
ments with 
ſeamen. 


Maſters to 
make due 
proviſions, 


Penalty for 
ſlupping ſea- 
men belong 
ing to other 
veſſels. 


Maſter not to 
deviate in the 
voyage, un- 


leſs neceſſita- 


ted, &c. 


Unleſs in 
certain caſes. 


here M Mariners ſhall not hinder his Proceed, unleſs where any of the Seamen | 


Proviſs. 
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SECTION X. 
Wages to be Maſters ſhall ſee their Officers and Mariners be duly paid their Wagy 
aid accord- 


ing to agree- 
ment. | 


according to Agreement made with them, upon the finiſhing of their Voyag 
without Delay or Trouble; upon Penalty of paying Damages for negles 
and all Coſts that the Seamen ſhall be at for the recovering the ſame. 
| SECTION XI. 
Whereas many Times Maſters take in Merchants Goods on Board their Si 


or Veſſels upon Freight, when yet they are not meetly fitted with ſuitable Tad 


Mafeers,ſhips 


and ſeamen 
to bear loſs of 
goods damni- 
hed by their 
neglect, &c. 


Damage of 
goods when 
ſhips fail foul 
&c. 


Maſter run- 
ing on board 
any ſhip at 
anchor, &c. 


Goods 
thrown over- 
board to ſave 
the reſt, to be 
made good . 
by average. 


Damage by 
inſufficient 
bottom. 


Damage at 
ſea. 


Damage by 
ihips break- 
ing looſe for 
want of _ 
ground tac- 
kle. 


ling, and Seamen, for the Security of ſuch Ships or Veſſels and Goods. 

Be is further enadted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in Caſe any Maſt 
of Ship or Veſſel, after he hath laden upon his Ship or Veſſel any Mcrchan 
Goods to be tranſported, ſhall, for want of ſufficient Ground- Tackle, (i 
to be had) or becauſe of want of ſufficient Men being on Board, com 
aſhore to the Damage of ſuch Merchants or Freighters in their Goods, ti; 
Ship ſhall be liable to make good ſuch Damages; and in Caſe the Defet 
appear to be in the Maſter and Men, both or either, the Owners ſhall 
cover ſuch Damage from them. | 

SECTION. XII. 

Where any Ship-Maſter hath moored his Ship or Veſſel, none othe 
ſhall come ſo near to him firſt moored, as to do him Damage, or recei 
Damage by him; upon the Penalty of him ſo coming, to make good i 
the Damage, and to be further puniſhed if Wilfulneſs or Perverlenels| 
the Action be proved againſt him. 

SECTION XIII. 

In Caſe any Maſter of Ship or Veſſel under Sail, ſhall run on Board a 
other Ship or Veſſel at an Anchor, and damnify him, the Party offcndin 
ſhall pay the Damage, and ſuch Ship or Veſſel as he fails in ſhall be liab 
to Arreſt for the making good the Damage: The Damage to be judge 
by indifferent Men appointed by the Judges thereof; unleſs the Parit 
agree amongſt themſelves. 

„ ai ene nee 

In Caſe of Loſs of Goods by Reaſon of throwing ſome over board toe: 
the Veſſel to ſave the reſt, (which throwing over 
without the Maſter and major Part of the Company's Conſent ; or at | 


Goods ſhall not be d 


of the Officers with the Maſter :) Which Goods ſhall be brought into 


Average, and the whole Loſs to be borne by Ship and Goods and Wage: 
Proportion that are ſaved : The like Courſe ſhall be for cutting of Malt 
and loſs thereof; or Boats, Cables or Anchors ; as alſo of Rigging and Sal 
for the Safety of the Whole; the Merchants Goods are to bear a Part 
the Loſs. Worn | 
SECTION XV, | 

In Caſe a Ship or Veſſel at ſetting forth, proves deficient, and gives o 
the Voyage, the Charges the Merchant hath ſuſtained in ſhipping and | 
ing his Goods, ſhall be borne by the Maſter and Owners of ſuch Va 
that preſumes to take Goods into an inſufficient Bottom. 

SECTION XVI. 

Any Ship or Veſſel at Sea receiving Damage by the Maſter's or Marin 

Negligence, yet bringing the Merchant's Goods home, and delivereth t! 


according to Bills of Lading, he ſhall receive his Freight: But if the G 


be damnified, the Maſter or Mariners ſhall make good the Damage. 
SECTION XVIL | 


and do her Damage for want of Ground-Tackle, the Ship breaking 


ſhall make good the Damage: But if it appear the Maſter or Marine" 


both, are negligent of freſhing their Hawſe, or clearing their Cables, © 
ſhall pay the Damage for ſuch Neglect. - - 


SECTION XVIII. F 


If any Ship or Veſſel in Storm, ſhall break looſe, and fall upon ano" 
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All Mariners being ſhipt upon a Voyage, and in Pay, ſhall duly: attend 
the Service of the Maſter's Ship or Veſſel for the Voyage, and not abſent 
themſelves by Day or Night, without Leave from the Maſter, upon forfeit- 
ing for cvery Offence the Sum of Five Sbillings. 58 

ie AX. 

No Officers or Mariners ſhall be diſorderly or unruly to occaſion Diftur- 
i bance in the Ship or other Veſſel he is ſhipped upon, to hinder or damnif 
+ the Voyage; to be proved by the Maſter or other Mariners, vr both, upon 

Penalty of paying the Damage; if able; and in Caſe of Inability to pay, 
to ſuffer cor poral Puniſnment, as the Nature of the Offence may require: 
And in Caſe the Maſter ſhall conceal the Offences of ſuch, and refuſe to 
eie Evidence therein, they ſhall be amerced or impriſoned, as the Judges 
one thall ſee meer. A , | = 
Do | : SECTION: XX. on: 
If any ſhall undertake the Charge of Pilot, Boatſwain, Gunner, or any 
other Office in Ship or other Veſſel, and not be able to diſcharge the Duty 
Pof che Place; ſuch ſhall loſe their Wages in Part or in Whole; and be fur- 
ther puniſhed for their Preſumption, as the Judges ſhall ſee meet. 
othe SECTION XXI. | 
ce All Mariners ſhall keep true Watch at Sea or in Harbour, as the Maſter 
od Wall appoint, upon pain of forfeiting One Shilling for every Default, to be 
el ¶ dcfaulked out of their Wages. 5 ag 18 
| SECTION XXII. 
Any Mariner that hath entered upon a Voyage, and ſhall depart, and 
leave the Voyage, ſhall forfeit all his Wages; one half to the Poor, the 
ther half to the Mauer and Owners, and be further puniſhed by Impri- 
lonment, or otherwiſe, as the Caſe may be circumſtanced ; to be judged 
by the Magiſtrate or Magiſtrates which are complained to, excepr ſuch 
Scaman ſhall ſhew juſt Cauſe for his ſo leaving the Voyage, and ſhall pro- 
ure an Order theretor from Authority. | 
SECTION XXIII. 
to ei If any Mariner ſhall have received any conſiderable Part of his Wages, 
de dend ſhall run away from the Ship or Veſſel he belongs to, and decline the 
at le Per vice of the Maſter in the Proſecution of the Voyage; he ſhall be purſued 
into s a aiſobedient run-away Servant, and proceeded with as ſuch an one. 
\ ages SECTION XXIV. | . 
Miß If any Mariner ſhall entertain any Perſon or Perſons, on board the Ship 
nd Suhr Veſſel he ſails in, without the Maſters Leave; or if Maſters or Mariners 
Pan hall do it at unreaſonable Times; he or they ſhall forfeit Twenty Shillings, 
ne half to the Poor, the other half to the Owners. 
SECTION XXV. 


d an 
-ndin 
Had 
judge 
Parit 


ves Ol No Seaman or Seamen, or Officer, ſhall commit any Outrage upon the 
and la Maſter of any Ship or Veſſel; but thoſe ſo offending ſhall be ſeverely pu- 
ch VelWiſhed by Fine, or corporal Puniſhment, as the Fact ſhall appear to be cir- 


umſtanced to the Judges that ſhall hear it, and as they ſhall judge meer. 
any Officers or Mariners ſhall combine againſt the Maſter, whereby the 
Mari" oyage ſhall be diverted, or hindred, or that Damage thereby ſhall accrue 
reth tie the Ship and Goods; they ſhall be puniſhed with loſs of Wages, or 
he Goh therwiſe, as Mutineers, as the Caſe may require. | 
ge. SECTFONEAXYT. 
In Caſe any Ship or Veſſel be in Diſtreſs at Sea, by Tempeſt or other 
\ccident, the Mariners ſhall do their utmoſt Endeavour to aſſiſt the Maſter 


n ano 


ing VP ſaving Ship and Goods; and not deſert him without apparent Hazard 
cine Mat by ſtay ing they may loſe their Lives. | 
bles, © | SECTION XXVII. | 
And in Caſc of ſuffering Shipwreck, the Mariners are, without Diſpute, 
F pon their getting on Shore, to do their utmoſt Endeavour to fave the 


Ship 


Mariners not 
to be abſent 
without leave 


Y Officers or 


mariners diſ- 
orderly, how 
puniſhed. 


Ignorance 
how puniſh- 
ed. 


Watch to be 
kept. 


Mariners de- 
ſerting the 
voyage. 


Run away 
mariners. 


Mariners en- 
tertaining o- 
thers without 
leave. 


Outrage on 
the maſter. 


* in diſ- 
treſs not to 


be left. 


Mariners du- 
ty to do their 
utmoſt in 


ſhip wrecks 
to ſave goods. 
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1 n 
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Maſters. 


Single per- 
ſons not to 
keep houſe, 
&c. unleſs, 
&c. 


Perſons under 
arents, &c. 

incapable to 

contract, &c. 


Servants not 


to trade with- 


out licence. 


Apprentices 
toſerve treble 
time for ab- 


ſconding, &c. 


Run away 
ſervants to be 
purſued, 


Servants pro- 
tected and re- 
lieved from 


the cruelty of 
their Maſters. 


Proviſo. 


If default in 
the maſter, 
&c. 


Tf in the ſer- 
vant, &c. 


err 22 
8 4 


— 


mn... 


Ship or Veſſel, Tackle and Apparel; as alſo the Merchants Goods x 
much as may be; out of which they ſhall have a meet Compenſation for 
their Hazard and Pains : And upon Conviction of Negligence therein, 


ſhall be puniſhed according to the Demerit of the Offence, . 


„ 


nnn... 


An AQ relating to Maſters, and Servants or Apprentice 


E it ended by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cour 

aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Man that is neithet 
married, nor hath any Children, nor Servant, nor is a public Officer, ſhall 
keep Houſe of himſelf, without the Conſent of the Town where he live 
under Penalty of Twenty Shillings per Week. 

That no Perſon under the Government of a Parent, Guardian or Maſte 
ſhall be capable to make any Contract or Bargain, which in the Law ſhal 
be accounted valid, unleſs the ſaid Perſon be authorized or allowed ſo u 
Contract or Bargain, by his or her Parent, Guardian or Maſter ; in whid 
Caſe ſuch Parent, Guardian or Maſter ſhall be bound thereby. 

That no Servant Man or Maid, ſhall either give, buy, ſell or exchange an 
Commodity whatſoever, without Licence from their Maſter, during th 
Time of their Service, under Pain of Fine or corporal Puniſhment, as tit 
Offence ſhall deſerve, by the Judgment of the Court. 


And whereas ſome ſtubborn, refraftory and diſcontented Servants aud App. 
tices, do ſomelimes withdraw themſelves from their Maſters Service: 


Be it therefore further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That whatſoen 
Servants or Apprentices of fifteen Years of Age, or upwards, ſhall unjuſ 
offend in that Kind, by withdrawing or abſconding from their Maſter 
Service, before their Covenants or Term of Service are expired, they (þ 
ſerve their Maſters the treble Term, or threefold the Time of their Abſen 
in ſuch Manner. | | | | 

And when any Servant, Servants. or Apprentices ſhall run from the 
Maſters, it ſhall be lawful for the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, 
Conſtable, and two of the chief Inhabirants in ſuch Town where no Aſi 
ant or Juſtice is, to preſs Men and Boats, (if Occaſion be) at the Maſte 


Requeſt-and Charge, to purſue ſuch Servants and Apprentices, by Sea 


Land, and to bring them back by Force. 5 
That if any Servant or Apprentice ſhall flee from the Tyranny or Cru 
of his or her Maſter, to the Houſe of any Inhabitant of the ſame Toi 


whereto he or ſhe beloogs, ſuch Servant or Apprentice ſhall be there p R 
tected and ſuſtained till due Order be taken for his or her Relief. 4 
Provided, Due Notice thereof be torthwith given to his or her Mal,” 


and to the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace: Which Authority ft 
cauſe ſaid Maſter and Servant, or Apprentice, to come before him, 


ſhall reconcile them if he ean; but if not, may, according to his Dilc 
on, bind over the ſaid Maſter to the next County Court; and alſo b 
over ſaid Servant or Apprentice to ſaid Court, or give Orders for hö 


her ſafe Cuſtody in the mean Time, and for his or her Appearance belt 
ſaid Court: Which Court on hearing the Matter may upon Default fov 


in the Maſter, diſcharge ſuch Servant or Apprentice from his or her Ind 


ture-and Service. 


And if Default be found in the Servant or Ap rentice, may inflict | 0 


proper Punifhment upon him or her, as the ſaid Court in their Diſcre 
ſhall think fit. N . ä ms 


— — — — a. n 2 FIC IS? 4 8 * a. 


2 Cars 8& A LAW, 8. 
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Meeting-Houſes 


zn Act directing how to proceed when it ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary to build a Meeting- Houſe for divine Worſhip. 
YE it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court vynen . 

: E aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when any religious So- ting houſe is 
ety, allowed to be ſuch by this Aſſembly , or eſtabliſhed and approved by to be built, 
he Laws of this State, (thoſe only tolerated by the Laws of this State, and application 
giſſenting from us, excepted) ſhall by their Vote (wherein two-third Parts h. * 
ff the Inhabitants, qualified by Law to vote, and preſent in the Meeting of court. 
uch Society) declare it to be neceſſary to build a Meeting- Houſe , every 
uch Society, ſhall apply ro the County Court in the County where ſuch 
Society, or the greater Part thereof is fituate, to appoint and affix the 
place whereon their Meeting-Houſe ſhall be erected and built. 

And the County Courts in the reſpective Counties, are hereby authorized 
nd impowered to hear all concerned, and take proper Meaſures for affixing 
uch Place; and to appoint, order and affix the Place whereon their Meet- To affx the 
ng-Houſe ſhall be erected and built: Which being done, concluded and place. 
ſcertained by the Judgment of the County Court, in the County where 
uch Society, or the major Part thereof is ſituate; the Committee of ſuch 
Wociety ſhall forthwith give due Notice to the Inhabitants thereof to meet 
W: ſome ſuitable Time and Place, to authorize and appoint ſome meet Per- 
ons to be a Committee for ſetting up, building and finiſhing an Houſe 
roper and ſuitable for ſuch Uſe, on the Place appointed, as aforeſaid. 

At which Meeting the ſaid Society ſhall proceed to grant and levy a Tax To tax. 
n the Inhabitants of ſuch Society, to be collected and paid to the Society 
reaſurer, to enable ſaid Society to go forward with the ſaid Building, 

And the Clerk of the Society ſhall keep the Account of their Disburſe- 


ch Order, the Doings of the Society at their next Seſſions after fixing {ociety to 

e Place, as aforeſaid ; as alſo the Progreſs of the Committee in building 2 ＋ 

ch Houſe, to each County Court in the County at their ſtated Seſſions, county court. 
Wl the Houſe be finiſhed. And for every negle& of his Duty therein, 

Wall incur the Penalty of Two Pounds to the County Treaſury in ſuch Penalty for 

Wounty : To be recovered of ſuch Clerk before the County Court in the negled. 

ounty where the Society is ſituate ; by Action, Bill, Plaint or otherwiſe 

che Law will allow. 4 


Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if the County Court 


ch Society do not proceed to ſet up and finiſh a Meeting-Houſe at the tax in caſe, 

lace appointed, as aforeſaid, and certify the ſame to this Aſſembly ; this © 

ſſembly will aſſeſs and levy upon ſuch Society, from Time to Time, ſuch 

m and Sums of Money as may be needful, to ſet up and finiſh ſuch 

eting-Houſe : Which ſhall be by Order of this Aſſembly atcordingly 

proved. e : 

And every ſuch Sum of Money ſhall be by the Treaſurer of the State 

4d to the public Tax of the Society, and gathered as a Part of the pub- ; 

Tax, by the Conſtable who gathers the State Rate, and paid into the _—_ 

blic Treaſury, to be re-imburſed for the Uſe aforeſaid : Who ſhall by ; 

der of this Aſſembly, deliver the ſame to ſuch Perſon or Perſons as by 

F'cmbly ſhall be appointed. | 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall not he 

ful for any of the Societies aforeſaid, or for any Part of ſuch Society to gc. except, 

d or ſet up any Meeting-Houſe tor religious Worſhip, without procur- &c. | 

8 the County Court in the County where ſuch Society is fituare, firſt to 

„rin the Place for ir, as in this Act is limited and provided. F 

# And whoſoever ſhall tranſgreſs this Order, ſhall incur the Penalty of 
p | Forty 
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ents: And every ſuch Clerk ſhall certify the County Court which gave Clerk of the 


ſuch County do find by the Clerk's Certificate, that the Inhabitants of Aſſembly to | 


Not to build, 
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On penalty Forty Pounds, to the Treaſury of ſuch County: To be recovered before ii 
of 4ol. County Court in the County where the Tranſgreſſion is committed. 

| And the Proceedings in ſettling and affixing ſuch Meeting-Houſe Plag 
| ſhall be at the Charge of the Society where {ſuch Houle is needed: And ſuc 


i e Aa = County Court ſhall be allowed the Fees for * Judgment thereon, as i 
| ſociety, the Trial of other Cauſes, | 
k An Act for preſerving due Order in Town-Meetingy 
| Socicty-Meetings, and in the Meetings of other Com: 
Wl munities; and for preventing Tumults therein. 8 
| l | * HERE AS the Peace and good Order 'of Towns, Societies and other Co 


munities do very much depend on their peaceably and orderly carrying on ly 
managing their Affairs in their Meetings, und their tack Proceeding n 
Therefore, 
E it enacted by the Governor, Council, antl Repreſentatives, in Genera! Cor 
1 aſſembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That when any Town, Society; 
It | or Proprietors Meeting, or the Meeting of any other Community is Jawfol 
| aſſembled, if any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, ſhall in ſuch Meeting d 
| Aſſembly. by Sirens Noiſe, Quarrelling, or by any unlawful A 
1 diſturb ſuch Meeting, or hinder the Members thereof from proceeding in M. 
| orderly and peaceable Manner to the Choice of their Moderator, or after thifffe i 
— Bane Choice of ſuch Moderator, ſhall vilify or abufe him, or interrupt him in ties 
ny — Diſcharge of his Truſt ; or after he hath commanded Silence in ſuch Mev 
&c. ing, ſhall ſpeak in the Meeting to the Diſturbance of the Buſineſs of MO 
Meeting, without the Moderator's Leave firſt had and obtained, (unleſs Wit! 
be to aſk reaſonable Liberty to ſpeak) ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſo Offendig E 
in any of the Particulars Ale contrary to the Intent of tt 
will. Act, 'ſhall for every ſuch Offence forfeit and pay a Fine of Five nn 
1 the Treaſurer of the Town where the Offence is commied. A 
$9411 Tiable b All Offences againſt this Act to be heard and determined by any one A eg 
109 an gw 5h or tant or Juſtice of the Peace; unleſs the Offence be aggravated by ſome nol T 
1 juſtice. rious Breach of Peace; in which Cafe the Offenders fall be bound over Ho 
13.108 ſuch. Aſſiſtant or Tuftice, to the next County Court, to anſwer for fudrſt 
Offence : Which Court may impoſe fuch Fine as the Aggravations of HT 
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hl Offence, in their Judgment, deſerves ; not exceeding Ten Pounds. oſt 
Wi! Adjourn- And that no ſuch Meeting ſhall be adjourned, hut WW nn Pan T 
1 ments to be the Members mw egi. 
WAN by major Ti 
1000 1 9 bp 
1000 fc 
fl An Act for forming, regulating, . conducting t Th 
WW military Force of this State. 11 

| Preamble. HERE AS the Defence and Security of all free States 1 (under > | thy 


upon the Exertions of a well regulated and diſciplined Militia, 
| Wherefore, 

E it enacted by the Governor, Council, ond Repreſentatives, in General Cu 

alſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all male Perlo 

Who obliged from lixteen Years of Age to Forty-five, ſhall conſtitute the military Fe 
to bear arms, of this State, except Members of the Council, .of the Houſe of Reprel 
and who ex- tatives, and of the Congreſs of the United States far the Time being, 
empt. State Treaſurer, and Secretary, Juſtices of the Peace, field, commiſſion 
and ſtaff Officers, honourably diſcharged, Miniſters of the Goſpel, the! 
ſident, Tutors and Students of College, Phyſicians and Surgeons, Sele 
men, conſtant School- maſters, one Miller to each Griſt-mill, being apy! 


ed by the Select-men, and having a Certificate thereof, conſtant Mart 
WI 
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Militia. 


_ 
LES 


„ho make it their conſtant Buſineſs to go to Sea, Sheriffs and Conſtables, 
onſtant Ferry men, Perſons diſabled through Lameneſs or other bodily In- 
Ermity, during the Continuance of ſuch Diſability, producing a Certificate 
hereof from two able Phyſicians, to the Acceptance of his or their commiſ- 
zoned Officers, non-commiſſioned Officers and Privates who have inliſted or 
hall hereafter inliſt into the ConneFicut Line of the Army of the United 
States, for the Term of the preſent War, and have faithfully ſerved for 
aid Term, or obtained an honourable Diſcharge, and Indians, Negroes 
nd Molattoes. 1 FFC BN 4 

Provided nevertheleſs, That ſuch military Officers, and all Houſholders 
ind others not fifty-five Years of Age, ſhall give their Attendance on Days 
zppointed for viewing of Arms, as hereafter directed; and ſuch Officers 
hall be ſubject to do their Proportion of military Duty, when called by a 


pperior Officer, in the Office they have reſpectively ſuſtained, — 
And whereas ſundry Perſons have heretofore obtained Diſcharges from mili- 


any Inſtances are removed, and others have obtained ſuch Diſcharges from an 
buſe of the Proviſions of the Law heretofore in force for that Purpoſe. 
| Therefore, ASI Oro II 
Be it enatied by the Authority aforeſaid, Thit no able-bodied and effective 
an, in the Judgment of the commiſſioned Officers of the wg; with- 
the Limits of which he may belong, ſhall on Account cf ſuch Diſchar- 
es, be exempted from military Duty, but ſhall be enrolled in their reſpec- 
ve Companies, agreeable to the Proviſions of this Act, and be liable to 
o Duty in ſuch Companies as others by Law are, ſuch Diſcharges not- 
| Ithſtanding. | by . * 
Be it furl ber Enafted That the military Companies ſhall continue and 
main as they now are, in reſpect to the Lines of Diviſion and Boundaries 
d Order of Dignification. . 7 OT RARE © 
And that the — military Companies aforeſaid ſhall be divided into 
egiments, Brigades and Diviſions, in Manner fol:owipg, viz. PO A 
Thoſe in the Towns of Hartford, Windſor, Suffield, and that Part of the 
— of Farmington laying in the Par. ſn of Mintonbury, fhall conſtitute the 
r ſparſt Regiment. 8 | or „ 
of tf Thoſe in the Fowns of New-Haven, Milford, Derby and M oodbridge, ſhall 
oſtitute the ſecond Regiment. eee 
Pun Thoſe in the Towns of Neu-London and Lyme, ſhall conſtitute the third 
_ Fekiment, - | | of 5 
Thoſe in the Towns of Fairfield, Stratford and Reading, ſhall conſtitute 
fourth Regiment. Co ( Wy 
Thoſe in the Towns of Vindbam, Mansfield, Coventry and Aſsford, ſhall 
nſttute the fifth Regiment. | * 
hong in the Towns of Wetbergſield and Glaſtenbuty, ſhall conſtitute the 
tt Regiment. | i Bd 1 | 
Thoſe in the Town of Say-Brook, Killingworth and Haddam, ſhall conſti- 
© the ſeventh Regiment. | 3 | | * 
Thoſe in the Towns of Stonington, Preſton and Groton, ſhall conſtitute 
eighth Regiment. 2 
Thofe in the Fowns of Norwalk, Stamford and Greenwich, ſhall conſtitute 
inth Regiment. — UTE 
Thoſe in the Towns of Wallingford, Cheſhire and Durham, ſhall conftt- 
be tenth Regiment. 7 | | 
Thoſe in the Towns of Pomfret, Killingly and Woodſtock (except the South 
pany in faid Killingiy) ſhall conſtitute the eleventh Regiment. 
boſe in the Towns of Lebanon, Hebron, and the Company in the Society 
Marlborough in Colcheſter, ſhall conſtitute the twelfth Regan: 
T . a . 


— — 


ary Duty, on account of temporary Diſorders and Infirmities of Body, which in 


| Proyifo; 


When dif- 
charges ſhall 
not avail to 
exempt from 
military 
duty. 
Companies 
to remain the 
ſame, &c. 


Divided into 


regts. & brĩ- 
gades, &e. 


i. Regr. 
2d. Regts 
3d. Regt. 
4th regt. 
6th regt. 
7th regt. 
8th regt. 
gtir regt. 
10th regt. 


11th rege. 
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13th regt. 
14th regt. 


15th regt. 


Sth regt. 
1 >theregts ; 


18th regt. 
19th regt. 
20th regt. 


2 1ſt regt. 
22d regt. 


234d regt. 


24th regt. 
an gh 
26th roge: | 
ch regt. 
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Regiments 
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2d bERBade 
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5th Brigade, 
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6th Brigade 
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Light dra- 


goons form'd 


tg. Tho: 


ments 


1% Nm,; 


Thoſe id the Towns of IPod bury, Waſpington, New-M ord and Ky 
- Mall conltitute the thirteenth Regiment. 
AThoſe in the Towns of Cornwall; Sharon, Sali bury, Canaan nd Nei 
Wal conſtitute the fourteenth Regiment. 5 
-» - Fhoſe in the Towns of Farmington, (excluũve of that Part thereof Ivin 
Re the Pariſh of Wintenvury,) and Southington, Mig coaſtitute ay bitten 5 
egiment. 
Thoſe in the Towns of Danbify, Ridgefield, Newtown and New. Pai 
ſhall conſtitute the ſixteenth Regiment. 
Thoſe in the Town#of  Litchfeld, G oben, 7 ofringeon and Harwinton, be 
* conſtitute the ſevenceenth Regiment, id ene 
Fhoſe in the Town of Sym/bury, ſhall conſtitute the elghtectith Reg! 
* \. Thoſe in the "Fowns of Eaft-Windſor, Enfield, Bolt Wnt Diff" ori 
dal conſtiture the nineteenth Regiment.. e thick 
I'hoſe in the Town of Norwich, Mall conftiturs the twentieth Regime 
Thoſe in the Towns of Plainfield, Cauteruury, Loiuntcax, and the Soul 
— in Kallingly, ſhall conſtitute. the twenty-firſt Regiment. 
Thoſe in the Towns of Tolland, Somers, Stafford, . }/:ilington and Uni 
ſhall conſtitute the twenty-ſecong, Regiment. 
Thoſe in the Towns of Mzdd! etoron and Chatham, ſhall conftiture. 
twenty-third Regiment. 
IT! hoſe in the Towns of Faſt-Haddim and Colchefier, / except the Compi 
in Marlborough in ſaid Colchetzr) hall conſtitute the rwenty-fourth Regimet 
© Thoſe in the Towns of New-Hartford, Hartland, Wincheſter, Barkh: 
fied and Colebrook, ſhall conftitute the twenty- fifth Regiment. 
- Thoſe in the Towns of Materbu yy and Watertoum, thall conſtit cute 
twenty: -ſixth Regiment. | 
I hofe in the Towns of Guilford a and Branford, wall con firate the Het 
ſeventh Regiment.” n 
And where, by the diviſion of Companies into Regittents which Hätht 
hall be made, it Mall ſo happen Hat a Company ſhall be divided; and 
Part into one Regittienr and part into another, in fuch Cale the minor P. 
1 fach Compady ſhall belong co the Regiment te to which the ingfer 
elofigs:* | 
And the ſeveral Regiments ſhall be farmed into o Brigades, in Man 
151 flowing, viz.” 
I he.fir rſt, kixth, ninereenth.and t twenty - ſecond Re; Eiments, mall conti 
the BME Brigadk. “ 
The fn. ſeventh, . tenth,. twenty-third,, twenty-ſixth and rer 
Teventh” Regiments, Mall conſtitute the fecond Brigade. | 
The third, eighth, t ventieth and NN fourth Regiments, Niall cool 
Tuts the'thira® Figade. Ss 
The Het rler. thirteenth and. ſixteenth Regiments, ſhall conſt 
the fourth B rigade | 
The fifth, eleventh, twelfth and. twerity- -firſt Regiments, mall conſt 
ine fifth Brigade. 
Ae fourteenth, fifteenth, ſeventeenth, eighteenth and . -fifth \ 
iments; ſhall conltitate the fixth Brigade. 


id be it further Enalied, That the Companies of en Bunge ons wh 
have, by virtue of the Laws heretofore made, been formed out of che Re 
-nitms of Infantry, {K3lLbe formed into Regiments in Manner following) 

Thoſe in the firſt, ſecond, ſixth, ſeventh, tenth. and twenty third e 
ents of Infantry, ſhall Vonſtitute the Hrſt Regiment. 

T hoſe in the third, eighth, twelfth, twentieth, twenty-fourth: and tus 
ſeventh Regiments of Infantry, ſhall conftitute the ſecond Regiment. 

Thoſe in the fourth, ninth and ſixteenth Regiments of Intantry, 
conſtitute the thifd Regiment. 5 Tho 
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Thoſe in the fifth, eleventh, nineteenth, twenty-firſt and twenty - ſecond 
Regiments of Infantry, ſhall conſtitute the fourth Regiment. 
Thoſe in the thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, ſeventeenth, eighteenth 
nd twenty- fifth Regiments of Infantry, ſhall conſtitute the fifth Regiment. 
Be it further Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Governor of this 
tate for the Time being, ſhall be Captain-General and Commander in 
hief, and the Lieutenant-Governor for the Time being, ſhall be Licute- 
ant-General of and over all the military Force of this State; and there 
all be appointed by the General Aſſembly, as may be neceſſary, one Bri- 
adier- General to the Command of each Brigade, and one Lieutenant-Co- 
nel Commandant, and one Major to each Regiment of Infantry, and one 
zor in each of ſaid Regiments of Cavalry, to be commiſſioned by the Go- 
ernor ; and in every Infantry Company where there are ſixty- four Soldiers 
eſides Officers, there ſhall be one Captain, one Lieutenant, and one Enſign, 
dur Serjeants, four Corporals, one Drummer and one Fifer ; and where there 
e thirty-two Soldiers, there ſhall be one Lieutenant and one Enſign, two 
jeants, two Corporals, one Drummer and one Fifer; and where there 
> but twenty-four ſoldiers, there ſhall be one Lieutenant, two Serjeants, 
o Corporals and one Fifer; and in every Company of Cavalry of forty 
pldiers (which Number no Company ſhall exceed) there ſhall be one Cap- 
in, one Lieutenant, one Cornet and one Quarter-maſter, four Corporals, 
e Clerk and one Trunipeter, which Officers the reſpective Companies have 
iberty to nominate, the Individuals of ſaid Companies being notified by 
eir reſpective commanding Officers that he is about to lead them to the 
hoice of ſuch commiſſioned Officers; and in Caſe of the Infantry, the 
ouſholders, and others by Law obliged to keep Arms, at leaſt three 
ays before ſuch Choice; and all commiſſioned Officers ſhall be eſtabliſhe 


. 


"pt 
Mei 
the 
Net 
cm the commanding Officer of the Regiment to which they belong. 
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Captain- Ge- 
ral or Commander in Chief, or in his Abſence, the Lieutenat-Gener 
hereby authoriſed and impowered, as he may judge neceſſary, upon Oc- 
ſion of Alarm, Invaſion, or Notice of the Appearance of an Enemy, el, 
er by Sea or Land, to order the Whole or any Part of the military Force 
this State to be aſſembled in martial Array, and put in warliks Poſture, 
I the ſame lead, order, or employ for the aſſiſting or relieving any of the 
abitants of this or the neighbouring States attacked by ati Enemy, or in 
ger thereof; and generally to iſſue out or publiſh, either through the 
jatinel of the public Prints, or by the ſtaff Departments, fuch Orders as 
may judge expedient to carry into Execution the Intents and Deſigns of 
Act; and all ſubordinate Officers are hereby required to yield entire 
edience thereto accordingly ; and the Officers ſeverally commanding 
gades, Regiments and Companies, are hereby veſted with the ſame 
wers and Authorities, within the Limits of their reſpective Commands; 
vided that when they, or any of them, find it neceflaty to order out the 
ce under their Command, they ſhall forthwith poſt away the Intelti- 


Naht 
6p! 
or Pr 
ar U 
Man 
nſtit 
twen 


1 cool 


onſt 
onſtit 
fifth ons, to the Captain-General, or any other their ſuperior Officer, as may 
udged moſt conducive to the public Safety; and the Officer receiving 


ns wi Intelligence ſhall obſerve the ſame Line of Conduct, in order that it 
che R in the moſt expeditious Manner, arrive to the Captain-Genefal. 
wind, Wt it further Enafted, That the commanding Officers of Brigades, may, 
ird Epften as they ſee Cauſe, require the Attendance of any, or all the field. 


55 ters under their reſpective Commands, at ſuch Time and Place as they 
ent. 
atry, 
Thod 


/ Affairs, and promoting military Skill and Diſcipline in ſaid Brigades; 
the commanding Officers of Regiments ſhall be veſted with like Po- 
1 „ P T 2 e 295 vs et; ö 


the General Aſſembly, and the non-commiſſioned Officers by Warrant 


ce and the Occaſion thereof, together with their Movements and Ope- 


Il appoint, to confer with them on the Subject of better ordering of mi- 


4th Regt. 


5th Regt. 


Governor 
Captain- Ge- 
neral, Lieut. 
Governor 
Lieut. Gene- 
ral. 


Subordinate 
officers how 
appointed. 


When and 
upon. what 

occaſion the . 
whole or part: 
of the militia 
of the ſtate 

may be calf 


ed forth: 


Orders to bs 
obeyed. | 


Proviſo. 


Command- 
ing officers of 


. brigades may 


require their 
field officers 
attendance, 
to conſult, 
&c. 
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Commiand- 
ing officers of 
regiments | 
the like pow- 
er in reſpect 
to the officers 
of their regĩ- 
ments, &c. 


Officer giv- 


ing up his 
commiſſion 
without, &c. 


Adjutant- 
General &c. 
to be ap- 
pointed, 


Pay- maſter, 
quarter-maſ- 
ter, &c. how 
appointed. 


Qdarter- ma. 
ſter-general, 
D. Quarter- 
maſter- gene- 
ral; Ke. 


Quarter- 


maſter- gene- 
ral to provide 
magazines, 
&C, 


and to re- 
ceive monies 
by order out 
of the State 


treaſury, &c. 


to be accoun- 


Companies in their reſpective Regiments, and alſo to divide fad Comp 


: ted, as may be neceſſary, by Warrant from the Captain-Gerieral, one Ad 


| Each, Brigade; and the ſaid Quarter-Maſter-General, his Deputies, and t 


"_ nor or neglect of 6158 


er, and for like Purpoſes to call together m ke Manner, any or all t 
commiſſioned Officers of their refpectiye Regiments; and the Field Oficy 
of Regiments are hereby alſo impoweted and directed to dignify the ſever 


as they may, (with the Advice of the commiſſioned Officers of the Comꝑ 
nies propoſed to be divided from Time to Hum) judge expedient, agrees 
bly to the Proviſions of this Act. r 
All be it further Enafted, That if any commiſſioned Officer ſhall gin 
up his Commiſſion, without Liberty froth the Captgin-General';\and if Pl 
non · commiſſioned Officer ſhall give up his Wartinc, without Liberty fron 
the commanding Officer of the Regiment to which he belongs, every ſud 
commiſſioned and non- commiſſioned Officer ſhall be reduced to the anks 
Aud be it further Enafied, That there ſhall be from Time to Time appoi 


tant-General over the whole Militia of this State, and one Brigade Maj 
in each Brigade, in like Manner; by the reſpective Brigadiers-General; an 
dne Adjutant in each Regiment, in like Manner, by the commanding Office 
of Regiments reſpectively, whoſe Duty it ſhall be carefully and diligentlyn 
collect and truly make up all Returns in their ſeveral Limits, at the Ting 
and according to the Form or Forms that thay be ordered, and generally 
execute fuch legel Orders as may be enjoined on them by their luperi 
Officers; and the commandin Officers of Regiments ſhall alſo, in lik 
Manner, appoint one Pay-Maſter 4nd one n from the Lin 
df their reſpective Regiments, and alſo one Surgeon and Mate; and fron 
the liſts of Serjeants, Drummers and Fifers ſhall appoint one Serjeant- Maja 
one Quarter-Maſter- Serjeant, one Drum Majbf and. one F ife- Major; an 
the commanding Officers of Companies ſhall . have liberty to appoint fra 
the lift of Serjeants, one Orderly-Serjeant; which ſeveral Officers ſhall! 
liable to be diſplaced for Miſdetneanior or neglect of Duty, by the Office 
granting fuch Warrant, or their ſucceſſors in Officde. 

Aud be it further Enafted, That there ſhall be appointed from Time t 
Time, as may be neceſſary, by the General Aſſembly, one Quarter- Maſter 
General, with Power of ſubſtituting a Deputy Quarter-Maſter. General! 


Regimenfal Quarter: Maſters ſhall, each and every of them, be ſworn tot 
faithful-diſcharge of the Duties of their Office. And it ſhall be the Du 
of. the Quarter: Maſter-General to provide, Keep and maintain a Magazi 
of Powder, Ball, and other warlike Stores, and camp Equipage,, to be read 
for the uſe of this State as Occaſion may require, according to the Direch 
ons of the General Aſſembly; for the procuring of which Supplies, andf 
the defraying the neceſſary Charges of his Department, he ſhall from Tis 
to Time, by order of the General Aſſembly or Governor and Council, recei 
out of the public Treaſury of this State, ſuch Sums of Money as they 5 
Judge expedient, and ſhall give Bonds to the State Treaſurer, with ſufficie 


Surety, faithfully to apply the ſame, and to render his Account, when " 


quired, And the, faid Deputy-Quarter-Maſter-General ſhall aid and al 
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de ordered by the Fleld Officers, which ſhall not be leſs than one Pound 
pf good Powder, three Pounds of Balls, and ſix Flints for each non-com- 
niffioned Officer and effective Soldier in their reſpective Regiments in Time 
xf War, and in Time of Peace half the Quantity of each of faid Articles; 
nd alſo two Tents, two Camp Kettles to every Company. of fixty-four 
privates, and in the ſame Proportion for a greater or ſmaller Number. 
and each regimental Quarter-maſter ſhall make Return of the State and 
uantity of the military Stores and camp equipage in their reſpective Re- 
iments, certified by the commanding Officer, by the firſt day of May an- 
vally, and oftner, if thereto required, to the Deputy Quarter-Maſter-Ge- 
ral, in the Brigade to which they teſpectively belong, who, on receiving 
he ſame, is to form and make up a brigade Return of the fame Kind, and 
xanſmit the fame to the Quarter-Maſter-General, by the tenth Day of May 
nnually, and oftner if thereto required; and ſaid Quarter-Maſter-General 
all make a ſimilar Retufn of the State of the military Stores through the 


aptain-General. 2 pace; ng 
And be it farther Enafted, That every Orderly Serjeant or Clerk of the 
fſpectice Companies of Infantry or Cavalry, ſhall take the following Octh, 
2. Tou do ſtwear triily to perform the Office of an Orderly Serjeant, or Clerk, 
the utmoſt of your 'Skill and Ability, in all things apper taining to ſaid Office, 
cording to Law. So help you GOD. Whoſe Duty it fhall be to call 
er the Roll of the Company on Days of viewing of Arms and training 
ays, and to note the Defects of Individuals, by their Abſence or other- 
iſe, to execute all legal Warraats to him directed by his ſuperior Officer, 
Wr'the levying any Fine or Fines on Delinquents, with the neceſſary Char- 
Ws ariling thereon, being, by Virtue af ſaid Warrant, as fully impowered 

r provided, * CCC wy; a 
And be it further Enafted, That every Orderly-Serjeant of the Infantry, 
d each Clerk of the Cavalry, ſhalt take an exact Liſt or Roll of all Officers 
longing to, or living within the Limits of the Company or Troop to which 
h Serjeant or Clerk belongs, twice in every Year at leaft, vizæ. on the firft 
onday of April and September annually, and oftner if thereto required by 
* commanding Officer of the Company to which he belongs; therein ſet- 
g down and diſtinguiſhing the rank of the ſeveral Officers, and the ſtate 
dq condition of the Privates in ſaid Company or Troop, according to ſuch 
Mm and Orders as may be given under his Hand and teſt of Office, and 
FW ſame tranſmit to the commanding Officer of the Company or Troop to 
ch he belongs; whoſe Duty it thall be to infpect, and if neceſſary, to 
iy; and having certified the ſame under his Hand and Office, fhall cauſe 
ſame to be tranſmitted to the Adjutant or Serjeantt- Major of the Regi- 
nt to which he belongs, by the tenth Day of April and Septimber annually; 
ich Adjutant having received the Returns of each Company br Troop in 
Regiment, ſtrall make up a ſimilar Return of the ſtate of the' whole Re- 
ent of Infantry or Cavalry, as the Caſe may be, and atteſt the fame; 
uit being examined, approved and certified by the commanding Officer 
the Repirment, fhall, in the Caſe of the Infantry, be trafiſmited to the 
gade- Mrajor, and in Caſe of the Cavalry, to the Adjutant- General, by the 
Frieth Day of April and September annually ; and the Brigade- Major, from 
Returns of the ſeveral Regiments of Infantry, ſnall make up a ſimilac 
ern of the ſtrength of the whole Brigade; which being by him atteſted 
d examined, approved and certified by the Drigadier- General, hall be 


uſmitted to the Adjutant: General by the tenth Day of May and O#ober 

ually, and be by him formed, together with the Returns he may receive 

the Regirnents of Cavalry, into a general Return of the whole Military 

fee of this State; which being by him atteſted, ſhall be trantmited to the 
3 _ Captains 


tate, by the fifteenth Day of May, and oftner if thereto required, to the 


Duty of regi- 
mental quaz= 
ter- maſter. 


Orderly fer- 
jeant or clerk 
to be under 

oath, 


Form. 


Their duty: 


reto as Conſtables in civil Caſes, and to account for the ſame; as hereaf- 


To take liſt 
of officers, 
&c. and 
tranſmit the 


Returns ho- 
and when to 
be made, &. 
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Infantry, &c. 
how furniſh- 
ed. * 


Penalty for 
neglect. 


Proviſo. 


Captain · General, to be by him laid before the General Aſſembly, at ſuc 
make a Return as aforeſaid, or ſnall make a falſe Return to the commanding 
Officer of the Regiment, ſhall forfeit and pay a fine of Ten Pounds; and if any 


Twenty Pounds; and if any commanding Officer of a Brigade ſhall negle& a 
refuſe to make a Return, as herein directed, he ſhall forfeit and pay a fined 
. Forty Pounds ; the diſtreſs thereof to be granted by the commanding Off. 
cer of the Regiment or Brigade to which ſuch delinquent Officer belong 
or by the Captain-General, directed to the Adjutant, Brigade-Major, 9 
Adjutant-General, as the nature of the Caſe ſhall require, and returnab 


wire and Bruſh, one Cartouch-box carrying ſixteen rounds of Cartridge 


each Militia Man one Canteen holding not leſs than three Pints, upon Penal 


Selectmen of the Town to which he belongs, be unable to arm and accoutn 
to which ſuch Soldier belongs, in order that Execution may not iſſue again 


part of ſuch Accoutrements, as may be neceſſary, within forty Days frat 


— 


— 


Times as he or they ſhall think proper: And every Captain neglecting y 


commanding Officer of any Regiment, ſhallnegle& to make a regimental Re. 
turn as aforeſaid, or ſhall make a falſe Return, he ſhall forfeit and pay a fined 


in four Weeks, unleſs ſuch delinquent Officer ſhall make a ſatisfactory Fx. 


cuſe to the Officers hereby directed to grant ſuch Warrant, within twelwM,. 
Days after ſuch Neglect or Default ſhall happen. | 
Aud be it further Enadted, That all ſuch as belong to the Infantry Comp: 


nies, and Houſholders under fifty-five Years of Age, ſhall, at all Times be 

furniſhed at their own Expence, with a well fixed Muſket, the Barrel n 
leſs than three Feet and an Half long, and a Bayonet fitted thereto, with 
Sheath and Belt or Strap for the ſame, with a Ram-rod, Worm, Priming 


made with good Muſket Powder and Ball, fitting his Gun, ſix good Flints, a 


ot forfeiting and paying a Fine of Three Sbillings for want of ſuch Arms an 
Ammunition as is hereby required, and One Shilling for each Defect, ey 
the like Sum or Sums for every four Weeks he ſhall remain unprovided. i : 

Provided nevertbelsſs, That if any Soldier ſhall, in the Judgment of ti 


himſelt, agreeable to the directions of this Act, it ſhall be the Duty of ſua: 
Selectmen to certify the ſame to the commiſſioned Officers of the Compu 


him for deficiency in ſuch Arms and Accoutrements; and alſo at the Expenc 
of ſuch Town, to provide ſuch Soldier with Arms, and the whole or a 


the Time of granting ſuch Certificate, under Penalty of the Value of ſuc 
Arms and Accoutrements, to be recovered of any or all of ſaid Selectmen, 
Warrant from an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, upon proper Informati 
and Proof of ſuch Neglect, by ſaid commiſſioned Officers, which Warrd 
ſhall be directed to any Sheriff or Conſtable proper to ſerve the ſame, retuW 
able in ſixty Days, and the Fine payable into the Treaſury of ſuch Tow 
And all Arms and. Accoutrements thus provided, ſhall be the Proper 
of ſuch Town, and ſhall, by the commanding Officer of the Company, Wm; 
depoſited in ſuch Place or Places as he ſhall think proper, to be ready nn. 5 
ſuch Soldiers, as occaſion ſhall require; and ſuch Officers ſhall ſtand accoul ie, 
table for ſuch Arms and Accoutrements; and ſhall be liable to pay for Me 
ſame, if loſt through his Neglect or Default. WY. ent 

Aud be it further Enafted, That every Light-Dragoon ſhall always be 7M d 


| vided with a good ſerviceable Horſe, not leſs than fourteen Hands high, 


Dragoon ns 
how ſactrou- 
tred. 


the acceptance of the two chief commiſſioned Officers of the Compan) 92 


which he belongs, covered with a good Saddle, with Houſing and other p che 
per Furniture, bitt Bridle and Holſters, a Caſe of good Piſtols, a Sword e ©: 
Cutlaſs, not leſs than four Feet in Length, and alſo a Cap made of Ji 
Leather, or other Cover for the Head ſufficient to withſtand the Force ® 
Broad-ſword, a Flaſk or Cartrouch-box, one Pound of good Powder, i! 
Pound«s of {izable Bullets, twelve Flints, a good pair of Boots and Spu'5! 
Penalty of Three Pounds for want of ſuch Hocſe, and the Value of each 
Article in which he ſhall be deficlennt. # 


— | 
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Aud be it furtber Enaſted, That the commanding Officers of Companies 
all appoint the Days of Execiſe and the Company ſhatl have threg Days 
Varning, which Warning ſhallibe' given by the Orderly-Serjeant or Clerk; 
r ny Serjeabt' or Corporal of the Company, or in any other Way agreed 
n by fajd Companies; and every Soldier fo warned as aforeſaid, ſhall give 
s. Attendance at Time and Place appointed, cœmnpleat in his Arms, and 
Irefſed in a ſoldier- like Manner: That every commanding Officer of Com. 
ban ies ſhall draw forth his Company four Days in a Year, in order to inſttuct 
om in the uſe of Arms and diſeipline of War; and the Deys appointed 
hall bein the Months of March, April, May, September, Oftober and Novem- 
r, annually: That on the firſt Monday of May and Oflober, annually, 
uch-commanding Officer ſhall cauſe the Arms, Ammunition and Actou- 
ments of all under his Command to be reviewed; Houſholders and others 
„Law obliged to 24 Arms, to be conſidered for this Purpoſe, to be 
nder the command of the Officers of the Infantry Companies, within the 
\mirs of Which they d well!; and if any of the Perſons aforeſaid ſhal] not 
ppear on either of ſaid Days, being duly warned, hefhalb pay a Fine of S 
billings, for Non- appearance, aid for each deftciency of Arms, Ammunitioa 

i Accoutfements, on the Days appointed for the vicwing of Arms, the 
me Penalty as heretofore provided for neglect of furn(ſhing ſuèh-Attieles, 
nleſs ſuch Perſon ſhall appear before the reviewing Officer, within<welve 


Jays after fuch'day of Review or Exereiſe, and make a ſatis factory: Excuſe 
r- his non-appearance on ſaid Day, and alſo ſhew his Arms and RAmmuni- 


oa to ſuch-reviewing Officer, and avouch them to be his own, and that 
ey have not, by any Perfon whatever, been carried for to be reviewed upos 
after ſaid Day.. 1955: Vent Oh Ib HUN A UL 


Þ - 4 181. Uk i 
And if any Serjeant of the Foot, ot Corporal of the Troop, ſhell b delin- 
ent in Arms, Ammunition and Accoutrements; or ſhall neglect to appear 


d attend the Duty of his Place, he ſhal} for each day's N eglect. pay a Fig 
Nine Shillings, and fol deficiency of Atms and Ammufition, che ſame 48 
Caſe of a Private: That each Drummer, Trumpeter and Fifer ſhall, vpon 
accepting the Office to which he is choſen, provide himſelf withia good 
rum, Trumpet or-Fife, as the Nature of his Offrce-ſhall require, antlicon- 
ty attend Service when required, under — of EV kt Sbillingd Fine, 
each day's Neglect, abd alſo the value of the Africle Ip. 
deficient as aforeſaid ; the diſtreſs thertfor, a3-alfs forithe 'Finks ah" 
es incurred by Setjeants; Corporals' andi Privates, for Non Aeridance, 
icienty or ' 6thet wiſe; to be granted by the corfiirfanding Offices of cb 
mpany. - And if fuch commanding Officer! all peglecx ro ct forth his 
mpany as by 


this At is directed; of ſhall nevictt wife his Warrant of 
ſtreſs for each Non-appearanee And Deficiency,” againſt delinquent non. 

iifioned Officers and Privates, he ſhall förfeit ad pay @s a Fine, for 
fy day's Nevlef&t in-viewing Arms Ten Points, and forievety dat EN. 
ſe, ſhort of four Days in the Year, Fire Pownis; ad for hegktihg to 
his Warrant f Piſtreſs as aforeſaid, the. Ate due from sch Delin- 


nt in his Company. Which Eines and Fotfeĩtutes ſhall b HE 


d delinquent Officer by Warrant of Piſtreſs, to be fucd by dhe c 


Officer of the Regiment to which ſuch"cefiriquent- Officer belongs, in 


days after ſuch Neglect hall be known, #nd GireRted: to the Adjurant, 
ine Regiment; and. returnable in four Weeks; and fuch? Rcheränt, in 
I; 344 1-6 f a $284. TV: „ 

und if any Lieutenant, Cornet, Enſign, or Quarter- Maſter of any Cont: 
> ſhall neglect· or refuſe to appear on any muſter Bay, Day of Exer- 
dor viewing of Arms, by the Captain of ſuch Company apßbinted, ani 


aa the Duty of his Poſt; he ſhali pay for ga Dily's Neglect, ahe Sum 


11 18 1825 * 


og Sbiunge; the Diſtreſs therefor to be iſſued, directed and returned, 
2 : by 23 


Which hs may 


of refuſal to execute ſuch Warrant, alle" cafffiered of reduced to the 


s. 


Days of exer« 
ciſe to be ap- 
pointed. 


Arms, Ke. © 
be reviewed, 


@ 4 . 


e $3.54. oF 
© 4 k 
Penalty for 
non-appear- 
ance 


or deſictency. 


Penalty on 
ſerjeants of 
foot or cor- 
pornls f + 
Koop. il 

sv 
Drummers, 
&c. to pro- 
vide drums, 
Ec. 


Penalty for 


not attending 


penalty on 


officers for 


neglect, & . 


Penalty on 
lieets, cor- 
nets, &c. for 
negle& in 
attendance, 
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Militia. 


Regimental 
exerciſe, 


Penalty. 


Perſons en- 
rolled, to do 
uty. 


Diſorders 
how puniſh- 
ed, 


Duty of ſer. 
jeant of foot, 
or corporals 
of horſe who 
have been 


diſcharged. 


Perſons en- 
liſted into the 
cavalry. 


Troop may 
paſs votes re- 
gulating 
their cloath- 
ing, Ec. 


Warrants 
how ſerved. 


for regimental Exerciſe and Review, unleſs his Regiment may be ſo lam 


— 


as againſt commanding Officers of Companies aforeſaid, unleſs a ſatisfaqo 
Excuſe ſhall be made to the commanding Officer of the Regiment, wit 
twelve Days after ſuch Day of Exerciſe or Review: | 

And the commanding Officer of each Regiment ſhall call forth and u] | 
ſter together the ſeveral Companies of his Regiment, once in two Ten : 


that he may judge it beſt to call but one halt of the Companies at ove Tin 
and the remaining Part at another Time within the Year z which Mut. 


the ſeveral commanding Officers ſhall attend with their Companies, ung = 
Penalty of ten Pounds, to be diſtrained by Warrant from the commandi mn 
Officer, in Manner aforeſaid: | | * | 

And every Perſon enrolled in any Company as aforeſaid, ſhall attend me 
Duty in ſaid Company, until orderly diſmiſſed or removed out of the II 
mits of ſaid Company, or otherwiſe ſuffer the Penalties herein provided, . 

And the two chief Officers of any Company ſhall order the corre&i ors 
and puniſhing of Diſorders and Contempt, on Days of Exerciſe, the ML 
niſhment not being greater than riding the Wooden-horſe for a Time, n PI 


exceeding one Hour, or a Fine of Forty Sbillings, to be recovered int tha 
ſame Way and Manner as for Non-appcearance and Deficiency , and ane 
commanding Officer of a Regiment ſhall be veſted with like Powers, on I 
Days appointed for regimental Exercile and Review, 
That Serjeants of Foot and Corporals of Horſe, who have heretofore 
ſhall hereafter be regularly diſmiſſed or diſcharged from any Cornpany 
Foot, or Troop of Horſe, by removing or otherwiſe, ſhall be liable tot 
military Duty in the Company in the Limits of which they dwell, in 
ſame Manner as Houſholders by Law are obliged to do. 
Aud be it further Enatted, That if any Perſon in this State ſhall, at: 
Time after the riſing of this Aſſembly, inliſt into any Company of Ceval 
which exceeds thirty Men, Officers included, at the Time ot ſuch Inliſtme 
or having already inliſted into any. Company of Cavalry, ſhall not, wit 
three Months from the Time aforeſaid, furniſh and equip himſelf agreed 
to the proviſions of this Act, or that ſhall hereatter iniiſt into ſuch Compi 
and ſhall not within three Months after fuch his Inſiſtment, in like Man 
furniſh himſelf, ſuch Perſon ſo inliſted, in either of the Cajes aforcſaid, ſ5 
by the commanding Officer of ſuch Company, be diſcharged and diſmil 
from the ſame; and the ſaid commanding Officer ſhall thereupon fortn 
certify the Name of the Perſon fo diſcharged, with the Circumitances of 
Caſe, to the commanding Officer of the Company of Infantry, Within 
Limits of which the Perſon ſo diſcharged belongs, whoſe Duty it ſhall t 
enrol and require ſuch Perſon to attend and do Duty in his Company. 
if any commanding Officer of any Company of Infantry or Cavalry | 
negleẽt his Duty, as herein required, he ſhall pay a Fine of Five Pu 
Money for each Offence, to be recovered by Warrant from the comm 
ing Officer of the Regiment to which he belongs; Thy, 
And that the ſeveral Companies of Troop, and the reſpective Artille 
Matroſs Companies eſtabliſhed in this State, are hereby impowered, 
thirds of ſaid Company agreeing) to paſs Votes relative to their Cloati 
directing the Colour thereof, regulating and enforcing the ſame, and to 
poſe Fines not exceeding Six Shillings per Day, on ſuch as neglect or 
to comply with ſuch Votes: Which Fines ſhall be levied, collected and 
lied as other Fines and Penalties in ſaid Companies by Law are. 

Be it further Enafted, That all Warrants granted out againſt any Fe 
or Perſons, for any Fine or Fines incurred by virtue of this Att, 0 
Breach thereof, ſhall be levied on the Goods or Chattels of the rept 
Delinquents, if upwards of twenty-one Years of Age; and for want 9 
Goods or Chattels, againſt the Body of ſuch Delinquents, and aga! 


— — Doe” 
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zoardians, ond them comtmit to and hold in Gaol; until ſuch Pine or Fines: 
all be paid and ſatisfied; as in caſes of Exteution for Debt; Which Fines 
all be for the uſe of the Companies to which ſuch Delinquents reſpe&tively- 
long, (except ſuch" Fines as ate otherwiſe- diſpoſed of in this tt) that is 
> ſay, for -procuring and maintaining Trumpets, Colours, Banners and 
— and for paying Drummers, Trumpetets and Fifers; or other 
hatxes of ſaid: Company; ” By direction of the commiſſioned Officers of ſuch” 
ompany; and the Perſons leſpectively ſervirigſuth Warrants, agrersble 10 
Proviſions of this Act, ſhall make Return to the Perfon granting tlie“ 
Wine, therein directed, and ſtand aceduttable to him for n Monies they! 

yall ſo collect. | | ($OWT £54 
Beit ſuri ben ERB 2 the Authority aforeſaid; That the eonni)ading Of. 
ers of the ſeveral Companies of Horſe or Foot be, and they are impowered: 
4 directed from Time to Time, to appoint an Alarm. Pot. at ſuch: Plate 
places as they ſhall think: proper: to which, upon Notice of an Alarm, 
ſhall be the Duty of Officers and Soldiers undder Their reſpective Com- 
ands to repair Without Delay, compleatly etjuipped and 'accoutred, as in 
s Act is directed there to attend ſuch Fane Orders ag dne mer fe receive) 
om their commanding! Qfficers aforeſ#id.: 

And to the Intent that Speedy Notice may Bt e, aþen fall intern and | 
dortant Occahions + 62.5202 - M00” 
Be it further Enatied, That the com pangilg Offers 6f the ſeveral cem! 
nies, ſtrall divide their ſaid Companies into as many. Claſſes, in caſe of 
orſe, as there are Corporals, and in cafe of Foot, as there/are Serjeants in 
h Companies, in ſuch Manner as to them mall ſeem meet; Which Serjeatits 
d Corporals, upon orders received from their oommanding Officers, upon 
aſion of Alarms as aforeſaid, ſhall forthw ĩth᷑ Wart and notify each Officer 
d Soldier in the Claſs to them reſpectively aſſigned, © to repair, equipt 28 
reſaid, to the Poſt appointed, upon Penalty of Ten Pounds Moncy; and if 
0 commillianed Officer; being ſo notified, — neglect or re fuſe to appear 
attend the Duty of his Place, he ſhall, unleſs 1 by Sickneſs or 
Der Diſability; be caſhiered and reduced to the Ranks; and it ſhall be the 

Wity of the'commanding Officers of nme where ſuch Neglegt hall! 
ppen, as ſoon” as may be! to make Information thereof to the General T 


reſaid, ſuèh non- commiſſioned Officer ſhall fbrfeit and pay a Fine of 
elve Pounds, and ſuch Private a Fine of Ten Pound:; which ſeveral Penal- 
7 "We thall'be for the uſe of the Town where fuch Dehnquents- belong, to be 
Wvered in Manner hereafter provided; and ſuch Companies ſo collected 
proceed regularly, under the Command of their proper Officers, to 
Place and Places as Exigencies may require, purfuant tb foch Orders 
hey may receive from their commanding Offcerr. 
eit further enabled by the' Authority aforeſaid, That wheygſoever, purſuant 
orders from the General Aſſembly, or the Captain-Generat and Com- 
der in Chief, any able-bodied and effective Man, ſhall in any Manner be 
detached, impreſſec or drafted into the Service of this State; or the UE: 
d States; for the purpoſes of Defence againſt the common Enetny, if any 


forfeit and pay to the Treaſury of the Town to which he belongs, a 

ot Penalty of Five Pvuids; unleſs ſuch Perſon ſo detuched ſhall, ante- 
tto ſuch marching Orders, have procured an able · bodied and effectlde 

ito perform his tour of Seryice to the acceptance of the detachins 3 Off. 


* ours 


wuents as is nabe Hot arrived to the Age of twenty-one Tears; and for Want Warrants 
e ſuch Goods and Chattels, againſt the Body of ſuch Parents,“ Maſters or how ſerved, 


Fines how 
diſpoſed of. 


Divide com- 
panies into 


xs r —— . ERNST 
- 


* 
* 
- 
* — * 
* 0 
. 
” 


bly accordingly; And if any non eommiſſioned Officer or Private ſhall, hy for 25 
on ſuch Notice, refuſe to appear in Manner 'aforeſaidy unleſs prevented as not appear- 


ing at the as 
larm * 


—— — — 


ͤU— ot ̃ p ß— OO oo ere nt 


— — 
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Penalty on 


ſuch as are 


Pertom lo detached; ſhall neglect or refule ſeaſonably to finſter:” joim to, drafted and 
roeeed with the Troop: he is appointed to ſerve with (being doly noticed neglect to 
of) and under the Command of ſuch Officers as may be ordered, he muiter, 
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and ſtead, 12 . 


Duty of adju- 
tant-general, 
&c. when 
drafts are or- 
dered; 


HBrigadiers-General ſhall thereupon iſſue their Orders to the commandig 
Officers of Regiments in their reſpective Brigades upon the Details; and th 


Details. 


Roaſters to 
be kept. 


Tours of duty 
to be in rota- 
tion. 


Non - com mi- 
ſſioned officer 
or private re- 
fuſing to muſ- 


ter or march, a ! x : . ' 
to orders received; or if any Perſon required by this Act to give notice 


or 


to give notice 
of an alarm, 


how to be 
proceeded 
With. 


covery of ſuch Fine, with Coſts ; and the Officer ſhall proceed according 


Officer of the Regiment to which he belongs, which by bim ſhall be jc 


of the military Force of this State are called tor, tor the Purpoſe and Setvig 


. © as aſcertained to the Brigades, Regiments and Companies, the length of 


_ each Individual. 


' refuſe to do the ſame, it ſhall-be the duty of the commanding,. Officer 


— m 
— 


— . 


cer, or have ſhewn Reaſon why he dught to be excuſed, to the. command 


ſufficient, and ſhall thereupon be excuſed accordingly ; in which Caſe tj 
detaching Officer ſhall forthwith detach another Perſon to ſerve in his toon 


And whereas it is juſt, that the Services vecaſſary for the anden Defence, ſboi 
be born and performed by thoſe Perſons liable lo the ſame, in an equal Proportin, 
He it furtber enatcted by the Autherity aforeſaid, That whenever any Pay 


aforeſaid, from every Part of this State, the Adjutant-General ſhall mal 
aut the Details or Proportion of the Officers and Men ſo called for, from thy 
Brigade-Returns, then laſt received from the ſeveral Brigades z. and Orde 
ſhall iſſue from the Captain- General to the Brigadiers-General according 
deſignating ſuch one or more of them as he may think proper; and tie 


commanding Officers of Regiments ſhall thereupon iſſue their Orders toth 
commanding Officers of Companies upon the Details that ſhall in like M. 
ner be made by their reſpective Adjutants, defignating ſuch commilione 
Officers as may be neceſſary to organize the ſeveral Companies; and th 
commanding Officers of Companies ſhall thereupon detach the Numbern 
him aſſigned, de ſignating ſuch non- commiſſioned as may be required; an 
the ſaid Rdjient-Cenetal Brigade-Major, Adjutants and Orderly-Serjcant 
ſhall from Fime to Time keep Roaſters reſpectiyely, containing an et 
Account of the number of Officers and Men, the Names of thoſe; deſignat 


Tour, and whatever elſe may be neceſſary to anſwer the End deſigned; a 
the Orderly Serjeants ſhall further keep an exact Account of the Nemes( 
Individuals from Time to Time detached, 


2 


And the tours of Duty ſhall be performed in regular Rotation, due reg 
being had to ſuch tours of Duty as exceed the term of two Months, 10: 
to equalize, as near as may be, the proportion of Duty to be performed 
Aud de it further enatied by the Authority aforeſaid, That whenever, up 
any. Alarm or Detachment, any non-commiſſioned Officer or Private, b 
ing noticed of ſuch Alarm, or duly detached, as in this Law is directed, 
the Caſe may be, ſhall refuſe to appear, or to muſter and march, accord 


an Alarm ſhall, in contempt of orders received for that purpole, neglect 


the Company to which the Perſon ſo neglecting or refuſing belongs, for 
with to make out an Information, directed to an Aſſiſtant and Juſtice 
the Peace, or two Juſtices of the Peace of the town where ſuch delingquernes 
belongs, and lodge the ſame with either of them; which Authority Mener 
hereby authoriſed and directed thereupon to mak: out a Citation, dire 
to any Sheriff or Conſtable proper to ſerve the ſame, ſummoning ſuch L 
linquent, and if a Minor, his Parent, Guardian or Maſter, ſorchwith to 
pear, if they ſee Cauſe, before ſaid Authority, to ſhew Reaſon, if any 
have, why Judgment ſhould not be entered againſt him or them, for the 


the Directions in ſaid Citation, to ſerve the ſame by reading or cauſing! 
be read, in the hearing of ſuch Delinquent, bis Parent, Guardian or Mal 
as the Caſe may require, or by leaving a true and atteſted Copy of | 
Complaint and Citation, at his or their uſual Place of Abode; and if tit 
upon he or they ſhall or ſhall not appear according to ſuch Citation, ſaid - 
thority ſhall proceed to take the Evidence in the Caſe, and if upon-ſuch f 
dence it ſhall appeat to ſaid Authority, that the Charge common in the 

| F 3 ormaridl 
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ormation is fully ſupported, and that the Delinquent, at the Time of re- 
-iving Orders, either to warn and notify the Perſons to him aſſigned}, to 
epair to the Poſt appointed on an Alarm, to repair thither himſelf, or being 
. tached, to muſter and march, as the Caſe may be, purſuant to this Act, 
vas under no natural Diſability, ariſing from bodily Indiſpoſition or other- 
e, ſaid Authority ſhall enter up Judgment againſt ſuch Delinquent, for 
he recovery of the Fine to which he is liable, with Coſts, out of the Eſtate 
uch Delinquent, or if a Minor, out of the Eſtate of his Parent, Guardian 
WW: Maſter, and grant Execution accordingly. 


And be it further enafed, That if any general, field, or commiſſioned Of- 
cer, being appointed and deſignated as in this Act is directed, to take the 
ommand of tuch Corps as to them ſhall be aſſigned, in their reſpective Of- 
es, ſtiall without juſt Cauſe, refuſe to comply with Orders given him for 
har Purpoſe, ſuch Officer ſhall be caſhiered ; and it ſhall be the Duty of 
he Officer that ſhall ſo. deſignate and appoint him, to make Information to 
he General Aſſembly accordingly. | C 
Aid whereas ſore Perſons, upon receiving Intelligence of a Detachment upon 
be Militia ſoon to take Place, may abſcond or ſecrete themſelves, with deſign to 
cape ſuch Detachment ,, by Means whereof the Public may be greatly injured : 

0 | „ prevents... Bo: 
Be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon, liable by 
aw to Detachment into military Service, ſhall abſcond or ſecrete himſelf, 
ich deſign to avoid ſuch Detachment, and at a Time when he ought to be 
aged upon for a tour of Duty in the Judgement of the commiſſion Officers 
ef the Company to which he belongs, purfuant to the Proviſions. of this 
a, ic hall be the Duty of the commanding Officer of ſaid Company 
a logge an Information, as before directed; and rhereupon the ſaid Au- 
© Whoricy ſhall iſſue their Warrant to apprehend ſuch Perſon fo informed 
gainſt, as ſoon as may be, at the ſame Time, it ſuch Perſon be a Minor, 
guhhotifying his Parent, Guardian or Maſter, to be prefent and attend the 
o rial (if Le fee Cauſe) and if upon the Trial, the Delinquent ſhall 
d ot be able to prove to the Satisfaction of the Court, that he did not 
blcond, fecrete or abſent himſelf with Deſign to eſcape ſuch Detachment, 


vp: Court ſhall proceed to enter up Judgment againſt him for the Recovery 


„ bf the ſame Sum from him, or his Parent, Guardian or Maſter, if a Minor, 
0, Wd grant Execution thereon, in the ſame Manner as if ſuch Perſon had 
rdeen detached according to the moſt uſual, legal and regular Practice. 
cel Be it further Enadted, That all Fines and Penalties from Time to Time 
ec pllected by Warrants iſſued by commanding Officers of Regiments, againſt 
y commiſſioned Officers of Companies in their reſpective Regiments, as 
fol this Act is directed, ſhall be paid into the Treaſury of the Town where 
ice Perfons of whom collected belong, for the Uſe of ſuch Town; and all 
qunes and Penalties in like Manner collected by Warrants iſſued by any 
ty eneral Officer, agreeable to the Proviſions of this Act, ſhall be to the 
lege of the public Treaſury of this State, 7p | 
Be i: further Enated, That the commanding Officers of the ſeveral In- 
0 WFitry Companies in this State, eſtabliſhed by this Act, ſhall forthwith en- 
in their reſpect ive Companies, all ſuch Perſons, whether. of the former 
them Liſt Companies, or others who are by Virtue of this Act, liable to 
ung tary Duty. 9 ; 3 | 
beit further Enafted, That all Perſons holding and ſuſtaining any mili- 
Offices and Commiſſions, by Virtue of any Act heretofore made, with- 
the reipective Brigades, Regiments, Troops or Companies, heretofore, 
Fu by this Act formed and eſtabliſhed, except Colonel and Lieutenant- 
"| onel of the Cavalry, ſhall continue to hold and exerciſe the ſame, with all 


this Act. U 2 | And 


Powers and Authorities veſted in ſuch Officers reſpectively, by Virtue. 


Officers re- 
fuſing to take 
command, 
&c. 


Perſons. ab- 
ſconding 


from drafts, 


how proceed- 
ed With. 


Fines how 
diſpoſed of, 


— 


Perſons liable 
to do duty, to 
be forthwith 
enrolled. 


perſons hold- 


ing any mili- 


tary office &- 
commiſſion 
to continue, 
&C. extepę, 
&. 


— 
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Colonels to 
continue » &c. 


Proviſo. 


Non- com- 
miſſioned of- 
ficers guilty 
of neglect, 
mutiny, or 
reproachful 
language, 
how to. be 
dealt with. 


Thoſe who 
have procur- 
ed a recruit, 
&c. exempt 
from actual 
ſer VICE 3 but 
not from re- 
views, &c. 


Watches and 
wards, 


penalty for 
neglect of 
duty. 


and diſpoſed of for the Uſe bf ſuch Perſons as attend upon and perform! 


Diſcipline 
recommend- 
ed by con- 
greſs adopt- 
ed, &c. 


Officers, of their reipective Regiments, any Thing in this Act to the conus 


authorized and impowered by Warrant, to command the Conſtable or ſo 


— . 


And be it further Enafted and Provided, That the Colonels of any of th 
reſpective Regiments of Infantry heretofore, and by this Act eſtabliſh 
now holding and in the Exerciſc of their Office and Commiſſion, ſhall cop 
ti nue to hold and exerciſe the ſame, and be conſidered as the commanding 


ry notwithſtanding. | 

Provided alſo, That nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued to affect ori 
ter the State of the Companies, called the Governor's Guards, or any 
troſs Companies, formed agreeable to the Proviſions of Law, 

Be it farther Enacted, That if any non- commiſſioned Officer, ſhall refyj 
or neglect to do his Duty, or ſhall endeavour to excite a Mutiny, or uta. 
uſe reproachful Language to any ſuperior Officer when in the Executiond 
his Office, it ſhall be in the Power of the field Officers of the Regiment 
which ſuch non-commiſſioned Officer belongs, on, Complaint bein, min 


and Fact being proved, to reduce ſaid non-commiſſioned Office to DD 


— and to do Duty as a private Sentinel in the Company to which it 
elongs. 

Be 17 furl ber Enaged, That all Perſons who have procured a Recruit t 
inliſt inro the Army of the United States, for three Years or during the Wr 
agrerable to the Reſolution of this Aﬀembly heretofore made, ſhall be aſh o 
empted from any Drafts or Detachments into actual Service, agreeable i 
the Tenor of ſuch Reſolutions, bur liable ro do Duty on Days of Reviewing 
and Muſtering; any Law, Uſage or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding 


And be it further enafed by the Authority aforeſaid, That when and ſo of 0 
as the Civil Authority and Select- men in any Town in this State, or d 
major Part of them, ſhall judge it neceſſary or highly convenient fort 
ſafety of ſuch Town, to have Watches and Wards therein, they are here A 


other meet Perſon by them appointed, to warn ſuch a Number of Ment 
appear at ſuch Time and Place in ſaid Town, as they ſhall think neceſſa | 
And all and every ſuch Perſon or Perſons that ſhall be notified to watch ol m7 
ward as aforeſaid, ſhall appear at the Time and Place appointed, wich ; 
2 Firelock and Cartouch. box well ſlung, with at leaſt ſix Rounds fit ft 
is Gun, and ſhall obſerve ſuch Directions as ſhall be given by order of f 
Authority and Select- men; who are hereby impowered to give ſuch Orde 
and Directions relating to the regulating ſuch Watching and Warding, a 
the Continuance thereof, as they ſhall judge needful. | 
And if any Perſon or Perſons, being warned as atoreſaid, or in any oth 
Manner which the Authority and Select- men ſhall agree and conclude upd 
ſhall neglect and refuſe to attend at Time and Place appointed, armed 3 
furniſhed as aforeſaid, or to obſerve the Orders to them given by the Cd 
ſtable, or any other Perſon appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall for every ſuch N 
3 or Offence pay a Fine of Six Shillings lawful Money; which by War , 
rom any one Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall be levied by the Conia: 8 
ble, from ſuch Delinquents, his Perſon, his Parent, Maſter or Guard 


Service, under the Direction of ſaid Authority and Select-men. 
IWhereds it is neceſſary that uniformity of Diſcipline ſhould be prattiſed N. 0! 


Troops that may be called to att in Conj unction: 


Be it further Enafted, That the Regulations for the Order and Diſcipl 
of the Troops of the United States, as ordered by Congrels, in their Ra 
lution of the 29th of March, 1779, be, and they are hereby approved , 
adopted as the Regulations for the Order and Diſcipline of the Militia of 
State, ſo far forth as their Situation and Circumſtances will admit; and 


particular that the Manual Exerciſe, Manceuvres and Mode of F wy 
here 


A2 r᷑ s 4ND LAV. 


Mills. Miniſters, bs 


herein deſcribed, be practiſed; and when the Militia are called out into 
ual Service, that they conform themſelves in all ReſpeAs to the Regula- 
ons aforeſaid. And all General and other Officers are hereby enjoined to 
uſe the ſame to be executed with all poſſible Exactneſs, and conform 
hemſclves thereto accordingly. 


c 


An Act concerning Mills and Millers. 

DE it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
D aſſembled and by the Authority of the ſame, That each Miller in this 
tate, or the Owners of Griſt-Mills, ſhall be allowed three Quarts our of 
ach Buſhel of Indian Corn he grinds, and of other Grain two Quarts out 
each Buſhel he grinds ; except Malt, out of each Buſhel of which he 
rinds, he ſhall be allowed one Quart, aad no more. And he ſhall be al- 
ved at the Rate of one Pint for Bolting, out of each Buſhel of Meal he 
Polts, and no more. | | F | 8 8 
And if any Miller ſhall preſume to take or receive a greater Toll or Fee 
r grinding or bolting, than is herein allowed him, as aforeſaid, he ſhall 
rfeit and pay the Sum of Ten Shillings, for each Time he ſhall be convict- 
of any Breach of this Act: One Half whereof ſhall be to the Complainer 


a the Town where the Offence ſhall be committed. 19 125 
And that there fhall be provided for every Griſt- Mill within this State, by 
e Owners of ſuch Mills, ſealed Meaſures, viz. One of a Pint, one of a 
vart, and one of two Quarts, for their toll Meaſures, with an Inſtrument 
ſtrike the ſaid Meafures, which ſhall be ſtricken when Toll is taken of all 
rain that is brought to Mill ſtricken Meaſure, to be ground there. 


K 


ment of Miniſters ; and for the well- ordering Eſtates 
given for the Support of the Miniſtry. 


"WE it enadted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Inhabitants of any 
wn or Society, conſtituted by this Aſſembly, who are or ſhall be preſent at 
WF own or Society Meeting, legally warned, ſhall have Power by the major 
te of thoſe ſo met; to call and fettle a Miniſter or Miniſters among them, 
to provide for his or their Support and Maintenance, 

Wo 70vided, That no Perſon be allowed to vote in any ſuch Affairs, unlefs 
WW" Pcrion or Perfons have a Freehold in the ſame Town or Society, rated 
Witty Shillings, or Forty Pounds in the common Lift, or are Perſons of 
Age, and in full Communion with the Church in the faid Town or 


Mm WIG | | a Es 
an the Miniſter or Miniſters which have been, or ſhall be fo called and 
led, ſhall be the Minifter or Miniſters of ſuch Town or Society. | 
ind all Agreements which have becn, or ſhal) be made by the major 
YL | of the Inhabitants of ſuch Town or Society, qualified and met as 
eſaid, with ſuch Miniſter or Miniſters, reſpecting his or their Settlement 
Maintenance, ſhall be Binding and Obligatory on all the Inhabitants of 
Town or Society ſo agreeing, and on their Succeſſors, according to 
ue Intents and Purpoſes thereof. | e 
hat the ſeveral Towns wherein there is but one eccleſiaſtical Society, 
che ſeveral Societies aforeſaid within this State, ſhall pay unto their 
ive Miniſters for the Time being, who diſpence the Goſpel therein, 
; | | and 


In Act for the Settlement, support, and Encourage- 


Millers al 
lowance for 
grinding. 


Pen alty for 
taking more, 


ho ſhall proſecute the ſame to Effect, and the other Half to the Treaſury 


Mills to be - 
provided with 
toll meaſures. 


Power to call 
and ſettle a 
miniſter, 


Provifa. 


Such called 
and ſettled to 
be the mini- 


ter. 


Agreements 
made by the 
major part - 
binding on 
the whole. 
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ACTS AND LAWS. 


15 8 Miniſters. 

Pegard to be and are, or ſhall be according to the Laws of this State, ſettled or called 

dad to the preach among them, annually, the ſeveral Sums or Payments agreed pu 
ſpecie and 


valuation. 


Annual tax 
0 be granted 


Sclect-men 
and commit- 
tees to take 
Care, & e. 


To apply to 
an aſſiſtant or 
Juſtice, &c. 


Collectors 
duty to be 
ſpeedy, &c. 


Proviſo. 


Diſtreſs a- 

gainſt negli- 
gent collect- 
ors to be tak- 
en out by ſe- 
lectmen, &c. 


On neglect of 
ſeled men, &c 
they to pay 
the arrearag- 
es, and a fine. 


How r2Ccove- 


red. 


Socicties ne— 
glecting to 

chooſe a col- 
TeRor, an aſſi- 


ſtant or juſtice 


to appoint WC 


Where no a- 
greement is 
made, gener- 
al aſſembly to 
order, &c, 


Months after the yearly Salary is become due, for the Payment of whit 


between them, as aforeſaid, according to the crue Intent and Meaning " | 
ſuch Agreements, both for the Specie, and Valuation thereof. N 
And that all ſuch Towns and Societies, by their proper Votes or Ad. 
ſhall annually take care to grant a Tax for the Purpoſe atureſaid, to be ler 
on their ſeveral Inhabitants according to their reſpective Liſt, in the ca. 
mon Liſt or Liſts of the Perſons and | Eftaces of ſaid Inhabitants; which H 
be collected by ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſuch Towns, or Societic: lad e 
annually chooſe and appoint for that End. 1 

And the Select- men of ſuch Towns, and the Committee of ſuch Society / 
are hereby required to take all proper Care in their reſpective Precindip" 
that ſuch Rates or Taxes be granted and collected, as aforeſaid, for i 
Support of their Miniſter. ji 

And when any ſuch Rate or Tax is granted and made, as aforeſaid, H 
ſaid Sclect- men or Committee ſhall apply to ſome A ſſiſt ant or Juſtice af 
Peace in the ſame County, for a Writ or Warrant, directed to che Co- 
or Collectors choſen and appointed to collect ſuch Rate or Tax, enablin 
and 1equiring him or them to levy and collect the ſame : Which Affi: 
or Juſtice fall forthwith proceed to grant our ſaid Writ. 

And every ſuch Collector or Collectors ſhall with convenient Speed, lil B. 
and collect every ſuch Rate committed to him or them: The whole ie 
which they ſhall do, and pay unto the ſaid Miniſter or Miniſters witkin t 


ſuch Rate or Tax is or ſhall be granted. le 

Always provided, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall be aſſeſſed wron 
fully, or more than his or their Proportion, they ſhall have Remedy by d 
County Court of the ſame County whereto he o: they belong, upon Pe 
made thereof. 

And if at any Time the laid two Months ſhall be expired, and run al 
and ſuch Miniſter hath not received his Salary for the Year then paſt; 
Select- men of ſuch Town and the Committees of ſuch Societies where f 
Neglects or Delays ſhall happen, ſhall forthwith take out a Diſtreſs up 
ſuch negligent Collector or Collectors who ſhould have collected ſuch Ra 
directed to the Sheriff of the County, or Conſtable of the Town, ſigned! 


an Aſſiſtaat or Juſtice of the Peace; who are impowered to grant the ſan 70 
to levy ſuch Part of ſuch Rate as chen remains unpaid, to ſuch Mini Lim 
out of the Eſtate of ſuch Collector or Collectors; which the ſaid Sheriff And 


Conſtable ſhall forthwith proceed to do, and pay the ſame unto ſuch Mini 
That if any of the Sele&-men or Committees aforeſaid, ſhall neglect ti 
Duty in not taking out a Diſtreſs as aforeſaid, upon the Collector or ( 
lectors as aforeſaid, ſuch Part of the ſaid Rate remaining unpaid, ſhall 
aid by ſuch Select. men or Committee ſo neglecting, together with at 
of Three Pounds to the County Treaſury for every ſuch Neglect. 
All which ſhall be recovered by Action brought by the State's Atrtorn 
to the County Court in the ſame County; 9 no Appeal ſhall be gra 
in ſuch Caſe. 

And in caſe any ſuch Town or Society ſhall negle& to chooſe and app! 
a Collector or Collectors, as aforeſaid, any one Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of 
Peace, next reiiding, to ſuch Town or Society ſhall, and he is hereby av! 
rized to appoint and | impower by his Warrant, ſuch Collector or Colle 
for the Purpolc aforeſaid. 

And where any Town or Society within this State, ſhall * mace 
Agreement with their Miniſter or Miniſters for the Sum of their yearly / M 
tenance, and ſuch Miniſter or Minifters do find him or themſelves agg" 
by too ſcanty Allowance, every ſuch Miniſter making Application d 
Geaeral . ſhall by ſaid Aſſembly have ordered unto him or i 

| ſuitab 
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itable and ſufficient Maintenance to be given him or them by the Inhabi- 

ats of the Town or Society whereto he or they belong. 
And that if any Town or Society ſhall-be for any Year or Years without 
Miniſter preaching the Goſpel to them, ſuch Town, or Society Hall in the 
d Year or Yeats pay ſuch Sum or Payment as the General Court ſhall ap- 
int, of which Payment or Payments the Collector or Collectors who 
jall collect the ſame ſhall make Certificate to the next County Court of 
at County, which Court ſhall diſpoſe of and improve the ſæid Sums for 
e Uſe of the Miniſtry in the Town or Society where it is collected as ſoon 
Opportunity may be had for it according to the Diſcretion of the Court. 
And whereas there have been divers Grants, Donations, or Segueſtrations of 
inds, Monies, or other Eſtates or Intereſts, made for the Uſe and Support of the 
lin try: ſettled and eſtabliſbed by the Laws of this State; by Means whereof, 
ſundry of the Towns and Societies in this State, there are conſiderable Eſtates 
ing to ſuch Towns or Societies, for the Uſe and Support of the Miniſtry 
an ſettled, or that Sail be ſettled as aforeſaid. | A”; 
Au whereas it i3 convenient that ſuitable Proviſion be made for the taking 
are of, and improving fuch Eſtates for the End deſigned in granting, giving or 
reſtring the ſame: VILE . 

Therefore, 


Ny Be it further euafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That where there ate any 
ands, Monies, or other Eſtates granted, given, or ſequeſtred according 
antient Cuſtom, Uſage or Practice, or ſhall hereafter. be given, — 
ſequeſtred for the Ute and Support of ſueh Miniſtry in any Town ar 
iety in chis State, then and in evety ſuch Caſe, the Sele&-men for the 
„me being, of ſuch Town where there is but one ecclefiaſtical Society 3 
ache Committees for the Time being, of ſuch eceleſiaſtical Societies as. 
„ee been, or ſhall be Conſtituted by this Aſſembly; or a Committee 
pointed by ſuch Town or Society, (which C ommittee they are, hereby. 

o pectively impowered to that End to appoint) ſhall have full Power and 
Wubority to demand, fecover, receive, take care of, and improve all ſach 
ads, Monies; or other Eſtates, to, arid for the Uſe and Support of ſuch 
ul iniſtry ſettled in ſuch Town or Society which they reſpectively repreſent, 
Ra ording to the true Meaning, Intent and Defign in fuch Grants, Donati- 
ed, or Se queſtrations contained; and for their Improvement thereof, and 


ache Increafe, Profits and Intereſts thereof to be accouritable from Time 


nit Time to ſuch Town or Society as they reſpectively repreſent. AE 

rid that ſuch Sel:f-men and Committee may be enabled the better to do ſaid 
mild vice; | e- e en 4.4 RE ik 
ulis further entf by the Authetity aforeſaid, That the Seiect. men and 
jc CFmittee aforeſaid, or the major Part of them, ſhall and may make all 


hall per and neceſſary Contracts, and commence. profecute and purſue all need- 


HSuits, Actions and Cauſes in the Law, for the Purpoſe and End aforeſaid. 

ind that ſuch Select- men and Committees as ſhall from Time to Time 
ton eeed, and come in the Room and Stead of others removed by death or 
graufherwife, ſhall have the ſame Power in their own Names to act, appear, 
Peecute and purſue, in and upon any Contract, Suit, Action of Cauſe, for 
app ncerning the Matters aforeſaid, as fully as thoſe whom they ſucceed in 
« of aforcfaid; might or could do if they had not been removed; as 

uad. CEE 3 1 3 ; 

* 08" wwberens divers of the Societies aforeſaid, are made, or ſuch Societies may 


Town or ſb- 
ciety being 
without a mi- 
niſter for a 
year, &c. to 
Pays &c. 


Eſtates given 
for the up- 
ok ot Mig. 

try hey to 
be improved 
Kc. 


Selectmen & 
Committees 
to make con- 
tracts, &c. 


Succeſſors 
enabled to 
ſue, &c. 


eaſter made and conſtituted bf two or more adjoining Towns, fo that part | 


make 1nbabitants of the Society live in one Town, and part in another. 
ly N d whereas by Virtue of the Grants, Donations, or Sequeſtrations aforeſaid, 
oof Part of à Society that live in one of the ſaid atjoining Towns, have or may 


r co the Society, for the fe aforeſaid. 


be 


of Lende, Monies, or ot ber Eftates, belonging to 1hat Part diſtin. from tht 
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Such parts of N therefbre further Enattbd, by the Authority afortſaid, That Tel pay 
— of Societies having ſuch diſtin& Intereſts, ſhall; - and may. Fer 
intereſt, to themſelves, and from Time to Time act, order, and qitect, reſpettny 
meet, &. © ſuch their diſtinct Intereſts, for the Uſe afbteſaſd, arcording tg'the&Piny, 
a ſion before in this Act made for Societies in regard, to fuck gels? 
fi. | | "Fa - Li Hens 10 „ 
And where any ſuch Parts of a Society have not ralready had: any Meg 
And # rm ing, or formed themſelves, they may, and heteby are directed to take th 
themſelves a ſame Method in forming themſelves as Societies by Law are diteſted to tak 
2 to in their firſt forming themſelves to act: And being formed, may chooſe 
— Clerk, who ſhall be ſworn to a faithful Diſcharge: of his Truſt; and all 


qed by this, Nctʒ to, and concerning the Committees of Societies reſpedin ; 


* 
% MALL 
1 & SITY) ' 


| | g 
To warn the Inhabitants of ſuch Parts, and appoint J ime and Place for that Purpoſe 


| meetings or on their Neglect or Refuſal, the Clerk of ſuch Part of a Society, on 4 


&c. 


an 
Act to the conttary in any wiſe dotwithlfanding⸗ 8 1 
nn ne A 770 5 
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An Act aſcertaming the Value of Money. . > 
I 0 1 Ki 11127 Annen 2 % 1 | | 
| BE it enadted and declared by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentative. 
Money fixed, 
Ivor of (9s | Sums of Money, that are, or ſhall be mentioned, fixed, or ſtated by the L 


te of ſi e | . : Rt: 
ſhillings per of this State, for Fines, Fees, Penalties, Duties, Bounties, Fares, Forfeitw 
dollar, gold and the like, (unleſs ſome other Coin or Currency be, or ſhall be cn 
at the rate of expreſſed and fixed) are and ſhall be underſtood and- takten bo be lai 
72 Money; that is to ſay, Gold or Silver Coin, eſtimating the, ſilver Spa 
per dwt., . , MI 1 T | n 

aa at, Six Shillings each, and all other ſilver Coin in Proportion thereto, ac! 


"I F O : . 


otherwiſe, * : 


Proviſo. ſtrued to interfere with the Right and Power delegated to Congreſs. d 
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Monuments. Mountebanks. 


* 


An Act to oblige the ſeveral Towns on the Poſt-Roads, 
to erect Monuments, ſhewing the Diſtances from the 
ſeveral County Towns on ſaid Roads. 


BE it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That it ſhall be the Duty 
of the Sele&-men in the ſeveral Towns, on the ſeveral Poſt-Roads in this 
State, at the Expence of ſuch Town, to erect and keep up Mile. Stones, at 
eaſt two Feet high, near the Side of the common travelling Road, marked 
with the Diſtances from the County Town of the County where ſuch 
Town lies, according to the Menſuration made by public Order. 
Be it further Enafed, That if the Selet-men in ſuch Towns, ſhall ne- 
glect to erect ſuch Stones, marked as aforeſaid, and to keep up the ſame 
Wor the Space of one Month after Notice given to them for that purpoſe, 
ſhall pay ard forfeit the Sum of Forty Shillings, one Half to him or them 
ho ſhall proſecute the ſame to Effe&, the other Half to the Trealury of 
he Towns where ſuch Select- men belong. | 
And be it further Enafted, That if any Perſon or Perſons, ſhall preſume 
So pull down, brake or deface any ſuch Monument or Monuments, or any 
ter Monuments for the Direction of Travellers, erected by the Order or 
pprobation of the Select- men, ſhall incur a Penalty of Forty Shillings ; 
o be recovered by the Select- men, of ſuch Town where the Offence is 
ommitted, for the Uſe of ſaid Town, by Bill, Plaiat, or Information, be- 
Wore any Court proper to try the ſame. x 


i. — 
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An Act for ſuppreſſing of Mountebanks. 

HEREAS the Prattice of Mountebanks, in dealing 6ut and adminiſtering 

Phyfic and Medicine, of unknown Compoſition, indiſcriminately to any Per- 
ms, whom they can by fair Words induce to purchaſe and receive them, without 
uy conſulting, or Opportunity of duly conſulting and conſidering the Nature and 
mptoms of the Diſorder for which, and the Conſtitution and Circumſtances of 
ve Patient or Receiver, to whom they adminiſter, has a Tendency to injure and 
roy the Health, Conſtitution and Lives of thoſe who receive and uſe juch Me- 
cines. | ee EAR 
And whereas the Practice of Mountebanks in publicly advertiſing and giving 


gene Places from whence to declaim to, and harrangue the People on the Virtue 
W- Eficacy of their Medicines , or to exhibit by themſelves or their Dependants, 

ly Plays, Tricks, Fug ling or unprofitable Feats of uncommon Dexterity and A.- 
9% Body, tends to draw together great Numbers of People to the Corruption 
W Manners, Promotion of Idleneſs, and the Detriment of good Order and Reli- 
n, as well as to tempt and enſnare them to purchaſe ſuch unwholeſome and of- 
mes dangerous Drugs. | 


Ei therefore enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in Gent- 
ny ra! Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Mounte- 
nk, or Perſon whatſoever under him, ſhall exhibit, or cauſe to be exhibited 
any public Stage, or Place whatſoever, within this State, any Games, 
cks, Plays, Jugling, or Feats of uncommon Dexterity and Agility of Bo- 
[ending to no good and uſeful Purpoſes, but tending to collect together 
„ mbers of Spectators, and gratify vain or. uſeleſs Curioſity, | HER 

or ſhall any Mountebank, or Perſon whatſoever under him, at or on 
he FP fuch Stage or Place, offer, vend, or otherwiſe diſpoſe of, or invite any 

ns fo collected, to purchaſe or receive any Phyſic, Drugs or Medicine 
mmended to be efficacious and uſeful in various Diſorders. 


X Be 


Select- men 8 
to ere mile- 
ſtones on the 
roads. | 


E 
Penalty fox 
neglect in 
erecting. 


Penalty on 
ſuch as pull 
down or de- 
face monu- 
ments. 


Preamble; | 


aul lice of their Skill and Ability to cure Diſeaſes, and the erefing public Stages 


No moutites 
bank, &c. 
publickly to 
tricks. 


Nor offer 
phyſic for 
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Murder. Navigation. 


Be it further enatled by the Authority aforzſeid, That if any Perſon « 
Penalty of Perſons ſhall be guilty of any Breach of this Act, on Conviction theres 8 
rl. before any Court proper to try the ſame, every Perſon ſo offending hu 

_ forfeit and pay the Sum of Twenty Pounds, for each and every ſuch Offence 
| for the Uſe of him who ſhall ſue for, and proſecute the ſame to Effect, ary 
ſo toties quoties. 9 | | n 

W Be it farther enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be the Dy 
Termine of all informing — to make 4 cms of all Breaches of this Ag; 
"make pre- in which Caſe the Fine ſhall belong to the Treaſury of the County wherey x 
ſentment. ſuch Conviction is had. 5 
Anl it is further provided, That if any — or any Minor or api. 

i prentice under Age, ſhall be guilty of break ing any Paragraph of this Ac 
Proviſo. on Convict ion — — thei Fine or ; Sox hall bo paid by { 
Parent, Maſter or Guardian, under whoſe Direttion the ſame ſhall be con 

, mitted or done; and chat Execution ſhall be awarded accordingly, 


8 


_ —_—_— — 


mm 
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An Act for the Puniſhment of Murder. Dn 


| Murder 46 be commit any wilful Murder, upon Malice, Hatred, or Cruelty ; not in ut 


| puniſhed Man's juſt and neceſſary Defence; nor by Caſualty againſt his Will: Mete 
8 with death. hall ſlay or kill another through Guile, either by Poiſoning, or other ſudec 
N atrocious Practices, he ſhall be put to Death. e 1 


to avoid their Shame, and to eſcape Puniſhment, do ſecretly bury or conceal i 
Death of their Children; and after, if the Child be found Dead, the Moll 5 

thereof is apt to alledge that the ſaid Child was born dead; whereas it ſon 
times falleth out (although hardly to be proved) that the ſaid Child or Chiltn 
were murdered by the ſaid Women, their lewd Mothers; or by their Aſen ¶ p, 
Procurement. N 
Murder ofs He it therefore furi ber cnacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any WI. 
baſtard child man be delivered of any Iſſue of her Body, Male or Female, which if 
to be puniſh- were born alive would by Law be a Baſtard; and that ſhe endeavu 
eld with death privately, either by drowning, or ſecret burying thereof; or any oth 
Way, either by herſelf, or by the procurement of others, ſo to conceal i 


th: . = : 
£ | 2 2 
— — — — 
— > p — 
F 


-  , Death thereof, that it may not come to Light whether it was born alive 5 
aw 9 not; but be concealed: In every ſuch Cafe, the Mother fo offending, h.; : 
1 2 eh be accounted guilty of Murder; and ſhall ſuffer Death therefor as in Ci 
1 of Murder: Except ſuch Mother can make Proof by ane Witneſs, ( 
leaſt) that ſuch Child was born Dead, P | 
1 — — ————————— — — 1 vice 
a N | . * 4 ſo 
An Act for the Regulation of Navigation. Rs 
JF HEREAS this Nate, as a free, ſovereign and independent State, ha WF 
equal Right with all other ſovereign Powers, to the free and undiſturbed \ N 
vigation of the High Seas, and to participate equally with them in all the Im er 
| Preantte, Ner- Privileges, Benefits and Advantages accruing thereby, and reſulting ! de 


from, and to exercife a concurrent Juriſdifion thereon , and to make fuch Ll 
and exerciſe ſuch Powers, conſiſtent with the Laws of Nature and Nation, . 
ſhall tend to regulate, prote4 and defend the Subjects and Citizens of ibis M 

in the free Enjoyment thereof. | Wherefore, 


fo B=E it enalted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in Genera! (. 
. afemblea, and by tbe Authority of the ſame, That Bae G0 ot 
| 5. © | | | tat 
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tate for the Time being, ſhall be the Super- Intendant of Marine , and all 
ommiſſions, Letters ot Marque and Reprifal, Paſſports, Letters of Saie- 
onduct, Flags of Truce, Regiſters, and all other Papers and Documents 
hatſoe ver, relative to the Marine Department, that may iſſue out under 
he Authority, and agreeable to the Laws of this State, ſhall be in his Name, 
n the Stile of Governor, and Super Intendant of Marine for the State of 
onneFicut. And all Judges of Admiralty in this State, ſhall be commiſſi- 
oed by the Governor, being firſt nominated, and appointed by the Gene- 
1 Aſſembly ; and all Naval-Officers ſhall be nominated, appointed and 
ommiſſioned by the Governor for the Time being, in ſuch Diltricis and 
t ſuch Ports as ſhall from Time to Time be ordered and directed by Act 
e Aſſembly. . 

"" Provided nevertheleſs, That ſaid Naval- Officers, or any, or either of them; 
guy at any Time be removed from their Offices by the General Aſſembly 
t their Will and Pleaſure, And the Governor, may likewiſe nominate, 
point and commiſſionate one or more Notary Publics in tuis State, as the 
ommercial Intereſts thereof may render it neceflary or convenient. 

And le it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That there ſhall be 
anWept at cach of the Ports of Neu- London, Neu-Haven, Midatetown, and 
hlWorwalk reſpectively, one Naval-Officer who ſhall be nominate and de— 
in Wured to ſaid Office as aforetaid ; and cach Officer ſo appointed, be fore he 
ers vpon ſaid Buſineſs, ſhall become bound with {ſufficient Suretics in à 
ſuWccognizance of on thouſand Pounds to the Treaſurer of this State for 
Wc faithful Diſcharge of the Duties of ſaid Office; to enter and clear out 
eſſels and their Cargoes, and to do and act therein in ſuch Way and 
anner, and according to ſuch Rules and Orders as to ſuch, their refpec- 
e Offices, do or ſhall appertain ; and for the faithful and pun cual pay- 
Ent of all ſuch Sum or Sums of Money into the Fubliz Treafury, that he 
Wy receive for any Duty or Impoſt laid, or which ſhall be laid by Act 
this State, ; 5 | 3 
Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Naval-Officer ſhall fail in punctual 
ying up all the Dur es by him collected, or ſhall be guilty of any Mis- 
zance or Negligence in Office, upon Complaint and Proof thereof, made 
his Excellency the Governor, it ſhall be the Duty of the Governor, 
officio) immediately to diſmiſs ſaid Officer from his Office, and to ap- 
nt another in his Room and Stead. — — 

ind be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Naval-Offi- 


I 


m s ſhall have and receive the ſeveral Fees and Allowances as fer and ef- 
4 0 din the Table of Fees: And it ſhall be the Duty of faid Naval-Officers 


ectively, to affix up in their Offices in ſome public Place, where it may 
ſeen and read, a true Copy of the Table of Fees. And it any Officer 
reſaid ſhall preſume to aſk, demand, or receive any more Fees for any 
vices by them officially done, than is by Law allowed, ſuch Officer to 
greſſing, upon Complaint and Proof made thereof to his Excellency the 
vernor, he ſhall be removed from ſaid Office, and anotner put in his 
m and Stead. | 3 . 

nd be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Veſſels of the 
then of fifteen Tons and upwards, ſhall each take out a Regiſter, wherein 
be deſcribed the Name of the Veflcl, her Deſcription, Tonage, the Place 
ee built, and the Time when, Maſter's Name, with the Names of the 
ners, which Owners mult be Inhabitants of che United States, and no, 
ener to be directly or indirectly concerned therein: The Form of 
h Regiſter ſhall be as follows, viz. 


of 


STATE of CONNECTICUT, 


r of 


Stade th Oath, That the calted the | whereof 18 at preſent 


X 2 1 Malterz 


All commiſſi- 
ons, &c. in 
the marine 
departments 
to be ſigned 
by the go- 


vernor, &c. 


Judges of ada 
miralty how 
appointed, 
&C, 


Proviſo- 


Ports named 8 
where naval- 
offices are to 
be kept. 


Proviſc: 


Table of feed 
to be fixed up 
in the office. 


Veſſels to 
take out a re. 
giſter. 
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take permit. Naval- Officer of the Port in whoſe Diſtrict ſaid Veſſel belongs, which ſhil 
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Maſter, being a ſquare-ſterned Veſſel of the Burthen of Tons or then War 
Form, abouts, was at preſent Owner thereof an 


and that no Foreigner, directly or indirectly, hath any Share, or Part, u 
Intereſt therein. | 


Font or 8 | | 
The Oath aforeſaid was adminiſtred at the Naval-Office for the Port q 
the Day of Anno Domini, One thouſand ſeven. hundre 
and cighty and in the Year of our Independence; 


EE By me 
The foregoing; recorded in ! 
the Naval-Office aforeſaid. 
Wada nds And every. Veſſel under the Dimenſions aforeſaid, inſtead of a Regiſt 
| ſhall and may take out a Permit from the Cuſtom- Houſe, ſigned by th 
15 tons, may may „ lig y t 


be ſufficient for the Purpoſe of enabling the Maſter or Owner thereof u 
clear out Coaſtwiſe. 
| And all Veſſels in this State ſhall make true Entries, and take out prope 
To make tris Clearances at the reſpective Ports of Entry, and Clearance proper for ths 
* Purpoſe, and obſerve and obey all ſuch Cuſtums, Rules, Laws and Reg 
clearance, lations as have or ſhall be made relative thereto, And whatever Velle 
&c. Shall neglect or refuſe to take out and furniſh themſelves with the prop 
Papers aforeſaid ; upon Seizure and Information made to the Court props 


Liable to to try the ſame, ſhall be liable to Condemnation ; one Half to the Proſec 


eng grin tor who ſhall” proſecute the ſame to effect, and the other Half to the Ule( * 
ict, * the publle Treaſury of this State. 


An Act for incorporating a Part of the Town of Is 
Haven. _— 
BE it enafied by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Ca 


Deſeption aſſembled, and by the. Authority. of the ſame, T hat all Freemen of th all | 
Kol x ond State, Inhabitants of ſaid New-Haven, dwelling and inhabiting within tou 


corporated. following Bounds, viz. Beginning at the North-Eaſt Corner of the Lon 
Bridge (ſo called) in ſaid New-Haves, and running on the North-Side of f 

Bridge and the Highway, ſo as to take in ſaid: Bridge and Highway to ! 

North-Eaſt Corner of, the Neck-Bridge ; then a-croſs the ſame on t 

Bounds of the North- Side of the ſame to the North Weſt: Corner of ſaid Bridge; tit 
tity. in a direct Line Weſtward to the Bridge a- croſs the Weſt- River, commo" 
: called Thomgſon's-Bridge, to the North-Eaſt Corner of ſaid Bridge; thei 
down the ſaid Weſt-River, on the Eaſt Bank thereof, to the Mouth 

ſaid River; and from thence a ſtraight Line to the extreme Point of! 

Land commoaly called Five-Mile Point, on the Eaſt- Side of New: H. 

Harbour at High Water Mark on ſaid Point; thence Northward on 

Shore, on the Line of High Water Mark, up to the Point, where the V 

ters of the Little-River and the greater Waters, being Part of the Ei 

River, fall into each other; thence. acroſs. the Mouth. of ſaid Little- K 

| to the Eaſt. Shore of the Eaſt-River; then up ſaid: Eaſt-River on the L 
Name of. the Of High-Water Mark to the firſt mentioned Point at the North-Eaſt C 
corporation. ner of the Long- Bridge; be, and the ſame are hereby Ordained, Conſti 
ted, and Declared to be from Time to Time, and forever hereafter, one! 

Capable of dy Corporate and. Politic, in Fact, and in Name, by the Name of, 1 
ſuing, & Mayor, ALDERMEN, Common Council, AND FREEMEN oF THE C" 1 
or New-Haven; and: that by that Name, they and their Succeſſor 
ever, ſhall and may have perpetual Succeſſion ; and ſhall be Perlon 
Law, capable of Suing and being Sued, Pleading and being Lmpleade! 
all Suits of what Nature ſoeyer.; and alſo to purchaſe, hold, and col 
| | | | al} 
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any Eſtate, real or perſonal, and may have a common Seal, and may change 
and alter the ſame at Pieaſure; and ſhall be Freemen of ſaid City. 

And whereas there are many Perſons living within ſaid Limits, who by Law 
are qualified to be Freemen of this State, that have not taken the Oath provided 
y Law to be taken by Freemen. | 3 
Be it enadted, That all ſuch Perſons, living within ſaid Limits, who ſhall, 

before the ſecond Monday of February next, procure the major Part of the 
elect· men of the ſaid Town of New- Haven, to certify that they are qualified 
o be admitted and made free of this State, and ſhall after procuring fvch 
ertificate, take before ſome Aſſiſtant of this State, or Juſtice of Peace within 
and for the County of New-Haven, the Oaths provided by Law for Free- 
en, ſhall to all the Purpoſes in this Act mentioned, be conſidered as 
reemen of this State, and Freemen of the ſaid City of Næeu-Haven. 

And for the better Government of ſaid City: : | 

Be it further Ena8ed, That there ſhall be a Meeting of ſaid City kolden 
znnually in June, at ſuch Time and Place as by the Bye-Laws of ſaid City 
hall be directed, for the Purpoſe of chuſing all the annual Officers of ſaid 
ity ; and the annual Officers of ſaid City chofen at fuch Meeting, ſhall 
oatinue in Office until the Expiration of the Month of June then next, 
aleſs others ſhall be ſooner choſen. and qualified in their Stead, | | 

And the ſaid City in legal Meeting aſſcmbled, ſhall chooſe a Mayor, who 
hall hold his Office during the Pleaſure of the General Aſſembly ; and at 
eir annual Meeting ſhall chuſe four Aldermen, and a Common Council 
f nut more than Twenty, and two Sheriffs out of the Freemen of - ſaid 
ity ; all which Officers, and all other Officers of ſaid City, eligible by the 
recmen thereof, (the Inſpectors of Produce excepted) ſhall be choſen by 
allot ; and on each Ballot which is given in, ſhall be written the Name of 
e Perſon for whom the ſame is given; and ſuch Ballot ſhall be rolled up, 
din the Preſence of the Mayor and Aldermen of ſaid City, or fuch of 
em as are preſent at ſuch Meeting, put, by the Perſon. giving the ſame, 
eo a Box, which ſaid City ſhall provide for that Purpoſe ; which Box 
all be a cloſe Box, with a Hole of a convenient Size in the Lid thereof; 
rough which to put in the Ballot. And when the Freemen prefent at 
City Meeting, ſhall: have had reaſonable Time to give in their Ballot, 
ther of the Sheriffs of ſaid City, or in the Abſence of both the Sheriffs, 
W junior Alderman preſent, in the Preſence of the Mayor and A:dermen, 
luch. of them as are preſent at ſuch Meeting, ſhall open the ſaid Box; 
che Mayor and Aldermen or ſuch of them as are preſent, ſhall open, 
ſt and count the Ballots; and the Perſon who ſhall have the Majority 
the Ballots given in, ſhall by the Sheriffs, or in their Abſence, by the ju- 


ch Nr Alderman preſent, be declared to be elected: And no Ballots ſhall be 
of Neived after the Box ſhall have been opened. 
Hu Ard ſaid City in legal Meeting aſſembled, ſhall have Power to levy 


es on the Polls and Eſtate within the Limits of ſaid City, for ſuch 
poſes as ſaid City ſhall think proper; and to chuſe a Collector or Col- 
ors, to collect ſuch Tax; who ſhall, having received a Warrant for 


"Op" Purpoſe, ſigned by the Mayor, or by one of the Aldermen of faid 
eL have the ſame Power as Collectors of Town Taxes by Law have; 
& e ſhall be accountable to the Mayor and Aldermen of ſaid City, in the 
\nii* Manner as Collectors of Town Taxes are by Law accountable to 
ne Select-wen. And in Caſe any Collector ſhall not perform the Truſt 

\ TW itred to him, but ſhall fail of collecting ſuch Rate according to the 
rs of the Warrant committed to him, on Complaint thereof made by 


or WF Aldermen of ſaid City to the Mayor thereof, he ſhall iſſue a Warrant 
rſoner his Hand, directed to either of the Sheriffs of ſaid City, to deſtrain 
adelſ "vs or Rates neglegted by ſuch Collector to be collected, or paid, out 
cone Estate of the Collector. | ee And 


ar 2 


Who are 
freemen of 
the city. 


Perſons liv- 
ing within 
the city, pro- 
curing a cer- 
tificate, &c. 
to be free men 
of the ſtate 
and city. 


Annualmeet- 
ing to be in 
June, for the 
purpoſe of 
chuſing an- 
nual officers. 
Continuance 
in office. 


To chuſe a 
mayor, to 
continue in 
office during, 
&c. 

To chuſe four 


aldermen, 


&c. 

Mode of chus 
ſing to be by 
ballot, &c. 


The mayor 
and aldermen 
to ſort and 
count the 
votes. 

Who to de- 
clare the 
Choice. 


The city to 
have power 
to levy taxes. 
To chuſe a 
collector. 
Warrant by 
whom figned. 
Collectors 
accountable 
& to whom. 


Complaint 
being made, 


&ec. mayor to 


iſſue his war- 
rant, &. 
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Power of the And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Sheriff, g 
n. ſaid City ſhall ſeverally within the Limits of ſaid City; have the ſame Poi. 
_ for ers and Authorities, and be liable to the ſame Suits or Penalties for negled 
5 of of Duty in any Caſe whatever, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as Sheriffs h 
City is an- Law now have and are; and the ſaid City ſhall be liable to anſwer in cit 
ſwer in caſe of Of the Inability of ſaid Sheriffs, or either of them, for the Default of ſu 
inability, &c. Sheriffs, in all Caſes relative to their Office. 

Sheriff to And ſaid Sheriffs ſhall ſeverally give Bond with Sureties, in ſuch Manns 
give bond, as by the Bye- Laws of ſaid City ſhall be directed, for a faithful Diſchargeq 
Kc. the Duties of that Office, before they ſhall be capable of executing the ſa 


On failure, a 
new one to be 
Choſen. 


To chuſe a * | 


treaſurer. 


A city court 
to be held 
monthly. 
Power to ad- 
Journ. 


Juriſdiction. 
To have the 


ſame powers, 
&c. as county 
£ourts, & ex- 
ecutions ſer- 
ved, &c. as 
thoſe from the 
county court. 


Appeals to 
be allowed. 


The prevail- 
ing party if, 
&c. may take 
out executi- 
on, &Cc. 
Provided 
bond be gi- 
ven. 


No appeal to 
be allowed on 
a ſuit on ſuch 


bond. 


If the plain- 
tiff lives 
without the 
city, no ap- 
peal allowed 
the defendant 
within, un- 
leſs, &c. 


or Defendants, and levy the ſaid Execut.on, and collect the Money thereof 


— 


And in caſe either of the Perſons choſen Sheriff ſhall not give Bond wi 
Sureties, according to the Bye- Laws of ſaid City, the laid City may procte 
to chuſe another Sheriff in his Room. | 
And the ſaid City in legal Meeting aſſembled, ſhall chuſe a Treaſurer fe 
ſaid City, to continue in Office during the Pleaſure of ſaid City, w o ſhi 
have the fame Powers within faid City as Towr-Treaſurers now by L 
have, and ſhall be accountable to ſaid City. 

Aud be it further Enacted, That there ſhall be holden monthly, on the ſecon 
Tueſday of every Month, in ſaid City, a City Court; which Court ſhall hay 
Power to adjourn from Time to Time, and ſhall have cognizance of all Cin 
Cauſes where the Title of Land is not concerned, by Law cognizable by th 
County Courts in this State, provided the Cauſe of Action ariſe withint 
Limits of ſaid City, and one or both the Parties live within ſaid City; an 
the ſaid City Court ſhall, as to the Cauſes by them Cognizable, to all Intem 
and Purpoſes, have the ſame Powers and Authorities, and proceed int 
fame Manner and grant Executions, as faid County Courts now or hereaft 
by Law ſhall have, proceed and grant; and the Executions granted by ſi 
City Court ſhall be ſerved and returned in the ſame Manner as the Exec 
tions granted · by the ſaid County Courts, and Appeals ſhall be allowed ſa 
either Party, from the Judgment or Determination of ſaid City Court, 
the next Superior Court to be holden in the County of New. Haven, in 
Cauſes in which an Appeal is now or hereafter by Law ſhall be allowed fro 
thefaidCounty Courts; the prevailing Party however, if Plaintiff, may, tut 
Appeal notwithſtanding, take out Execution on ſuch Judgment for the D 
or Damages and Coft recovered in ſuch City Court, acainſt the Defend 


provided he does previous to his taking out ſaid Execution, become bout 
with two ſufficient Sureties before the Mayor of ſaid City, or one ft 
Judges of ſaid City Court, in a Recognizance (which Recognizance tiff 
Mayor of ſaid City and the Judges of ſaid City Court are reſpectively 
powered to take) in double the Sum of ſaid Judgment, that he will, wit 
one Week after final Judgment on the Appeal, refund ſo much of the Jud 
ment of the ſaid Ciry Court, together with the Intereſt therenf, as (hall 
ſuch Execution be collected, and ſhal} not be by him recovered before i 
Court to which the Appeal is taken, together with the Execution Fees! 
ſhall accrue, and be paid by the Defendant on ſaid Exccution ; and no 5 
peal ſhall be allowed on any Suit commenced on ſuch Recognizance. 

And in every Action brought before ſaid City Court, in which the Plan 
lives without the Limits of ſaid City, or is a Mariner or Seaman ſuing 
Wages due to him for Services in his Occupation, and the D. fendant 
within the Limits of faid City, no Appeal ſhall be allowed the Defend 
unleſs the Matter in Demand exceed the Sumof Fifty Pounds lawfu} Mo" 
but if the Matter in Demand exceed ſaid Sum, an Appeal ſhall be allo 
the Defendant in the ſame Manner and under the ſame Regulations as? 
peals are allowable in other Cauſes cognizable by {aid ity Court. 
no Writ of Error brought upon any Judgment of ſaid City Court ſhall" 
Superſedeas, Aid 
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And ſaid City Court ſhall have full Power to appoint and ſwear a Clerk 
or ſaid Court, to continue in Office during the Pleaſure of {aid Court; which 
lerk ſhall, as to all Matters relative to his Office as Clerk of {aid Court, 
ave the fame Powers and Authorities, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as the 
lerks of the County Courts in this State by Law have; and the Oath to be 
aken by the ſaid Clerk, ſhall be the ſame, mutatis mutandis, provided by Law 
o be taken by the Clerks of the ſaid County Courts of this State. 

And the Mayor of ſaid Cicy, or in his Abſence the ſenior aſſiſtant Judge of 
id City Court, may at the ſpecial Inſtance of, and Coſt of any Perſon mov- 
g therefor, hold a ſpecial City Court, at ſuch Time and Place within ſaid 
ty, as the Mayor or Judge ordering the ſame ſhall appoint ; which Court 
Wall proceed in the ſame Manner, kave the fame Powers and Authorities, 
nd in all Reſpects be under the fame Regulations as the ſtated City Courts 
f ſaid City; and all the taxable Fees of ſaid City Court, ſhall be the ſame 
the taxable Fees of the County Courts of this State. 
And be it further Enadted, That the Mayor of ſaid City for the Time being, 
the two Aldermen firſt choſen at te annual Meeting of ſaid City, or at 
ic firſt Meeting, ſhall compoſe the ſad City Court, and be the Judges 
Wereof z and the Mayor ſhall be the chief Judge of ſaid Court, and the ſaid 
o Aldermen ſhall be the aſſiitant Judges of laid Court, any two of whom, 
the Abſence of the other, taking to their Aſſiſtance the ſenior Alderman 
eſent that is nor a Judge of ſaid Court, or if neither of che Aldermen that 
e not Judges of ſaid Court can attend, one of the Juſtices of the Peace 
thin and for the County of New- Haven, reſident within laid City, ſhall 
ve Power to hold a City Court. | 
And if at any City Court there ſhall be but one Judge preſent, he ſhall 
te to his Aſſiſtance the other two Aldermen of ſaid City, and in caſe one 
both of them cannot attend, he ſhall take one or two of the Juſtices of the 
ace, as the caſe may require, of the County of Neu- Haven, reſident within 
ſaid City, and they three ſhall have the ſame Power to hold a City Court, 
rt, Withe Judges of ſaid City Court have. | 
in Aud be it furtber Enaded, That the Mayor and Aldermen of ſaid City, fhall 
1 froerally, within the limits of ſaid City, have cognizance of all civil Cauſes 
„Law cognizable by a Juſtice of the Peace, provided the cauſe of Action 
Dae within the limits of ſaid City, and one or both the Parties live within 
endij; ame: And the ſaid Mayor and Aldermen ſhall, as to the cauſes by them 
creoferally cognizable, have the ſame Powers and Authorities, and proceed in 
bu ſame Manner as Juftices of the Peace, now, or hereafter, by Law ſhall 
fie and proceed. f 6 TH | ' 
nce Mind an Appeal ſhall be allowed from the Judgment or Determination of 
ely Mayor and Aldermen, in any cavſe hy them cognizable ſeverally, to 
wulf next City Court to be holden within ſaid City, in all Caules in which an 
e Judqpeal is now or hereafter ſhall be allowed from the Judgment of a Juſtice 
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vithſtanding, take out Execution on fuch Judgment, provided he gives 
before the Mayor of ſaid City, or one ot the Judges of faid Court, in 
ame Manner as is provided in cafes of Appeal from ſaid City Court. 

ad in every Action brought before the Mayor or either of the Aldermen 
d City, in which the Plaintiff lives without the limits of faid City, ot 
ach the Plaintiff is a Mariner or Seaman fuing for Wages due to him 


d City, no Appeal ſhall be allowed the Defendant. 


Void the taxable Fees in all Cauſes cognizable by the Mayor, or by one 
allo Aldermen of ſaid City ſeverally, ſhall be the fame as the taxable Fees 
Cafes, before Juſtices of the Peace: And the Proceffes in all Actions 
Atro-ſaid City Court, ſhall be the fame as the Proceſſes to the County 


before the 
Mayot 


as - 


all ) 


1 u in this State; and the Proceſſes in all Actions brought 


Same 


all We Peace; the prevailing Party however, if Plaintiff, may, ſuch Appeal 


Nrvices in his Occupation, and the Defendant lives within the limits 
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vernor, Lieutenant-Governor or one of the Aſſiſtants of this State, or hy 


of their Towns, and the Party aggrieved by the lay ing out of ſuch vt" 


. »*. 


* 
— 
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Mayor or one of the Aldermen of ſaid City, ſhall be the ſame as the Proceſ 
in Actions brought before a Juſtice of the Peace, and be ſigned by the G 


Juſtice of the Peace, within and for the County of New- Haven, or by t 


Mayor or one of the Aldermen of ſaid City, or the Clerk of ſaid City Cour - 
and ſhall be ſcrved by a Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, or Conſtable, to wh 
directed, according to the Laws of this State, and the Proviſions of this A40iMP" 
And all Bonds for Proſecution taken by any of ſaid Officers hereby impoy P 
ered to ſign Writs, ſhall be good and effectual in Law. And Bonds iſ 
Proſecution, ſpecial Bail, and Bonds for Appeal, ſhall be taken to the x 85 
verſe Party: Provided nevertheleſs, That no Writs, (Executions except b. 
or Proceſs, ſigned by the Mayor, or either of the Aidermen, ſhall be of x 0 
Effect without the Limits of ſaid City. | ID. 


And be it further enadted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Mm 
Aldermen and Common Council, ſhall on the firſt Monday of July annul 
meet, and ſhall then chuſe One Hundred and Forty-four Freemen of {x 
City, to ſerve as Jurors ac ſaid City Court, and ſhall return the Names( 
ſaid Jurors, under the Hand of the Mayor of ſaid City, if preſent, or inc: 
of his Ablence, under the Hand of the fenior Alderman preſent at fv 
Meeting, to the Clerk of ſaid City Court, who ſhall write each Juror's N 


thus choſen, fairly on a ſeparate Piece of Paper, and roll up and putt 4 
ſame into a Box, which he ſhall provide and keep for that Purpoſe; a * 
whenever either of the Sheriffs of ſaid City ſhall receive a Warrant from 
Clerk of the City Court, to ſummon a Jury to appear before ſaid Court, ** 
Sheriff receiving ſuch Warrant, taking with him one of the Aldermen p 
ſaid City, ſhall repair to the ſaid Clerk's Office, and there, in the Preſa g 0 
of ſaid Alderman and Clerk, ſnall take out of ſaid Box twelve of ſaid P 
and the Perſons whoſe Names ſhall be found written therein, ſhall be fi per 
moned to appear before the Court, to which the Warrant is returnable, A 
ſerve as Jurors ; and in caſe of neglecting to attend, ſhall be liable rol ap 
Penalties as ſhall by the Bye-Laws of ſaid City be inflicted for ſuch Nez] 7 
and in caſe a compleat Pannel ſhall not attend, or in cafe any ſhall be dif, 
lenged or exculed, the Sheriff attending ſaid Court ſhall ſupply ſuch D _ 
ciency, by drawing in the Preſence of the Court, others out of ſaid Þ . 0 
and ſummoning them to attend and ſerve, until the Pannel ſhall bec ih 
plete; and the Names of ſuch Jurors as do not attend, or are exc! F 
ſhall be returned into the Box, and be liable to be drawn again. And 3 
Oath to be taker. by ſaid Jurors, ſhall be the ſame as is by Law prof, ©? 
to be taken by Jurors in civil Actions. Ard the Name of each |] ag 
that attends any City Courr and ſerves, ſhall be again written on a lepi bs | 
3 


Piece of Paper, and ſhall be rolled up and put into another Box, whici 
Clerk of ſaid Court ſhall provide for that Purpoſe, and ſhall be liable! 
drawn again, in Caſe there ſhall not, by Reaſon of Death, Removal 
other Cauſe, be a Sufficiency in the other Box, to complete the Pannch 
that Year, in which they are choſen to ſerve. (; * - | 
And the ſaid City may chooſe a Clerk of ſat City, who ſhall make 
and regular Entries of all the Votes and Proceedings of ſaid City, ani 
Records by him kept ſhall be of the ſame Validity in Point of Evidence 


any Court of Law in this State, as the Records of Towns are. Anc 

And be it enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Mayor, A al 
men, and Common Council be, and they are hereby impowered to hi ſtice 
new Highways, Streets and public Walks for the Uſe of faid City, or! Ang 
ter thoſe already laid out in ſaid City, and to exchange Highways for H d Cit 
ways, or to fell Highways for the Purpoſe of purchaſing other Hig" OL 


taking the ſame Meaſures in all Reſpects, as are directed by the Laws 0 
State to be taken, in caſe of Highways laid out by the Selectmen for ib 


Hig. 
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Highways, may have the ſame Remedy by Application to the County Court, 
as is by Law provided in caſes of Highways laid out by Select- men. 28 
And ſaid City ſhall have Power to exchange that Part of the Green in ſaid 
New-Haven, lying north-weſtefly of the public Buildings, for other Land 
for Highways, or another Green, and to fell and diſpoſe thereof for the ſame 
Purpoſe; and that Part of ſaid Green lying on the ſouth-eaſterly Side of ſaid 
public Buildings, ſhall forever be and remain a common or public Walk; 
and never be liable to be laid out in Highways, or appropriated to any other 
Purpoſe. + on 

And be it enaRted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in caſe any Sheriff, Deputy- 
Sheriff or Conſtable, ſhall not ſerve a Writ directed to, and received by him, 
that is returnable to ſaid City Court, or ſhall negle& to make Return of ſaid 
"MW \rit, or ſhall make falſe or undue Return thereof, and a Suit ſhall for ſuch 
Default, be brought againſt him to the ſaid City Court by the Perſon ot 
His Executor or Adminiſtrator, in whoſe Favour ſaid Writ iſſued; and the 
efendant be found in Default; the ſaid Court, over and above awarding 
ot Damages to the Plaintiff, may, on ſaid Suit, ſet a ſuitable Fine upon 
Ne Defendant, according to the Nature of the Caſe, and may iſſue Execu- 
jon for ſuch Fine; which Fine ſhall be to the Treaſurer of ſaid City, to 
and for the Uſe of ſaid City. 5 HE | 
And in all Caſes wherein the Defendant who is ſued to the ſaid City Court, 
res within the limits of ſaid City, the Writ ſhall be ſerved upon him at 
eaſt ſix Days before the Day of the fitting of the Court to which the Writ 
$ returnable; but if the Defendant lives without the limits of ſaid City, 
he Writ ſhail be ſerved at leaſt twelve Days before the ſitting of ſaid Court; 
nd all Writs returnable to ſaid City Court, ſhall be returned to the Clerk 
f ſaid Court on the Day of the ſitting of ſaid Court, and before the firſt 

opening of ſaid Court. 1 
And the Writs that are returnable before the Mayor or either of the Al- 
Jermen, ſhall, if the Plaintiff and Defendant both live within the Limits of, 
, if the Plaintiff lives without and the Defendant lives within the Limits 
{ ſaid City, or if the Plaintiff be a Mariner or Seaman ſuing for Wages 
ve to him for Services in his Occupation, and the Defendant lives within 
e limits of ſaid City, be ſerved upon the Defendant at leaſt three Days before 
e fitting of the Court to which it is returnable z but if the Defendant lives 


f\ 
* 


4 ithout the limits of ſaid City, the Writ ſhall be ſerved upon the Defendant 
+ leaſt x Days before che fitting of the Court to which it is returnable, 


And be it further Enafted, That the Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, Common 
ouncil and Clerk of ſaid City, ſhall be ſworn to a faithful Diſcharge of 
ieir Duty; and the Form of the Oath to be taken by the Mayor of ſaid 
nien, ſhall be as follows, viz. 


le /OU- being elected Mayor of the City of New. Haven, do fwear by the 


h adminiſter Juſtice according to Law, without reſpeti of Perſons, take no 


but well and truly perform your Office of Mayor of ſaid City, according ta 
and ur beſt Skill, | | So help you GOD. 


And the Form of the Oath to be taken by the Aldermen of ſaid City, 
n be the ſame mutatis mutandis as is preſcribed by Law to be taken by 
tices of the Peace. „ 

And the Form of the Oath to be taken by the Common Councilmen of 
City, ſhall be as follows, viz. 


l fairbfally and uprightly diſcharge the Duties of that Office, ſq long as you 
bold the ſame, So help you GOD. 
f X. | And 


oval Name of the Everliving God, that you will, without any Partiality, indiffer- 


OU being elefied a Common Council. man for the City of New-Haven 
for the Year enſuing, Do ſwear by the Name of the Everliving God, that you 
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And the Form of the Oath to be taken by the Sheriffs of ſaid City, ſhall 
be the ſame preſcribed by Law to be taken by the Sheriffs mutatis mutaniy 
And the Form of the Oath to be taken by the Clerk of ſaid City, ſhy 
be as follows, viz, PER 
FUE being choſen Clerk of the City of New-Haven, Do fg 
by the Name of the Everliving GOD, that you will truly and faithfully a. 
tend and execute the Place and Office of Clerk of ſaid City, according to your be 
Skill, and make trus Entries and Records of all the Votes and Proceedings of ſai 
City, and ſuch other Matters as by Law, or the Bye-Laws of ſaid City, are N 
be recorded in your Office ; and that you will deliver true Copies of the Recon 
in your Hands, when they ſhall be required of you, taking only your lawful Fey, 
pe So help you G0. 
; Which Oaths may be adminiſtred by any Aſſiſtant of this State, or Jul 
ice of the Peace within and for the County of New - Haven, or by the Mayer 
or either of the Aldermen of ſaid City; provided the Mayor or Alderma 
adminiftring ſuch Oath hath been ſworn according to this Act. 
And the Perſon adminiſtring the Oath preſcribed by this Act, ſhall gin 
a Certificate thereof under his Hand, to the Officer to whom he adminiltee 
ſuch Oath, which Certificate ſhall be recorded in the Records of ſaid City 
before the Perſon to whom it is given ſhall be capable of executing th 
Office to which he 1s choſen, | 
And be it further Enafed, That there ſhall be a Court of Common Cound 
of ſaid City, of which the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of ſai 
City ſhall be Members, who, or the major Part of them, ſhall have Po o. 
to make Bye-Laws, relative to Markets and Commerce within the limits 
ſaid City; relative to Perſons ſummoned to ſerve as Jurors at ſaid Ci 
Court, and neglecting to attend or refuſing to ſerve z relative to the Streife 
and Highways of ſaid City; relative to Nuſances in ſaid City Limits 
relative to their Wharves, anchoring and mooring of Veſſels ; relativet 
Trees planted for Shade, Ornament, Convenience, or Uſe, public or p 
vate, and to the Fruit of ſuch Trees; relative to Treſpaſſes committed 
Gardens; relative to public Walks, and Buildings public or private; 
the ſweeping of Chimnies, and preventing ſæid City from Fire; relative 
Forms of Oaths to be taken by the Treaſurer of ſaid City, and Inſpe 
tors of Produce brought to ſaid City for Sale or Exportation; relative 
the Manner of warning Meetings of ſaid City and the Court of Comm! 
Council, and the Time when and Place where they ſhall be holden ; t 
tive to the Qualifications in Point of Property of the Mayor and Alderme 
relative to the Bonds to be given by the Sheriffs of ſaid City for a fail 
ful Diſcharge of their Duty ; relative to the Penalties to be incurred! 
thoſe, who, being choſen to any City Office, (and not being excuſed by d | 
City) ſhall refuſe to ſerve ;. relative to a City Watch; relative to the bf 
rial of the Dead; relative to the public Lights and Lamps of ſaid Cit 
relative to reſtraining Geeſe and Swine from going at large within the! 
mits of ſaid City; and relative to the Mode of Taxation as to Taxes lev! 
by faid City; and to inflict Penalties for the Breach of ſuch Bye-Lavi 
Provided however, that ſuch Penalties ſhall in no Caſe exceed Ten Pouſ 
lawful Money; and ſaid Penalties ſhall be to ſuch Perſons as the I : 
Laws of ſaid City ſhall direct, and be recoverable by the Perſons to wi9F* by 
forfeited, by Action of Debt brought to the City Court of ſaid City, 
which Action no Appeal or Review ſhall be allowed: Provided howe" 
that no Bye-Laws of ſaid City ſhall be made repugnant to the Laus 
this State, And the catching of Fiſh and Oyſters within the Limits of al 
City, ſhall not be liable to be regulated, or in any way affected by the B 
Laws of ſaid City. | OT 
And proyided alfo, That all the Bye-Laws made by ſaid Court of 1 
| | mol 
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non Council, ſhall be approved by ſaid City in legal Meeting aſſembled, Bye-laws to j 


ad after being ſo approved, ſhall be publiſhed at leaſt three Weeks ſuc-- de publiſked. 
efively in ſome public News- paper, in or near faid City, before the ſame 
all be of any Validity, * | _ | 
And all the Bye-Laws of ſaid City, ſhall at any Time within fix Months Liable to be 
fter they are made, be liable to be repealed. by any Superior Court holden 1 bys. 
laid County of Neu- Haven, if by ſuch Superior Court, on a Hearing 
aged to be unreaſonable or unjuſt, | : | 
And all Grants and Leaſes of any real Eſtate belonging to ſaid City, 
gned by the Mayor of ſaid City, and ſealed with the City Seal, and ap. 
roved by ſaid City in legal Meeting aſſembled, ſhall be good and effectual 
Law, to convey the Eſtate intended to be conveyed by ſuch Grant or 
aſe z provided the fame. is recorded in the Records of the Town where 
e Land leaſed or granted lies. | C 
And ſaid City ſhall have Power to appoint Inſpectors of every Kind of Inſpeftors 
roduce of the United States, brought to ſaid City for Sale or Exportation. SR 
Aud the vote or choice of the major Part of the F reemen preſent at any major part o 

gal Meeting of ſaid City, ſhall be conſidered in all Cafes, as the vote ur the freemen 
dice of ſaid City. 1 valid. 
And whenever the Mayor of ſaid City, or any other Officers of ſaid City, 

igible by the Freemen thereof ſhall reſign, or be removed by Death, 1 In caſe of 
Wherwiſe, another Perſon ſhall be choſen in his Place by ſaid City; and death,&c. of 
ff an annual Officer) ſhall continue in Office till the Expiration of the g. * 
Month of June next following, unleſs another ſhall be ſooner choſen and 

Torn in his Stead. 70 8 85 YT | 
And the Mayor of ſaid City, or in his Abſence, the ſenior Alderman Mayor, or &e 
ſent at any Meeting of ſaid City, or at aa Court cf, Common-Council, 2 
all, ex Officio, be Moderator thereof. And the Meetings of ſaid City may, city meeting; | 
om Time to Time, by a major Vote of the Fieemea preſent, be acjourned. which may be 5 


3 ä N adjourned. | t 
Aid be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the firſt Meeting * | 
ſaid City ſhall be holden at the State- Houſe in faid New-Haven, on the i 
ith Day of February next, at nine of Clock in the Forenoon, for the choice pirſt meeting | 
the Mayor, Aldermen, Common Council and Sheriffs of faid City, | 
d to tranſact ſuch other Buſineſs as may be neceflary ; which Meeting e 4 
be from Time to Time adjourned. And a Copy of this Paragraph 
this Act, certified under the Hand of the Secretary of this State, and 75 1 
bliſhed on the Sign Poſt in the Town of New. Haven, at leaſt three Days Annual off 1 
fore ſaid tenth Day of February, fhall be a legal Warning of the Free- cers to conti- | 
n of ſaid City to attend ſaid firſt Meeting: And: the annual Officers — 14 
Pen at ſaid Meeting, ſhall continue in Office until the Expiration of * 25 
xt June, unleſs others are ſooner choſen and qualified in their Stead. | 
And the ſaid City ſhall, at ſuch Meeting, firſt chuſe a Clerk of ſaid Ci- Pirſt meeting 4 
who ſhall be immediately ſworn, and ſhall forthwith make a Record to chuſe a | 
lis being choſen and ſworn, and the Records thus made by him in ſuch. clerk. 
e, ſhall be good and effectual; any Thing in this Act to the contrary 
withſtanding. And ſuch Record may be made by the Clerks hereaf- 
Tf choſen, of their being choſen and ſworn, and ſhall be good and effect- 
any Thing in this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. And ſaid 
| ſhall thereupon proceed to chuſe a Mayor, and the other Officers of 
City eligible by the Freemen thereof. And the Juſtices of the Peace 
din and for the County of New-Haven, living and inhabiting within the * 
a of ſaid City, and preſent at ſuch firſt Meeting, ſhall have, as to the E- ,, _ of jul⸗ 1 
oa of the Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, Common Councilmen and Clerk tices living 
lid City, the fame Powers, and proceed in the ſame Manner as the within the 
jor, Aldermen and Sheriffs of ſaid City, by this Act are to have and limits, &c. 
td in at the future Elections of ſaid City 
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Firſt moder- And the ſenior Juſtice of the Peace, within and for the County of Ne. 
1 ma Haven, living within the Limits of ſaid City, preſent at ſaid firſt Meeting 
4 | ſhall be Moderator thereof, until there ſhall be a Mayor or Alderman cho. 
| ſen and qualified according to this Act. 55 5 
| Bt clo And faid City ſhall at their firſt Meeting appoint a Time and Place fy 
#$ court ohe Holding the firſt Court of Common Council; which Court ſhall hay 
| holden 24 Power to adjourn from Time to Time. And the firſt City Court of (ail 
L Tueſday of City ſhall be holden on the ſecond Tueſday of April next, at the Stat 
April. Houſe in ſaid City. And the City Courts of ſaid City may be holde 
in ſaid State-Houſe from Time to Time, or in ſuch other Place in ſad 
City as ſaid City ſhall provide and judge proper. & f 
1 And the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of ſaid City, ſhall Hel 
3 23 the ſecond Tueſday of March next, at three of the Clock in the-Afterncoi | 
Tuelday of hold a Meeting at the State-Houſe, in ſaid New-Haven ; and ſhall thagf< 
March, to and there, chooſe forty-eight Freemen of ſaid City, to ſerve as Juron, d 
chuſe 48 ju- until after the firſt Monday of Fuly next; and the Name of each Perſon thu! 
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_ choſen, ſhall be fairly written on a ſeparate Piece of Paper, and ſhall by 

; put into the Jury Box, by this Act to be provided by the Clerk of a 

| | City Court, and ſhall be drawn out, in the Manner herein before provide 
i : with reſpect to Jurors, * 1 e Ni 
| Aways provided, That any Thing in this Act, notwithſtanding, the EHI 
0 Proviſh habitants living within the Limits of ſaid City, ſhall to all Iatents and Puff 
x poſes, be, and remain a Part of the Town of New- Haven. mw 
| Yolo Col. And that nothing herein contained, ſhall be conſtrued to affect any c le! 
| lege. the corporation Rights of the Corporation of Yale-College. A 


: Provided nevertheleſs, That if any of the Proviſions in this Act contain 
W ed, ſhall be found inconvenient, or in any Reſpect inadequate, the ſang” 
on Repreſentation of the City or otherwiſe, may be altered or revoked if. 


— — — — 
i:i— —— — 


the General Aſſembly. | . os 6 
| Public act. And this AR ſhall, to all Intents and Purpoſes, be a public Act. 


[This Af was paſſed by the General Aſſembly at their Seſſions Holden at Ne 
Haven, on the eighth Day of January, One thouſand ſeven hundred 4 


eighty-four.] „ 
[| 4 — — . ovic 
| 2 An Act for incorporating a Part of the Town of Ne * 
; | BE it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cl y t 
i Deſcription aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all freemen of 4" 
. of the perſons State, Inhabitants of ſaid New-London, dwelling and inhabiting within! 5 

. my rated. following Limits, viz. Beginning at a large Rock on Plumbe's-Hill, fo call % 
| gene -_ four Rods Wet of the Road leading from Norwich to New-Lo4 Sh 
$ thence running South 37 Degrees Weſt to a large Rock in Land belong Ie | 
|| to Jobn Aſhcraft, a little to the eaſtward of Cedar. ſwamp; from tht x | 


Bounds of the running South ſix Degrees Eaſt to the main Branch of Alwife-brook, 
city. Lefter's-Gut, ſo called; from thence running with ſaid Brook or Gut, A 
| on the Welt Side thereof at high-water Mark, to the Sound to a large cl! As 
[ | of Rocks at the weſtern point of ſaid Gut or Brook, called the Great: fh 
rock; and from thence acroſs the Harbour to the South End of tie div! 
Line betwixt the Towns of New-London and Groton ; and thence north 
by ſaid Diviſion Line as ſaid Line runs, until it comes to a Point due! 
from the Bovnds firſt above-mentioned, and thence running due Welt i 
| | the River of Thames, to ſaid Bound, be and the ſame are hereby Orca 
= f Conſtituted, and Declared to be from Time to Time, and forever here 
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| Name of the one Body Corporate and Politic, in Fact and in Name, by the Name of 
[ corporation. Mayor, ALDERMEN, COMMON COUNCIL, AND FREEMEN or THz 0 
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\r New-LONDON 3 and that by that Name, they and their Succeſſors for 
ver, ſhall and may have perpetual Succeſſion and ſhall be Perſons in Law, 
apable of Suing and being Sued, Pleading and being Impleaded in all 
vits of what Nature ſoever ; and alſo to purchaſe, hold, and convey any 
tate, real or perſonal, and may have a common Seal, and may change and 
ter the ſame at Pleaſure; and ſhall be Freemen of ſaid City. 8 
And whereas there are many Perſons living within ſaid Limits, who by Law 
Lau to be taken by Freemen. | | | 
Be it enacted, That all ſuch Perſons, living within ſaid Limits, who ſhall, 
fore the ſecond Monday of March next, procure the major Part of the 
le&-men of the ſaid Town of New- London, to certify that they are qualified 
d be admitted and made free of this State, and ſhall after procuring ſuch 
ertificate, take before ſome * ſſiſtant of this State, or Juſtice of Peace within 
d for the County of New-London, the Oaths provided by Law for Free- 
en, ſhall to all the Purpoſes in this Act meationed, be conſidered as 
Wrcemen of this State, and Freemen of the ſaid City of Neu- London. | 
And for the better Government of ſaid City: : 3 
Be it further Enafted, That there ſhall be a Meeting of ſaid City golden 
nually in June, at ſuch Time and Place as by the Bye-Laws of ſaid City 
all be directed, for the Purpoſe of chuſing all the annual Officers of ſaid 
ty; and the annual Officers of ſaid City choſen at ſuch Meeting, ſhall 
dutinue in Office until the Expitation of the Month of June then next, 
leſs others ſhall be ſooner choſen and qualified in their Stead. 
And the ſaid City in legal Meeting aſſembled, ſhall chooſe a Mayor, who 
Wall hold his Office during the Pleaſure of the General Aſſembly; and at 
- cir annual Meeting ſhall chuſe four Aldermen, and a Common Council 
not more than Twenty, and two Sheriffs out of the Freemen of ſaid 
Wity ; all which Officers, and all other Officers of ſaid City, eligible by the 
reemen thereof, ſhall be choſen by Ballot; and on each Ballot which is 
ven in, ſhall be written the Name of the Perſon for whom the ſame 15 
Nen; and ſuch Ballot ſhall be rolled up, and in the Preſence of the Mayor 
d Aldermen of ſaid City, or ſuch of them as are preſent at ſuch M-eting, 
„ by the Perſon giving the fame, into a Box, which faid City ſhall 
ovide for that Purpoſe ; which Box ſhall be a cloſe Box, with a Hole of 
onvenient Size in the Lid thereof, through which to put in the Ballot. 
nd when the Freemen preſent at any City Meeting, ſhall have had 
alonable Time to give in their Ballot, either of the Sheriffs of faid City, 
in the Abſence of both the Sheriffs, the junior Alderman preſent, in the 


77 cſerce of the Mayor and Aidermen, or ſuch of them as are preſent at 
: Meeting, ſhall open the ſaid Box; and the Miyot and Aldermen or 
hs h of them as are preſent, ſhall open, ſort and count tlie Ballots z and 


: Perſon who ſhall have the Majority of the Balluts given in, ſhall by 


Lol Sheriffs, or in their Abſence, by the junior Alderman preſent, be de- 
"A red to be elected: And no Ballots ſhall be received after the Box ſhall 


re been opened, | 
And ſaid City in legal Meeting aſſembled, ſhall have Power to levy 
Mes on the Polls and Eſtate within the Limits of ſaid City, for ſuch 


p 7 Irpoſes as ſaid City ſhall think proper; and to chuſe a Collector or Col- 
i" Miors, to collect ſuch Tax; who ſhall, having received a Warrant for 
— it Purpoſe, ſigned by the Mayor, or. by one of the Aldermen of ſaid 


y, have the ſame Power as Collectors of Town Taxes by Law have; 
L ſhall be accountable to the Mayor and Aldermen of faid City, in the 
de Manner as Collectors of Town Taxes ate by Law accountable to 
Select- men. And in Caſe any Collector ſhall not perform the Truſt 
mitted to him, but ſhall fail of colle&ing ſuch Rate according to tlie 
ms of the Warrant committed to him, on Complaint thereof BRY by 
r 9 l rs 41 4 - the 


: qualified to be Freemen of this State, who have not taken the Oath provided 


Capable of 


' ſuing, &c, 


Who are 
freemen of 


the city. 


Perſons liv- 
ing within 
the city, pro- 
curing a cer- 
tificate, &c. 
to be freemen 
of the ſtate 
and city, 


Annualmeet- 
ing to be in 
June, for the 
purpoſe of 
chuſing an- 
nual officers, 
Continuance 
in office. 


To chuſe 4 
mayor, to 
continue in 
office during, 
&c. 

To chuſe fout 
aldermen, 
. 

Mode of chu- 
ſing to be by 
ballot, &c. 


The box by 
whom open- 
ed. 


The mayor 
and aldermett 
to ſort and 
count the 
votes. f 
Who to de- 


clare the 
Choice. 


The city to 


have power 
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To chuſe a 
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Complaint the Aldermen of ſaid City to the Mayor thereof, he ſhall iſſue a Warm 
being made, under his Hand, directed to either of the Sheriffs of ſaid City, to deſtri 
. the Sums or Rates neglected by ſuch Collector to be collected, or pa4 WV 
rant, &c. out of the Eſtate of the Collector, l | | | 
Power of the And be it further enatied by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Sheriffs oF" 
ſheriffs. faid City ſhall ſeverally within the Limits of laid City, have the ſame Poy. 
Liable for ers and Authorities, and be liable to the ſame Suits or Penalties for neg. 
neglect of of Duty in any Caſe whatever, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as Sheriffs H 
| . i Law now have and are; and the ſaid City ſhall be liable to anſwer in 11 
— 3 4 Of the Inability of ſaid Sheriffs, or either of them, for the Default of (il! 
inability ge. Sheriffs, in all Caſes relative to their Office. bi 
5 And ſaid Sheriffs ſhall ſeverally give Bond with Sureties, in ſuch Mane 
Sheriffs to as by the Bye-Laws of ſaid City ſhall be directed, for a faithful Diſcharged 
r bond, the Duties of that Office, before they ſhall be capable of executing the ſane 


$1 5 
On failure, a 
new one to be 


Choſen. 


To chuſe a 
treaſurer. 


A city court 
to be held 
monthly. 
Power to ad- 
Journ. 
Juriſdiction. 


To have the 
fame powers, 
Ec. as county 
courts, & ex- 
ecutions ſer- 
ved, &c. as 


thoſe fromthe 


county court. 


Appeals to 
be allowed. 


The prevail. 
ing party if, 
&c. may take 
out executi- 
ee. 
Provided 
bond be gi- 
ven. 


No appeal to 
be allowed on 
a ſuit on ſuch 
bond. 

If the plain- 
tiff lives 
without the 
city, no ap- 
peal allowed 
the defendant 
within, un- 
leſs, &c. 
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And in caſe either of the Perſons choſen Sheriff ſhall not give Bond v. 
Surecies, according to the Bye-Laws of ſaid City, the ſaid City may proceeWrz 
to chuſe another Sheriff in his Room. | 
And the ſaid City in legal Meeting aſſembled, ſhall chuſe a Treaſurer i 
ſaid City, to continue in Office during the Pleaſure of ſaid City, who ſhi 1: 
have the ſame Powers within ſaid City as Towr-Treaſurers now by LI 
have, and ſhall be accountable to ſaid City. | A 
And be it further Enaed, That there ſhall be holden monthly, on the fiſt | 
Monday of every Month, in ſaid City, a City Court ; which Court (hall ha 
Power to adjourn from Time to Time, and ſhall have cognizance of all Ci 
Cauſes where the Title of Land is not concerned, by Law cognizable byt 
County Courts in this State, provided the Caule of Action ariſe within! 
Limits of ſaid City, and one or both the Parties live within ſaid City; a 
the ſaid City Court ſhall, as to the Cauſes by them Cognizable, to all Inter 
and Purpoſes, have the ſame Powers and Authorities, and proceed in t 
ſame Manner and grant Executions, as ſaid County Courts now or hereafi 
by Law ſhall have, proceed and grant; and the Executions granted by 
City Court ſhall be ſerved and returned in the ſame Manner as the Exec 
tions granted by the ſaid County Courts, and an Appeal ſhall be allowed 
either Party, from the Judgment or Determination of ſaid City Coun, 
the next Superior Court to be holden in the County of New. London, in 
Cauſes in which an Appeal is now or hereafter by Law ſhall be allowed fr 
the ſaid County Courts; the prevailing Party however, if Plaintiff, may, ſ 
Appeal notwithſtanding, take out Execution on ſuch Judgment for the D 
and Damage and Coſts recovered in ſuch City Courts, againſt the Defend 
or Defendants, and levy the ſaid Execution, and collect the Money thereqſf 
provided he does previous to his taking out faid Execution, become bo 
with two ſufficient Sureties before the Mayor of ſaid City, or one ot! 
Judges of ſaid City Court, in a Recognizance (which Recognizance! 


Mayor of ſaid City and the Judges of ſaid City Court are reſpectivel) N an 
powered to take) in double the Sum of ſaid Judgment, that he will, wind 
one Week after final Judgment on the Appeal, refund ſo much of the Ju Ma 


ment of the ſaid City Court, together with the Intereſt thereof, as ſhall 
ſuch Execution be collected, and ſhall not be by him recovered before 
Court to which the Appeal is taken, together with the Execution Fees! 
ſhall accrue, and be paid by the Defendant on ſaid Execution; and no- 
peal ſhall be allowed on any Suit commenced on ſuch Recognizance. 

And in every Action brought before ſaidCiry Court, in which the Plan 
lives without the Limits of ſaid City, or is a Mariner or Seaman ſuing 
Wages due to him for Services in his Occupation, and the Defendant! 
within the Limits of ſaid City, no Appeal ſhall be allowed the DefenWhic 
unleſs the Matter in Demand exceed the Sumof Fifty Pounds lawful MWery 
but if the Matter in Demand exceed ſaid Sum, an Appeal ſhall be aH 
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he Defendant in the ſame Manner and under the ſame Regulations as Ap- 
deals are allowable in other Cauſes cognizable by ſaid Court. And no 
cit of Error brought upon any Judgment of ſaid City Court, or of ſaid 
ayor, or either of the ſaid Aldermen, ſhall be a Saperſedeas, or have any 
orce to ſtay the levy of the Execution; = 3 
And ſaid City Court ſhall have full Power to appoint and ſwear a Clerk 
xr ſaid Court, to continue in Office during the Pleaſure of ſaid Court; which 
ſerk (hall, as to all Matters relative to his Office as Clerk of ſaid Court, 
we the ſame Powers and Authorities, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as the 
hetks of the County Courts in this State by Law have; and the Oath to be 
ken by the ſaid Clerk, ſhall be the ſame, mutatis mutandis, provided by Law 
be taken by the Clerks of the County Courts of this State. 
And the Mayor of ſaid City, or in his Abſence the ſenior aſſiſtant Judge 
ſaid City Court, may at the ſpecial Inſtance and Coſt of any Perſon mov- 
g therefor, hold a ſpecial City Court, at ſuch Time and Place within faid 
My, as the Mayor or Judge ordering the ſame ſhall appoint ; which Court 
all proceed in the ſame Manner, have the fame Powers and Authorities, 
d in all Reſpects be under the fame Regulations as the ſtated City Courts 
ſaid City; and all the taxable Fees of ſaid City Court, ſhall be the fame 
the taxable Fees of the County Courts cf this State. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Mayor of faid City for the Time being, 
| the two Aldermen firſt choſen at the annual Meeting of ſaid City, or at 
ir firſt Meeting, ſhall compoſe the ſaid City Court, and be the Judges 
:reof ; and the Mayor ſhall be the chief Judge of ſaid Court, and the ſaid 
y iſo Aldermen ſhall be the aſſiſtant Judges of ſaid Court, any two of whom, 
n Uthe Abſence of the other, taking to their Aſſiſtance the ſenior Alderman 
, uflent that is not a Judge cf ſaid Court, or if neither of the Aldermen that 


hat 


nN 


aten not Judges of ſaid Court can attend, one of the Juſtices of the Peace 
in hin and for the County of New-Lonaon, reſident within faid City, ſhall 
cali: Power to hold a City Court. LN] e 
nd if at any City Court there ſhalt be but one Judge preſent, he ſhall 
xecit to his Aſſiſtance the other two Aldermen of ſaid City, and in caſe one 
ved oth of them cannot attend, he ſhall take one or two of the Juſtices of the 
vrt, Ne, as the cafe may require, of the County of New. London, reſident within 


in W City, and they three ſhall have the ſame Power to hold a City Court, as 
d fro Judges of faid City Court have. Ce ants rb ee 
y, ſo Ad be it further Enafted, That the Mayor and Aldermen of faid City, ſhall 
ie DFErally, within the limits of faid City, have cognizance of all civil Cauſes 
fend Law cognizable by a Juſtice of the Peace, provided the cauſe of Action 
heres within the limits of faid City, and one or both the Parties live within 
> boi ſame: And the ſaid Mayor and Aldermen ſhall, as to the cauſes by them 
e of rally cognizable, have the ſame Powers and Authorities, and proceed in 
ance ¶ lame Manner as Juſtices of the Peace, now, or hereafter, by Law ſhall 
vely WF and proceed. 11 . 
, wind an Appeal ſhall be allowed from the Judgment or Determination of 
e J Mayor and Aldermen, in any cauſe by them cognizable ſeverally, to 
ſnal next City Court to be holden within ſaid City, in all Caufes in which an 
efore Weal is now or hereafter ſhall be allowed from the Judgment of a Fuſtice 
es Ne Peace; the prevailing Party however, if Plainuff, may, ſuch Appeal 
d no thſtanding, take out Execution on ſuch Judgment, provided he gives 
ce. defore the Mayor of ſaid City, or one of the Judges of faid Court, in 
> Plume Manner as is provided in cafes of Appeal from ſaid City Court. 

ſuing ad in every Action brought before the Mayor or either of the Aldermen 
dant d City, in which the Plaintiff lives without the limits of ſaid City, or 
efen0WMbich the Plaintiff is a Mariner or Seaman ſuing for Wages due to him 
Mog crvices in his Occupation, and the Defendant lives within the limits 
c al d City, no Appeal ſhall be allowed the Defendant. 9 
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1 | a 
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 New-L adds City. 


Taxable fees, | 
&c. 
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and ſerved. 
Bonds for 


proſecution, 
&c. 


except, &c. 
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and when 
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&c. 
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write the ju- 


rors names 
on, &c. 


Jurors how 
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plete pannel, 


Othersdrawn, 


8 og, 
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tending, &c. 
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to be, &c. 


The name of 
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tending, &c. 
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\ 
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chuſe a clerk. 


” a — 


Juſtice of the Peace, within and for the County of New. London, or byt 


directed, according to the Laws of this State, and the Proviſions of this 4 
And all Bonds for Proſecution taken by any of ſaid Officers hereby impe 


taking with him one of the Aldermen of ſaid City, ſhall repair to thel 


— 


And the taxable Fees in all Cauſes cognizable by the Mayor, or 
of the Aldermen of ſaid City ſeverally, ſhall be the ſame as the taxable Fg 
in like Caſes, before Juſtices of the Peace: And the Proceſſes in all Adin 
brought to ſaid City Court, fhall be the fame as the Proceſſes to the Com 
Courts in this State; and the Proceſſes in all Actions brought before 
Mayor or one of the Aldermen of ſaM City, ſhall be the ſame as the Proceſ 
in Actions brought before a Juſtice of the Peace, and be ſigned by the( 
vernor, Lieutenant-Governor or one of the Aſſiſtants of this State, or hy 


Mayor or one of the Aldermen of ſaid City, or the Clerk of ſaid City Cow 
and ſhall be ſerved by a Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, or Conſtable, to wh 


It 


df 


ered to ſign Writs, ſhall be good and effectual in Law. And Bonds 
Proſecution, ſpecial Bail, and Bonds for Appeal, ſhall be taken to the Wy: 
verſe Party: Provided nevertheleſs, That no writs, (Executions excepu in 
or Proceſs, ſigned by the Mayor, or either of the Aldermen, ſhall be of Mq 
Effect without the Limits of ſaid City. It 
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid M. 
Aldermen and Common Council, ſhall on the firſt, Monday of July annuſ oi 
meet, and ſhall then chuſe Forty or more Freemen of ſaid City, to ſerve as im 
rors ar ſaid City Court, and ſhall return the Names cf ſaid Jurors, under Wy r 


Hand of the Mayor of ſaid City, if preſent, or in caſe of his Abſence, unity 


the Handof the ſenior Alderman preſent at ſuch Meeting, to the Clerk of ¶Mou 


City Court, who ſhall write each Juror's Name thus choſen, fairly on a ler 


rate Piece of Paper, and roll up and put the ſame into a Box, which he i&fo 


provide and keep for that Purpoſe ; and whenever either of the Sherill A 
ſaid City ſhall receive a Warrant from the Clerk of the City Court, tof 
mon a ; Aa to appear before ſaid Court, the Sheriff receiving ſuch Warn 


Clerk's Office, and there, in the Preſence of ſaid Alderman and Clerk, Met 
take out of ſaid Box ſo many of ſaid Papers as his Warrant ſhall dine ij 
and the Perſons whoſe Names ſhall be found written therein, ſhall be ie 6 
moned to appear before the Court, to which the Warrant is returnabl:Mirhc 
ſerve as Jurors ; and in caſe of neglecting to attend, ſhall be liable to lea 
Penalties as ſhall by the Bye-Laws of ſaid City be inflicted for ſuch Neg 4 
and in cafe a compleat Pannel ſhall not attend, or in caſe any ſhall be Wyn 
lenged or excuſed, the Sheriff attending ſaid Court ſhall ſupply ſuch Heir! 
ciency, by drawing in the Preſence of the Court, others out of ſaid ity. 

and ſummoning them to attend and ſerve, until the Pannel ſhall be d 5 
plete; and the Names of ſuch Jurors as do not attend, or are exc N 
ſhall be returned into the Box, and be liable to be drawn again. And F : 
Oath to be taken by ſaid Jurors, ſhall be the ſame as is by Law pro! 5 

to be taken by Jurors in civil Actions. And the Name of each . 
that attends any City Court and ſerves, ſhall be again written on a ſep: We 
Piece of Paper, and ſhall be rolled up and put into another Box, which " 
Clerk of ſaid Court ſhall provide for that Purpoſe, and ſhall be liable An 
drawn again, in Caſe there ſhall not, by Reaſon of Death, Remova ul by 
other Cauſe, be a Sufficiency in the other Box, to complete the Panne lire 
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er thoſe already laid out in ſaid City, and to exchange Highways for High- 
ays, or to ſell Highways for the Purpoſe of purchaſing other Highways, 
aking the ſame Meaſures in all Refpetts, as are direted by the Laws of this 
tate to be taken, in caſe of Highways laid out by the Selectmen for the uſe 
of their Towns, and the Party aggrieved by the laying out of ſuch Streets 
or Highways, may have the ſame Remedy by Application to the County 
ourt, as is by Law provided in caſes of Highways laid out by Select men. 
And be it enadted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in caſe any Sheriff, Depu- 
y-Sheriff or Conſtable, ſhall not ſerve a Writ direQed to, and received by 
im, that is returnable to ſaid City Court, or ſhall neglect to make Return 
ff ſaid Writ, or ſhall make falſe or undue Return thereof, and a Suit ſhall 
or ſuch Default, be brought againſt him to the ſaid City Court by the 
erſon or his Executor or Adminittrator, in whoſe Favour ſaid Writ iſſued, 
ind the Defendant be found in Default; the ſaid Court, over and above 


flue Execution for ſuch Fine; which Fine ſhall be to the Treaſurer of ſai 
ity, to and for the Uſe of ſaid City. | 


And in all Caſes wherein the Defendant who is ſued to the ſaid City 
ourt, lives within the Limits of faid City, the Writ ſhall be ſerved upon 
im at leaſt ſix Days before the Day of the ſitting of the Court to which the 
rit is returaable; but if the Defendant lives without the Limits of ſaid 
ty, the Writ ſhall be ſerved at leaſt twelve Days before the fitting of ſaid 
ourt ; and all Writs returnable to ſaid City Court, ſhall be returned to the 
lerk of ſaid Court on or before the Day of the ſitting of ſaid Court, and 
mee the tit opening of fud-Coutt.. IG ai ion mole, 
And the Writs that are returnable before the Mayor or either of the Al- 
ermen, ſhall, if the Plaintiff and Defendant both live within the Limits of, 


ce, if che Plaintiff lives without and the Defendant lives within the Limits 

he WF ſaid City, or if the Plaintiff be a Mariner or Seaman ſuing for Wages 

3 e to him for Services in his Occupation, and the Defendant lives within 
ö 


e limits of ſaid City, be ſerved upon the Defendant at leaſt three Days before 
eſitting of the Court to which it is returnable; but if the Defendant lives 
out the limits of ſaid City, the Writ ſhall be ſerved upon the Defendant 
leaſt ſix Days before the fitting of the Court to which it is returnable, +. 
Aid be it further Enatted, That the Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, Common 
puncil and Clerk of ſaid City, ſhall be ſworn to a faithful Diſcharge of 
Fir Duty; and the Form of the Oath to be taken by the Mayor of ſaid 
— . y ⁊ð ped 
DU Being elefied Mayor of the City of New. London, do ſwear by 1he 
Name of the Everliving God, that you will, without any Part:ality, ind:ffe- 
Wy adminiſter Juſtice, according to Law, without reſped of Perſons, take no 


Wo, but well and truly perform your Office of Mayor of ſaid City, according to 
| beſt ſkill, n So help you GOD. : 
And the Form of the Oath to be taken by the Aldermen' of ſaid City, 
ll be the ſame mutatis mutandis as is preſcribed by Law to be taken by 
Wiiices of the Peace. | 


City, ſhall be as follows, viz. LT Wa Tg 
WU being elefed a Common Council. man for the City of New-London, 
for the Lear enſuing, Do ſwear by the Name of the Everliving Ged, that you 
' faithfully and uprightly diſcharge the Duties ef that Office, ſo long as you 
bold tht ſame. So help you GOD. 


ot A 


co 1nd the Form of the Oath to be taken by the Sheriffs ot ſaid City, ſhall 
or le ſame preſcribed by Law to be taken by the Sheriffs mutatis 2 
: | "0 | 5 | a 0 | 2 0 „ 4 > * a a 3 F- And . 


2 


warding juſt Damages to the Plaintiff, may; on ſaid Suit, ſet a ſuitable _ 
ine upon the Defendant, according to the Nature of the Caſe, and may 


ide, give no Council in any Matter that ſhall come before you, nor deny Right 


And the Form of the Oath to be taken by the Common Councilmen of 


—C 
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and record- 
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And the Form of the Oath to be taken by the Clerk of [aid City, ty 


—_— 


— 


be as follows, viz. | | 
YOU : being choſen Clerk of the City of New-London, Do fy 
| by the Name of the Everliving GOD, that you will truly and faithfull a 
lend and execute the Place and Office of Clerk of ſaid City, according to your ji 
Skill, and make trus Entries and Records of all the Votes and Proceedings of [y 
City, and ſuch other Matters as by Law, or the Bye-Laws of ſaid City, are 
be recorded in your Office ; and that you will deliver true Copies of the Rey 
in your Hands, when they ſhall be required of you, taking only your lawful Fes 
| | | So help you GOD. 
Which Oaths may be adminiſtred by any Aſſiſtant of this State, or Ju 
ice of the Peace within and for the County of New- London, or by the Mapa 
or either of the Aldermen of ſaid City; provided the Mayor or Aldermy 
adminiſtring ſuch Oath hath been ſworn according to this Act; 


And the Perſon adminiſtring the Oath preſcribed by this Act, ſhall gin 


a Certificate thereof under his Hand, to the Officer to whom he adminilte 
ſuch Oath, which Certificate ſhall be recorded in the Records of {aid Ciy 
before the Perſon to whom it is given ſhall be capable of executing th 
Office to which he is choſen. 

And be it further Enafted, That there ſhall be a Court of Common Cound 
of ſaid City, of which the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of ſi 
City ſhall be Members, who, or the major Part of them, ſhall have Powe 


to make Bye-Laws, relative to Markets and Commerce within the limits 


faid City ; relative to Perſons ſummoned to ſerve as Jurors at ſaid C 
Court, and neglecting to attend or refuſing to ſerve; relative to the Stret 
and Highways of ſaid City; relative to Nuſances in ſaid City Limit 
relative to their Wharves, anchoring and mooring of Veſſels ; relative! 
Trees planted for Shade, Ornament, Convenience, or Uſe, public or p 
vate, and to the Fruit of ſuch Trees; relative to Treſpaſſes committed! 
Gardens; relative to Walks, and- Buildings public or private; to l 
ſweeping of Chimnies, and preſerving {id City from Fire; relative 
Forms of Oaths to be taken by the Treaſurer of ſaid City, and Inſpe 
tors of Produce brought to ſaid City for Sale or Exportation ; relative 


the Manner of warning Meetings of ſaid City and the Court of Comm 


CouncH, and the Time when and Place where they ſhall be holden ; 
tive to the Qualifications in Point of Property of the Mayor and Aldermet 
relative to the Bonds to be given by the Sheriffs of ſaid City for a fait 
ful Diſcharge of their Duty; relative to the Penalties to be incurred! 
thoſe, who, being choſen to any City Office, (and not being excuſed by d 
City) ſhall refule to ſerve ; relative to a City Watch; relative to theb 
rial of the Dead; relative to the public Lights and Lamps of ſaid Cit 
relative to reſtraining Geeſe and Swine from going at large within the! 
mits of ſaid City; and relative to the Mode of Taxation as to Taxes kv 
by ſaid City; and to inflict Penalties for the Breach of ſuch Bye-Las 
Provided however, that ſuch Penalties ſhall in no Caſe exceed the Sum 
Ten Pounds lawful Money; and ſaid Penalties ſhall be to ſuch Perſons 
the Bye- Laws of ſaid City ſhall direct, and be recoverable by the Perſons 
whom forfeited, by Actions of Debt brought to the City Court of ſaid Lil 
in which Action no Appeal or Review ſhall be allowed: Provided bv 
ever, that no Bye- Laws of ſaid City ſhall be made repugnant to the Li 
of this State. | | 3 5 
And provided alſo, That all the Bye- Laws made by ſaid Court of Co 
mon Council, ſhall be approved of by ſaid City in legal Meeting aſſemb 
and after being ſo approved, ſhall be publiſhed at teaft three Weeks | 
ceſſively in ſome public News- paper, in or near ſaid City, before the l 
ſhall be of any Validity. | - | 
And all the Bye-Laws of ſaid City, fhall at any Time within fix Mo 
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after they are made, be liable to be repealed by any Superior Court holden 
in ſaid County of Neo- London, if by ſuch Superior Court, on a Hearing, 
djudged to be unreaſonable or unjuſt, . 
And all Grants and. Leaſes of any real Eſtate belonging to ſaid City, 
aned by the Mayor of ſaid City, and ſealed with the City Seal, and ap. 
proved by ſaid City in legal Meeting aſſembled, ſhall be good and effectual 
1 Law, io convey the Eſtate intended to be conveyed by ſuch Grant or 
eaſe ; provided the ſaine is recorded in the Records of the Town where 
OO ks mu OOO TT ͤ r 
And ſaid City ſhall have Power to appoint InſpeRors of every Kind of 
produce of the United States, brought ta ſaid City for Sale or Exportation. 
And the vote or choice of the major Part of the Freemen preſent at any 
egal Meeting of ſaid City, ſhall be conſidered in all Caſes, as the vote or 
hoice of ſaid City. . FFV 
And whenever the Mayor of ſaid City, or any other Officers of ſaid City, 
ligible by the Freemen thereof ſhall reſign, or be remoyed by Death, or 
"Wcherwiſe, another Perſon ſhall be choſen in his Place by ſaid City; and 
if an annual Officer) ſhall continue in Office till the Expiration of the 
onth of Fune next following, unleſs another ſhall be ſooner choſen and 
Vorn in his Stead. e Dt By een oaige 97 ooy wipe 
And the Mayor of ſaid City, or in his Abſence, the ſenior Alderman 
Wreſeat at any Meeting of ſaid City, or at any Court of Common-Council, 
hall, ex Officio, be Moderator thereof. And the Meetings of ſaid City may, 
rom Time to Time, by a major Vote of the Freemen preſent, be adjourned. 
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nil Aud be it further enalted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the firſt Meeting 
ve f faid City ſhall be holden at the Town School-Houſe in ſaid New-Lon- 
pn, the ſecond Monday of March next, at nine o*Clock in the Forenoon, for 
ed he choice of the Mayor, Aldermen, CommonCouncil and Sheriffs of ſaid City, 


o d to tranſact ſuch other Buſineſs as may be neceſſary; which deen 
ve pay be from Time to Time adjourned. And a Copy of this Paragrapf 
u{piyf this Act, certified under the Hand of the Secretary of this State, and 
ire Nubliſned on the Sign Poſt in ſaid Town of New- London, at leaſt three Days 


xfore ſaid ſecond Monday of March next, ſhall be a legal Warning of the 
reemen of ſaid City to attend ſaid firſt Meeting: And the annual Officers 
ioſen at ſaid Meeting, ſhall continue in Office until the Expiration of 
xt June, unleſs others are ſodner chofen and qualified in their Stead-. 
And the faid City ſhall, at ſuch Meeting, firſt chuſe a Clerk of ſaid Ci- 
, who ſhall be immediately ſworn, and ſhall forthwith make a Record 
his being choſen and ſworn, and the Records thus made by him in ſuch 
Wile, ſhall be good and effeftual ; any Thing in this Act to the contrary 
withſtanding. And fuch Record may be made by the Clerks hereaf- 
choſen, of their being choſen and ſworn, and ſhall be good and effect- 
al; any Thing in this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. Aud ſaid 
ity ſhall thereupon proceed to chuſe a Mayor, and the other Officers of 
id City eligible by the Freemen thereof. And the Juſtices of the Peace 
thin and for the County of Neu-London, hving and inbabiting within the 
ts of faid City, and preſent at ſuch firſt Meeting, ſhall have, as to. the E- 
tion of the Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, Common Councilmen and Clerk 
ſkid City, the ſame Powers, and proceed in the ſame Manner as the 
lor, Aldermen and Sheriffs of ſaid City, by this Act are to have and 


of Collfceed' in at the future Elections of faid City. Moon fe egg ye 
e000 And the ſenior Fuſtice of the Peace, within and for the County of New: 
1122 living within the Limits of faid City, preſent at ſaid firſt Meeting, 
he 14884! be Moderator thereof, until there ſhall be a Mayor or Alderman cho- 


b ad qualified according to this Act. ON 5 
And id City ſhall at their firſt Meeting appoint a Time and Place fog 
I 2 2 holding 
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— nt the Town where the Offence is committed. 
Er Aud whereas great Diſerders and Inſolences are often committed in tht Nui 


3 Be it 
Ga e WY Bite and Damages are done in the Night-feaſon, that upon Cd 
eee e maade thereof to any Court, Alilant, or Jultice of be 
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Firſt city holding the firſt Court of Common Council ; which Court ſhall hay 
rt to bs Power to adjourn'from Time to Time. And the firſt City Court of ſai 
Monday of City ſhall be holden on the firſt Monday of April next, at the Town Schod, 
April. Houſe in ſaid City. And the ſaid City Courts of ſaid City may be holden 

in ſaid School-Houſe from Time to Time, or in ſuch other Place in fa 
City as ſaid City ſhall provide and judge proper. 

And the Mayor, Aldermen; and Common Council of ſaid City, ſhall a 
Mayor, &c. the ſecond Monday of Marth neut, at three of the Clock in the Afternooy 
+ the ad „ bold a Meeting at the Town School - Houſe, in ſaid Net- London; and ſhil 
per > then and there, chooſe thirty-fix Freemen of faid City, to ſerve as Juron, 
ehuſe 36 jur- until after the firſt Monday of July next; and the Name of each Perion thy 
ors. choſen, ſhall be fairly written on a ſeparate Piece of Paper, and ſhall de 

ut into the Jury-Box, by this Act to be provided by the Clerk of (ai 
ity Court, and ſhall be drawn out, in the Manner herein before provided, 
with reſpect to Juror. + JT 
* Always provided, That any Thing in this Act, notwithſtanding, the li 
Provics, habitants living within the Limits of ſaid City, ſhall to all Iatents and Pur. 
poſes, be, and remain a Part of the Town of New- London. 
Provided nevertheleſs, That if this Act, or any of the Proviſions therei 
contained, ſhall be found inconvenient, or in any Reſpect inadequate, tht 
Ptoviſo; fame; on Repreſentation of the City or otherwiſe, may be altered or revok: 
5 ed by the General Aſſembl y. | P 
Provided nevertbeleſs, That the Judges of ſaid City Court may, and they 
are hereby authorized to hear, try, and finally determine all Cauſes brought 

Proviſo, before the City Court, by a Jury of ſix Freemen, or without a Jury, when 

neither of the Parties deſire to have the Cauſe decided by a Jury or h 
more than fix Jurors, 5 | | 

public as, And this Act ſhall, to all Intents and Purpoſes, be a public AR. 

EThis AR was paſſed by the General Aſſembly at their Seſſions bolden at Nei, - 
Haven, on the eighth Day of January, One thouſand ſeven hundred an 
Sy- for.) 
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An Act to prevent unſeaſonable Night-walking; an 
for puniſhing Diſorders committed in the Night- ſeaſot 
BE it enalled by tht Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Cu 
„„ © efembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Perſons that af 
Fo - 6f 63, under the Government of Parents, Guardians or Maſters ; or any Board 
val — or Sojourners ſhall convene ot meet together, or be entertained in any HoulWyr; 
without the conſent or approbatiot of their Parents, Guardians, Maſters 
Governors, aftet nine of the Clock at Night, any longer than todiſcharge ie: 
Buſtnefs they are feat about; or ſhall meer together and aſſociate themſelu 
in Company or Companies in Streets or elſewhere, after the Time aforeſaid 
or thall alte any Rout, or commit any Diſorder at any Time in the Night 
feaſoy, each Perſon ſo Offending ſhall forfeir Six Shillmgs for ſuch Offca 
Heads of fa- - And the Head of the Family that entertains or tolerates ſuch diſorde'W dig 
milies liable Meeting in his or her Houſe, ſhall forfeit the like Sum; one Half of wi's 
che ſame - Forfeitures ſhall be to the Complainer, the other Half to the Treaſury 


by diforderly Perſons, to the diſquiet and hurt of the good Peaple of this Statt: 
; Por the preventing and puniſhing whereof; . 
it further enafted by the Authority of: 


* 
* 


oreſaid, hat when and ſo often 


Diſorders 
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they. are hereby impowered to ĩſſue forth a Writ. or Writs for the bringing 
before him or them any ſuſpected Perſon or Perſons, and examine him or 
hem concerning ſuch Diſorders and Damages. 

And if ſuch ſuſpected Perſon or Perſons, upon ſuch Examination, cannot 
ive a ſatisfactory Account to the Authority before whom ſuch Examination 
> had, where he or they were when ſuch Diſorders and Damages complained 
were committed or done, and that he or, they had no Hand in doing the 
me, he of they ſhall be liable to pay and anſwer all ſuch Damages as _n 
derſon or Perſons complaining ſhall have ſuſtained or ſuffered as zforeſatd, 
nd allo ſuch Fine or Puniſhment as the Court, Aſſiſtant or Juſtice, before 
vom the Trial is had ſhall ſee Cauſe to order; not exceeding the Sum of 
we Pounds, 


— 


in Act for preventing, puniſhing and removing Nuſan- 
ces in High-ways, Rivers and Water- courſes. 


DE it enaBed by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 


Whatſoever, ſhall block up, or lay or cauſe to be laid in any High-way, any 
ones, Tree or Trees, or Timber, or ſhall by Digging or any Means ob- 
u&, hinder or indanger the Paſſage of Travellers in ſuch Ways; being 
ereof duly convicted, ſhall pay the Charge of repairing, clearing or filling 
che ſame, and alſo incur the Penalty of Twenty Shillings ; one Half to the 
Wealury of that Town, and the other Half to the Informer who ſhall pro- 


ute the ſame to Effect, together with the Charges of Proſecution. 


And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perfon or 
ſons ſhall ere& or fet up any Gates, Bars, Rails or Fence upon, or acroſs 
W High-way, Country bad. or Street, or continue any ſuch, to the An- 
ance and Incumbrance of the ſame, it ſhall be deemed a Common- 
lance ; and it fhall and may be lawful for any Perſon or Perſons to pull 
n and remove the fame as ſuch. . ͤ ID 
rovided, This Act fhall not be conſtrued to the Prejudice of ſuch as have 
ined Liberty or ſhall obtain Liberty from the County Court to fer yp 
ts or Bars in High- ways. . | 

{nd whereas the daming of Rivers and Brooks, and turning of Maler- Courſes 
hf 1beir natural and original Courſes; is often prejudicial to many Towns, 
vrietors and particular Perſons : $65.7 | 

| 1327 . For preventing of which ; „ af. 5 1 110 822 
le it furtber enated by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon within this 
ſhall ſtop, dam or obſtruct any River, Brook, Stream or Run of Water 
of its natural Courſe, without Liberty of the Town in whofe Bounds the 
Streams of any of them are. And if any Perſon or Perfons {hall dam, 
cor obſtruct any River, Brook, Stream or Run of Water, or ſhall by dam- 
{1 digging or the like, tun them out of their natural Courſe, to the Pre- 
ce of any Town, Proprietors or any particular Perſon or Perſons, the 
all be deemed a common Nuſance, and may be removed as ſuch: 
che Perſon cr Perſons doing or procuring ſuch Nuſance to be done, 
move the ſame, upon Penalty of forfeiting the Sum of Five Shillings 
Week for every Week ſuch Nuſance ſhalt remain after due Warning 
to ſuch Perfon to remove the ſame; one Half whereof ſhall be to the 
Planer and' Profecutor, and the other Half to the Treaſurer of the 
u where the Offence ſhall be committee. 
wided nevertheleſs, That this Act, nor any Thing herein contained, ſhall 
Werſtood® of intended to hinder any Dam for any Mill, or for other 
i Cale no ſpecial Damage accrues thereby to apy Ferlon, 


D afſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Perſon or Perſons - 


Sulpected ** 
perſons liable 
unleſs, Vc, 


Perſons gull⸗ 
ty of a nu- 
tance, to pay, 
& 


8. 2 

And alſo ſub- 
ject to 206. 
penalty, to he 
recovered, & 


Nuſances in 
highways 
may be re» 
moved, &c. 


Proviſe; 


Nuſances itt 
rivers, &c. 
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Plead the ge- 
neral iſſue, 
&c. 


Forms of 
oaths. 


Oath of fide- 


lity. 


Freemen. 


Governor. 


Lt. Governor 


Aſſiſtants. 


teous Rules ot God's Word and the Laws of this State. 


_ — — 


nn. 


Me Provided alſo, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall remove, or break, 
Inure any Mill Dam, as a public Nuſance, and it ſhould ultimately up 
Trial at Law turn out not to be ſuch, the Perſon or Perſons ſo offending 
ſhall, upon Conviction, pay to the Party aggrieved, double Damages ay 
double Coſts 2 | 3 

And it is furt ber Enacted, That if any Perſon or Perſons who ſhall pul 
down, remove or demoliſh any of the Nuſances aforeſaid, ſhall be ſued ther, 
for; he ot they may plead the general Iſſue, and give this Act in Evidenc, 


An Act for preſcribing and eſtabliſhing Forms of Oat! 
in this State; 
Z it enacted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Cu 
- aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame; That the ſeveral Forms 
Oaths here following, be, and they are hereby eſtabliſhed, to be taken by 
and adminiſtred unto the ſeveral and reſpective Officers and Perſons f 
whom they are appointed, as followeth. 8 
JCCCCCC CCC FF WM 
C OU HA. B. do ſwear by the Name of the Everliving GOD, that you 
be true and faithful to the State of ConneZicut, as a free and indepi 
dent State, and in all Things do your Duty as a good and faithful Sub 
of the ſaid State, in ſupporting the Rights, Liberties and Privileges of 
ſame. 5 by So help you GOD. 
3 .f. FF, 3, Sent 
C7OU A. B. being by the Providence of God, an Inhabitant of this St 
of Connecticut, and now to be made Free of the ſame, do ſwear by t 
Name of the Everliving GOD, that you will be true and faithful to 
State, and the Conſtitution and Government thereof, as a free and indept 
dent State, and whenſoever you {hall be called to give your Vote or Suffr 
touching any Matter which concerns this State, you ſhall give it as in yo 
Conſcience you ſhall judge will conduce to the beſt Good of the ſame, ui. 
out reſpect of Perſons or favour of any Man. So help you GOD 
OF op For the Governor, vi... | 
VO J. 7. now choſen to be Governor over this State of Connefi 
for this Year enſuing, and until a new be choſen and ſworn, Dos 
by the Everliving God, to promote the public Good and Peace of the fa 
according to the beſt of your Skill; and that you will maintain the lat 
Rights and Privileges thereof as a ſovereign, free, and independent 5 
as alſo, that all wholeſome Laws and Orders that are or ſhall be mad 
lawful Authority here eſtabliſhed, be duly executed; and will further 
Execution of Juſtice, for the Time aforeſaid, according to the Rule 
God's Word, and the Laws of this State. So help you GOL 
| For the Lieutenant-Governor, viz. | 
OU M. G. now choſen to be Lieutenant-Governor over this St: 
| ConneZicut, for this Year enſuing, and until a new be choſen and 1s 
Do ſwear, &c.----as in the Oath for the Governor, mutatis mutandis. 
For the Aſſiſtants, viz. yy 
you J. H. being choſen an Aſſiſtant over this State for the Tear! 


ing, Do ſwear by the Everliving God, to promote the public 6 
and Peace of the ſame, according to the beſt of your Skill; and tha 
will maintain the lawful Privileges thereof, according to your Under 
ing; and alſo aſſiſt in the Execution of all ſuch wholeſome Laws ard d 
as are or ſhall be made by lawful Authority here eſtabliſhed ; and wil 
ther the Execution of Juſtice for the Time aforeſaid, according to the 
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For the Judges of the Superior, and County Courts, mutatis mutandis, viz. 
being appointed Judges of the Superior Court over this 
State, for the Year enſuing, Do ſwear by the name of the Everlivin 
OD. that as Judges of the ſaid Court, you will taithtully and impartially 
qminiſter Juſtice according to Law, take no Bribe, give no Counſel in 
ny Matter that ſhall come before you, nor deny Right to any; but well 
nd truly perform your Office of Judges, as aforeſaid; according to your 


of the Peace in the County of H. according to the Commiſſion given 
ou, you will adminiſter Juſtice equally and imparcially in all Caſes, and do 
qual Right to the Poor and to the Rich, after. your beſt Skill and Power 
nd according to Law: And you ſhall: not be of Counſel in any Quarrel 
at ſhall come before you, nor let for Gift or other Cauſe ; but well and 
uly do your Office of Juſtice of the Peace, taking only your lawful Fees. 
ind you ſhall not direct or cauſe to be directed, any Warrant by you made, 
the Parties, but you ſhall direct your Warrant to the Sheriff, his Deputy 
Conſtable, or other Officer proper for the Execution of the ſame; in the 
ounty, or to ſome indifferent Perſon; and this you ſhall do without fa- 
dur or reſpect of Perſons. | | So help you GOD. + 

For the State Treaſurer, vx. | OT 5 

JOU J. T. being choſen Treaſurer for this State of Connecticut, for the 
* Year enſuing and until a new be choſen, Do ſwear, that you will, ac- 
ding to the beſt of your Skill, attend the Place and Office of a Treaſurer 


oney as are due ta this State, by Fines, Rates or otherwiſc z and that you 
Vointed to by the Court, as you ſhall have it in the common Treaſury : 


d that you will, according to Law, fee the Conſtgbles make up their 
compts with you, or fine them according to Law for their Neglect : And 


mY t you will render a true Account of all Things concerning your Office 
0D n you are called thereunto by the General Court. 


- | So help you GOD. 
For the Secretary, viz. 


ay OU G. V. being choſen Secretary ef this State of Connecticut, for the 
de ff Year enſuing, and until a new be choſen, do ſwear, that you will keep 


&crets of the Court, and carefully execute the Place and Office of a 


+ retary according to the beſt of your Skill; and truly and faithfully re- 
ol” d all Acts and Orders of the Court, and deliver true Copies and Certifi- 
«cher when they ſhall be neceſſarily required of you. So help you GOD. 


For the Sheriffs, viz. © x4 
OU E. V. being appointed Sheriff for the County of H. do ſwear that 


,W-cdments as ſhall be directed to you (and come to your Hand) by lawful 
ſq Mority, and return them to the Court where they are returnable ; and 
that you will ſerve all ſuch Executions, granted by the Secretary, Trea- 
7; or other Clerk authorized thereunto, delivered into your Hands, and 
or levy the Goods you are directed to, according to the ſaid Executi- 
whether it be for the public Treaſury or particular Perſons z and that 
vill with convenient Speed, deliver ſuch Goods as you ſhall levy as 
laid, into the Hands of the Treaſurer or other particular Perſon or Per- 
© whom they do belong; and that you will do and execute all ſuch 
ul Commands, Directions, and Warrants as you fhall receive from the 
emor, or any Magiſtrate, Magiſtrates, or Juſtice of the Peace, Court or 
's, according to your Office; and thus during the whole Time you 
continue in your Office, you will demean yourklf without Reſpect of 
| | 8 Perſons, 


. 5 . th ſta 5 
WI this State, in ſending out your Warrants for collecting all ſuch . 9 


Il pay out of the ſame in ſuch Sums and in ſuch Manner as you ſhall be 


vou will with all Faithfulneſs and Diligence ſerve all fuch Writs and 


Judges of ſu- 
perior and 
connty courts 


deſt Skill and Judgment. | | So help you God. 
For Juſtices of the Peace, vir. | 
OU ſwear by the Name of the Everliving GOD, that as Juſtice 


Juſtices: 


Treaſurer of 


Secretary? 


Sheriffs, 
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Perſons, or Favor of any Man: But in Caſe you meet with any Difficyyy 
which you cannot reſolve, you may ſuſpend until you can have Advice they, 
in from Authority. | | So help you GOD. 
Fett For the Deputies or Repreſentatives, viz. 
| C7 OU do ſwear by the Everliving God, that in all Caſes wherein you x 
1 3 | to deliver your Vote or Sentence againſt any Criminal Offence, or 
| Repreſents. tween Parties in any Civil Caſe, you will deal uprightly and juſtly, accordiy 
. tives. to your beſt Judgment without reſpect of Perſons ; and that you will ze 
ding to your Skill and Ability aſſiſt in all other public Affairs of this Coy 
faithfully and truly, according to the Duty of your Place, when you ſhallt 
preſent to. attend the ſame. | | So help you GOD. 
s 1 | For the Grand. Jurors, viz. a | 

you do ſwear by the Name of the Everliving God, that you will di 
3 1 gently enquire after, and true Preſentment make of all Breaches of 
Grand. jurors that ſhall come to your Knowledge, according to your Charge (unleſs fon 
religious Tye of Conſcience ſurely bottomed upon the Word of God, bi 
you to Secrecy), the ſecrets of the Cauſe, your own and your Fellows y 
will duly obſerve and keep: You will preſent no Man for Envy, Hatred 
Malice; neither will you leave any Man unpreſented for Love, Fear or 
fection, or in hope uf Reward ; but you will preſent Things truly ast 
come to your Knowledge, according to the beſt of your Und-rſtanding, a 
according to the Laws of this State. So help you GOD, 

sf For the Petit-Julrors, viz. R | 
V ſwear by the Everliving God, that without reſpect of Perſons, 
favour of any Man, you will well and truly try, and true Deliveret 
make, between the State of Connecticut, and the Priſoner at the Bar, wht 
you ſhall have in Charge, according to your Evidence, and the Law: 
this State. So help you GOD. 
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petit. jurors. 


35; | Feser the Jurors in Civil Caſes, viz. | 
you ſwear that you will duly try the Iſſue or Iſſues now to be gl 
you in Charge, between the Plaintiff and Defendanc, or Plaintiff <9 
Jurofs in ci Defendants, according to the Evidence given you in Court, and the Lays Yee 
vil caſes; this State; and accordingly a true Verdict give : Your gun Counſel 
your Fellows you ſhall duly obſerve and keep : You ſhall ſpeak nothin 
[ . any One of the Buſineſs and Matters you have in Hand, but among yl 
1 ſelves, nor ſhall you ſuffer any to ſpeak unto you about the ſame, b je þ 
. Court: And when you are agreed of any Verdict, you ſhall keep it er 
| till you deliver it up in Court. | So help you GO 
IJ ; 3 For the Jury of Inqueſt, viz. | 
| you ſwear that you will diligently enquire, and true Prefentment m 
how and in what Manner A. B. (here lying dead) came to his De 
Ti and you fhal} deliver up to the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Pecce et 
Vii Verdict thereof, according to fuch Evidence as ſhall be given you, and? 
cording to your Knowledge. Fac $0 help you GO": 
| For Witneſſes, viz. 
you ſwear that the Evidence you ſhalt give to this Court, conce" zecke 
the Cafe now in Queſtion, ſhall be the Truth, the whole Truth 
nothing but the Truth. Sas beip you GON, F. 
For Conſtables, viz. 


V A. B. ſwear by the Everliving God, that for the Year enſuing bar 
Iii | 5 until new be choſen and ſworn, you will faithfully execute the 088" 
| Conſtables. and Office of Conſtable, for and within the Town of H. and the Limits! 
1 of; and that you will endeavour to preſerve the public Peace of the ſaid 
and this State; and will do your beſt Endeavours to ſee all Watct® 
Wards executed and duly attended; and obey and execute all lawfo!' 
mands and Warrants that come from any Magiſtrate or Magiſtrates, | 
Df the Peace, or Court; and execute all ſuch Orders of Court as i! 
committed to your Care according to your beſt Skill, So belp yu 


Jury of in- 
queſt. 


Witneſſes. 
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For Deputy-Sheriffs, viz. 
OU A. B. being appointed a Deputy-Sheriff within the County of H. 
do ſwear, that vou will truly and faithfully diſcharge the Duties of 
(1d Office, during the Time you ſhall continue therein; and that you will Deputy- She- 
not write or fill up any Writ or Writs againſt any Perſon or Perſons what- rin 
ſoever, except you are a Party in the Action, nor cauſe the fame to be wrote 
or filled up, or direct any Perſon therein. So help you GOD. , 
For the Clerks of the Superior and County Courts, mutatis mutandis, viz. 
OU A. B. being appointed to be Clerk of the Superior Court, do ſwear | 
that you will carefully, faithfully, and diligently attend and execute Clerks Supe- 
he Place and Office of ſuch a Clerk : That you will truly enter and record rior & Coun- 
all Actions, Verdicts, Sentences, Orders and Determinations of the ſaid 7 Courts. 
ouct, and deliver true Copies when they ſhall be required of you, taking 
o more than your lawful Fees therefor : And that you will perform and 
xecute your Office, and Duty therein according to the beſt of your Skill, 
ind the Laws of this State. XS So help you GOD. 
For the Clerks of the Courts of Probate, viz. 

OU A. B. being appointed to be Clerk of the Court of Probates in the 

Diſtrict of H. do ſwear that you will carefully, faithfully, and diligently 
trend and execute the Place and Office of ſuch a Clerk; and that you will Clerks Prqs 
ruly record all Wills and Inventories as ſhall be exhibited into ſaid Court, bate. 
nd by ſaid Court be ordered to be recorded ; as alfo all Orders, Sentences 
nd Determinations of ſaid Court; and deliver true Copies when they ſhall 
ns, required of you, taking only your lawtul Fees therefor; and that you 
eteill perform and execute your office, and Duty therein, according to the 
est of your Skill, and the Laws of this State. So help you GOD. 
For Town-Clerks, v1z, 


OU A. B. being choſen and appointed to be Town-Clerk or Regiſter 


WS 


Wm | 


of nd execute the Place and Office of a Town-Clerk for the ſaid Town of H. 
cording to your beſt Skill; and make true Entries of all ſuch Grants, 
avWe<ds of Sale, or of Gift, Town Votes, Mortgages and Alienations or Diſ- 
vel Wlitions of Land as ſhall be compleated according to Law; and of all 
ing 'echs, Deaths and Marriages ; and of all other Writings and Agreements 
1" (hall be brought to you to record; and you will deliver true Copies of 
boſe Records in your Hands when they ſhall be required of you, taking only 
eit er lawful Fees, ne So help you GOD. 
60 | For Packers, viz. 

| OU A. B. being choſen and appointed to be Packer of Beef, Pork, and 

other Goods, for the Town of H. do ſwear, that you will well and truly 
ck all Beef, Pork and other Goods and Commodities when you ſhall be 
freto required; that you will pack no kind of Goods or Proviſions but packers: 
ch as are good, ſound, ſortable and merchantable, nor in any Caſk that 
not full Gage; and that you will ſet your own particular Mark upon all 
k packed by you; and all things proper to your Place and Office of 
ker you ſhall faithfully perform and diſcharge according to your beſt 
ll, Judgment and Conſcience. So help you GOD. 
r Fence Viewers, Leather- Sealers, Gagers, Sealers of Weights and Meaſures, 
Liſters, Tything-men, Surveyors of Hig h-ways, Surveyors and Packers of To- 
bacco, Haywards, Town-Treaſurers, Saciety-Treaſurers, Scavengers, Commiſſi- 
8 Sewers, Clerks of the Owners of Sheep, &c. mutatis mutandis. 

U ſwear that you will diligently and taithfully perform, diſcharge, 


ntm 

s Del 
CC 41 
j, and 
u G0 


once 
ruth, 


GO» 


ſuing 
the 


Pointed for the Year enſuing, and until another be choſen in your Place * &. 

lworn; and that in all the Particulars mentioned in the Laws whereto 

Office hath Relation, you wil! do therein impartially according to 

u, without Fear or Favour, | Soy belp you GOD. 
Aa Fer. 


{> 


of the Town of H. do {wear that you will truly and faithfully attend ClerksTown, 


and execute the Office ß within the Limits whereto you are Fence View- 


N. 
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For Altornies, viz. 
K 7 OU --------- ſwear you will do no Falſhood, nor conſent to any to h 
done in the Court; and if you know ot any to be done, you ſhall gy, 
Knowledge thereof to the Judges, or Juſtices of the Court, or fume of then, 
Attornies. that it may be reformed : You ſhall not wittingly or willingly promote, ſu 
or procure to be ſued any falſe and unlawful Suit, nor give Aid or Conſen 
to the ſame: You ſhall delay no Man for Lucre or Malice; but you half 
uſe yourſelf in the Office of an Attorney within the Court according to th 
| beſt of your Learning and Diſcretion, and with all good Fidelity, as wil 
| to the Court as to the Client, So help you GOD, 
| For the Auditors of the State's Accounts, viz. 
| OU A. B. and C. D. being by this Aſſembly appointed to audit th 
1 | public Accompts with the State Treaſurer, and likewiſe to receive d 
5 ſaid Treafurer what Money hath been brought into the State Treaſury by 
| 


"o 


F  Xy  * 
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i State Audi- Rates, Fines, Impoſts, or other Ways, and the fame to difpoſe of as thy 


| | tors. Aſſembly ſhall order, do ſwear by the Name of the Everliving God, th: 

1 you will in the whole of faid Affair, diligently, and faithfully attend fad; 

| l; Service; and that you will duly and faithfully diſpoſe of what Money you -- 
| | | ſhall receive, as aboveſaid, of the Treaſurer, according to the Order of thi "ft 
1 Aſſembly now given, or to be given you, rendering a true Account tothi he 
| * Aſſembly of your Doings, relating to the Premiſes. So help you GOD. 

14 For Society Clerks, viz. | 

4 OU A. B. being choſen and . Clerk of this Society, do ſwea 

. Y that you will truly and faithfully attend and execute the Place MIt 
l Society Office of a Society Clerk for the ſaid Society, according to your beſt Skil 

11 Clerks. And make true Entry of all ſuch Votes as fhall be made by ſaid Society all 
36 cording to Law; and deliver true Copies when they ſhall be required of joe c 
it taking only your juſt Fees, | So help you GOD. Wath 
1 For Appraiſers of Lands, viz. aki! 
| OU -------- being appointed to appraiſe ſuch Lands as are now to Mecu 
| preſented to you, Do ſwear, that all Partiality, Prejudice, and ole 


ſiniſter Reſpects laid aſide, you will appraiſe the ſaid Lands according 
the preſent true and juſt Value thereof to the Creditor, or Creditors who: 
to receive the fame; and that you will do therein according to your d 
Judgment, and Conſcience. Sao help you GOD. 
N For Appreiſers of deceaſed Perſons Eſtates, viz. | 
1 A. B. rus Do ſwear, that all Partiality, Prejudice, and ory 
ES il eſpects laid aſide, you will appraife all ſuch Eſtate, both rea! ah + 
Aae, E. perſonal, of the deceaſed C. D. as mall be offered unto you, according 
ſtates. the prefent true, and juſt Value thereof in Money, by your beſt Judge 
| and Conſcience, | So help you GOD. leaſh 


Appraiſers of reſc 
Land. 


in 


For Diſtributors of Eſtates, viz. | 
OV fwear that you will according to your beſt Judgment, and Dil 
tion, faithfully and equally divide the Eftate of A. B. according toi 
order of Court now given you. So help you GOD. 
| For the Jury to lay out, or alter Highways, viz. 

7 OU ſwear by the Name of the Everliving GOD, that you will la ſt 
f 4 the Way mentioned in the Precept by which you are now fummo" 
Jury High- according to the beſt of your Skill and Judgment; with moſt Convent 0 
2 to the Public, and leaſt Prejudice to any particular Perfon or Perſons; ..“ 
that you will make a juſt Eftimation of the Damages done to the Prop 
of any particular Pericn or Perſons by your laying ſaid Way, according vn: 

your beſt Judgment. ; % So help you GOD: 

For the Fury to-enquire into forceable Entry or Detainer, viz. 
OU ſwear by the Name of the Everliving GOD, that you will well 
we 8 truly enquire of the forceable Entry, or forceable Detainer nos i 
— Gordy plained of, and return a true Verdict thereof, according to your ow" 

f and the Evidence given you in Court. Sr-ͤc help you GOD 


Diſtributors, 


E K. ee 


Onions. 


| For County Surveyors, viz. | 1 
« 7 OU A. B. being appointed Surveyor of Lands in the County of H. do 
Y ſwear that you will faithfully attend to, and diſcharge your Office of 
Surveyor of Lands unto which you are appointed, without Favour or Re- 
ſpect of Perſons; taking only your juſt Fees, as by Law allowed. 
| | So help you GOD. 
For Chain-Men aſſiſting the County Surveyor, viz. 
OU A. B. and C. D. being deſired to aſſiſt T. C. Surveyor, in carrying 
the Chain, do ſwear by the Everliving God, that you will faithfully 
ilt the ſaid Surveyor in his Service: And that you will keep a true Ac- 
count of all Lines or Meaſures by you taken, and the ſame give up to ſaid 
Surveyor at his Deſire, according to your beſt Skill and Ability. 
Was So help you GOD. 
| For Commiſſioners on Inſolvent Eſtates, viz. 
OU ſwear that you will faithtully and impartially examine the ſeveral 
Accounts, and Claims of the Creditors of the Eſtate of the deceaſed 
{. B. repreſented inſolvent, as ſhall be preſented to you for that Purpoſe, 
with the Evidences relative thereto, and make a true Lift of what you find 
uſtly due to each of ſaid Creditors, and preſent the ſame to the Judge of 
he Court of Probate, according to Law. So help you GOD. 
xg Form of a Voire Dire Oath, viz. 
OU ſwear that you will well and truly anſwer to ſuch Interrogatories 
as ſhall be put to you by the Court, not immediately relating to the 
erits of the Cauſe now in Queſtion. So Belp you GOD, 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon ſhall 
e compelled, or obliged to take any Oath, bur ſuch as the General Court 
ath confidered, allowed, and required ; nor to uſe any other Ceremony in 
aking their Oaths reipeRively, than the holding up the Hand, as hath been 
Wccuſtomed, And when any Oath ſhall be adminiſtred to any of the Peo- 
Wc called Quakers, it ſhall be by way of Affirmation, in Manner and Form 
Wclcribed in the Law relative to Quakers, 


in Act for regulating the Market and aſcertaining the 
Weight of Bunches of Onions. 


FHERE ASV there are great Quantities of Onions raiſed in this State for 
Market, and it is become cuſtomary to make up the greateſt Part of them 
Ropes or Bunches ; and no Rule bath been fixed for the Number, Weight, or 
Weaſure contained in each Bunch; for want of which great Inequality and In- 
lice hath happened. | 
For Remedy whereof, 


DO aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Onions ſhall be 
cred to Sale, that are not good and merchantable, well cured and dry. 
or ſhall any Bunches of them be ſold, or offered to Sale, or put into Land 
Water Carriage, to be tranſported to Market, that are not fully cured, 
Il and firmly bunched, and of Four Pounds and a Half Weight at leaſt. 
d whoever ſhall ſell, or offer to Sale, or put into any Land or Water 
rage, in order to be tranſported to Market, any Bunch or Bunches of 
ons, that ſhall not be fully cured, dry, well and firmly bunched, and of 


tor Sale, as atoreſaid, that ſhall fall ſhort of Weight as aforeſaid, or the 
ue thereof, to be recovered to him who ſhall complain thereof, and 
dlecute the ſame to Effect. 
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YE it Enacted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 


Weight aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit each Bunch of Onions ſo offered or put 


Chain- men, 


Commiſſion- 
ers on inſol- 
vent Eſtates. 


Voire Dire; 


Noother oath 


Or ceremony 


required. 


Preamble; 


Onions to 
weigh 4+lb. 
per Bunch. 


Forfeiture, 
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Oppreſſion. Teide. 


this. the. 8 r 
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An A& for puniſhing and preventing Oppreſſion. 


HERE AS Oppreſſion is a miſchievous. Evil, to which Men are pron i 
their Trade and Dealings. Therefore, | 


E it enabled by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives in General Cour 

aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Perſon or Per. 
tons, tuch as Merchants, Shop-Keepers, Traders, Victuallers, or Handy: 
Crafts-Men; as Smiths, Shoe-Makers, Carpenters, Joiners, Taylors, Wes. 
vers; or other Trades-Men or Labourers whatſoever, ſhall oppreſs any 
Perſon or Perſons, by demanding or taking exceſſive Wages for Work 


or unreaſonable Prices for ſuch Wares, Merchandizes, or Commodities a 


ſhall paſs from Man to Man, he or they ſo offending ſhall torfeit and py 
to the party injured, a Penalty according to the Quality of the Offence, . 


the Court before whom the Conviction ſhall be made ſhall determine; nol! 


exceeding Three-fold the Damage ſuſtained by ſuch Oppreſſion. e 
And for a Mode of Trial and Proceeding therein, I 


Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when any Perſon t 
Perſons, ſhall make Complaint of Oppreſſion done by any other Perſon» 
Perſons, in any of the Matters aforeſaid ; the Authority to whom ſuc 
Complaint ſhall be made, ſhall appoint and call before him or them Twaf 
or Three indifferent, judicious Freeholders, of the ſame Town the Perſa 
is of, who is complained of; who ſhall be ſworn to give their JudgmenF,; 
and Opinion concerning the Price of ſuch Goods, Wares or Commodite 
ſold, or Labour done; and return the fame to ſaid Authority: Which - 
Judgment and Opinion ſhall be the Ground of legal Conviction. 

And where the Penalty doth not exceed the Sum triable by an Aſſiſt. 
or Juſtice of the Peace, ſuch Authority is hereby impowered to hear erf 
determine the ſame : But if the Penalty be above that Sum, the Perf 
offending ſhall be recognized to appear and anſwer ſuch Complaint at ti 
next County Court, which Court ſhall hear and determine the ſame. all 

And the Offender on Conviction, ſhall pay the Coſts of Proſecution, by; 


ſides the Penalty to be awarded, as aforeſaid. 


—— way — 


An Act againſt break ing the Peace. 


— 


E it enucted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General C 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whoſoever ſhall diltu: 
or break the Peace, by tumultuous, and offenſive Carriages, threatnini 
traducing, quarrelling, challenging, aſſaulting, beating, or ſtriking a 
other Perſon, ſuch Perſon. or Perſons fo offending, ſhall be l'able to pay 
the Party hurt or ſtricken, juſt Damages; and alſo ſhall pay ſuch Fine, 
on Conſideration of the Party ſmiting, or been ſmitten, and with what | 
ſtrument, Danger, more or leſs, Time, Place, and Provocation ſhall 
judged juſt and reaſonable, according to the Merit of the Offence, as" 
Judges ſha!l determine. : 
And if ſuch Offence be aggravated by ſome notorious and high-hand 
Violences, the Offender vr Offenders ſhall be bound over to the next C0." 
Court, to anſwer for ſuch Offence. | 
And <vbereas Indian, Negro and Molatto Servants and Slaves are very dh 
be Turbulent, and often to be quarrelling with white People, to the great Di 
bance of the Peace. | . | 
Be it therefore further eracitd by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Indi 
Negro or Molatto Servant or Slave, ſhall diſturb the Peace, as aforeſad i) th 
ſhall offer to ſtrike any white Perſon, and be thereof convicted, ſuch Sema 
or Slave ſhall be puniſhed by Whipping, at the Diſeretion of the 7 5 
| | ta 


by : 


4 CT AND LAW . 


— —_ — 


Peace. 


* 


ſiſtant or Juſtice that ſhall have Cognizance thereof z not exceeding thirty 
Stripes for one Offence, | | 
Ind that effectual Means may be uſed for the preſerving and promoting 

of the peaceable Behaviour and good Converſation of the People in this 

State, and for preventing and ſuppreſſing what is contrary thereto ; 

Be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Surety of the Peace 
or ggod Behaviour, as the Merit of the Calc ſhal: require, may, and ſhall Apaing 
de granted by any Aſſiſtant or Juſtjce of the Peace in this State, againſt all whom ſure- 
and every ſuch Perſon and Perſons as by threatning Words, turbulent Be- ties of the ; 

aviour, or actual Violence, or by ary other unlawful Action ſhall terrify or Pate ay * 
tiſquiet any of the good People of this State; and alſo againſt common „ 

Barrators, who frequently ſtir up and maintain Suits at Law in Courts, or 

Quarrels and Parties in the Country; as allo againſt ſuch as invent and ſow 

alſe Reports, whereby Diſcord ariſeth, or may ariſe among Neighbours ; 

ſo againſt ſuch as are of evil Name or Fame, generally, for maintaining or 

eſorting to Houſes ſuſpected to be Houſes of Bawdry and Incont:nency ; 

ſo againſt Night-walkers, that be of evil Name or Report generally; or 

ch as eve- drop Men's Houles, or caſt Men's Carts into Ponds ; or com- 

nit other ſuch like Miſdemeanors, Outrages or Diſorders in the Night © 
ſeaſon ; allo againſt idle Perſons, Drunkards, Libellers, and againſt ſuch 
xe Offenders. 

And if any ſuch _ or Perſons ſhall refuſe to give Security for the 
Peace, or good Behaviour, it ſhall be in the Power N any one Aſſiſtant or 
uſtice of the Peace, to commit ſuch Perſon or Perſons to the common mitted. 
z0al, there to remain till delivered according to Order of Law. 

Be it further enacted by th: Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon ſhall 

buſe any Magiſtrate, or Juſtice of the Peace, or reſiſt or abuſe any Sheriff, 

onſtable, or other Officer in the Execution of his Office, ſuch Perſon or Perſons for 
erſons ſhall find Sureties for the Peace and good Rehaviour until the next abuſing or _ 
Wounty Court in that County; or on Refuſal may be committed to the —_ 25 

o mmon Goal, there to remain until the next County Court; which Court ; 

jall take Cognizance of the Wrongs and Abuſes done to ſuch Officer or 

ficers, by ſuch Offender or Offenders ; and lay ſuch Penalty upon him or 

em (he or they being thereof legally convicted) as the Merit of the Of- 


nce ſhall deſerve, appearing by the Circumſtances of the ſame, not exceed- 
g Ten Pounds. | 


And for the drcBing and puniſhing of ſecret Aſau'lts : g 


Be it therefore enadted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon ſhall 
eak the Peace by ſecretly aſſaulting, beating, maiming, wounding or 
nWÞrting another, the Perſon ſo aſſaulted and injured, making Application How to pro- 
d Complaint to the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhewing him 3 — 5 
hat Hurt or Wounds he has received thereby; ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice 7 EE i 
ll forthwith grant out a Writ to the Sheriff of the County, or his Depu- by 
or Conſtable of the Town where ſuch Aſſault ſhall be made, command- 4 
them, or either of them, to arreſt and bring before him ſuch Perſon ſo if 
W-ulting, to anſwer ſuch Complaint ; who upon Oath being made againſt 1 
of ſuch Aſſault, and of the Wounds or Bruiſes thereby received by the jt 
ron aſſaulted and beaten, ſhall be bound in a ſufficient Bond with Sure- 4 
tor his Appearance at the next County Court in that County, to anſwer * 
tne Complaint aforeſaid: And in Caſe of Refuſal to become bound as 
relaid, ſuch Perſon complained of ſhall be committed to the common 


of the County, there to remain till the next Seſſions of the ſaid County 
ure, ET 


\ - 
4 1 9 1 * 1 1 — — 
A EI RE ERS > = 2 * — — * * 3 — — 2. — 


rr 
9 4 8 - 7 N * =— 2 


"”— 
— 


n, 9 


22 * — — 2 


— 


And if the Perſon ſo bound or committed, ſhall not on Trial of the Caſe ſa- 

the Court that he was at ſome other Place at the Time the ſaid A ſſault 

made, and was not the Pcrion who gave it, he ſhall be adjudged guilty ; 
| and 
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No perſon to 
trade as a 
pedlar, &c. 
on forfeiture 


of his goods. 


In what man- 
ner ſuch 
oods ſhall 


ſeized; 


ing to their true and juſt Value in Money; and faid Goods ſo appraiſe 


Pp roviſo. 


any Perſons carrying about and ſelling Deers Skins, Beaver Furrs, and Wl 


Penalty for 
perjury 2ol. 


formed. 


and ſhall be ſentenced to pay the Perſon aſſaulted and injured, all ſuch Da 
mages as he ſhall have ſuſtained by ſuch Aſſault and Beating; or in Cafe ſz 
Damages'cannot then be computed, the Offender ſhall give Bond with ſug. 
cient Surety or Sureties to pay all ſuch Damages as ſhall be afterwary 
awarded by ſaid Court at ſome other Seſſions to which the Cafe ſhall be 
continued; together with Coſts of Proſecution : And alſo to pay the Teer. 
ſurer of the County fuch Fine as the ſaid Court ſhall order; not exceMing 
the Sum of Twenty Pounds, and ſtand committed till ſuch Sentence is per. 


—— 8 1 
— 


An Act to ſuppreſs Pedlars, Hawkers and Petty-Chap. 
5 Gia, men. 

E it enadted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Cour 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Perſon ſhall 
trade, deal and traffick in this State, as a Pedlar, Hawker or Petty-Chap- 
man, upon the Penalty cf forfeiting all Goods, Wares and Merchandize 
ſo by him carried about and offered to ſale; one Half to him who ſhall in. 
form and proſecute to Effect, the other Half to the State Treaſury. | 
Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all ſuch Goods or Mer: 
chandize offered to Sale, as aforeſaid, may and ſhall be ſeized by any.Perlon 
to whom the ſame are fo offered, or by any other Perſon or Perſons within this 
State. And ſuch Goods and Merchandize ſo ſeized, ſhall forthwith be de. 
livered to the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, and an Inventory there 
of ſhall be taken by ſuch Afiftaot or Juſtice, who ſhall cauſe the ſame u 
be appraiſed by two indifferent judicious Freeholders under Oath, accord 


ſhall remain in the Hands of the faid Aſſiſtant or Juſtice until final Judg 
ment be had thereon. And the Perſon or Perſons ſeizing as aforefaid, ſhi 
make Information againſt ſaid Goods ſeized as aforeſaid, to an Aſſiſt ant 0 
Juſtice of the Peace in the Town where ſaid Seizure is made, in Caſe thi 
Value does not exceed Forty Shillings ; but if it exceed that Sum, then to ti 
next County Court in the County where the Seizure is made: And fat 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, or County Court where ſuch Informatiol 
is filed, ſhall proceed to hear, try and determine ſaid Cauſe, and are hered 
empowered to decree ſaid Goods forfeit as aforeſaid, and order the ſamet 
be ſold at Public Vendue, and the Avails thereof paid in Manner aforeſaid 
And the State's Attornies in the ſeveral Counties, and all other informin 
Officers are hereby directed to make Proſecution of this Act. 

Always provided, That nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued to hin 


other the Produce and Manufactures of this and the Reſt of the Unit 
States. 


b - RR 
An Act for the — Af-Phckirs: 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General C 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Perſon or Per 

ſons, either by the Subornation, unlawful Procurement, Reward, ſiniſe 
Perſuaſion, or Means of any other, or by their own Act, Conſent, or Age 
ment, ſhall wilfully and corruptly commit any Manner of wilful PcrJv! 
by his or their Depoſition in any Court of Record, or upon Exam 
tion, that then, every Perſon and Perſons ſo offending and being then 
duly convicted or attainted by Law, ſhall, for his or their Offence, lol? 


. . | . 0 
forfeit Twenty Pounds, the one Moiety thereof unto the public Lees 


A N D 


\ 


. 


Petitions. 


8 


Jof chis State, and the other Moiety to ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall be 
prieved, hindred or moleſted by Reaſon of any ſuch Offence, that ſhall ſue 
or the ſame by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, Information, or otherwiſe in 
any Court of Record; in the which, no Wager of Law, Eſſoin, Protection, 
xr Injunction to be allowed. And alſo to have Impriſonment by the Space 
of fix Months without Bail or Mainprize. | 
And the Oath of ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſo offending not to be received 
in any Court of Record, until ſuch Time as the Judgment given againſt the 
aid Perſon or Perſons ſhall be reverſed by Attaint or otherwiſe, 

And upon every ſuch Reverſal, the Party aggrieved to recover his or 
heir Damages againſt all and every ſuch Perſon and Perſons as did procure 
he ſaid Judgment ſo reverſed, to be given againſt them, or any of them, by 
Action or Actions upon his or their Caſe or Caſes, according to the Courſe 
pf the Common Law. | 

And it it happen the ſaid Offender or Offenders fo offending, have not any 
oods or Chattles to the Value of Twenty Pounds, that then he or the 
hall be ſet in the Pillory by the Space of one whole Hour, in ſome County 
Town where the Offence was committed, or next adjoining to the Place 
here the Offence was committed; and to have both his Ears nailed : And 
rem thenceforth to be diſcredited and diſabled forever, to be ſworn in any 
ourt of Record, until ſuch Time as the Judgment ſhall be reverſed, 


rocure any Witneſs or Witneſſes by Letters, Rewards, Promiſes, or by any 
ther ſiniſter and unlawful Labour or Means whatſoever, to commit any 
ful or corrupt Perjury in any Matter or Cauſe whatſoever, depending, or 
at ſhall be depending in Suit and Variance, by any Writ, Action, Bill, 
omplaint or Information in any Court of Record; every ſuch Offender 
ing thereof duly convicted or attainted by Law, ſhall, for his or their 
licence be praceeded againſt, and ſuffer the like Pains, Penalties, Forfei- 
res and Diſability in all Reſpects as above-mentioned, 


— A _— 


* 


e IN . 8 | 
In Act concerning Petitions, and Prayers, or Memo- 


d {a rials to the General Aſſembly. 


JL it Enafed by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
0 aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Petition, Prayer, 
Memorial made or preferred by any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever to the 
encral Aſſembly, ſhall be heard or conſidered by ſaid Aſſembly, where 
other Perſon or Perſons is, or are concerned' in the Eſtate, Matter, 
hing or Things in Controverſy, and have Right to be heard in the ſame, 
leſs he or they ſo concerned have been ſummoned or notified thereof, at 
alt twelve Days before the firſt Tueſday which ſhall be next after the open- 
g of the ſaid Aſſembly ; and alſo have an atteſted Copy of ſuch Petition, 
ayer, or Memorial given or offered to him or them, or left at the Place 
his or their uſual Abode, at leaſt twelve Days before ſuch Tueſday. 
And that all Summonſes for the adverſe Party to appear and anſwer to 
© {1d Petitions, Prayers, or Memorials ſhall be for their Appearance on 
e ſaid Tueſday. 
And that if any Perſon or Perſons preferring ſuch Petition, Prayer, or 
emorial in controverſial Matters ſhall not appear on Wedneſday next after 
laid Tueſday to proſecute the ſame, it ſhall abate, 
And if vpon Trial of the Caſe in any Petition contained, it doth appear 
either the Petitioner or Petitioners, or the Perſon or Perſons ſummoned 
anſwer do, or have given the other Party unjuſt Trouble, the Party or 
of waged ſhall be allowed his or their juſt Coſt and Damages, as in 
r Caſes, P20 bas NE Ora agg | 
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And all and every Perſon or Perſons who ſhall unlawfully and corruptly : 
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lowed. 


Proviſo. 


trary before in this Act notwichſtanding. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Petition thi 
be preferred to the General Aſſembly, but in ſuch Caſe or Caſes where # 
other Court is by Law competent to grant Relief. ; 

And it is further enafted and provided by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
Petition ſhall be preferred to the General Aſſembly in any Caſe whatews 
wherein the Value of the Debt, Damage, or other Matter or Thing abe 
which the Controverſy did ariſe, does not exceed the Sum of ſeven Pam 


And that no original Suit for Relief in Equity ſhall be preferred to ſaid A 


ſembly, unleſs the Value of the Matter or Things in Demand exceeds aj 
Sum of fixteen hundred Pounds; all Suits of that Kind of Matters of leſs h 
lue, being by Law made triable before the County or Superior Courts, 
And it is further enacted, That all Memorials wherein no Perſon or Pat 
is ſo concerned or intereſted as that he need be cited, ſhall be lodged in 
Secretary's Office on or before the eighth Day of the Seſſions of that Aﬀend 
bly to which they are preferred, otherwiſe they ſhall not be heard. 


An Act for ordering and regulating Pleas and Pleadinp 


FO R preventing unneceſſary Charge and Delays in the ſeveral Courts of 
mon Pleas in this State; and fer the more regular Proceeding in Trials therein. 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Can 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Pleas made 
Abatement of Writs or Proceſſes in any of the County Courts in this Stat 
ſhall be made, heard and determined; and the Iſſue in every Caſe join 
and an Entry thereof made before the Jury is impannelled. | 
And upon every Appeal from a Determination of Pieas made in Abat 
ment of the Writ or Proceſs, the Cauſe ſhall be referred with the Appt 
to the next Superior Court, where the Plea in Abatement ſhall be figal 
iſſued; and if the Caſe proceed, the Iſſue ſhall there be joined, unleß 


the Courſe of the Pleadings there ſhall be a Demurer in Law, only. 


And in Caſe any Defendant will not make his Plea or join Iſſue, Jul 
ment ſhall be given againſt him upon a nihil dicit. 1 
That the gencrel Ifſue of, Not Guilty, nil debet, no Wrong or Diſſal 


or any other general Plea proper to the Action, whereby the whole Ded 


ration is put upon Proof, according to the Nature of the Caſe, may be 
by the Defendant; under which general Plea the Defendant ſhall have 


' berty upon Trial of the Caſe on ſuch general Iſſue to give his Title in 


dence, or any other Matter in his Defence or Juſtification as the Natuft 
the Action may be; excepting only a Diſcharge from the Plaintiff, 06 
Accord, or ſome other ſpecial Matter, whereby the Defendant by the! 
of the Plaintiff is ſaved or acquitted from the Plaintiff's Demand in the] 
claration. | | | 
And whenſoever any Party ſhall ſuppoſe he has miſſed his Plea, wht 
the General Iſſue or Special Plea, which would have ſaved him in hls} 
Cauſe, he ſhall have Liberty to alter his Plea; and the oppoſite Party 
have a reaſonable Time aſſigned him for making Anſwer thereunto: 4 
if the new Plea be found inſufficient for the juſtifying him that made i 
ſonable Satisfaction ſhall be awarded by the Court before which the T's 
to the other: Party for the greater Delay which is made thereby; accoq 
to the Intereſt of Money, Rent of Land, or Improvement of any $ 
Thing recovered by the Suit. Pop | 
Provided nevertheleſs, That no Defendant ſhall in the Trial of any © 
be admitted to demur to the Declaration after he hath pleaded to Iſſut, 
a Judgment thereon hath been given by any Court; any Thing to Lied 


tet es. 
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Au Act for maintaining and fupporting the Poor. 
BY it enacted by the Governor, Countil, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That each Town in this State 
ſhall take care of, ſupport and maintain their own Poor. 
And the Select · men for the Time being, or Overſeers of the Pobt, (Where 
any ſuch are choſen) ſhall have full Power to expend or diſburſe out of the 
Town Stock of Treaſury, what they ſhall judge meet and neteſſary from 
ime to Time, for the Relief, Supply and Support of any of the Poor be- 
lotiging to their Town, fo fat as to the amount of Five Pounds: And if 
wore be needfol, the ſaid Select - men or Overſeers, or the major Part of them 
ball, with the Advice of the Authority. of that Town, (if any there be) 
pend arid diſburſe what ſhall be by them judged needful for the Relief 
of the Poor, as aforeſaid, 1 3 
And in caſe there be none of the Civil Authority in any Town, the Select- 
wen, or Overſeers aforeſaid, of ſuch Town, may act as fully as it chey had 
och Advice in the Caſe aforeſaid, for the relief of the Poor, and for the 
lopplying them, or any of them with Victuals, Cloathing, Firewood, or any 
ther Thing neceſſary for their Support or Subſiſtence. 1 
And if any Select- man or Overſeer of the Poor, do neglect or refuſe to 
ve a juſt Account upon Oath of what he hath expended as aforeſaid, and 
ff what of the Town's Stock or Money is in his Cuſtody, upon ten Days 
Warning, before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, when called to it by 
te Town, and return what is not expended, to and for the Ule aforeſaid, to 
tie Town; he or they ſhall be committed by an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the 
ace, to the Gaol, there to remain at his or their own Charge and Coſt; 
til he or they ſhall give ſuch Account, and make Return as aforeſaid. 


Supplies from any Town, ſhall ſuffer their Children to hve idly, or 
ulpend rheir Time in Loitering, and negleft to bring them up or employ 
dem in ſome honeſt, Calling, which may be profitable to themſelves and 
e Public ; or if there ſhall be at any Time any Fam'ly that cannot; or 
bot provide competently for their Children, whereby they ate expoſed 


& Care of them, it ſhall and may be lawful for the Sclæct- men or Over 
Fr of the Poor in each Town, and they are hereby impower:d and dire&s 
g with the afſent of the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, to bind out 
F and every ſuch poor Child or Children belonging to ſuch Town, to be 
Pprentices or Servants, where they ſhall ſee convenient; a male Child till 
comes to the Age of twenty-one Years, and a Femalk till ſhe comes to 
e Age of Eighteen; which Binding ſhall be as effectual to all Intents and 


Wpoſes as if any ſuch Child were of full Age, and by Indenture of Cove- 
dt had bound him or herſelf. | MEND 2 Ns 
And that if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall come to live in any Town in this 
«=, and be there received and entertained by the Space of three Months, 
Cf by Sicknefs, Lameneſs, or the like, he or they come to want Relief, 
} fuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall be provided for by that Town wherein 
they were ſo long entertained, at ſaid Town's own proper Coft and 
Fuge; unleſs fuch Perfon or Perfons by Law are to be provided for by 
particular Inhabitant of ſuch Town; or, unleſs ſuch Perſon of Perſons 
ng Relief, have within the ſaid three Months, been warned as the Law 
XS, to depart and leave the Place: And if ſach Warning be given, and 
"Mk be certified to the next Superior Court to be held in the fame 
wy, the faid Court ſhall and may otherwiſe order the defraying the 
CS arifing about ſuch indigent Perſon or Perſons. . 


Bb An 


"Thar if any poor Perſon or Perſons who have had, or ſhall have Relief 


Want or Extremity z or if there be any poor Children in any ſuch Town 
kt live idly, or are expoſed to Want an Diftreſs, and there are none to 


| | | 22 
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An Act for providing and maintaining Pounds, and { 
regulating the impounding Creatures, and for py 
venting Reſcues and Pound Breach. 


BE it enatied by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General C 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That there ſhall be made, x 
from Time to Time kept and maintained, in every Town within this Sta 
at the Charge and Coſt of ſuch Town, a ſufficient Pound or Pounds for 
impounding and reſtraining therein, all ſuch Horſes, Cattle, Swine and 
ther Creatures as ſhall be found Damage-fcaſant ; or ſhall be by Law lag 
to be impounded. | He We ch * 
And the Sclect-men in each Town ſhall, from Time to Time, as Net 
ſhall require, erect and maintain a ſufficient Pound or Pounds, as the Tomy 
have agreed or ſhall agree, at the proper Charge and Coſt of faid Towns,” 
And that if any Town te at any Time hereafter, without a ſuffice 
Pound fot the Purpoſe aforeſaid, the Select- men of ſuch Town ſhall ford 
the Sum of Ten Shillings per Month, for every Month ſuch Town is ung 
vided with a ſufficient Pound or Pounds ſo agreed on by fuch Towng 
Towns; one Half to him or them that ſhall proſecute the ſame to Ef 
and the other Half to the County Treaſury : Any one Aſſiſtant or Juli 
of the Peace to hear and determine the farne. | 
Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Town hath granted, or ſhall arantl 
any particular Pariſh, Hamlet, Vicinity or part of any Town, Libeny{ 
their own Coſt and Charge to erect a Pound or Pounds for their own Ca 
veniency (which Grant ſuch Towns are hereby impowered to make) tl 
faid Pound or Pounds ſhall be maintained by the ſaid Pariſh, Hamlet, V 
cinity or part of any Town; and the Select men ſhall not ſuffer or be 
niſhable for any Defects therein, ey Ke "2 
Be it further tnafied by the Authority aforeſaid, That any Per ſon impould 
ing any Horſes, Cattle, Swine or other Creatures, ſhall give Notice theꝶ 
to the Owner of ſuch Creatures, as ſoon as may be, if the Ownet be Knomt 
on Pain cf forfeiting the ſame Penalties as ate hereafter in this Act expi 
ſed for ſuch Perſons as having Notice of their Creatures being impound 
ſhall negle& to redeem them out of Pound. * 
- That if any Horſes, Cattle, Swine or other Creatures ſhall be taken Dil 
age-teaſant and impounded, and the Owner thereof is not known, 
Impounder ſhall forthwith inform one of the Conſtables of the Town therdl 
who ſhall cry ſuch Creatures, with their natural and artificial Marks, 
poſting up the ſame in the Town where they ate impounded and inf 
two next neighbouring Towns, from whence it may be moſt likely Wh 
Creatures canie,' . pom W 
And if no Owner doth appear (in the Caſe of Sheep and Swine that 
impounded) in eight Days after ſuch Creatufes are cried and poſted as 4 
ſaid, and in the Caſe of Horſes and Cattle, in twenty Days after cried i 
Polted as aforeſaid ; then ſo many of the ſaid Creatures ſhall by the! 


. Conſtable be ſold at an Out- cry, as may be ſufficient to ſatisfy the Daw 
and Poundage, and for Meat and Water, with the Charges ariſing for | 


ing and ſelling the ſame. | NY LESS 
And the Marks natural and, attificial of the Creatüres ſo ſold, ſhall} 


. 


enteted in the Town Clerk's Office, together, with an Account of the Chi 


Marks to be 


entered, &c. 


Proviſo. | 


ariſen and the Price of the Creatures, and the Sum of the Ovetplus remain 
(if any be) after the Ton Clerk is ſatisfied for Entry; and ſuch Overfy 
ſhall be delivered to the Town Treaſarer to be kept for the Owner: BY 
no Owner appeat within one Year, ſuch Ovetplus ſhall: belong to) 
I. CST. RETRTICGCTD e e 4 

Provided nevertheleſs, That the Fence about the Incloſure out of wh 
Hogs & Cade are impnuoded, muff be found ſufficient by two 1 

gg 1 Fen: 
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Pounds. 


Fence- Viewers before any Sale ſhall be made as aforeſaid. And if the Ow- 
der or Owners of ſuch Horſes or Cattle ſhall come within ſaid twenty 
Days, he or they ſhall receive ſuch Horſe Kind or Cattle, paying for 
iewing ſaid Fence, and other Damage and Coſt, which by this Act ſhall be 
Jue as aforeſaid. 5 

Be it further enafled by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon or 
Perſons, whoſe Creature or Creatures ſhall be impounded, and he or they 
notified thereof, as aforeſaid, ſhall not within twenty-four Hours after ſuch 
Notice to him or them given, either replevy or redeem his or their ſaid 
reature or Creatures out of the Pound, every ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall 
befeit one Shilling per Head for every Beaſt ſo by him ot them ſuffered to 
ontinue in Pound; and fo the fame Sum a Day for every Day after the 
rſt Day that he or they ſhall ſuffer ſaid Creatures to continue in Pound, 


beſides all neceſſary Charges the Pound-keeper ſhall be at in providing and 


zving Meat and Water to ſuch Creatures fo continued in Pound. 

All of which Forfeitures as ſhall become due for Breach of this Order, 
hall belong one half to the Pound-keeper, and the other half ro the Town- 
Treaſury ; (juſt Damages and Poundage being firſt paid; which ſhall be 
lone before ſaid Creatures are releaſed out of Pound): Any one Aſſiſtant, 
r Juſtice of the Peace, to hear and determine the ſame; and on Conviction 
f the Offender, to grant a Warrant for levying the ſame, with Coſt, out of 
i Eſtates of the Perſons convicted, as aforeſaid. 3 | 8 

Be it furtber enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Horſe- kind which 
Ring ſuffered to go at Large on the Commons, do break into any Common 

eld or particular Incloſure, and are there found Damage-feaſant, and from 
hence impounded ,z the Owner thereof, if known, ſhall pay for the Poun- 
bee Four-pence per Head, and Damages, notwithſtanding the inſufficiency 

che Fence. And incaſe the Owner of ſuch Horſe or Horſe-kind, cannot be 
nown within the ſpace of twenty-four Hours after the Impounding the ſame, 
bey ſnall be accounted Strays, and be liable to be proceeded with as ſuch. 

{That upon the Replevin of any ſuch Horſe or Horſe-kind, or other Diſ- 

te in the Law arifing on any ſuch Matter, when the Impounder has under 

_ath declared the Place from whence he took faid Horſe or Horſe-kind, 

kt unleſs the Owner of ſuch Horſe or Horſe-kind can ſhew to the ſatis- 

Kion.of.the Court or Juſtice, before whom. the Trial is, that the ſaid 

le or Horſe- kind were not ſuffered to go at Large on the Commons, 

did enter into the ſaid Field or Incloſure, through the inſufficiency of 

Fe other part of the Fence not adjoining to the Commons, Judgment ſhall 

rendered againſt the Owner of ſuch Horſe or Horſe- kind, to pay juſt 

Wages, together with Coſts, _ C 

be if further Enatied, That the Fee to be paid by the Owner or Owners 

ll ſuch Horſes, Cattle, Sheep and Swine as ſhall be taken Damage fea- 

Bard impounded, (whereof Three-quarters ſhall be to the Driver or 

Pounder, and One- quarter to the Keeper of the Key) ſhall be as follow- 

iz. F or all Horſes, Horſe-kind and Neat Cattle, Eight- pencè per Head: 
Fall Sheep, One: penny per Head: For all Swine, Eigbi pence per Head; 
pt where the Law provides otherwiſe. | 3 | 
ad that if any Creatures lawfully impounded, ſhall eſcape and get out 


ond, the Owner thereof being known, ſhall pay all juſt Damages and 


Wave notwithſtanding : Which ſhall be as recoverable by Action of 
s any other Debt whatſoever, | | 

Nice, The Perſon: or Perſons impounding ſuch Creatures, ſhall give 

that he or they took ſuch Creatures Damage-feaſanr. | 

Abe it further enacted ty the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon or 
8 ſhall reſcue any Horſes, Cattle, Sheep, Swine or other Creatures 
Mas aforeſaid, out of the Hand or Cuſtody of any Perſon or Perſons 
$0 Pound with them, or ſhall reſiſt them therein, or ſhall by any 
PP 
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Means convey ſuch Creatures out of the Pound, or Cuſtody of the L 
whereby the Party wronged may be liable to loſe his Poundage and D. 
mages; and the Law to be eluded, the Party ſo offending ſhall for ſvg 
Reſcues, forfeit and pay the Sum of Twenty Shillings ; and for ſuch Pour 
Breach, the Sum of Forty Sbillings : Three Quarters of which ſhall be fy 
the Uſe of the Town Treaſury ot that Town wherein the Offence ſhall h 
committed, and one Quarter thereof to him who ſhall proſecute the ſamey 
Effect; and alſo ſhall pay all Damages to the Party wronged by fg 
Moen; or. FRundg » Wee, ER 
And if either of ſaid Offences be done by any Perſon or Perſons not q 
Ability to anſwer and pay the Damage and Forfeiture aforeſaid, ſuch Perſa 
or Perſons being convict as aforeſaid, ſhall by Warrant from the Author 
before whom the Conviction is had, be whipped not exceeding fifteen Stripn 
for meer Reſcue or Pound Breach, and ſhe ll be aſſigned in Service to the 
Party wronged, to make Satisfaction for the Damages he ſhall have ſuſtainet 


And if it appear that there was any Procurement of the Owner or Ownei 
of the Creatures, or that they were Abetters; or if it be done by their &. 
vants or Children, the ſaid Owner or Owners ſhall pay all Damage au 
Forfeitures, as if he or they had perſonally done the ſame. = 

* Always provided, That all Complaints for Breach of this Act, ſhall be pr 
ſecuted within nine Months after the Offence is committed, and not after, 


— — 
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An Act concerning Prohibitions. 


DE it enacted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Cu 
— aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when any Perſon or Fe 
fons ſhall make Suggeſtion to the Superior Court in this State, or in f 
Vacation to the Chief Judge, or to any two of the Affiſting Judges of ia 
Court, that any other Coust held in this State do exceed their Juriſdichat 
or do hold Plea of any Matter, Cauſe or Thing, whereof by Law fach Cou 
hath not Cognizance or Juriſdiction, whereby the Perſon or Perſons lu 
geſting are grieved, then, and in every ſuch Caſe the ſaid r Coun 
-hief Judge, and two Aſſiſting Judges to whom ſuch Suggeſtion is mad 
Mall be, and they are hereby impowered to grant a Writ of Prohibit 
ſubſcribed by the Chief Judge, or by two Aſſiſting Judges of ſaid Court, a 
ſealed with the Seal of the faid Court, directed as well to the Party proted 
ting in, as to the Judge of ſuch Court that hath taken or doth take Cog 
rance of any ſuch Cauſe, Matter or Thing whereof they have no Right! 
old Plea, as aforeſaid, prohibiting them from proceeding any farther. 
And the faid Superior Court is hereby further impowered to proce 
from Time to Time thereon, and to render Judgment in every ſuch C 
according to the Courſe of the common or ſtatute Law, as the Nature 
the Caſe may require, and award Coſts as in other Cafes, and grant Ex 
tion accordingly. @' | 


An F 
kers. | 


TH EREAS the People common y called Quakers, decline and refuſe to tat 


Oath in the uſual Form, by Reaſon of Scruples of Conſcience. 
| Wherefore, in Eafement thereto : 


> Act relative to the People commonly called Q 


BE it enaFed by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General 5 
afſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That every Quaker 85 
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this State, who ſhall be required upon any lawful Occaſion to rake the 
Witneſſes Oath, ſhall inſtead of the uſual Form, be permitted to make his 
or her ſolemn Affirmation; and the ſame ſhall Ee adminiſtred to him or 
er in the Words following, viz. 


/ CU A.B. d ſolemaly and ſincerely affirm and declare, that the Evidence you 
ſhall give to this Court concerning the Caſe now in Queſtion, ſhall be the 
Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth ;, upon the Pains and Penal- 
ies of Perjury. | 3 „ 
And that in every other Caſe, where an Oath by Law is enjoined, the 
me ſhall and may be adminiſtred to them in the uſual Form in ſuch Caſe 
by Law preſcribed, excepting inſtead of che Words, ſwear by the Name of 
te everliving God,” theſe Words, viz. © ſolemnly, ſincerely and iruly affirm and 
leclare, ſhall be made Uſe of in the Room thereof; and omitting the uſual 
loſe of theſe Words in the Form, viz. © So help you Goa,” 
And all Perſons authorized and required by Law to adminiſter any Oath, 
re hereby authorized and directed to adminiſter and tender the ſame, ben 
hereto by Law required, to the People called Quakers; in the Form in this 
\& preſcribed, ee ee e 
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the aforeſaid ſo- 
mn Affirmation or Declaration, when made as aforeſaid, mall be adjudg- 
d and taken to be of the ſame Force and Effect, to all Intents and Purpo- 
in all Courts of Juſtice and other Places, where by Law an Oath 1s re- 
vired, wichin this State, as if ſuch Quaker had taken ar. Oath in the uſual 
Tm. CCC . 
And if any Quaker making ſuch ſolemn Affirmation or Declaration, ſhall 
lawfully convicted of having wilfully, falſly, and corruptly affirmed or 
cclared any Matter or Thing, which it che ſame had been in the uſual 
orm, would have amounted to wilful and corrupt Perjury; every ſuch 
ker ſo offending, ſhall incur the ſame Penalties and Forfeitures as by 
e Laws of this State are enacted againſt wilful and corrupt Pecyury. 


—_ 
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E it enadted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
itid , aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Man : ſhall 
ceably,-and without Conſent raviſh any Maid or Woman, by committing 
nal Copulation with her againſt her Conſent, he ſhall be put to Death. 
Provided, Complaint and Proſecution be made forthwith upon the Rape. 


An Act for collecting and paying Rates or Taxes. 
it enafed by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
= ſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That every Inhabitant in this 
te, ſhall (unleſs by Law in any Caſe exempted) contribute to public C har- 
, both civil and eccleſiaſtical, whereof he doth or may receive Benefit; 
. and ſhall be compelled thereunto, if need be, by Aſſeſſment and Diſ- 
To be levied and collected as is or ſhall be by Law provided. 
And all Rates and Taxes that ſhall be granted by the General Court; 
all other Rates or Taxes of Counties, Towns, Societies; or any Com- 
nity by Law enabled to grant and levy Taxes, ſhall be made by the 
de Rule; Trar 13 To SAY, according, and in Proportion to the gene- 
Liſt of Polls and rateable Eſtate, from Time to Time given in, and 


4x Taxes or Aſſeſſments, is by Law provided In any particular Caſe 
_ 3 Thar 


de according to Law, except where another Rule of granting and levy- 
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State treaſu- That whenſoever the General Aſſembly doth grant any Rate or Tu 
rer to ſend to be levied upon the Inhabitants of this State, the Treaſurer of this Stat 
3 for the Time being, is hereby impowered, required and directed (without ai 
* further Notice to him given) to ſend forth his Writs or Warrants in dit 
Directed to Form, at leaſt three Months before the Time limited for the Paymeat thereſ 
on conſtz= into the public Treaſury, directed to the ſeveral Conſtables, ColleQors d 
* ſuch Taxes within this State, them commanding, without fail, to coll 
and pay the ſame into the public Treaſury, by the Time fixed for that Pur 
poſe ; and in Caſe no particular Time is ſpecially fixed in the Grant of an 
Tax, as aforeſaid, for the Payment thereof into the public Treaſury, the 
ſame ſhall be collected and paid in before the laſt Day of Auguſt, which ſhi 
be in each Year reſpectively. = 4 
RE Provided nevertheleſs, That the ſaid Collectors ſhall not proceed to ley 
* or diſtrain for ſaid Rates, or any Part thereof, till within two Months befor 
the Day in which the ſame is made payable into ſaid Treaſury. 
' And it is further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any ſuch Cd, 
Collectors lector ſhall neglect ſo to collect and pay ſuch Rate or Tax, and his Account 
3 thereof with the Treaſurer to ſettle and adjuſt, by the reſpective Days g 


Treaſurer to 
ſend out a 
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Times to chat End limited, the ſaid Treaſurer ſhall, and he is hereby diredtd 
and required, within thirty Days next after ſuch limited Time, to iſſue ford 
a Diſtreſs, directed to the Sheriff of the County wherein ſuch Colle 
dwells, him in the Name of this State commanding, of the Goods or Eſt 
of ſuch negligent Collector the full Amount of ſuch Rate or Tax, or ſud 
part thereof as ſhall then remain unpaid, to levy and pay to ſaid State Tre 
ſury; which Writ ſhall be made returnable to {aid Treaſurer within fi 
Days from the Date thereof: And it ſhall be the Duty of ſuch Sheriff ſoy 
return the ſame accordingly ; duly certifying and ſetting forth his Doin 
touching ſuch Collections thereon, or a Non eſt inven;us, as the Caſe mi 
require. And every Sheriff to whom ſuch Diſtreſs or Warrant ſhalli 
directed, is hereby impowered and commanded to ſerve the ſame, in 
throughout all the Counties and Towns in this State, agreeable to the i 
rections therein given. | i 

And it is furtber enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in Caſe of a Retul 
of Non eſt inventus, as aforeſaid, and the Money thereby to have been leut 
or any Part thereof, ſhall till remain unpaid into the Treaſury, in ſuch Ct 
the Treaſurer ſhall forthwith iſſue a Diſtteſs directed to the Sheriff as afdl 
ſaid, him requiring, ſuch remaining Sum or Sums, with all Officers Ml 
and Charges before ſuch Time ariſen, and to ariſe, of the Goods or Eli 
of the Sele&-men (or of any or either of them) of the Town to which id 
negligent Collector doth belong, co levy and pay into ſaid Treaſury ; wi 
{aid Writ ſhall be made returnable within ſixty Days. 


And it is further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if ſaid TreaW 
ſhall neglect to ſend forth his Writ or Warrant to, or his Diſtreſs againſt 
Collector neglecting to collect and pay as aforeſaid z or on return of NM 
inventus, and the faid Rate or Tax remaining ſtill unpaid, ſhall neg 
forthwith to ſend: forth a Diſtreſs againft the Select- men of ſuch To 
where ſaid negligent Collector doth belong, as is above required; in e 
ſuch Caſe the ſaid Treaſurer ſhall forfeit and pay to, and for the uſe of 
State, the Sum of Twenty Pounds lawful Money ; and ſo Twenty Po 
more per Month, for every Month he ſhall fo negle& and fail to iſſue 
Warrants or Diſtreſſes as aforeſaid. | | 

And it is further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in Caſe the! 
Sheriff ſhall be guilty of any failure, breach or neglect of Duty in the! 
cution of his Office, in any of the Matters aforeſaid, he ſhall be fubj* 
and ſuffer the ſame Pains and Penalties, and be proceeded againſt in tek 
Manner as is provided in one certain Statute Law of this State, entitled 
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age? their Office.” | 

Duty of the State's Attorney in the County where the {aid Treaſurer dwells, 
ad he is hereby required, to enquire after any and every ſuch Neglect, 
ther of the ſaid Treaſurer or any of the Sheriffs, touching the Matters 
foreſaid; and He is hereby authorized, impowered and directed, in the Name 
ff this State, to ſue for and recover any Forfeitures and Damages that ſhall 
ccrue by Virtue of this Act, in any of the Superior or County Courts in 
ch County. And in cate any Forteitures ſhall be recovered by Virtue of 
his Act, the ſaid Attorney ſhall have to himicli, as a Reward for his Faith- 
ulacſs, after the Rate of 'T'wo and an Half per Cent. upon all ſuch Forfei- 
ures recovered as aforeſaid, and the Reſt and Reſidue thereof he is heteby 
xrdered to pay unto the ſaid Treaſurer, taking his Receipt for the ſame, 
nd lodging ſaid Receipt with the Secretary of chis State; and the Money 
drecovered and paid in as aforeſaid, thall become part of the public Stock, 
„the Hands of the Treaſurer, for which he ſhall be accountable. - 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when and ſo often 
$ it ſhall happen, that any Conſtable, Collector as aforeſaid, ſhall prove in-: 
olvent, or ſhall not be able to pay the State Tax, or any Part or Parcel 
hereof in his Hands, in ſuch Caſe the Treaſurer is impowered and ordered 
d iſſue his Warrant, directed to the Sheriff of the County where ſuch inſol- 
"nt or deficient Conſtable of. Collector dwells, requiring kim to levy and 
ollect of the Sclect- men, or any one of them, of that Town in which ſuch 
ſolvent Conſtable is choſen as aforefaid, ſuch Rate or Part or Parcel thereof 
$ ſhall then be in the Hands of ſuch inſolvent Conſtable z which Sheriff re- 
ing ſuch Writ, ſhall be, and he is hereby impowered and required to 
ve the ſame throughout this State as aforeſaid ; and alſo ſhall pay what he 
jall ſo levy of ſuch Sele&-men or Select. man, to the Treaſuter as aforeſaid. 
Add the Select- men aforefaid ſhall, and they are hereby impowered to 
my a Tax or Rate upon the Inhabitants of the ſaid Town of Towns, .ac2 
ding to the lift of Polls and rateable Eſtate thetein, that ſhall be ſuficient 
the payment of ſuch Rates ot Part thereof, as is recovered by faid State 
realurer of ſuch Sele&-men as aforeſaid, with the Charges ariſing thereon. 
nd the faid Select-· men ſhall be accountable for ſaid Tax levied as afore. 


appointed by ſaid Town or Towns for that Purpoſe, e. "xv 
And in order that any Town or Sele&-men, in Caſe of the failing Cir. 
Inſtances of their reſpective Collectors, may be enabled to avail themſelves 
any Part of the Rate-Bills in the Hands of ſuch Collectors or of cheir, 
lates, atid thereby prevent the Loſs they may be expoſed to: wy 
be it further enalted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when and ſo often as 
Colfector of the State Tax fhall neglect to make up and ſettle his Ac- 
ts with the Treaſurer, by the Time appointed by Law for ſettling the 
*, it fhall be lawful for the Select- men of ſuch Town for the Time be- 
to bring their Action againſt ſuch negligent Collector for the recovery 
ch Sum or Sums as ſhalt remain unpaid, and to attach and ſecure, the 
Mn and Eſtate of ſuch Collector, for the ſame; and the whole of the 
e which ſuch Collector ſhall be ſeized or poſſeſfed of at the Time of rhe 
men bringing their Action as aforeſaid, ſnall be ſubject to the Payment 
ad Rate or Tax, any Difpoſition of faid Collector or any Demand of any 
nee,, EEE F 
rewided alſo, That if any ſuch Colleckor ſhall deliver up his Rate Bill into 
Hands of the Select- men, they are hereby impowered to depute ſome 
$**r{on'to collect what remains uncollected thereon, and the fame ſhall 
Winted for in Fayour of ſaid Collect. 
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ointing of Sheriffs, and for impowtring and regulating them in_ibe 
And be it further enadted by the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be the 


d, to their Succeſſors in ſaid Office, or to ſuch Perſon or Perfons as mall. 
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Dollector be- Aud it is further nadtid by the Aut bority aforsſaid, That ben and fo of 
155 = by zz any Town ſhall have brought their Action againſt any Collector put 
uatrant may to this Act, che Treaſuter of this State may grant out his Warrant api 
Wee ont 4 che Select. men of chat Town for the non- payment of ſaid Tax or Tay 
Saint felt: in the ſame Manner as if a return of a Nen &f inventus had been thy 
3 againſt ſaid Colle&or. | | 
Be it farthir enafted by the Aurbority aforeſaid. That every Collector oft 
Sselleckers ts State Tax, who neglects to pay into the State Treafury fuch Tax by hin 
pay intereſt be collected within ſixty Days next after the ſame is made payable andy 
after rates Tuch negligent Collector hall pay lawtul Intereſt on what ſhall be wap 
we peyables of ſuch Rate or Tax, from ahd after the Expiration ot ſaid Days unt 
4 e the ſame; and ſaid Collector ſhall likewiſe be, and he is her 
efiabled to levy and collect ſaid Intereſt of the reſpective Perſons from whi 

the ſame is due, and who have neglected to pay faid Rate. Arid the Ti 

ſurer of this State is hereby authorized and directed to iſſue out Exeecut 

to levy and collect whatever Intereft ſhall become due for negle of | 

ment as above provided, in like Manner as he is for the Principal Sumd 

on Rates or Taxes. 1 | | 

And in Cafe ahy Collector ſhall prove Inſolvent, the Town appoi 

Poe rs-pay fuck Collector ma pay Intereſt on all ſuch Taxes in like Manner as abe 
ou provided ih regard to the Collector, and the ſame ſhall be levied and colle 


ed of the Select-men of faid Town, in the fame Manner as Taxes by Ly 
are to be collected of inſolvent Collectors; and ſaid Select-men ſhall ha 
the ſame Authority to levy and collect ſuch Intereſt, as they have to colt 
the Tax, in Caſe of inſolvent Colleftorss | * 
Se it furiber euabted by the Autbority aforeſaid, That when any Sberiff 
Sheriffs to TEceived Money for Rates, on Warrant from the Treaſurer of this Si 


pay intereſt àgainſt any Coſlector, of Sclect- men of any Town on the Infolvency oft 
after zo days, Collector of ſuch Town and ſhall neglect to pay the ſame within thirty Dy 
* 7775 after the receiving ſuch Money, ſuch Sheriff ſhall pay Intereſt on 
Money until he pay the ſame to ſaid Treaſurer. -— 
Be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſeveral Tom 
"PTY this State, ſhall! be chargeable and reſponſible for the full Amount df 


chargeable State Tax or Rate that may at any Time be granted by the General A fem 
with the in proportion to the Sum Total of the reſpective Kiſts of ſaid Towns 3 
whole tax; &c fame ſhall be annvaily made and returned according to Law. And! 
except, &. Treaſuter of this State ſhall make no Deduction from ſaid 4 mount, exe 
the wt, 7 that may be expreſly mentioned in the Grant itſelf of 

ax, nor Hall he accept or allow any Bills of Abatement for any Pan 

uch Rates, ſave only ſuch as are expreſly mentioned to be allowed, an 

certified conformable to the Directions given in the Law of this State, t 

tled, An A for the direction of Liſters in their Office and Duty,” | 

Aud be ir further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Select. n 

deu, the Arie of an Aaken of Fe ofthe Pre, ol hve Foun 

9 nt or Juſtice of the Peace, have Power, 

1 they are hereby impowered to abate the Rates of ſuch in their reſpeil 
erte em. Towns as are poor and unable to pay the ſame. And when any Pd 
— ſhall by any Collector of the State Tax, be committed to Gaol for the N 
pour priſon- Pa ment of fach Rate, and being ſo committed, ſhall have lawfully & 
ers oath, no- niſtred to him the Oath by Law provided for the Relief of poor Eriſom 
tifying, Kc. (which Oath he ſhall not be permitted to take, until one or more 
fo which caſe de lect-men of the Town where fuch Priſoner belongs, have had due! 
the town an- 8 Notice to be prefent and ſhew Reaſons (if any be) wif 


7 ath ſhould not be adminiſtred to him); the Town to which fuch 
_y Perfons, whoſe Rates are ſo abated, or who have taken the poor Prien 


ach. as aforefaid, do belong, ſhall be chargeable with the Sums * 
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ſuch Perſons were charged in ſaid Rates; and alfo with all the Caſt and 
Charges occaſioned by ſuch Commitment; and the SeleCt-men ſhall order 
the ſame to be paid to ſuch Collector out of the Treaſury of ſuch Town: 
And for Want of a Sufficiency in ſaid Town Treaſury to pay the ſame, the 
fd Select- men are hereby impowered to make and levy a Tax on the In- 
habitants of ſuch Town, ſufficient to raiſe ſuch Sums as ſhall be needful 
for that Purpoſe, together with the Charges of collecting the ſame. And 
in Caſe the ſaid Rates are not paid to ſaid Collector within thirty Days next 
after the Time limited for Payment of ſuch Rate to the State Treaſorer, 
ſuch Collector ſhall certify the ſame to ſaid Treaſurer, who ſhall thereupon 
fſue an Execution in due Form of Law, to levy the ſame out of the Money, 
oods or Eltace of fuch Select- men. 


Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That whenſoever any Towns, Ke. 
Town, Society, or other Community, which by Law are, or ſhall be enabled 
and authorized to grant and levy any Rate or Tax for the anſwering or de- 
raying their neceſſary Charges and Expence, ſhall in any of their lawful 
ectings, agree upon and grant a Rate or Tax to be levied on and collected 
ff themſelves, for any of the Purpoſes for which by Law they are or ſhall be | 
Impowered to grant ſuch Rate or Tax, they ſhall chooſe ſome meet Perſon or 454 appolil 
Perſons to be Collector or Collectors of ſuch Rate or Tax, and take proper collectofs, 

are that ſuch Rate be accordingly made for the juſt Aſſeſſments of the ſeve- &c. 
al Perſons taxcd, and deliver the fame to ſuch Collector or Collectors. 

And upon Application made to ſome Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace; | _ 
och Aſſiſtant or Juſtice is hereby authorized and directed to grant a War- Mtant © 
ant for the collecting ſuch Rate or Tax: Which Warrant ſhall be directed and by who 
o the Collector or Collectors appointed to collect the ſame ; requiring and 
mpowering him or them to gather and collect ſuch Rate or Tax according 
o the Grant thereof, made as aforeſaid. 


3 4 


And that all Collectors authorized and impowered to gather and collect 
/ Rates or Taxes whatſoever, duly laid and aſſeſſed on any of the Inhabi- 
ants of this State or others, ſhall have full Power and Authority to collect 
bh Rates or Taxes according to ſuch Jawful Warrant as ſhall be given 
em; and ſhall have the ſame Power and Authority to command the Aſſiſ- 
ce of any Perſon or Perſons in the Execution of their Office (when Need 
all require) as is by Law given to Sheriffs and Conſtables in the Execution 
[their Offices: And all Perſons are hereby required to yield due Obedience 
Kfeunto, and immediately to afford their Aſſiſtance; on the ſame Penalties 
bare provided by Law for inforcing Obedience to the Command of She- 
s and Conſtables. Provided, Such Collectors ſhew and read their War- 
at or Authority to the Perſons whoſe Affiſtance is commanded. 
And that all Conſtables choſen to collect the public Tax, and other Col- 
Kors of Rates, arid every of them, ſhall have the fame Power and Autho- ColteQors 
in any of the Plantations or Towns in this Government, as ſaid Officers authority er 
e in their own Precincts, to gather and collect the refpective Rates of any 8 
ſon or Perſons whoſe Polls or Eſtate are in thein Liſts; and ſhall be al- ts 
ved Poſt Wages for their Travel; and alſo ſhall and may collect and 
Wer ſuch Rates and Taxes, or what ſhall be due thereof, at any Time 
er their reſpective Year ſhalt be up, as well as before. e ee 
ind if it ſhall fo happen that any ſuch' Conſtable or other Collector of a 
KS, after his Year be up, and before he hath collected the whole of the Collector? 

u he is appointed to collect, ſhalt be removed by Death, then the Exe- dyirg after 
FAS or Adminiſtrators of ſuch deceaſed Conftable or Collector ſhall have his year is 
Came Power and Authority to collect any and every Part of the Rate i urn 
4 d to the ſaid Conſtable or Collector in his Life Time, as the faid powered, &c. 
able or Collector had when alive, and ſhall be Collector in the Room 455 
the Deceaſed for the gathering the remainder of ſuch Rate: And all 
_— Sr. 


C olle&ots 
power, &C» 
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Executors and Adminiſtrators of Collectors ſhall be reſponſible for the 
Rates, as the Collectors by Law are. Ep es i Fae | | 
1 99 But in Caſe any ſuch Conſtable or other Collector of Rates, die befor 
In caſe ke his Year be up; and the Rate not fully collected, that then every Town and 
ve before Society wherein ſuch Caſe ſhall happen, are hereby directed to Proceed 
Kc how to forthwith to the Choice of a new Conſtable or Collector, for the collecting 
be choſen. and gathering the remaining Part of ſuch Rate. | | 1 
That the Conſtables appointed to collect the State Tax, and alſo th 
Collectors to Collectors of Town, Sotiety, Miniſters or other Rates, thall appoint Time 
r and Place for the paying and receiving ſuch Rates as are due; and exch 
— rates, Inhabitant ſhall have reaſonable Warning to pay his Proportion; which 
&c. Warning every Man is to obſerve, and attend for the Payment of ſuch Rat 
or Dues; and upon Neglect thereof the ſaid Collectors ſhall be, and ar 
I unpaid; to hereby impowered to make Diſtreſs upon ſuch Perſon or Perſons for their 
levy, e. Rates hot paid, with Twwo- pence on the Shilling for their Trouble, and charg 
of Ferriage (if atiy be) and their lawful Fees for Travel, arid all other nf 
Gn goods nad ceſſary Charges; and that in Caſe a Diſtreſs be made and granted out fur 


chattels if any of the Rates or Aſſeſſments aforeſaid, the Officer ſhall diſtrain Good 


ny 


or ſhall be tendered, the Officer may attach the real Eſtate of ſuch Perſon 
On lands. to be found within his Precincts; and for want of Eſtate, being found d 
tendered as aforeſaid, he ſhall attach the Body, and him commit to Gal 
for the payment thereof, with the Coſts and Charges ariſing thereon there 
to remain until delivered by due order of Law. 
8 And be it furtber enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when real Eſta 
288 ſhall be taken as aforeſaid, the Officer * the ſame ſhall proceed to 
f and diſpoſe thereof at public Auction, ſufficient for the payment of ſud 
Rates or Taxes, charged againſt the Owner thereof, and to fatisfy the leg 
Coſts and Fees thereon. 5 f 
Provided nevertbeleſs, That the Time and Place of Sale for payment c 
ſuch Taxes, ſhall be advertifed by the Collector, three Weeks in ſome pub 
lic News-Paper in this State, at leaſt fix Weeks before ſuch Sale: An 
when ever any real Eſtate ſhall be thus ſold by Virtue of this Act, the Co 
lector of ſuch Tax or Taxes ſhall make and give to the Purchaſer a D 
of Warrantee thereof : And if the faid Proprietor or Proprietors ſhall n 
within twelve Months next after ſuch Deed is lodged in the Town CleriWerti 
Office, pay and fatisfy or tender to ſuch Purchaſer the purchaſe Mon 
together with all Coſts and Charges, and double Intereſt thereon ariſing, tl 
ſame ſhall be recorded; and thereupon the Title become confirmed to a 
in ſuch-Purchaſer, his Heirs and Aſſigns forever. 
All reale. Ad it is further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all the teal Ell 
tates ſubject- that any one is ſeized and poſſeſſed of, in his own Right in Fee, within d 
ed to the pay- State, ſhall be liable to, and ſtand chargeable with all the public Taxesd 
ment of taxes. from the Owner thereof, and ſhall remain as a Lien thereon, until the ui 
are fully paid; notwithſtanding any ſubſequent Sale or Transfer thereol 
1 any Attachment thereon. | | | | | 
£00 4 And all Collectors of Rates ſhall collect and pay the Rates by them to 
and paid by collected according to ſuch Time and Orders as ſhall be agreed upon, ® 
the time ſet. determined by thoſe who grant the Rate. | - 
; Ard in cafe any Collector or Collectors ſhall not perform the I 
— committed unto, him or them, according to Law, he or they ſhall be 
I duty. countable for ſuch Rate, or ſuch Artears thereof, fo by him or then” 
geled- men, BRiefted to be gathered, and paid as aforefaid. And the Select-men of & 
y | N i pas gs : re 
xc. mayhave Town, and the Committee of each Society or other Community, are he 
warrants a- impowered to demand ſuch Arrearages of their reſpective Colle&tors 3, 
kainſt them. on Failure of Payment, may make Application to any Aſſiſtant 0 
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tice of the Peace for a Warrant againſt ſuch negligent Collector, as afore- 
aid; agretable to the Directions aforeſaid, And it ſhall be lawful for ſuch 
Aſſiſtant or Juſtice to grant out ſuch Warrant againſt the Goods, Chat- 
tels, Lands and Body of ſuch negligent Collector, in the ſame Form and 
to be proceeded with in executing the ſame, in the Manner as by Law is 

rovided for the levying of Executions. TP | 

And to prevent Diſputes that may ariſe reſpegting the Rates or Taxes ariſing 
a levied on Lands in Eccle/iaſtical Societies, belonging to Proprietors non- reſi- 
dent in ſuch Societies, and 10 dirt where the Payment for ſuch Lands ſhall be 


Be it further enadied by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Taxes ariſing, and 
that ſhall be levied upon Land lying in any eccleſiaſtical Society in this 
State, belonging to any ſuch non-reſident Proprietor or Proprietors, and in 
he fame Town, ſhall be paid by him or them in that Society, and for and 
by order of that Society only to which he or they belong, and is or are Re- 
dent in, according to his or their Lift in the Grand- Levy; except onl 
there ſuch non-reſident Proprietor or Proprietors have Lands lying in fach 
ther Society or Societies, and there be a tenantable Houſe or Houſes there- 
on, and alſo a Tenant or Tenants actually living in and upon the ſame 
hen and in every ſuch Caſe the Taxes ariſing on ſuch Lands in the Im- 
toyement of ſuch. Tenant or Tenants, ſhall be paid in the Society or Soci- 
ties where ſuch Lands lie, and Tenants live. "NM 1 
Provided nevertheleſs, That where any ſuch Society or Societies have, ever 
nce their being firſt ſer off and conſtituted, ſteadily and uninterrupted! 
ed and practiſed otherwiſe in paying Taxes ariſing on ſuch Lands, this A 
hall not be underſtQcd to effect or prejudice ſuch a ſteady and uninterrupted 
Wratice; but the ſame ſhall be accounted a practical Agreement, and be 
olden good and valid accordingly; any Thing to the contrary in this Act 
ontained notwithſtanding. TH | 

B it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if ſuch non-reſident 
roprietor or Proprietors live in any other Town than that in which ſuch 
ands lie, he or they ſhall pay for the ſame in, and to that Society in which 
ch Lands lie; and that when ſuch Lands lie, in two or more Societies in 
y other Town than that in which ſuch Proprietor or Proprietors live, then 
d in every ſuch Caſe, he or they in their Liſt annually given in, ſhall 


ch of ſuch Societies reſpectively, and ſhall pay therefor in ſuch reſpective 
ieties accordingly. | 7 
And whereas this Aſſembly have granted, and in ſome Caſes may hereafter grant 
Vicular Taxes on the Lands lying in new T owns and Societies, for the ſpeedy and 
re equal Settlement of the ſame : 7 

For the effectual collecting of which; | | 
Be it further enafied by the Authority «lp cove: That whenſoever this Aſ- 


ces 
ic lulinbly ſhall grant a particular Tax to be levied on the Lands in any ſuch 
col, Mown or Society, the ſame ſhall be demanded as other Rates or Taxes by 


w ought to be: And if the Owner or Owners of ſuch Lands do not pay 
Collector choſen or appointed to gather the fame, ſuch Collector may 
ply to ſome Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, who ſhall grant him a War- 
t for that Purpoſe; by Force whereof ſuch Collector may proceed to levy 
Tax or Taxes not paid, in the ſame Manner as Town or Society Rates 
Taxes are to be levied. TELE 

Always provided, That if any Owner of Lands fo taxed, be or ſhall be 
ed greater ot more than the Tax laid by the Aſſembly, the County Court 
that County wherein ſuch Lands lie, upon Complaint thereof made by 
Owner of Lands, may grant Relief to him againſt ſuch Collector, Town 
Society, according to the Wrong they ſhall find done by ſuch Taxing or 
Jing; and tax Coſts to the Perſon unneceſſarily vexed thereby. 
| Cc2 Provided 


* helen... 


ticularly therein mention the Sort and Quantity of his or theit Lands in 
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Provided alſo, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall by any Town, Society 
or other Community, be aſſeſſed wrongfully, or more than his or their P 
Proviſo. portion, he or they ſhall have Remedy by the County Court of che {any 
County whereto he or they belong, upon Proof made thereof; any Thin; 
in this Act to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding. : 
Ad be it further Enacted, That the Treaſurer of this State, in granting 
Faber ag © Execution againſt any Collector of State Taxes, from whom Arrears of fe 
Oeerecation veral Taxes are due, ſhall include in one Execution as many of ſuch Tax 
as many tax- as Circumſtances will admit, therein ſpecifying the Sum due on each, a 
es as may be. any other Matters reſpecting the ſame that may be neceſſary for directing the 
Sheriff in the levy of ſuch Execution. * 
And beit further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in all Cafes whe: 
1 any State Tax hath been laid or granted by the General Afſembly of thi 
. of pub- State, which remains unpaid, or that in future may be laid or grant 
lic ſecurities wherein Orders drawn on the Treaſurer, Soldiers Notes that are due, Cert, 
received for cates for the Intereſt of ſuch Notes; or for Monies loaned to this State, a 
Or any other Securities, are or may be made receivable in Payment of ſud 
Taxes; it ſhall be the Duty of the reſpective Collectors of ſuch Taxes, t 
_ render Keep a fair Account in Writing, of all ſuch Orders, Notes, Certificates d 
under dach, other Securities received in Payment of ſuch Taxes, therein containing a 
exact ſtate of the Time when the ſame was received; the Name of the Perl; 
from whom, and the Sum at which the ſame were received, and lodge 
Copy thereof with the Treaſurer, duly atteſted upon Oath (which Oath th 
copy or Treaſurer is hereby impowered to adminiſter); and if it ſhall appear ond 
which ac- Examination, that any ſuch Order, Note, Certificate or other Security wa 
count to be received on Account of any ſuch Tax, directly or indirectly by ſuch Colle 
1, ones or, or any other Perſon for his Benefit, at a Diſcount or lower Sum than 
"one nominal Sum therein expreſſed, the Treaſurer is hereby directed to all 


ſuch Collector on Settlement of ſuch Tax, the Sum at which he recent 


— 


the ſame, and no more. 5 c 2 
And in order to prevent and puniſh Fraud and Exlortion in Collectors of | 
public Taxes ; | 3 | k 
Bi it further enalted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if the Collector ofa 
Extortion in State Tax within this State, ſhall take or receive, directly or indirect 
en any Perſon or Perſons, any Sum of Money, or any other Article of Val 
how puniſhed as a Gratuity, Reward or Commiſſion for the Payment of any Order dra 
; on the Treaſurer of this State by the Committee of Pay-Table, or any Ne 
or Certificate given or Order drawn by ſaid Treaſurer or the Continen 
Commiſſioner of Loans, in the ſame, on ſuch Collector or Collectors, f 
offending Collector ſhall upon Conviction thereof, forfeit and pay to! 
Treaſurer of the County where fuch Offeace ſhall be committed, the! 
All inform- Value of ſuch Order or Orders. And all Informing Officers are het 
ing-officers required to make due Preſentment of all Breaches of the foregoing . 
to preſent, ; | | TI 
ye. graph of this A&. 


- ow - 1 
8 _ - 


An Act concerning Replevins. 

BE it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General 

Liberty to aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That every Man ball 
replevy in all Liberty to replevy his Cattle, or other Goods and Chattels impou? 
caſes, except, diſtrained, attached, feized or extended (unleſs it be upon Executu0* 
Ec. Judgment, and in payment of Fines and Rates; or for ſome Cauſe or Mn 
cognizable and triable before the Admiralty and Maritime Courts) pio 

he put in and give good and ſufficient Security to proſecute his Rep" 
Effect, and to fatisfy and anſwer ſuch Damages, Demands and Due? 
_ adverſe Party ſhall by Law recover againſt him, 


* — 6 . 6 
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An Act for preventing and puniſhing Riots and Rioters. 


BE it enacted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when three Pertons or 
more, ſhall come or afſemble themſelves together, to the Intent to do any 
unlawful Act, by Force and Violence againſt the Perſon of another; as to 
kill, beat, or other ways to hurt, or againſt his Poſſeſſion or Goods, as to 
break open or to pull down any Houſe or Fence wrongfully; or to cut or 
take away any Corn, Graſs, Wood or other Goods wrongfully; or to do any 
other unlawful Act with Force or Violence againſt the Peace, or to the mani. 
feſt Terror of the People, and being required of commanded by any of the 
Civil Authority, or by any Sheriff or Deputy-Sherift, or by any one or more 
of the Sele&-men or Conſtables of any Town where ſuch Aſſembly ſhall be, 
by Proclamation to be made in the Name of this State, in the Form herein 
after directed, ſhall not diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably depart to their 
Habitations or to their lawful Buſineſs ; or being ſo aſſembled as aforeſaid 
all do any unlawful Act againſt any Man's Perſon, Poſſeſſion or Goods, 
or againſt the public Intereſt in any Particular, in Manner as afoteſaid, and 
de thereof convicted by due Courſe of Law, before the County Court, or 
before the Superior Court, in the reſpective Counties where faid Offence is 
ommitted, ſhall be puniſhed by Fine, not exceeding, for each Perſon con- 
erned therein, the Sum of Ten Pounds; Impriſonment, not exceeding ix 
lonths; or by Whipping, not exceeding forty Stripes: All or any of ſaid 
Puniſhments at the Diſcretion of the Court that bath Cognizance of ſuch 
ffences, as the Nature and Circumſtances of the Facts ſhall require. 
That the Order and Form of the Proclamation aforementioned, ſhall be 
5 follows, THAT 1s To SAY, The Perſons authorized by this Act ſhall 
mong, or near as he or they can ſafely come to ſaid Rioters, with an audible 
oice command, or cauſe to be commanded Silence to be whilſt Proclama- 
on is mak ing; and after that, ſhall openly, and with an audible Voice make, 
r cauſe to be made Proclamation in theſe Words, or like in Effect, viz. 


In the Name, and by the Authority of the State of Cornneficur, I charge 
and command all Perſons aſſembled, immediately to diſperſe themſelves, 
and peaceably to depart to their Habitations, or to their lawful Buſineſs, 
upon the Pains and Penalties contained in the Act or Law of this State, 
entitled, An Alt for preventing and puniſhing Riots and Rioters.” 


And every Aſſiſtant, Juſtice of the Peace, Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, Select- 
an or Conſtable within the Limits of their Juriſdictions, are hereby autho- 
ed, impowered and required, on Notice or Knowledge of any ſuch unlaw- 
land riotous Aſſembly, to reſort to the Place where ſuch Aſſembly ſhall 
and there make, or cauſe to be made, Proclamation in Manner aforeſaid. 


Be it further enaFed by the Authority aforeſaid, That if fach Perſons ſo un- 
Tully and riotouſly aſſembled, or any three or more of them, after Pro- 
mation made as aforeſaid, ſhall continue together, and not diſperſe them- 
Ves, that then it ſhall and may be lawful to, and for every Aſſiſtant, Juſtice 
the Peace, Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, Sele&t-man or Conſtable, where ſuch 
lembly ſhall be, and to and for ſuch other Perſon or Perſons as ſhall be 
Pmanded to be aſſiſting unto any Aſſiſtant, Juſtice of the Peace, Sheriff, 
Puty-Sheriff, Select- man or Conſtable, who ate hereby authorized and 
Powered to command all Perſons of Age and Ability to be aſſiſting to 
m therein, to ſeize and apprehend, and they are hereby required to ſeize 
"Pprehend ſuch Perſons fo unlawfully and rictouſly continuing together 
7 Proclamation made as aforeſaid ; and forthwith to carry the Perſons 


r being proceeded againſt according to Law. 


ſons or more 


reſort to the 0 


PPrehended, before fome A ſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, in order to 
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"Ed; &C. 


Proviſo. 


unleſs ſuch Proſecution be commenced within twelve Months after 
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to be ſo killed; maimed or hurt as aforeſaid. 


proclaim according to the Proclamation hereby ditected to be made, and h 


-Proclamation ſhould or ought to have been made, if the ſame had nat ber 


— 


fm 


And that if any of the Perſons ſo unlawfully and riotouſly aſſembly 
ſhall happen to be killed, or maimed, or hurt in diſperſing or apprehending 
or in endeavouring to diſperſe or apprehend them, by Reaſon of their Re. 
fiſting, the Perſons ſo diſperſing or endeavouring to diſperſe or appreheny 
them, that then every Aſſiſtant, Juſtice of the Peace, Sheriff, Depuy. 
Sheriff, Select- man or Conſtable, and all and ſingulac Perſons being aiding 
and aſſiſting to them or any of them, ſhall be freed, diicharged and indemy, 
ned, as = againſt the Public as againft all and every Perſon or Perſon 
whatever, of, for or concerning the killing, maiming or hurting of any ſuc 
Perſon or Perſons ſo unlawfully and riotouſly aſſembled, that ſhall happa 


Provided always, And be it further enatfted by the Authority aforeſaid, Thi 
if any Perſon or Perſons do, or ſhall with Force and Arms, wilfully : 
knowingly oppoſe, obſtruct, or in any Manner wilfully and knowingly k 
hinder, or hurt any Perſon or Perſons that ſhall begin to proclaim, or gon 


thereof convicted by due Courſe of La, ſhall forfeit, ſuffer, or be puniſh 
in Manner and Form as aforeſaid. | 

And that allo every ſuch Perſon or Perſons fo being unlawfully and ric 
duſly aſſembled to the Number of Tree, as aforeſaid, or more, to whon 


hindred as aforeſaid, ſhall likewiſe, in caſe they, or any of them to the nu 
ber of Three or more, ſhall continue together, and not immediately diſpel 
themſelves after fuch Let or Hindcance ſo made, having Knowledge of ſud 
Let or Hindrance fo made, and be thereof convicted by due Courſe of La 
ſhall forfeit, ſuffer, or be puniſhed in Manner and Form as aforeſaid. 

Provided always, That no Perſon or Perſons ſhall be proſecuted by Vin 
of this Act, for any Offence or Offences committed contrary to the ſam 


Offence committed, 


* 4 . 


_ 


An Ad for reſtraining, correcting, ſuppreſſing and pu 
niſhing Rogues, Vagabonds, common Beggars, a 
other d idle, diſſolute, profane and diſorderiff 
Perſons; and for ſetting them to work. 


IF HERE As there are frequently divers Perſons who wander about, ant 

vag abond, idle, and diſſolute Per ſons, begging and committing many In 
cies; and many are guilty of profane and evil Diſcourſe, and other Diſoratri 
the corruption of Manners, the promotion of Idleneſs, and the detriment of | 
Order and Religion. 


For preventing of which, and for the better Regulation of ſuch evi 
diforderly Perſons, and puniſhing ſuch Rudeneſs and Miſbehaviovr * 


BE it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General C 

aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That in order there Mi 
erected, built, or otherwiſe provided in each of the reſpective Count 
this State, at the Charge of the ſaid Counties reſpectively, a fit and co 
nient Houſe or Houſes of Correction, to be uſed and improved for the 
ceiving, keeping, ſetting to work, and correcting of Rogues, Vagabon 
common Beggars, and other idle, diſſolute and diſorderly Perſons 
Judge of the County Courts in each County reſpectively, by and witl 
Advice of ſaid Court, is hereby impowered to ſummon the Civil, Autis 


viz. the Aſſiſtants and Juſtices of the Peace in ſaid County, to meer 
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Time and Place in ſaid County as he ſhall appoint for that Purpoſe, or other 
Matters proper for them to conſider and determine: And if the major, Parr, 
of the Civil Authority, ſo convened for that Purpoſe, ſhall agree upon and 
getermine that ſuch a Houſe or Houſes ſhall be ere&ed, built or provided, 
and alſo determine the Place where the ſame ſhall be fixed; in that Caſe ſaid 
ounty Courts reſpectively are hereby authorized, impowered and directed 
orthwith to erect, build, or otherwiſe provide, juch Houſe or Houſes of 
orreCtion as aforeſaid, and tranſmit to the General Aſſembly from Time 
o Time, an Account of their Proceedings therein, until ſuch Houſe or 
— are finiſhed: Unleſs in any County there be ſuch a Houſe or Houſes 
— provided; in which Caſe the County Court of that County, are 
ired forthwith to put the ſame in good Repair and Order, and to tranſ- 
nit the Account thereof to the General Aſſembly as aforeſaid, _ 
And the beiter to enable the ſaid County Courts to do the ſame z N ED 
Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid County 


Maj ajor part S 
determine 
and fix the 
place. 


County court 
to proceed to 


bulld, &c. 
Or put in re- 


pair. 


To tax the 


Wourts be, and they are hereby fully authorized and impowered to aſſeſs 
oa tax the Iahabitants of the County to which ſaid Court belongs, in ſuch county. 
om or Sums as the Court ſhall judge needfol for the Purpoſe atorefaid : 
Ind for the collecting ſuch Tax or Aſſeſſment, to appoint Collector or Col: 
0Wors, and them to authorize and impower, by Warrant or Warrants of 
Wiſtreſs, ſigned by the Clerk of ſaid Court, to levy and collect the ſame ; 
Which Collectors ſhall have the ſame Authority, ana be under the ſame 
0 egulations and Penalties as other Collectors by the Laws of this State, 
"Wave, and are fabze& unto, , , 
e i: further enatted by the Autbotity aforeſaid, That the ſaid County Courts D 
pectively, ſhait and may nominate and appoint ſome honeſt, fit Perſon to DEG 
Maſter of ſaid Houſe of Corre&ion or Work- houſe, and alſo one ar Wa qguerfeere. 
le and diſcreet Perſons to be Overſeers ; and the ſaid County Courts ſhall . 
der and direct ſuch Overſeer or Overſeers (as ſoon as may be) to procure To provide = 
 UiBoper Materials to the amount of Fifteen Pounds, for each Work- houſe ; materials, &c 
d ſhall depoſit the fame in ſome convenient and ſafe Place, to be uſed and | 
proved according to ſuch Rules and Orders as ſhall from Time to Time 
pu given by ſaid Courts reſpectively; and the ſaid County Courts are hereby _ 
* thorized to draw on the State Freaſurer for the aforeſaid Sum; to enable Cornty co 
e Overſeers to procure the Materials ſuitable to work with and upon; and State tren. 
len from Time to Time giveſuch Orders for the regulating and governing ſury, &c. 
h Work-houſes, as they ſhall think proper, according to Law. And the 
d Overſeers ſhall from Time to Time, as there may be Need, provide the, 
and eflary Materials for all Perſons committed thereinto, to work with and 
[n/098Þn ; for which they ſhall be paid out of the County Treaſury ; and the 
der, He hall be drawn in and repaid to ſuch Treaſury according to the Direc- 
Fand Proviſion herein after made. TN 
\nd the ſaid Overſeers ſhall from Time to Time, order and dire& the Overſeers to 
v1 ters of the Work-houſes, in the Government and Regulation, as well as _— che 
ab the correcting and keeping to work the Perſons thereto committed, 1 
ling to Law. Which Overſcers ſhall render their Account to the County 8 
„nn, from Time to Time, and ſhall have and receive ſuch Alowance and : 
may Ward tor their Services as faid Court ſhall judge juſt and reaſonable, 
nu Wind it is further enacted and provided, That the County Courts of any 3 
cu Counties may, and are hereby impowered to agree together: to build Twô counties 
uſe of Correction, if the fame may be convenient for both Counties; may join, Ke. 


fe; and each County Court to tax their re ſpective Counties as aforeſaid. 
"ded: always, the previous Conſent of the major Part of the Civil Au- 
. in ſaid” Counties relpeively, to build the ſanity be firſt had and 
„ 28 s before-c directed. * 
And 


0 procecd therein in ſuch Form, Manner and Proportion as they ſhall - 
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Rognes, &c. 
to be ſent 
to the work- 
houſe, &c. 


Juglers, &c. 
Pipers, &c. 
Profane, &c. 
Diſtracted, 


&c. 


Thieves. 


Proviſo. 


theft, how 
paid, &c. 


* 


or Friends do not take Care for their ſafe Confinement. 


Puniſhment of Theft already by Law provided, if the Conviction il 


Houſes, and order them to be kept to hard Labour, under the Rules ad 
Regulations of ſaid Houſe, until releaſed by order of Law. a 

Alſo all Perſons uſing, or pretending to uſe any ſubtil Craft, Jugling, 
unlawful Games or Plays, or feigning themſelves to have Knowledge i 
Phyſiognomy, Palmiſtry, or pretending they can tell Deſtinies, Fortuna 
or diſcover where loſt or ſtolen Goods may be found. 

Alſo common Pipers, Fiddlers, Run-aways, ſtubborn Servants or Chil 
ren, common Drunkards, common Night-walkers, Pilferers, wanton and! 
civious Perſons, either in Speech or Behaviour, common Railers or Brawle 

Alſo fuch as are guilty of reviling and profane Speaking, or neglet tha 
Callings, miſpend what they earn, and do not provide for themſelves, ori 
Support of their Families, upon due Conviction of any of the Offences( 
Diſorders aforeſaic. | 8 

Alſo Perſons under Diſtraction, and unfit to go at large, whoſe Relatio 


IDL... 


Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in Addition tot 


Theft be before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, the Perſon convica. . 
ſhall be ſentenced, and accordingly committed by ſuch Authority to 
Work-Houſe, or Houle of Correction, there to be kept to hard. Labou 
on the firſt Conviction, not Jeſs than one Month, and not exceediag tin 
Months; on the ſecond Conviction, not leſs than one Year, and not mh 2 
than three Years. | 1M 
And in Caſe the Convi&ion for Theft ſhall be before the County Co 
the Perſon convicted, ſhall, by ſaid Court, be ſentenced and committed OY 
the Houſe of Correction, to labour as afoteſaid; for the firſt Offence, i , 
leaſt fix Months; and fo for a longer Time, as {aid Court before whom... 
Conviction is had, ſhall think proper and determine, having Reſpect to 
Circumſtances and Aggravations of the Offence, and the Number of Mo 
victions had. 
Provided nevertheleſs, That no Perſon convicted of Theft, ſhall on 
firſt ConviQion, be ſentenced or committed to the Work-Houſe, or Hi 
of Correction, on that Account, unleſs the Perſon convicted be of the! 
of twenty one Years, or upwards ; and alſo be in the Opinion of the Ca 
before whom the Conviction is had, a Rogue, Vagabond, common Beg un 
or a lewd, idle, profane or diforderly Perſon; any Thing in this Act in 
wiſe contain&d notwithſtanding. , | | 4G 
Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Charges of pt 
cuting Perſons for Theft, upon their Conviction before the County © 
ſhall be anſwered and paid out of the County Treaſury of that Co- 
wherein the Proſecution and Conviction ſhall be; and that for refun 
the ſame, one Half of the treble Damages recovered of the Perſon © 
victed, ſhall be and belong to the ſaid County Treaſury. And in 
the Earnings of ſuch convicted Perſon's Labour in the Work-Houls © 
of all lawful Deductions, be not ſufficient to pay the Charge of his! 
cution, and the ſaid treble Damages, and he hath no Eſtate to far 


l 


ſame, he ſhall be diſpoſed of in Service to anſwer the ſame, or the Remain- 
der thereof, according as the Law has provided and directed in ſuch Caſes, 
Be it further enafted, That when any Perſon ſhall be committed. to any 
Houſe of Correction, or Work-Houſe, in Caſe he or ſhe belong not to any 
Town in this State, ſuitable Materials, ſuch as are neceſſary-and convenient 
tor keeping ſuch Perſons to work during their abode there, ſhall be paid for 
out of the State Treaſury. And in Caſe he or ſhe belong to any Town in 
Wh this State, that ſuch Materials as aforeſaid, ſhall be provided at the Charge 
of ſaid Town; and the Select-men of the ſaid Town ſhall deliver the ſame 
so the Maſter of ſuch Houſe, or be accountable to him for the Charge and 
Expence thereof, and aſſeſs the Inhabitants for the ſame. And when any 
aobborn Children or Servants ſhall be ſent thither as aforelaid, the afore- 
Wmentioned Materials ſhall be provided at the Charge of their Parents or 
Maſters (if able) during their abode in ſuch Work Houſe,  _ 
And each Perſon committed as aforeſaid, ſhall be allowed out of their 
arnings, but two thirds thereof, for their Support and making Satisfacti- 
on for the Charge expended in bringing in and furniſhing Materials; and 
he Overplus of ſuch Earnings, to be to the Maſter of the Houſe to ac- 
ount for. | EE De #2 as et a Rs Lon GH 
And if ſuch Perſons are Maſters, or Heads of Families, then and in ſuch 
aſe the whole Profit and Benefit of their Labours, or ſo much thereof as 
he County Court of that County where ſuch Perſons are committed ſhall 
think neceſſary, and direct, ſhall be for the relief and ſupport of their Families. 
And if any Perſon or Perſons, committed to ſaid Houſe of Correction ſhall 
de unable to Work, or be weak or ſick, then to be relieved by the Maſter 
t keeper of ſuch Houſe, who ſhall be again reimburſed what he ſhall fo 
ecceſſarily expend for the Relief of ſuch Perſon or Perſons, out of the public 
Freaſury of this State, if the Perſon belong not to any Town within the 
tate; and if the Perſon belongs to any Town in this State, then by the 
elect-men of that Town: And the Select- men may aſſeſs the Inhabitants 
"Wh ſuch Town to anſwer the ſame; except ſuch Perſons being weak or ſick 
Wi aforeſaid, were at the Time of their Commitment in their Minority, and 
nder the care of Parents or Maſters; then and in every ſuch Caſe the Parents 
(Maſters of ſuch Perſons ſhall reimburſe what neceſſary Charges the Maſter 
© Keeper of ſuch Houſe of Correction ſhall neceſſarily expend for their 


elief. | 


Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Maſter or Keeper 


We, in looking after thoſe committed to his Care, and for relieving them 
ho ſhall happen to be ſick or weak, ſuch reſonable Satisfaction, to be 
ade by the County, Sele&-men, Parents or Matters, as the County Court 
al direct and appoint, if the Earnings of fuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall not 
lufficient to diſcharge the ſame, over and above what is allowed them out 
their Earnings, for their Relief. FFV. 
And the Maſter or Keeper ſhall keep an exact Account of all Profits and 
mings that ſhall be made by the Labour of thoſe under his Cuſtody, from 
e to Time, and prefent the ſame (upon Oath if required) untò the County 
burt in ſuch County; out of which Earnings the ſaid Maſter or Keeper of 
b Houſe ſhall have his Allowance and alſo a Compenſation to ſaid O- 
er or Overſeers for their Trouble as aforefaid, as ſaid Court ſhall think 
per and order; and until the Earnings as aforeſaid, ſhall produce a ſuffi- 
icy for ſaid Purpoſe; what is wanting ſhall be made up our of the County 
alury, to be refunded out of the Overplus of the after Earnings. 
ind the Maſter or Keeper of ſuch Houſe that ſhall refuſe to account as 

ad, or fhall otherwiſe be negligent of his Duty required by this Act, 
u de liable to ſuch: Fine or Puniſhment as ſaid County»Court ſhall order 


Dd | Be 
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ACTS AND LAWS. 


Rum. 


* 
. 5 * 5 
} a 


Maſters duty 


To ſhackle 5 
puniſh, &c. 


Abſconding, 
to be correct- 
ed on being 
returned, &c. 


Gaols to be 
work-houſes 
until, &c. 


Gaol keepers 
to be maſters 
&C, 


Perſons or- 
dered to 
work-houſe 
to be ſent to 
gaol until, &c 


Duty of 2d. 
per gallon on 


all rum im 


ported. 


Waſtage al- 
lowed. . 


Bond to be 
Jan for the 
uties, &c. 


Rum forfeit- 


ed in caſe the 
duties are 
unpaid. 


ag 666 obſerving ſuch Orders and Directions as the Overſeer or Over. 


according to this Act, ſhall be ſent to and received into fuch Gaols, and then 


= — — 


Be it further Enadted, That the Maſters or Keepers of ſuch Houſes 
Correction reſpectively, ſhall receive all ſuch Perſons as ſhall be ſent then 
as aforeſaid, and ſhall keep them to ſuch Labour as they are capable of a 
able to perform, for ſuch Time as they ſhall be ordered to continue an{ 
remain in ſuch Houſe; and puniſh them (if need be) by putting Fetters o 
Shackles upon them, and by moderate Whipping, not exceeding ten Stripe 
at one Time; which (unleſs the Warrant of Commitment do otherwiſe dire} 
ſhall be inflicted at their firſt Entrance, and from Time to Time, in Cafe t 
be ſtubborn, diſorderly or idle, and do not perform their Taſk, and that i 
good Condition, according as they ſhall be reaſonably ſtinted ; or elſe my 
abridge them of their Food, as the Cauſe ſhall require, until they be reduce 
to better Order and Obedience : Said Maſters however, from Time to Tine 


ſeers ſhall give therein. I, E 

And be it further Enatied, That if any Perſon or Perſons, committed ty 
ſaid Houſe of Correction, ſhall unlawfully abſcond, or make his Eſci 
therefrom, or depart without the Licence of the Maſter of ſaid Houſe, the 
Mall on being returned to ſaid Houſe again, be corrected by Whipping a 
the naked Body, not exceeding thirty Stripes for one Offence ; and ſo voi 


quoties : Which Corrections the Maſter ſhall be careful to fee duly performe 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſeveral Ga 
in the reſpective Counties, ſhall be, and they are hereby made to be Work 
Houſes, or Houſes of Corre@ion ; to be uſed and improved according t 
the Directions and Orders before in this Act reſpecting Houſes of Correttia 
and the Government thereof, until there ſhall be ſuch Houſe or Houſes d 
Correction built, as aforeſaid. 

And the Keepet of the Gaols for the Time being, or ſuch as they reſped 
ively ſhall appoint, ſhall be the Maſters or Keepers of ſuch Gaols, as Houſe 
of Correction, and ſhall have the ſame Authority and be under the ſame Re 
gulati ons as is before in this Act given and provided reſpecting Houſes c 
Correction. And all Perſons ordered to be ſent to a Houſe of Corretti 


be kept, taken Care of, and governed according to the Directions of this Ad 
until ſuch Houſe or Houſes ſhall be provided as aforeſaid; any Thingb 


fore in this Act notwithſtanding. 1 
7 ee 4 eee 8 
An Act for laying and collecting Duties on the Imporſſþ, 

tation of Rum. | | Be 


BE it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Cu 

aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Maſters of Veſicls,( 
other Perſons importing any Rum into this State, ihall pay to ſome Ni! 
Officer, fot the uſe of this State, Two-pence per Gallon for every Gallon 
Rum by ſuch Maſter or other Perſon imported as aforeſaid. 
And all ſuch Maſters or Importers of Rum as aforeſaid, ſhall be allo 
for Waſtage five per Cent. for Rum imported directly from the Weft. I 
and two per Cent. for Rum imported from the neighbouring States. 4 
whenſoever it ſhall happen that the ſaid Maſter or Importer ſhall not h 
the ready Money to pay the Duties aforeſaid, he ſhall become bound to. 
Treaſurer of this State, in a Bond double the Amount of ſaid Duties, co 
tioned for the Payment of ſaid Duty with Intereſt, in two Months then fe 
coming. Tak AY EO! 3 
Be it furtber enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Rum as ſþal* 
imported or brought into this State, and landed or offered to Sale in 4!) 
the Roads, Harbours, Creeks or Rivers thereunto belonging, without 
pay ing ot ſecuring the Duty as aforeſaid, ſhall be forfeited, the one oy 
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the Informer that ſhall proſecute to Effect, and the other Half to the State 
Treaſurer; for the Uſe of this State. i 70 rhe ee e 
And whenſoever any Perſon ſhall inform any Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the 
Peace, of the Breach of this Order, he ſball forthwith grant a Writ to the 
Sheriff or Conſtable, commanding them to make diligent Search for the ſame, 
with Power (if need be) to break open any Houſe, Veſſel, Ware-houle or 
Store, to make Search in any ſuſpected Place, and to ſeize the {aid Rum, and 
ſecure the lame till the next County Court in the County where it ſhall. be 
aken ; who ſhall declare the ſame to be forfeited, and diſpoſe thereof for the 
ſc aforeſaid: Unleſs the Owners thereof ſhall produce a Certificate from 
the Naval-Officer, that the Duty laid by- this A& has been actually paid 
for the ſame, according tu the true Intent and Meaning thereof; and make 
Oath that the Rum for which the Certificate is produced, is the very. Rum 
or which the Duty has been paid; or otherwiſc ſhew to the Satisfaction of 
e Court, that the Duties laid by this Act bave been truly paid. 

And for the more effefiual collecting the ſaid Duty, _ 855 
Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Mafters of Ships 
nd other Veſſels, as well open Boats as others, coming into any Harbour, 
Port, Creek or River within this State, from beyond Sea, or from any other 
lace out of this State, ſhall make Report to ſome Naval- Officer of this 
tare, of the Contents of the Loading of ſuch Ship or Veſſel ; which Report 
ch, Maſter ſball give in to the Naval-Officer under his Hand z and ſhall 
herein ſet down and expreſs the Quantity of Hogſheads, Tierces, Bartels 
r other Caſk of Rum loaden on Board ſuch Ship or Veſſel, with the Marks 
Wd Numbers thereof, and to whom the fame is conſigned : And alſo make 
Wath thereunto in the following Manaer : 


ing, by you produced under your Hand, contains a juſt and irue Account, to the 
of your Knowledge, of the whole Loading taken on Board and imported in your 
eſſel, from the Port or Ports ſaid Veſſel. came from; and that you have not 
oken Bulk, nor delivered any of the Rum loaden on ſaid Veſſel, directly or 
Wire ly ; and that if you ſhall know of any more Rum to be imported therein, 
ore the Landing thereof, you will cauſe it to be added to your Mani feſt. 
| Le: So help you GOD. 

Which Oath the ſaid Naval-Officer is hereby im powered to adminiſter ; 
er which ſuch Maſter may unload, and not before, on pain of forfeiting 
Sum of Fifty Pounds, to be paid by each Maſter that ſhall negle& his 
poly in this Behalf. 5 FIR £ Mie e NES 
Be it furtber enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Rum ſhall be 
ded on any Wharf, or in any Ware-houſe or other Place, but in the Day 
me only, and that after Sunriſe; and before Sunſet; unleſs in the Preſence 
or with the Conſent and Permiſſion of the Naval-Officer to whom the 
ly 1s payable, on pain of forfeiting all ſuch Rum, and the Lighter, 
i or Veſſel our of which the ſame ſhall be landed, or put into any Ware- 
le or other Place, CENTS Ne ag 1 
id if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall not have, and produce, an Invoice of 
Number of Gallons of Rum, by him or them imported, or to him or 
m conſigned, and make Ozth to the ſame, as is before in this Act provi- 
„then the Caſk wherein the ſame is, ſhall be gauged at the Charge of 
Importer, that the Quantity thereof may be truly known. 
hat the Maſter of any Ship or other Veſſel, importing any Rum, ſhall 
liable to, and ſhall pay the Duty for ſuch, and ſo much thereof contained 
s Manifeſt as ſhall not be duly entered, nor the Duty paid for the ſame 
the Perſon: or Perſons to whom ſach Rum is or ſhall be conſigned, 
"nd it ſhall and may be lawful for the Maſter of any Ship or Veſſel, to 
te and detain in his Hands, at the Owner's Riſque, all ſuch Rum im- 
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Naval officer 
to ſue, &c. 


Veſſel liable, 
&c. 


Naval officer 


to make ſei- 


zure, &c. 


Owner to ſue 
the maſter, &c 


Bills of ſtore 


to be allow d. 


Forfeitures 
Row diſpoſed 
of. 


Who to pro- 
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ſame is paid, and until he be repaid his neceſſary Charges in ſecuring the 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Penalties? 


mm 


— 


—_ in ſuch Ship or Veſſel, until he ſhall receive-a Certificate from the 
Laval Officer to whom be delivered his Manifeſt, that the Duty for th 


ſame, or ſuch Maſter may deliver ſuch Rum, as is not entred as aforeſad 
unto the Naval Officer in ſuch Port, or his Order; who is hereby impoy. 
ercd and directed to receive and keep the ſame, at the Owner's Riſque, un. 
til the Impoſt thereof, with the Charges, be paid, and then to deliver fuck 
Rum as tuch Maſter ſhall direct. n 83 | 
Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Naval Officer 
receiver of the Duty, or Impoſt, in each Port, ſhall. be, and js hereby in, 
powered to ſue the Maſter of any Ship or Veſſel, for the Impoſt or Duy, 
for ſo much of the Rum, imported therein according to the Manifeſt hy 
him given upon Oath, as aforeſaid, as ſhall remain not entred, and thi 
Duty or Impoſt thereot not paid by the Perſon to whom it is conſigned u 
aforeſaid. | 7 151A 
And that the Ship or Veſſel, with her Tackle and Appurtenances, th 
Maſter of which ſhail make Default in any Thing by this Act required ty 
be performed by him, ſhall be liable to make good the Sum or Sums for. 
feited by ſuch Maſter, according to this Act, for any ſuch Default; as all 
to make good the Impoſt or Duty for any ſuch Rum, not entered as afc 
faid : And upon Judgment againſt ſuch Maſter, the ſaid Ship or Veſſe 
or ſo much of the Tackle or Appurtenances therrof as ſhall be ſufficient - 
fatisfy ſaid Judgment, may be taken in Execution for the ſame. 
And the Naval Officer or Receiver of the Impoſt is hereby impoweret 
to make Seizure of ſuch Ship or Veſſel, and detain the ſame under Seizy 
until Judgment be given in any Suit to be commenced and proſecuted i: 
any of the ſaid Forfeitures, or Impoſt, to the Intent that if Judgment b 
rendered for the Proſecutor or Informer, ſuch Ship or Veſſel, and Appur 
nances may be expoſed for ſatisfaction thereof, as is before provided; uakl 
the Owners, or ſome on their behalf, for the releaſing of ſuch Ship or Velk 
from under Seizure or Reſtraint, ſhall give ſufficient Security to the Nai 
Officer that ſeized the ſame, to reſpond and ſatisfy the Sum or Value of i 
Forfeiture and Duties, with Charges, that ſhall be recovered againſt d 
Maſter thereof, upon ſuit to be brought for the ſame as aforeſaid. 
And the Maſter occaſioning ſuch Loſs and Damage unto his Ow 
through bis Default or Neglect, ſhall be liable un: o their Action for the lar 
And the Naval Officers, or Receivers of the Impoſt, in the ſeveral For 
of this State, are hereby impowered to allow Bills of Store to the Maſter 
any Ship or Veſſel, importing any Rum for fuch private Adventures 
ſhall Bona Fide, belong to the Maſter, or Seamen of ſuch Ship, or on 
Veſſel, at the Diſcretion of the ſaid Naval Officer; not exceeding, tue 
Cent. of the Loading: And the Duties payable for ſuch Rum in ſuch b 
of Store mentioned and expreſſed ſhall be abated. | 


Duties collected by them by Virtue of this AR. | 
Forfeitures accruing, or arifing by Virtue of this Act, ſhall be one Hai 
the Treaſurer of this State for the Uſe of the State; and the other Halt 
him or them who ſhall ſeize, inform and ſue for the ſame, by Action, 
Plaint, or Information, in any Court of Record: The whole Charg 
Proſecution to be taken out of the Half belonging to the Informer. 
And all Naval Officers, Sheriffs, Conſtables, and Grand-jurors, are 1 
by ſtrictly charged to make diligent Enquiry after, and make true Ido 
tion of all Breaches of this Act. 4 10 © 
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An Act for the due Obſervation of the Sabbath or 
Lord's-Day. _ | | 

DE it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
D aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all and every Perſon and 
Perſons in this State ſhall, and they are = required, on the Lord's-Day 
carefully to apply themſelves to duties of Religion and Piety, publicly and 
privately : And whatſoever Perſon ſhall not duly attend the public Worſhip 
ff God on the Lord's-Day in ſome Congregation allowed by Law, provided 
there be any on which he can conſcientiouſly and conveniently attend, unleſs 
indred by Sickneſs, or otherwiſe neceſſarily prevented, ſhall for every ſuch 
Offence, pay a Fine of Three Shillings, and being preſented to Authority 
all be deemed guilty thereof, if ſuch Perſon ſhall not be able to prove to 
he ſatisfaction of ſuch Authority, that Le or ſhe has attended the ſaid 

orſhip. NR | | 5 
| Thas ta Perſon or Perſons whatever ſhall keep open his or her Shop, 

are-houſe or Work- houſe ; nor ſhall upon Land or Water, do any Man- 
er of ſecular Buſineſs, Work or Labour, (works of Neceſſity and Mercy 
cepted) nor be preſent at any Concert of Mufic, Dancing, or any public 
diverſion, Shew, or Entertainment, nor uſe any Sport, Game, Play or Re- 
reation on the Lord's-Day, or any Part thereof, upon Penalty that every 
Perſon ſo offending Hall pay a Fine not exceeding Twenty Shillings, nor lefs 
han Ten Shilling. ee e e ee 
That no Traveller, Drover, Waggoner, Teamfter or any of their Servants 
all travel on the Lord's- Day (except from Neceſſity or Charity) on Penalty 
forfeiting a Sum not ect ng Twenty Shill;ngs, nor leſs than Ten Shillings. 
And that no Perſons ſhall convene and meet a eee in Company or 
ompanies in the Streets or elſewhere, nor go from his or her Place of A- 
ode on the Lordꝰs- Day, unleſs to attend upon the public Worſhip of God, 
r ſome work of Neceſſity or Mercy, on Penalty of Five Shilling. 
That no Innholder or other Perſon keeping any public Houſe of Enter- 
inment, ſhall entertain, or ſuffer any of the Inhabitants of the reſpective 
owns where they dwell, or others, not being Strangers or Lodgers in ſuch 
Jouſes, to abide or remain in their Houſts, or any of the Dependencies 
tereof, drinking or idly ſpending their Time on Saturday Night after ſun- 
, or ori the Lord's-Day, or on the Evening following, upon the Penalty 
= ve Sbillings ; and alſo every Perſon that ſhall be found there fo ſpending 
Time or Drinking, ſhall forfeit the Sum of Five Shillings © 
Provided, That all Preſentments or Informations, againſt any Perſon or 
ſons for any of the forementioned Offences, be made within one Month 
er the Commiſſion thereof: LT ä 
That ho Warning or Notification of any Meetipg or Buſineſs of a ſeculat 
ature, ſhall be ſer up or fixed on the Door ot other Part of any Meeting- 
ouſe for public Worſhip, ſo as to remain there on the Lord's-Day, or any 
| or Thankſgiving-Day, on Penalty of Five Sbillings, to be paid by the 
Ton who ſhall have ſer up the ſame, or ordered it to be fer up. | 
And it ſhall be the Duty of the Grand-jurors, Conſtabies and Tything- 
in ſuch Toi, to pull down and deſtroy the fame. e. 
That no Veſſel ſhall unneceſſarily depart out of any Harbour or Port, 
k or River, within this State, on the Lord's-Day, or fail or pals by any 
harg un or Society on Connecticul- River, where the public Worſhip of God is 
| Nnained, nor weigh Anchor withih two Miles of fuch Place, unleſs ro 
are he nearer thereto, on the Lord's-Day, any Time between the Morning-light 
Loto che Setting- ſun, on Penalty that the Maſter of every ſoch Veffct ſhall, 

every ſuch Offence, forfeit Thirty Shillings. . BY. 

bat if apy Pecſon or Perſons, either on the Lord's:Day, or any other 
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Time, ſhall wilfully interrupt or diſturb any Aſſembly of People met fy 
the public Worſhip of God, within the Place of their aſſembling, or out d 
it; each Perſon ſo offending ſhall pay a Fine not exceeding Ten Pounds, n 
leſs than Twenty Sbilling s. n | | 

And any Perſon who ſhall behave rudely or indecently, within the Hout 
where any Congregation are met for public Worſhip, ſhall pay a Fine ng 
exceeding Forty Shillings, nor leſs than Five Shilling. | 

And if any civil Proceſs ſhall be iſſued or ſerved on the Lord's. Day, i 
ſhall be void and of no Effect: And the Officer who ſhall ſerve the fame 
ſaid Day, ſhall pay a Fine of Ten Sbillings, and all Damage that ſhall accry 
to any Perſon thereby. 

And be il furiber enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That each Town in thy 
State, at their annual Meeting in December, ſhall chuſe two or more Tithing 
men, in each Society for Divine Worſhip in ſuch Town, who ſhall be ſwon 
to a faithful Diſcharge of the Office. 

That the Grand jury-men,. Conſtables and Tithing-men of each Tow, 
ſhall carefully inſpect the Behaviour of all Perſons on the Sabbath or Lord's 
Day; and eſpecially between the Meetings for divine Worſhip on ſaid Dy 
whether in the Place of ſuch public Worſhip or elſewhere ; and due Pre, 
ſentment make of any profanation of the worſhip of God on the Lord's: di; 
or any Day of public Faſt or Thankſgiving; and of every Breach of Sb 
bath which they, or any of chem {hall lee or diſcover any Perſon to be guilty 
of, to the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, who is hereby impowerel 
to proceed therein as the nature of the Offence requires. 

That every Grand-jury-man, Tithing-man, or Conſtable ſhall be allowe 
Two Shillings per Diem, for each Day he ſpends in proſecuting ſuch Offend 
ers, to be paid by the Perſon offending, or the Parent, Guardian, or Matt 
of ſuch Perſon when under Age: And all Fines impoſed for the breach 
this Act on Minors, ſhall be paid by their Parents, Guardians, or Maſters 
if any be, otherwiſe ſuch Minor to be diſpoſed of in Service to anſwer tix 
ſame. And upon refuſal or negle& of paying ſuch Fines and Coits, ths 
Offender may be committed; unleſs he be a Minor, in which Cafe Execution 
for the Fine and Coſt ſhall be iſſued againſt his Parent, Guardian or Maſter 
after the Expiration of one. Month next after the Convicton of ſuch Minor 
and not ſooner, 1 ee ee 

Provided, No Perſon proſecuted on this Act. ſhall be charged with mat 

than for one Perſon proſecuting him for ſuch Offence. * | 

That whatſoever Perſon ſhall be convicted of any Profanation of tit 
Lord's-Day, or of any Diſturbance of any Congregation allowed for tif 
Worſhip of God, during the Time of their aſſembling for, or attending & 
ſuch Worſhip, and ſhall, being fined for ſuch Offence, neglect or retule 

ay the ſame, or to preſent Eſtate for that Purpoſe; the Court, Aſſiſtant 
Tuſtice before whom Conviction is had, may Sentence ſuch Offender to 3 
whipt, not exceeding twenty Stripes; reſpect being had to the Nature 2 
Ageravation of the Offence. bs 7 70 | 45527 nl 

That no Perſon convicted of any Offence mentioned in this Act, ſhall! 
allowed any Appeal. | , ny” 

But if any Children or Servants under the Age of fourteen Years, in 
be convicted of ſuch Profanation or Diſturbance, they ſhall be pun 
therefor by their Parents, Guardians or Maſters giving them due Correct 
in the Preſence of ſome Officer, if the Authority to appoint, and in no ol 
way; and if ſuch Parent, Guardian or Maſter ſhall refuſe or neglect 

ive ſuch due Correction, that every ſuch Parent, Guardian or Maſter in 
incur the Penalty of 2 Bree Sbillinge. ; 

And be it further enafted by the Autbcrity aforeſaid, That every Afſiſtant? 
this State, and every Juſtice of the Peace, within the Limits of their N 
rity, are hereby impowered and directed, when they ſhall have plain * 
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Schools. 


ä — 


;r perſonal Knowledge thereof, either with or without a written Warrant, to 
auſe all Perſons unneceſſarily travelling on the Sabbath or Lord's-Day to 
he apprehended, and to examine them, and if need be to command any Per- 
ſon or Perſons to ſeize, arreſt, and ſecure any ſuch Perſon unneceſſarily tra- 
relling on the Lord's-Day, as aforeſaid, and them to hold till Judgment may 
ve had thereon. 1 . TALE | 
And every Sheriff, Conſtable, Grand-jury-man, and Tything-man, are 
ereby impowered and directed, without Warrant, to apprehend and carry 
before the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, all Perſons tranſgreſſing ſaid 
aw, as aforeſaid. Provided they be taken upon Sight, or preſent Informa- 
jon of others, and to command all neceſſary Aſſiſtance therefor. - - - 
And it is further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That every Perſon or 


he Peace, Sheriff, Conſtable, Grand- jury- mam or Tithing-man, or neglect- 
rg to afford his utmoſt Aſſiſtance to apprehend and ſecure any Perſon tranſ- 
refſing ſaid Act as aforeſaid, ſhall be, and hereby are ſubjected to the ſame 
Pains and Penalties as by Law Perſons are ſubjected to for refuſing to aſſiſt 
heriffs and Conſtables in the Execution of their Office, 


onſtable, or indifferent Perſon ſhall receive any Warrant from lawful Au- 
5ab-hority ro apprehend any Perſon for tranſgreſſing ſaid Law, as aforeſaid, 
ey are hereby impowered and directed to purſue and apprehend ſuch Per- 
n or Perſons, any where within the limits of the Authority of the Officer 
ranting ſuch Warrant: Any Law, Ufage, or Cuſtom to the contrary not- 
thitanding, 1 


** ä * —. m——_—_ 


in Act for appointing, encouraging, and ſupporting 
Schools. | 


DE it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 

aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That every Town within this 
ate wherein there is but one Eccleſiaſtical Society, and wherein there are 
enty Houſholders, or Families, or upwards ; and every Eccleſiaſtical So- 
ty conſtituted, or that ſhall be conſtituted by the General Aſſembly of 
$ State, wherein there are the Number of ſeventy Houſholders or Fami- 
„ or upwatds, ſhall be at leaſt eleven Months in each Year conſtantly 


of tovided with, and ſhall keep and maintain one good and ſufficient School 
or w the teaching and inſtructing of Youth and Children to read and write; 
ng och School mall be ſteadily ſupplied with and kept by a Maſter ſufficient- 
fule ¶ and ſuitably qualified for that Service. eee 
tant And every ſuch Town and Society wherein there is not the ſaid Number 


leventy Houſholders or Families, ſhall be provided with, and maintain 

Chool, and a School-Maſter, as aforeſaid; for the Purpoſe aforetaid, at 

one Half of the Year annually. _ 

hall nd alfo there ſhall be a Grammar School ſet up, kept and conſtantly 
Mained in every head of County Town of the ſeveral Counties that are, 

mall be made in this State; which ſhall be ſteadily kept by ſome diſcreet 


r to U 
Ire 20 


87 1. 


union of good Converſation, and well ſkilled in and acquainted with the 
rrectoned Languages, eſpecially Greek and Latin. Ee 

10 otl"nd every fach Town and Society are hereby impowered fo appoint 
xlect EP mittees for ſuch Schools reſpectively, to take Care and ſee the ſame 


der WIN" accordingly 


une for the Encouragement and Maintenance of ſuch Schools and School. Ma- 


rs TS ? | | 
Aue 7 further enacled by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Treafurer of this 
a * ball-angually deliyer the Sum of forty /oillings upon every thouſand 


Pounds 


Perſons that ſhall refuſe to obey the command of any Aſſiſtant, Juſtice of - 


Penalty for 
ſuch as diſo- 
bey to aſſiſt, 
&c. 


And it is further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when any Sheriff, 
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School-maſt- Pounds in the Liſts of the reſpective Towns in this State, and proportionahy 


for lefſer Sums, out of the Rate of each Town, as the ſame ſhall be broygy 
into the public Treaſury by the ſeveral Conſtables, in ſuch Money, or Bil 
of Public Credit, as the Rate ſhall be paid in; out of which the ſame} 
to be taken, unto the School Committees; or for want of ſuch Committee 
to the Select- men of ſaid Towns reſpectively, to be by them diſtributed; 
the ſeveral Societies in each Town for the Benefit of their reſpective Scho 
in Proportion to the Liſts in ſaid Society. _. Fo 5 
Provided, The ſaid School- Committees or Select-men ſhall deliver ti 
Certificates, that there hath been a School kept in each of the Towns a 
Societies they deſire to take the Money out for, in the preceding Year, oli" 
cording to this Act. bY, | | 


— 1 


And whereas the ſeveral Towns and Societies in this State, which mad: u 
computed Liſts of their Polls and rateable Eſtate in the Year of Our Lord Oi 
Thouſand ſeven Hundred and Thirty-wo ; by Virtue of an Ad of this c 
made in May, One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and Thirty-three, received MF" 
their Committees reſpectively, for that Purpoſe appointed, conſiderable Mini 
or Bills of public Credit, raiſed by the Sale of certain Townſhips laid out ini"! 
weſtern Lands, then ſo called, ( for which Receipts were ' given and lodged 0 
the Secretary's Office) to be let out, and the Intereſt thereof uſed for the Supi 
of the reſpective Schools aforeſaid, for ever, and to no other Uſe. 

And whereas certain Sums of Money have likewiſe been received by the ſt 4 
ral Towns und Societies in this State, by Virtue of an Ad of this Court, ui, 
in October, One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and Seventy-four, direfing 5 


| Treaſurer to pay out of the public Treaſury to the ſeveral Towns the prin. 


Sums paid in by them as Exciſe Money, together with the Intereſt due ati: 
Time of Payment, taking a Receipt therefor, appropriating the ſame, ſolcyM'" 
the Uſe of the reſpective Schools. 


Be it therefore enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if at any Time 
the Receipt of ſaid Monies aforeſaid, or if at any Time hereafter, the 
Monies, or Intereft thereof, hath been or ſhall be, by order of ſuch To 
or Society, or the Committees choſen by them, put to, or employed for: 
other Ule than for the ſupport of a School, as aforeſaid, ſuch Sum of Ma 
received as aforefaid, ſhall be returned into the State Treaſury ; and 
Treaſurer of this State, upon Refuſal thereof, ſhall recover the ſame Sun 
Sums of ſuch Town or Society, for the Uſe of the State, 4 
And fuch Town or Society that miſapplies ſuch Money, ſhall fore ve 
the Benefit thereof. 
That where, in any Town or Society, there is not a ſufficiency of Mo 
Intereſt provided, in the Manner aforeſajd, or by charitable Donation 
Sequeſtrations, or any other Ways procured for the maintenance of a Scl 
as aforeſaid, therein, and a ſuitable School-Mafter to keep the ſame, 2 
cient Maintenance fhall be made up, the one Half by the Inhabitants of 
Town or Society, and the other Half thereof by the Parents or Maſte 
the Youth or Children that go to ſuch School; unleſs any Town or 80. 
ſhall agree otherwiſe; which they are hereby impowered to do. | 
And every ſuch Town and Sociay by their Vote, ſhall have full Po 
grant Rates for the ſupport of ſuch School, and chooſe a Collector to g 
and collect ſuch Rates. And what ſuch Town or Society ſhall agree 
and enact reſpecting the Encouragement and Support of the School a 
ſaid, among themſelves, ſhall be obligatory upon the whole Town or d 
and eyery Member therein. - CRIT ee ee 
And beit furt ber enacted and provided, That each Town and Societj, 
have full Power and Authority to divide themſelves into proper and 
fary Diſtricts for keeping their Schools, and to alter and regulate the 
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om Time to Time, as they ſhall have Occaſion z which Diſtricts ſo made; 
all draw their equal Proportion of all the public Monies appropriated for 
ke ſupport of Schools, belonging to ſuch, reſpective Towns or Societies; 
ccording to the Liſt of each reſpective Diſtrict therein. D 
Aud that the good Ends propeſed in erecting and keeping Schools, may not bt 
rated; 6 | n PER 
Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Civil Authority, 
gether with the Sele&-men in every Town, or the major. Part of them, ſhall 
nſpe&t, and they are hereby impowered and directed, as Viſitors, to viſit and 
nſpe&t the ſtate of all ſuch Schools as are by this Act appointed to be kept 
thin ſaid Towns, from Time to Time, and particularly once each quarter 
fa Year, at ſuch Time as they ſhall think proper; and enquire concetning 
he Time ſuch Schools, are kept, and into the Qualifications of the Maſters 
ſuch Schools, together with the Proficiency of the Children under their 
are: And they are to give ſuch Directions as they ſhall find needful, to 
ader ſuch Schools moſt ſerviceable for the increaſe of Knowledge; Religion 
od good Manners : And if the ſaid Inſpectors or Viſitors obſerve any ſuch 
iforders or Miſapplication of public Money, allowed for the ſupport of 
ich Schools, as will be likely to defeat the good Ends propoſed, they ſhall 
the ſame before this Aſſembly, that proper Orders therein miay be given. 


And that all Eſtates and Interefi5, granted and ſequeſtered ſor the Support of 
he Schools in this State, may be truly and properly improved for that Purpoſe ; 
Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Select- men of ſuck 
owns wherein there is but one Eccleſiaſtical Society; and the Society Com- 
itte of ſuch Societies whete there are more than One in any Town, (for the 
ime being) or a Committee by ſuch Town or Society for that Purpoſe ap- 
ited, (which Committee ſuch Town and Society are hereby impowered 
appoint) ſhall be, and they are hereby impowered and directed to take 
re of, and improve ſuch Bonds aud Monies as have been divided and ſet 
Ir to ſuch Town or Society, out of the Monies raiſed by the Sale of the 
d Townſhips, or otherways; ahd to receive ſuch, as ſhall hereafter be 
ded to them, for the Purpoſe aforeſaid; giving Receipts therefor, to be 
iced in the Secretary's Office; and of their Improvement thereof, ſhall 
m Time to Time be accountable to the Town or Society; by whom 
y are or ſhall be appointed: And ſuch Town. and. Society ſhall be ac- 
untable for the fame before this Aſſembly, when thereto required, and be 
ble to be dealt with for their. Miſuſe of the ſame, according to the Decla- 
ion before in this Act made. 4 | 3 

ind ſuch Select- men, and Committee ot Committees, are hereby autho- 
d and impowered to take and receive into their Care and Cuſtody, all 
r Eſtates, Lands, and Intereſts that have been given, granted, ſequeſtered 
do belong to ſuch Schools, or that ſhall hereafter belong thereto, for the 
port thereof; and ſhall uſe, improve, and diſpoſe of the Intereſt, Increaſe, 
f dit or Rent ariſing or coming upon any ſuch Monies, Lands or Intereſts, 
rding to the true Intent of ſuch Gift, Grant ot Sequeſtration, for the 
poke aforeſaid 3 which ſhall be difpoſed of either to the School- Maſter, 


| Pos rx gal of the School, to be by them imptoved for the ſupport 
toe Choo). "kg | e 1 

oree e that the ſaid Selef-men, Committhe or Committees may be the better ena- 
z0ol de [aid Service; | 2 


or S further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That they, the {aid Select- 
, Committee or Committees, or the major Part of them, ſhall be, and 

rte hereby authorized and impowered to leaſe all ſuch Lands and real 
, and loan ſuch Monies as do or ſhall appertain to fuch Schools, and is 
Ade given for the Uſe aforeſaid; and to commence and proſecute ſuch 
A Suits as may be neceſſary for the Recovery and obtaining ſuch Lands, 
E e 13 Monies 
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&c. to pub- 
liſh the laws, 
and ſend co- 
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printer. 


Keeper of the 


State ſeal. 


Preamble. 


Fl ; Various Articles, Matters and Things : 


An Act relating to the Secretary 8 ; Office 0k Dur — 


of the General Aſſembly; and that have Relation to ſuch, Matters and! 


, — Perſons chat have — Occaſion for the ſame. 
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* * — 
1 
% * 


Monies and other Eſtates; and to take Leaſes, Bonds, or other Securities 
to themſelves and their Succeſſors, for the uſe of ſuch Schools: Which 
Leaſes, Bonds, or other Securities the ſaid Sclect- men, Committee, or Com. 
mittees who take the ſame, ſhall have Power to ſue and recover thereon 
And in caſe of the Removal of them, or any of them, by Death or otherwiſe 
their Succeſſors in that Office or Offices, ſhall have as full Power in the Mar 
ters aforeſaid, to proſecute in their own Names, as thoſe whom they ſuccec| 
as aforeſaid, might or could do, if they had not been removed as aforcſaid 
which Bonds, Leaſes and Securities ſhall, by ſaid Select- men and Committe 
be lodged with the Clerk of ſuch Town or Society, who is directed and re; 
quired to keep an Account thereof, and hold the ſame under the Diredtia 
of the ſaid Select- men and Committees, for the Purpoſe aforeſaid ; and ſud 
Select men and Committees ſhall render. their Accounts of their Uſe and 
Improvements of ſuch Eſtate and Intereſt, unto ſuch Town and Society b 
whom they are appointed, when thereunto required. 

- Provided nevertheleſs, That this Act ſhall not extend to any Eflate for 
merly granted by any particular Perſon for the Benefit of any School 
Schools in any particular Town or Society; nor to Grants of any Intereſ 
formerly made by any Perſon to any Town or Society for the ſupport 
Schools wherein the Grantor hath committed the Care and Improvementt 
ſuch Eſtate by him given, to particular Perſons, with particular DireQioi 
for a continual Succeſſion in ſaid Truſt ; or where the General Aſſemb 
hath formerly interpoſed and committed the diſpoſition of the Profits of fi 
Eſtates to a Committee in a continual Succeſſion ; any Thing contained e. 
this Act to üs Ry eee 


I OO . WY IO PP" 


BE it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, i in General Cu. 

aſſembled, 2 by the Authority of the ſame, That the Secretary of! 
State for the Time being, ſhall have the keeping and cuſtody of the Rec 
and other public Papets that contain the Acts, Orders, Grants and Don 


fairs as are of general Concern, and are to be recorded or kept in his Offi 
And ſhall record all Acts, Orders, Grants and Reſolves made by the OF" 47 
neral Aſſembly, and give true Copies thereof when reaſonably thereut 
required: And ſhall within twenty Days after the End of every Seſlic 
the General Court, publiſh in Writing, under the common Seal of 
State, ſuch Acts, Laws, and Orders of public Concernment, as ſhall f 
Time to Time be made by the General Court, and then ſend the fam 
the Printer to the State of Connetbicut for the Time being, in Order t 
Printing the ſame to be diſperſed ny we: People of this State for i 
'better Knowledge thereof. 
And alſo the Secretary ſhall be the "ED of the Seal of this Stats 

ſhall affix it to ſuch 4 Acts, Orders, Commiſſions, Inſtruments, if 
Certificates as he is, or ſhall by Law be ordered to do, or; ſhall be deſire 


An Act to enable select men to aſſeſs the Tohabitan Ba 
the Town in ſome Caſes. © 


IF HEREAS the Laws of this State do oblige the Sen nen „ of each? 
weit bin the ſame, (at the Charge of the Town ) to provide, 40 and | 


Wherefore, to enable chem weh * 
B it enafted by the Governor, Council and N in Gene 
aſſembled, and by the re. 7 the ſame, That the Select-m 
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often as there ſhall need a fupply of Money in the Treafury of any Town, 
to provide and anſwer. any of thoſe Articles, Matters, Things or Charges by 
them to be provided or anſwered according to Law, and the Inhabitants of 
he Town at any Town-Meeting (whereat ſuch want of a Supply is made 
now to them by their Select- men) ſhall refufe or negle& to grant ſuch 
Supply ; ſhall be, and the ſaid Select- men are hereby fully authorized and 
powered to aſſeſs the ſeveral Inhabitants of their ſaid Town, and make 
Rate upon them, according to the Liſt of the Polls and rateable Eſtate of 
e ſaid Inhabitznrs, for raiſing ſuch Sum or Sums as ſhall be neceſſary for 
roviding the ſeveral Things, and anſwering the ſeveral Matters aforeſaid, or 


ccountable for according to the Act, entitled, An A for maintaining and 
upporting the Poor.” And that all ſuch Rates ſo made by the Select- men 
r the major Part of them, in any Town in this State, and delivered to the 
onſtable or Conſtables of the Town, with a Warrant annexed thereto, 
gned by the Select men or the major Part of them, and directed to the Con- 
ble or Conſtables, requiring him or them to gather the ſame (which War- 
int ſuch Select- men are hereby authorized and impowered to grant, as afore- 
id) ſhall be a ſufficient Warrant for ſuch Conſtable or Conſtables to collect 
ch Rate: And they are hereby required to obey and ſerve ſuch Warrant; 
d therein ſhall obſerve and follow the Directions of the Law relating to 
e gathering and collecting the State Rates: And when they have collected 
We {ame according to ſuch Warrant, ſhall pay the Sum or Sums collected 
the Select- men or major Part of them, or to their Order, for the Uſes 
oreſaid, and take Receipts of what they pay of Se | 
And in Caſe any ſuch Conſtable ſhall not perform the Truſt hereby com- 
ted unto him, he ſhall be accountable, and ſhall and may be proceeded 
ainſt by Diſtreſs, as is provided againſt Collectors of Rates, in the Law, 
Wiitled, © An Act for collecting and paying of Rates or Taxe. 


In Act for appointing and directing Commiſſioners of 

Sewers and Scavengers. | TAE 

HERE AS therg, are great Quantities of meadow, marſhy, and low Lands or 
Grounds belonging to ſundry Perſons in ſeveral Towns in this State, which 

ſpoiled by the overflowing of Waters: And alſo much ſwampy and unprofitable 

which might be rendered profitable by drowning and draining the ſame. 

o the Intent therefore that the Owners of ſuch Lands may be encou2 
raged and enabled ro remove ſuch Obſtructions, and dam and flow 
their Swamps, and other unprofitable Grounds, thereby to bring them 
under profitable Improvement; | 7 : 

E it enatred by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That it ſhall be in the Power 

ihe Governor and Council, tor the Time being, from Time to Time, 

dn Requeſt to them made by the major Part of the Proprietors of any ſuch 
ads, to grant Commiſſions of Sewers, to fuch and ſo many able and dif- 
Perſons, as to them ſhall ſeem meet, for the clearing and removing of 

Banks and Obſtructions of the Paſſages of the Waters in Rivers, 

Ks, Streams, or Ponds that occaſion the overflowing and drowning of 

wow, ſwampy and low Lands: And alſo for the flowing and draining 

amps and other unprofitable Grounds: And alſo for damming to 
abt the Water overflowing marſhy and flat Lands; which Commiſſi- 
ball be figned by the Governor: And by the ſaid Commiſſions, the 
iMiſioners ſhall be impowered to do the Service aforeſaid, and to em- 
Vork men and Labourers 8 reaſonable Wages as may be agreed 
e Ke 2 | on. 


tate, 
ents, 
fare 


2 — — 


the major Part of them, in the ſeveral Towns within this State, when and ſo 


ny of them; which Sum or Sums ſo raiſed the ſaid Select-men ſhall be 
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to aſſeſs the 
inhabitants 
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nies for ſup⸗ 
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on for the effecting the Premiſes : And from Time to Time to aſſeſs a0 
tax all ſuch Perſons as are Owners of ſuch low and wet Lands, towards 
fraying the Charge of the Service aforeſaid; (having Regard to each Perſy; 
uantity of Land, and Benefits to be received thereby, as equally accordi 
to their beſt Judgment as they can) and alſo to appoĩnt and ſwear a Colley 
or Collectors, for the collecting and gatheripg and paying in the ſame A 
ſeſſment to ſuch Perſons as ſhall by ſaid Commiſſioners be appointed: to re. 
ceive it; with Power to diſtrain'all ſuch Perſons as ſhall neglect or refuſen 
make Payment of his, her or their Parts or Proportion ſet and-afſela} 4 
' aforeſaid; in ſuch Manner as in the State Rates and Taxes by Law may be 
done; and to call! before themſelves the ſaid Collector or Collectors, an 
Account for his or their Betruſtment, with Reference to the Premiſes 
And the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall be ſworn to a faithful Diſcharge of th 
Truſt, and ſhall" receive ſath Salaries out of the ſaid Aſſeſſments for thei 
Time and Expences, touching the Premiſes, as the Governor and Coungi 
Mall appoint; unto whom the ſaid Commiſſioners hal be, ERIN vl n 
thereunto required. „ern ben 2 
And if any Proprietor of any ſuch Lind ſhall be Lakes or olle 
neglect to pay his, her ot their Proportion of the ſaid Rates or A ſſeſſmeni 
it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the other Proprietors concerned therein 
to pay the ſaid Aſſeſſments, and to hold the ſaid Lands of the Perſon if 
glecting or refuſing as aforeſaid, until the Profits of thoſe Perſons. Land 
-may be ſufficient to cimburlſe chem, a to the Judgment of 1 „ 
nen 0 T 
Always provided, That it ſhall be in the Libers of any Perſon en 1 
at any Procedure of the faid Commiſſioners, or of any others in Purſuane 
of this Act, to appeal or complain. onto the Governor and Council for Relid 
And forafmuch as the Diiches, Drains tand Dams made by. the Commiſſun 
"aforeſaid; will he likely to fill up, or ger out of An it will be N that il 
de frequently ſcoured ar repairedl:- Therefore, +24 
Be it furt ber enalted by the Authority af refuid, That the Proprietors of fe 
od y, wet or drained Lands, after the ſaid Commiſſioners have dammwelh 
ditched or drained: the ſame, may meet and aſſemble together from Tis 
to Time, as there ſhall be e er Meeting all be Warned 
follows, VIZ. 1 10 v2 IC 2438 li ena ss 7 
When and ſo often as any chroe "of fad Proprietorsgyſhall Jaded by 
prietors Meeting neceſſary for the Purpoſes hereafter mentioned, they n 
apply to the next Aſſiſtant or Juſticeof the Peace, who thereupon is hem 
impowered to ĩſſue fotth his Precept to ſome meet Perſon, to warn all: 
Proprietors of {ach Lands, to meet at ſuch Time and Place, and for { 
Buſineſs as ſhall be therein appointed and declared; and the Perſon 
whom ſuch Precept is directed, ſnall give Warning to all the Proprietors 
ſuch Lands, that live in the Town where the Lands lie, by reading the fu 
in their hearing, or leaving an atteſted Copy thereof at the Place of th 
uſual Abode, at leaſt three Days before ſuch Meeting: And the fad Me 
ing being ſo warned and aſſꝛmbled, ſpall be a lawtul Meeting 
And at any, and everyof ſuch Meetings, as there fhall :be Qccalon, 
faid Proprietors, by their major Votes, to be computed according 10: 
Intereſt in ſuch Lands, may chooſe a Clerk, who ſhall be ſworn to 8 
true Entries of all ſuch Votes as ſhall be paſſed in ſaid Meetings; and 
"of the Reports of the Proprietors 8 of their doing, in ſtating 
Fitting out to each Proprietor: his Part ofrfuch Dams, Ditches and Dr 
Which Committee the ſaid Proprietors are hereby impuwered to chools,* 
ſiſting of two or three Men, who me ſtate and ſet out to each Prop 
his Part or Proportion of ſuch» Dam, Ditch or Ditches; to be comp, 
and done according to his Intereſt in ſuch Lands:: Which: Comm 
2 r + Return, or Re pet) of their. Doiggs: there in, unto the 
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2 each Prvpriediry his Heirs and Aſſigns, ſhall ever alter ſufficienti) 
clear and keep open, and in Repair, his Part oh ſuch Dams, Pitches adj 

Drains, ſtared and ſet out to him as afortſaid. us J 1 

- Always provided, Fhe Proprietors. may, at any Time afierwards, eauie: a 
new Staring of the ſame; as they. ſhall ſee Occaſion. | 1. rait; 
Aid the more effeftually-to. oblige the ſaid Proprietors to do the ſame, 

5 1 is further Enadted, That the faid Proprietors ſhall be, and are hereby 
impowered to chooſe two or mort Perſons among themfelves, to be Scaven- 
pers for the clearing up or keeping in Repair ſuch Dams, Drains and Sewers: 
Which Scavengers ſhall be choſen and appointed once in two N and 
ſhall take the Oath by Law providec. 

And if any Perſon or Perſons, lawfully choſen to Gi Office of Scaveti. 
ger, ſhall refuſe or neglect to rake ſuch Oath, being required, thereunto by 
a Citation from an Aſſiſt ant or Juſtice of the Peace; ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
ball each of them pay a Fine of Twenty Shill:ngs to the Proptietors of ſuch 
Lands, to be delivered to their Committee for the Uſe of the-Proprietors : 
The ſame to be levied by Warrant from ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice. 
And the Proprietors aforeſaid, ſhall proceed to chooſe other Perſon or 
Perſons 8 in the Room of ſuch as _ refuſed as aforeſaid; and 
0 ſoties guoties. 9 ä G1 297 19 ene 

And the ſaid Scivengets ſhall, from Time to Fi diligently inſpect the 
ams, Drains and Ditches, and ſee that they are kept open, or in good Re- 
repair; and it at any Time they find them, or any Part of them filled or out 
df Repair, they ſhall forthwith give Warning therecf unto ſuch Proprietors, 
thoſe Part is deficient. that they forthwith repair and amend the ſame ; and 
f any Proprietor ſhall not within five Diys next after ſuch, Marning given, 
lear or repair the ſame ſufficiently, in the Jucgment of tho Scavengers, the 
d Scavengers are hereby impowered and appointed, forthwith to cauſe 
e ſame to be ſufficiently repaired; and the Perſon,or. Perſons to whotn it 
longs, ſhall pay double Coſt to the Scavengers for 3 the ſame; 
Tic nd in Cafe of Refuſal or negle& of Payment thereof; for the Space of ten 
ned Pays after an Account thereof preſented, and Demand thereof made; ſuch 

oct and Charges ſhall be levied by Diftreſs, and Sale of the Offender' 8 

Woods, by Warrant from an Aſſiſtant or] uſtice of the Peace. 
And tor Want of Goods or perſonal Eſtate; the Officer ſhalt deliver to 
e Scavenger, ſo much of the Lands of the Perſon deficient as; will anſ wer 
& fame, with additional Coſts; byca reaſonable Ex tent. 

Always provided, That it ary Proprietor: thinks-bimſelf. aggrieved * the 
count of the: Scavengers, he may, at bis own. Coft;; within the ſaid ten 


ad lieth, who being no ways Parties to the Controverſy, ſhall anew ap- 
aiſe the. Coſt of ſuch repairing, and the Party deficient ſhalb pay double 


Provided lfo, That when the Proprietors of {uch Lands ſhall judge that 
eclearing of ſaid. Ditches and Drains, or repairing ſaid Danis may be more 
10 and more effectually. performed in a general: Way and Manner, and 


ied by Intereſt, as -aforcſaid, vote and agree. that / the ſaid Ditches and 
tuns ſhall be cleared, or- ſaid Dams repaired ar the public Charge of che 
oprietors, then the ſaid Commiſſioners of Sewers ſhall, and they are 
by impowered, to employ Perſons to do the ſame, and to aſſelſs the 
'prietors! therefor, and. levy the fame in the ſame Manner as they are 
thiz- AR! enabled to do 'in:the firſt making, of ſaid Dams; Dirches, and 
ang ; any; Thing in this. Act contained to the contrary .noowichſtanding, 
dag be ic further enacted by the n afereſaid, That if kes lag. or 
erſons, 


ys, make Application. to the Sclect- men of the ſame Town wherein the 


lt according to their App praiſement, to be recovered as aforeſad. 


| thereupon i in any 'of their-lawful Meetings, by their major Vote, com- bs 
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incumbring 
drains, &c. 
common nu- 
ſance, 


Owners of 
ſheep to 
meet, &c. 


To chooſe a 
clerk; &c. 


4 


Sheep at 
large, &c. li- 
able to be im- 
pounded. 


No perſon to 
turn a flock 
of more than 
50 ſheep on 
the common 
with a*keep- 
er. 


Rams re- 
ſtrained. 
Dogs de- 
ſtroyed. 


Who to order 
dogs to be 
killed. 


Perſons, without Liberty of the Proprietors firſt bad or obtained, ſhall 


— 


any Fence, Hedge, or other Incumbrance, on the Bank of ſuch Drain g 
Drains, to the annoyance and incumbrance of it, or to make the clearing yg 
and keeping the ſame in good Repair more difficult, it ſhall be lawful fy 
the Scavengers to remove the ſame as a common Nuſance. * 


1 4 


An Act for ordering, reſtraining, and preſerving Sheep 


BE it enalled by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Gd 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame,. That the Owaers of $ 
in any Town in this State, or the major Part of them, ſhall be allowed an 
impowered, and they are hereby allowed and impowered to meet togethg 
within their Limits, as often as there ſhall be Occaſion ; and in ſuch the 
Meetings to order that the Sheep in ſuch Town ſhall be put together in 
Flock or Flocks annually, for ſuch Time and Seaſon of the Lear as they 

ſhall decermine. . | f 1 I 
And the Owners of the Sheep of every ſuch Flock, are impowered g 
meet together in their Limits, and in ſuch Meeting by their major Vox 
according to their Intereſt, to be computed according to the number of Shes 
each Voter hath, to chooſe their Clerk, who ſhall be ſworn to make true EN 
tries of all ſuch Votes and Acts as ſhall be made by ſaid Owners of Sheep; 
And alſo to chooſe Sheep-Maſters for the hiring of a Shepherd, and letting 
out the Flock to fold, and for other prudential Affairs relating to the Flock] 
And alſo to make Orders for the warnings of their Meetings, and all necek 
ſary Orders proper for the better managing their Flock, reſtraining Ram 
from going at Large within their Limits, and ſecuring the Flock from being 
deſtroyed by Dogs. . a 
And if any Sheep ſhall go at Large on the Common without a Keeper 
in any Town. im this State, ſuch Sheep may be taken up and impounded hij 
any Perſon finding the ſame ; unleſs any Town ſhall agree and order to th 
contrary within their own Precincts, reſpecting their Sheep. 8 
And whereas it is prafliced in ſome of the Towns in this State, by ſome pat 
ticular Inhabitants, to turn large Flocks of Sheep on the Highways, with a Ref 
and thereby eat up and defrvy the Herbage therein, to the great Detriment of A 
poor Iubabitants of ſuch Towns: Which to prevent: 1 
Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no particular Perſon! 
any Town in this State, ſhall for the future, turn any Flock of Sheep dl 
the Highways with a Keeper, of \more than Fifty, to eat up and conlum 
the Herbage therein, without Liberty firſt had and obtained from fud 
Town, or the Proprietors ghereof, on Pain that every Offender ſhall forſe 
and pay the Sum of Twenty Shillings for every ſuch Offence, to him or tne 
who will ſue for and proſecute theſame to effect. „ 
. And it is further Enatted, That every Town that does not agree to h 
any Flock, ſhall have the ſame Power to make Acts relating to the reſtrainil 
of Rams and ſecuring the Sheep from being deſtroyed by Dogs, as the O 
ers of Sheep have that live within the Limits of any Flock, as aforeſaid 
And no Damage ſhall be recovered againſt any Perſon for killing any V% 
or Dogs, according to the Orders of ſuch Town or Owners of any Flock 
And the more effefually to prevent Miſchief being done by Dogs to Shety ® 
OE 2 e tubes aennd Ss 
Be it further enalted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when any Perſon 
Perſons living in any Town in this State, ſhall complain to any one of 8 
Sele&-men 1 ſuch Town, of Damages done among Sheep or Cattle, by tt 
being worried, wounded or killed by Dogs in the Woods or elſewhele! 
ſuch Town; or ſhall complain thereof to any one of the Sheep - maten ; 
the Flock, within the Limits whereof ſuch Miſchief is done, and ſhall wy 
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fich Select · men or Sheep-maſter what, and whoſe Dog or Dogs they ſuſpect 
did ſaid Miſchiet, fuck. Select- man or Sheep-matter ſhall conſider what ſuch 
Complainant ſhall offer, and any other Matters he ſhall think proper to con- 
yince him of the reaſonableneſs or unreaſonableneſs of fuch Suſpicion, and if 
he be ſatisfied there is great Reaſon for Suſpicion that the Dog or Dogs com- 
lained of have done the {aid Miſchief, ſuch Sele&t-man or Sheep-maſter 
ſhall give Sentence that ſuch Dog or Dogs ſhall be killed : After which it 
ſhall be lawful for any Perſon or Perſons to kill ſuch Dog or Dogs. 
And if after ſuch Sentence given (ſuch Dog or Dogs not being killed) ſuch 
Miſchief ſhall again be done by Dogs, the Owner of ſuch Sheep or Cattle 
worried, wounded or killed by Dogs, ſhall recover all his Damages againſt 
the Owner or Owners of ſuch Dog or Dogs ſentenced to be killed as afore- 
fad ; unleſs upon Trial the Owner or Owners of ſuch Dog or Dogs ſhall 
fatisfy the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice before whom the Trial is, that the 
Parhages were not done by his or their Dog or Dogs ſentenced as aforeſaid, 
Always N That the Owner or Owners of ſuch Dog or Dogs, be 
hotified of the Sentence aforeſaid, before the Damage ſued for, was done: 
And that no Proſecut on by virtue of this Act, for ſuch Damages, be made 
After four Days from the Time ſuch Damages are done. 
And whereas ſome Perſons of evil Fame, ſimetimes uſe Means to conceal the 
Marks of Sheep and other Creatures they kill and dreſs, which gives great Suſpi- 
gon of #beir feloniouſly having taken the ſame, to the great Damage of the Owners, 
F hich to prevent : 5 WG 
Be it further enacted by the Autherity aforeſaid, That whenſoever any Perſon 
ſhall be found killing or dreſſing any Sheep, Cattle or Swine, and iþall wil- 
fully deface any of the Marks, whether natural or artificial, of ſuch Creature, 
deſignedly to conceal the ſame ; or ſhall refuſe to expoſe them to the View of 
ny credible Perſon when requeſted thereunto in every ſuch Caſe the Con- 
ables and Grand- jurors in the Town where ſuch Creature ſhall be ſo killed, 
and the Marks thereof, ſo as aforeſaid concealed, upon credible Information 
tereof, ſhall, and they are required to make Preſentment of ſuch Offence 
d ſore Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, who may cauſe ſuch ſuſ- 
tected Perſon to be brought before him or them; and if upon Examination 
Ich ſuſpected Perſon ſhall not ſhew to the ſatisfaction of ſuch Authority, 
hat he did not kill ſuch Creature, (and wilfully deface or conceal the Marks 
hereof as aforeſaid) or that he had good Right ſo to do, he ſhall be adjudged 
ulty of feloniouſly taking the ſame, and ſhall pay to the Treaſurer of the 
Loan where ſuch Offence is committed, treble the Value of ſuch Creature 
dFilled, beſides ſuch Fine as the ſaid Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice ſhall ot- 
1 08 exceeding Twenty Shillings, or be publicly whipped, not exceeding 
teen Stripes. 5 3 1 
And "far Perſon ſhall within one Year after ſuch Conviction, make it 
Ippear to the Satisfaction of the ſaid Authority, that ke was the true and law- 
Ser of ſuch Creature ſo killed, he ſhall receive of ſaid Treaſurer, by 
order of ſaid Authority, the three- fold Damages, adjudged as aforeſaid. 


93 - 
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WAG for appointing of Sheriffs, and for impowering 
and regulating them in the Execution of their Office, 
DE it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
gem bled, and by the Authority of the ſane, That there ſhall be a Sheriff, du- 
Lualified to execute the Sheriff's Office in each of the Counties in this State, 
dhall from Time to Time, as there ſhall be Occaſion, be appointed by, 
come bound before the Governor and Council, with two ſufficient 
„ Freeholders in this State, by a Recognizance in the Sum of One 
Ward Pounds, to the Treaſurer of the State, for the faithful Admioiſtra- 
een A Mn ne We Up Os Te, Wd ig 
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tion and Diſcharge of ſaid Office, and for anſwering all ſuch Damages g 
any Perſon or Perſons ſhall ſuſtain by any Unfaithfulneſs or Neglect in the 
| ſame : And before he executes ſaid Office ſhall take before the Governor, 
Oath teguir- in his Abſence the Lieutenant- Governor, the Oath by Law requited toy 
ed. taken by ſuch as execute the ſaid Office; who ſhall thereupon receives 
Warrznt or Commiſſion from the Governor, or ia his Abſence the Lieut 
nant-Governor, expreſſing him to be qualified as aforeſaid, authorizing ar 
impowering him to execute the ſaid Office, And every Perſon being ſo ap 
pointed, qualified and impowered, ſhall be accounted, lawful Sheriff of th 
County for which he is appointed; and ſhall have full Power and Avthoriy 
to ſerve and execute all lawful Writs within their reſpective Counties h 
IS them directed, coming from lawful Authority: And ſhall have and exec 
Sheriſfs pow- the Power and Office of Water-Bailiffs ; which is hereby annexed to the 
* Sheriffs Office- 1 — | | 
And alſo ſhall have full Power within their reſpective Counties, to conſery 
To cc the Peace, and to ſuppreſs with Force and ſtrong Hand, when the neceſiſ 
the peace & Of the Caſe ſhall fo require, all Tumuſts, Riots, Routs and other unlayfd 
ſappreſs riots Aſſemblies; and to apprehend without Warrant, all ſuch as they ſhall find 
Ec. ſo, as aforeſaid, appearing in Diſturbance of the Peace, and cauſe themy 
appear before the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace; who may, as the 
Cale after Examination thereinto ſhall require, bind over ſuch Offenders 
the next County Court in that County wherein the Offence is committed 
which Court upon Conviction of ſuch Offenders of the Breach of the Peach 
in any of the Kinds aforeſaid, ſhall puniſh them, and every of them, by Fin 
l or Impriſonment, at their Diſcretion, as the Nature af the Offence ſhall cequy 
; Thar the Sheriffs aforeſaid, ſhall have full Power, at their Diſcretion, 
1 5 cdWommand ſuch Aſſiſtanceof ſuitable Perſons within their reſpective Countig 
To command ag they ſhall judge need ful, to aſſiſt them in the Execution of their Officy 
2 in every Branch thereof: And whoſoever being of Age and Ability, al 
being ſo commanded, ſhall neglect or refuſe to affiſt any Sheriff in the EN 
cution of his Office, according to his Ability, and be thereof convicted! 
pi the County Court of that County, ſhall pay a Fine not exceeding Ten Pu 
; 92180 to the Treaſurer of ſaid County, and the Charges of Proſecution, 
| | And each and every Conſtable in this State ſhall, within their reſped 
Oonſtables Towns have Power equal to what is hereby given to Sheriffs in their R 
like power. ſpective Counties. x Ok | . 
And in caſe great Oppoſition ſhall be made againſt any Sheriff, in exed 
ting of lawful Writs, figned by lawful Authority, or in ſer̃ving other law 
Writs and Proceſſes, ſigned as aforeſaid, or in cafe there be a Suſpicion bil 
To raiſe mi- ſuch great Oppoſition will be made, ſuch Sheriff is hereby authorized, 
"= in caſe, and with the Advice of one Aſſiſtant and a Juſtice of the Peace, and of ful 
i other Aſſiſtants and Juſtices preſent, in caſe more are preſent, to raiſe 
Militia of the County, or ſo many of them as they ſhall judge needful 
the removing all Oppoſition out of the Way ; and ſhall proceed the 
and be indemnified as is provided by the Law, entitled, An Act for prev 
ing and puniſhing Riots and Rioters. 4 
Nilita to „ And all Mihtary Officers and Soldiers are hereby commanded to J 
obey, Obedience to the Sheriff's Commands in ſuch Caſes, on the Pains and B 
nalties hereafter mentioned. | 
And the Sheriffs ſhall not Return that they cannot do Execution. 
That if any Commiſſion Officer, or any Soldier ſhall neglect or refuſe 
obey the Command of the Sheriff, under the Regulation aforeſaid, a0. 
thereof convicted before the County Court, ſuch Officer ſhall pay 3 f 
not exceeding Twenty Pounds, and every ſuch Soldier ſhall pay a Fine 
Penalty for Exceeding Three Pounds; and the Charges which ſhall ariſe, and Dang 
refuſing to which ſhall be ſuſtained upon ſuch an Occaſion, ſhall be paid and Fe 
obey iherifls. out of the Eſtates of him or them who are the Occaſion of it: And 1 
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no Eſtate, or not ſufficient to anſwer the ſaid Charges and Damages, can be 
Found, it ſhall be paid and ſatisfied out of the County Treaſury where ſuch 
Caſe ſhall happen. FRA = | 1 
And the Sheriff is hereby authorized to ſeize and diſpoſe of a ſufficiency 
of the Offender's Eſtate, if to be found, to anſwer the Charges and Damages 
foreſaid. = 1 | 
And the Wages of ſuch Officers, Soldiers, and other Perſons commanded 
o the Aſſiſtance of the Sheriff, ſhall be Five Shillings per Diem for Captain, 
Three Shillings for a Lieutenant, and Two Sbillings for each Centinel, and 
other Perſons imployed in ſuch Service, nen 
And the more effetually to oblige Sheriffs and Conſtables to perform the Services 
their Offices, and the better to regulate them therein; | 885 
He it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That Sheriffs and Conſta- 
bles ſhall receive all manner of Writs, in any Place and at all Times within 


them, and ſhall execute the ſame, and make return thereof according to 
the Directions therein given. 8 2 
And any Perſon may demand of the Sheriff or Conſtable to whom he 
delivers any Writ, to give a Receipt thereof under his Hand, wherein the 
Names of the Parties, the Sum or Thing in Demand, the Date of the Writ, 
ad of its Delivery ſhall be contained, without taking any Thing therefor : 
And on his Refuſal, others preſent may ſer to their Hands as Witnefles to 
luch Delivery, * ws on 
And if ſuch Sheriff or Conſtable ſhall not execute the Writ, or fhall 
eglect to make Return thereof, or ſhall make a falſe or urdue Return; on 
Complaiat thereof made to the Court or Juſtice, to which it was made 
teturnable, the Court or Juſtice may enquire thereof, by the Evidence pro- 
duced, and if he be found in Default, the Court or Juſtice may ſet a ſuitable 
ine upon him, and award Darnages to the Party aggrieved, having reſpect 
Into the Quantity and Quality of the Action, and the Peril that might have 
lappened unto him by the Delay which he ſuffered - 
Which Proceſs againſt fuch Sheriff or Conſtable ſhall be ſerved at leaſt 
Puteen Days before the ſitting of the Court wherein it is to be tried. 
And that: whenſoever any Sheriff or Conſtable ſhall be ſued for not exe. 
ung any Writ of Execution, delivered to him to be executed, there ſhall 
Appeal allowed in any fuck Cafe, e. 
Provided, A Receipt in Writing be demanded or received of ſuch Officer 
r ſuch- Writ of Execution at the Time of the Delivery thereof, as is 
rein before provide. 3 Ry pt oro 
"Provided alſo, That if ſuch Officer ſhall be complained of, or ſued before 
a Aſfiſtant or Juftice of the Peace, for not executing, or for making a' 
Ke or undue Return of any Writ of Execution granted by ſuch Aſſiſtant 
Juſtice, on a Judgment for more than Forty Shillings, founded on the 
nteſſion of the Debtor ; either of the Parties in ſuch Complaint or Suit 
Bit have Liberty of an Appeal from the Judgment of ſuch Aſſiſtant or 
alice, to the next County Court in the ſame County; any Fhing before 
| this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


Brit further enatfted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the reſpective Sheriffs 
eonſtitute and impower Deputies to act under them; provided however. 
the number of Deputy-Sheriffs, acting under the reſpective Sheriffs of 
eral Counties reſpectively at the ſame Time, hall be, and the fame is 
oz limited as follows, namely: For the County of Hartford not more 
Twelve; for the County of New- Hauen not more than Eight; for 
County of Neu- London not more than Six; for the County of Fairfield 
ore than Six; for the County of Vindbam not more than Six; for 
Mouny of Litchfield Tf Tis Eight. | 


Provided | 


ir Counties or Precincts, when and whereſoever they fhall be tendered to 
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1 Ad T. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That the Sheriffs of their reſpective Counties, ſhaj 
have Liberty on ſpecial Occaſions, to depute any meet Perfon to ſerve a 
exec ute any particular Writ or Proceſs ; which Deputation ſhall a 
entered on the Back of ſaid Writ or Proceſs; any Thing in this Act to t 
contrary notwithſtanding. | 4, 18 * 
Andit is further enafled, That no Perſon ſhall be allowed to ſerve x 
Deputy-Sheriff, within this State. until he take the Oarh by Law preſcribe 
for Deputy-Sheriffs, in the Table of Oaths. Provided nevertheleſs, Tha 
when any Perſon ſhall be deputed on ſome ſpecial Occaſion, as aforeſaid, u 
ſerve a particular Writ, and after the Service thereof ſhall make Oath befor 
an: Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, that he faithfully and truly ſerved ths 
ſame, according to his Indorſement thereon, and that he did not fill up th 


ſaid Writ, nor give any Direction to any Perſon to fill up the ſame: Ang 


Proviſo- 


"Writs to as 


bate, &c. 


Travelling 
fees no more 
than aQual 
travel. 


On ſheriffs 


ſuit on re- 
ceipt. 


No appeal. | 


Writs filled 
up by ſheriffs 


Ec. to abate, 


unleſs, &c. 


preamble. 


ſuch Oath. being indorſed on the ſaid Writ, or properly certified by the Ay. 
thority adminiſtering the ſame, the Service thereof ſhall be good and yz 
lid; any. Thing in this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
Provided alſo, That this Act ſhall not extend to prohibit the Sheriffs, i 
their reſpective Counties, of deputing each other to ſerve as Deputies i 
their reſpective Counties. ; . „ 

And be it further enadted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Writs aud 
Proceſſes that ſhall be ſerved or executed by avy Deputy. Sheriff, not qu 
fied as aforeſaid, {hall be void and abate, | | | 


1 


And that no Deputy-Sheriff ſhall be allowed any more Fees for Tran 
to ſerve and return any Writ or Execution than he doth actually travel u 


- ſerve and return the ſame ; any Uſage or Cuſtom to the contrary not 


withſtanding, _ C {a * 

And that vhenevet any Sheriff or Conſtable, by Virtue of any Writ d 
Execution, ſhall ſeize any Goods or Chattels to anſwer and ſatisfy ſuch Ex 
ecution, and any Perſon ſhall appear to receive ſuch Good and Chattels in 
to his Care, and ſhall give to ſuch Officer a Writing well executed by ſuc 
Perſon, therein expreſling the Receipt of ſuch Gobds and Chattels, and 
thereby promiſing to re-deliver.the ſame to ſuch Officer, and ſhall fail d 
performing accordingly, and any Action ſhall be brought by ſuch Sheri 
or Conſtable, there ſhall be no. Appeal in ſuch Caſe allowed or granted. 


Aud be it further enafted hy the Authority aforeſaid, That no Sheriff, Under 
Sheriff, Sheriff's Deputy, or Conſtable ſhall be allowed to draw or fill u 


any Writ, Proceſs or Declaration in any Cale whatſoever; nor appear | 
any Court as. Attorney for and in Behalf of any other Perſon or Perſon 
whatever. z n l 
And if it ſhall appear in any Caſe, that the Writ, Proceſs, or Declarati 
was drawn or filled up by any Sheriff, Sheriff*s Deputy, or Conſtable (tht 
owti Caſes only excepted) the ſame ſhall abate, and be diſmiſſed ; a 
Law, Uſage, or Cuſtom to-the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding, 


An Act for regulating and inſpecting the Building q 


Ships and other Veſſels. | 


FOR MUCH as the Building of Ships and other Veſſels, is or may be ab 
fineſs of great Importance in this State; it is neceſſary that ſome ſuital 


8 Proviſion be made, that effectual Care be taken for the well performing the jam 


Surveyors to 
be appointed 
befote plank- 


ing. 


Therefore, I 

E it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Ci 
| aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when and ſo of: 
any Ship or Veſſel of twenty Tons or upwards is to be built or ſe: up i 
Town or Place within this State, before any Plank be brought on, the Buil 
or Owner ſhall repair to one of the next Aſſiſtants, or Tultices of the Fes 
vit hin the ſame County, who upon Requeſt made, is hereby impowe” 
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appoint and authorize one or more able Ship-wrights to be Overſcers and 
Surveyors of the ſaid Building, and of all the Materials and Workmanſh'p 
in and about the ſame, from Time to Time, as often as the Builder or Owner 
ſees Cauſe to call them thereto : who are to take Care that all the Materials 
be ſound, ſufficient, and ſuitable for the Occaſion, and that the Work be 
one and pertormed ſtrong, ſubſtantial, and according to the Rules of the 
oh Ship-wrights Ait. eee eee 
And to direct, and they are hereby impowered to order and direct, that all 
inſufficient, defective Timber, Plank, and other Materials, and Work man- 
ſhip be taken out and amended, No Timber or Plank of Oak to be al- 
lowed, other than White-Oak or Rock-Oak, (except for the Deck and Ciel- 


ing of ſuch Ship or Veſſcl.) 


* — „ 
„„ 


ferenc, between the Carpenter and the Owner or Owners. 1 

That if any Builder or Carpenter upon Advice, Order and Direction of 
ſuch Surveyor or Surveyors, ſhall neglect or refuſe to reform and amend 
what is judged to be defective or amils in any Materials or Workmanſhip 
every ſuch Builder or Carpenter ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of Five $5:1- 
lings per Diem to the Treaſurer of that Town where ſuch Veſſel ſhall be in 
building, until ſuch Defects, Inſufficiencies, and Miſ-doings thall be amend- 
ed, being convicted of ſuch Refutal or Neglect before any one Aſſiſtant or 
Juſtice of the Peace; unleſs ſuch Authority, on hearing of the Bui'der or 
Carpenter, ſhall fee Cauſe to allow him ſome farther reaſonable Time for 
doing the ſame after which the Forfeiture to be as aforeſaid... 

And if any Builder or Carpenter ſhall bring to, and faſten any Plank 
 Mupon any Ship or Veſſel of the Burden aforeſaid, before a Warrant of Sur- 
Oey be obtained, as aforeſaid, and the Surveyor or Surveyors have been to 
fü the Frame; every ſuch Builder or Carpenter offendiog herein, ſhall 
: forfeit and pay the Sum of Ten Pounds; one Moiety thereof to the Treaſurer 


| 1 ff the State, and the other Moiety to him or them that ſhall ſue for and 
„ Al. 


ail d 
herll 
ed 


and 
Jus 


ave 
el to 
not 
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proſecute the ſame to Effect, by Bill, Plaint or Information in any of the 

ourts of Record in this State. VVV 
And that when any Surveyor or Surveyors are called to ſurvey the 
ork or Materials, in Manner aforeſaid, they ſhall have for their Care and 


-y Pains, and Attendance when called Three Shillings for every Survey ; Which 
fill vf harge of Surveying ſhall be born by the Builder when he is defective, but 
or he is not in Fault, then by the Owner or Owners; and in Caſe of Travel 


put of Town, the Surveyors to be further allowed for their Travel and 
cliary Charges. | | ' | 


An Act providing in Caſe of Sickneſs. _ 
E it enafied by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
afſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That for preventing the 
preading of Infection, when it ſhall happen that any Perſon or Perſons 
ming from Abroad, or from any Town or Place within this State, are 
ited, or have lately been viſited with the Small-Pox, or other contageous 
ckneſs, or that may juſtly be fuſpected to have taken the Infection of any 
ch Diſeaſe, which Infection may probably be communicated to others; 
Select- men of ſuch Town in which ſuch Perſons viſited with ſuch Sick- 
is, or ſaſpected to be infected with ſuch Diſeaſe are, ſhall, and they are 
by impawered, by Warrant from two Affiſtants or Juſtices of the Peace, 
or want of two by any one, to take Care and make effectual Proviſion 
the beſt Manner they can, for the Preſervation of the Inhabitants from 
E Infection, by removing and placing ſuch ſick or infected Perſon or Per- 
Ws Wand in a ſeparate Houſe or Houſes ; and alſo to take Care of the 
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Which Surveyors ſo appointed, ſhall be ſworn to be faithful and ind'f. 
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lick and infected Perſons; by providing of Nurſes, Tendance and orb 
Aſſiſtance and Neceſſaries for them, if need be, all at the Charge of th 
Parties themſelves; their Parents or Maſters, (if able) otherwiſe at th 
Charge of the Town or Place whereto they belong. | | 
Accounts to The Accounts to be adjuſted by the Authority who granted the Wy. 
be adjuſted, rants : The Money to be levied by Diſtreſs, ſigned by ſuch Authority. 
w__ . That in Caſe it happen that any Perſon or Perſons be viſited with ah 
perſons vitem Kind of Sickneſs, (whether of an infectious Nature or not) in any othe 
ed with fick- To vn or Place than that whereunto they belong, and by that Means oc 
neſs in any ſion a Charge to ſuch Town, the Select-men of ſuch Town ſhall lay dhe 
other town Account thereof before the County Court of that County wherein ſu 
8 Town is to which fuch Perſon or Perſons belong ; which Court havity 
1 &c, adjuſted the Accounts of ſuch Charge, and allowed the fame, or ſo 'mug 
thereof as they ſhall judge juſt and reaſonable, ſhall order Payment thereoty 
be made by the Treaſurer of ſuch Lon, or in Want of ſuch Treaſurer hy 
the Select- men of the ſame, and award Execution accordingly (when the ſi 
Court ſhall judge that the Perſons themſelves, their Parents or Maſters, 
other Relations which by Law are obliged to ſupport them in caſe of Neel; 
are not able to make Payment.) F rag = 
Town to re- And in caſe of the Death of the Perſon who ſhould have ſtood char 
cover the with the Debt, the Town ſhall recover the ſame of the Executors or Adm. 
charges, &c. niſtrators of the Deceaſed, and for the want of Aſſets in their Hands, of H 
' Heirs, if any be. | EE np 44 OB beds Th | e 
When ths And when it ſhall happen any ſuch ſick and indigent Perſons prove not 
ſick is not an be Inhabitants of this State, or belong not to any Town or Place withi 
e eee this State, and are not by Law the proper Charge thereof, or of any patt 
charges to be Cular Perſon, and need Relief, then the Charge of ſuch Perſon's Sicknil 
paid gut of ſhall be defrayed out of the public Treaſury of the State, by order of Wu 
* ſtats trea- Governor and Council: The Account of ſuch Charge being fitſt laid b 
a J %% E 
That whenſoe ver it ſhall be neceſſary, for the taking care of the ſick; a 
two Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices of the Peace, or one in caſe two' cannot be ler 
Sick how to in the ſame Town where the Occaſion ſhall happen, may make out a WW 
be.taken care rant directed to the Sheriff of the County, his Deputy, or Conſtables of e 
of, &c. Town, requiring them, or any of them, in the Name of this State, (wi 
the Advice and Direction of the Sele&-men of the faid Town) to impier 
and take up convenient Houſe or Houſes, Lodging, Nurſes, Tendance M. 
| | * Other Neceſſaries for the accommodation of the Sick. 
Nurſes and That if any Town or Place - viſited with Sickneſs,” as aforeſaid, be 
88 Danger of Suffering for want of ſuitable Nurſes or Tenders, which canta 
by 8 ir be procured in the ſame Fown, then a Warrant ſhall be granted by the A. 
neceſſary, &c thority aforeſaid, at their Diſcretion, for the impreſſing any meet Perſon 
Perſons, and other Neceſſaries, out of any other Towns. J 
That if any Perſon or Perſons, Seamen or Paſſengers belonging th, 
4 tranſported in any Ship or Veſſel, arriving at any Port or Harbour w 
_ Perſons, &c. this State, happen to be viſited with the Small-Pox,or other contagious 
e from neſs during the Voyage, or come from any Place where ſuch Sickneſs per 
Places, Ke. and is common: or if any Perſon whatſoever ſhall come from any Tow 
Place, either in this, or any neighbouring Government where any ſuch 
how to be fectious Diſeaſe doth prevail or hath lately prevailed or when any Fel 
4p mo or Family may be juſtly ſuſpected and feared to have taken the Infect 
: any fuch-like contagious Sickneſs, it ſhall be in the Power of the Sel&® 
of the Town to order ſuch Perſon or Perſons, or Family, to Confinen® 
' ſuch Veſſel, and ſuch Place as they ſhall think proper; or in fuch Hoo 
Place, and for ſo long a Time as they ſhall think moſt convenient and | 
and if Need ſo require, upon their Application to one Aſſiſtant, or Ju 
of the Peace, or more if readily to be come at, he or they may, and _ 
| | | _ 


r "Os 


wy —— 2 — —_— —— — 


. A 
9 * . "s_ 


Hers ind baws. 


2 — . — — 
r —— 
= * — — 
©. 


Sickneſs; 


- --” * 4 <<» 


. 
— — r — 


n 


authorized to make out a Warrant to the Sheriff or Conſtable aforeſaid; ar 
jn want of ſuch Officers, or for any other ſpecial Reaſon, to ſome other 
ſuitable Perſon, (who is accordingly hereby impowered with the ſame Au- 
chorities, and required upon the tame Penalties as the proper Officers are 
inveſted with, and liable to) both for the remanding ſuch Perſons on Board 
again, and confining them to the Places aſſigned them on Board or on the 
Shore; and alſo for preventing Perſons coming to, or going from them 
e / „ 
That in caſe the Diſtreſs and Difficulties ſhall be ſo great in any Place 
or Places, that any further Proviſion ſhall be found neceſſary than is in this 
Af provided, upon Application to the Governor or Commander in Chief 
for the Time being, he is hereby impowered to make and give ſuch further 
Orders and Directions therein, with the Advice and Conſent of his Council, 
as they ſhall think fit, for the preventing the ſpreading of ſuch Infection, or 
any Thing relating thereto, _ V 
That if any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever ſhall willingly tranſgreſs againſt 
any Rule or Method made by this Act, or provided by Virtue thereof, to 
prevent the ſpreading of ſuch Diſcaſcs, whether by refuſing to nurſe or tend 
ſuch ſick Perſon ; or by reſorting to any iuch fick Perfons, or to the Places 
where they are; or ſhall (without Licence firſt had and obtained, from an 
Aſſiſtant, Juſtice of the Peace, or Select- men) come on Shore from ſuch 
Ship or Veſſel; or go from any other infected Place where they are confined 
as aforeſaid ; or being appointed to tend or be with ſuch fick Perſons, ſhall 
dare to go abroad from the Houſes where ſuch ſick Perſons are kept, and go 
Into any other Houſe or Company, every ſuch Perſon tranſgreſſing as afore- 
faid, mall incur a Penalty or Fine to the Town Treaſurer where any ſuch 
Offence ſhall be committed, as the County Court of that County wherein 
ſuch Town is, ſhall judge meet ; not exceeding the Sum of Eight Pounds. 
That if any Perſon or Perſons being impreſſed as aforeſaid, to nurſe or 
end, ſhall neglect or refuſe to enter upon the ſaid Service, that it ſhall be 
lawful for the Authority who granted the Warrant by which ſuch Perſon 
dr Perſons were impreſſed, (if ſufficient Excuſe to ſuch Authority ſatisfying 
be not ſhewn) to commit him, her, or them, ſo neglecting or refuſing, to the 
omtnon Goal of the County wherein the Caſe happens, there to remain at 
his, her, or their own Charge, till he, ſhe or they better conform themſelves, 
Ir the Occaſion of their Impreſſing ſhall be over, and fignified by ſuch 


Releaſe. 3 F eee. 
That when and ſo often as it ſhall happen, that any Perſon in any Houſe, 
Family, or Veſſel in any Townſhip, Harbour or Road within this State, 
hall be taken ſick, and do fear and fuſpe& it to be the Small-Pox, or 
ter contageous Sickneſs, as aforeſaid, it ſhall be the Duty of the Head of 
uch Family, or Mafter of the Veſſel, immediately to put forth à Signal, viz. 
t every ſuch Houſe a white Cloth of two Feet ſquare or larger, extended 
N 4 Staff or Pole at leaſt ten Feet high, by the Houſe, between the Houſe 


me hoiſted on the Shrouds. | F Eg 2s ens. 

Which Signal hall be fo continued till by order of a Juſtice, or the 
lock. men of the Town they all be diſcharged therefrom. | 
„And on Failure hereof the Head of ſuch Family, or Maſter of ſuch 
ſeſſel, on Conviction thereof before the County Court in the County 


Wall judge proper; not exceeding Twelve Pounds. 


wy break out, to prevent the ſpreading thereof, all Owners of Dogs ſhall 


WW their Dogs or cauſe them to be killed; and in Neglect thereof, it 
fal de lawful· for any Perſon to kill che ſaid Dogs. F 
oy To ; 


\uthority under his or their Hand to the Keeper of the Gaol for their 


ad that in every Town and Place where any ſuch infeRious Diſeaſe 
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When & what 
Agnals to be 


d the Street or Highway : And on Board a Veſſel the Signal ſhall be the - 


To continue 
until, &c. 


Penalty. 
here ſuch Omiffion ſhall be, ſhall incur ſuch Penalty as the ſaid Courc 
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2 30 Sickneſs. 

Goods, & . Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon ky 
— 8 bring into any Town in this State, either by Land or Water, from any Ply 


ces, not to be 
landed, &c. 
without leave 
&c. on pen- 
alty of 20l. 


Select men's 
duty; &c. 


Duty of maſt- 
ers of veſſels, 
&c. to make 
teport, &c. 
in 12 hours. 


Paſſengers xc 
not to go on 
ſhore. 


Inoculation 
not to be per- 
mitted with- 
out certificate 
of the conſent 
of civil au- 
therity, &c. 


Approbation 
of the town to 
be previouſly 
had, &c. 


obtained in, Writing under their Hands, ſuch Perſons ſhall forfeit the du 


for the Space of twelve Hours after his Arrival as aforeſaid, neglect to gi 


like Method, without firſt obtaining a Certificate from the major Fa! 


infected with the Small- Pox or any other mortal or contageous Diſeaſe, ay 
Goods, Wares or Merchandize, and land them or expoſe them to Sale wit, 
out Liberty from two or more of the Select- men of ſaid Town firſt had x 


of Twenty Pounds lawful Money; one Half of ſaid Penalty to the Informy 
who {hall proſecute the ſame to effect, the other Half to the Treaſury d 
the Town in which ſuch Goods are landed or expoſed to ſale. 

Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be the Dy 
of the Select. nen, upon Application to them made, to make ſpeedy Exam 
nation whether it be neceſſary to air ſuch Goods, Wares, or Merthanda 
brought in as aforeſaid ; and if they judge it not neceſſary to air thery, th 
ſhall then give a Certificate to the Perſon or Perſons applying therefor, a 
Liberty to Land and fell the ſame. And whenſoever any Goods, Wares 
Merchandize brought in as aforeſaid, and are ſuitably aired, ſaid Select. m 
ſhal} give a Certificate thereof to the Perſon whoſe Goods, Wares, or Met 
chandi ze are thus aired, with Liberty to land or ſell the ſame according] 

Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when it ſhall hapye 
that any Ship or Veſſel ſhall come from any Place where the Small-Pox, 
other contagious Sickneſs is prevalent, it ſhall be the Duty of the Matter 
ſuch Ship or Veſſel, and in caſe of Inability in the Mafter, it ſhall bet 
Duty of the next Officer ſucceſſively upon their Arrival in any Harbo 
Road or Creek in this State, forthwith to give Information to one or mo 
of the Select- men of ſuch Town where ſuch Veſſel ſhall firſt arrive, fr 
whence they came, and the true Circumſtances of the People and Cargot 
Board. And whatever Maſter or other Officer on Board ſuch Veſſcl, (hl 


Information as aforeſaid, or ſhall neglect to wait for and punRually oof 
ſuch Orders as ſhall be given ia ſuch Caſe according to Law, or ſhall uf 
any of the People belonging to ſuch Ship or Veſſel to go on Shore (exo 
to give Information as aforeſaid) ſhall forfeit to the Treaſurer of ſuch To 
where ſuch Offence ſhall be committed, the Sum of fifty Pounds lawful M 
ney, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Information in any Court proper 
try ths —ͤ 0 ©." | by 

And if any Paſſenger or other Perſon on Board ſuch Veſſel, ſhall preſu 
to go on Shore from any ſuch Veſſel (except as before exempted bet 
Information as aforeſaid, has been given, and order thereon made) | 
Perſon ſhall incur upon himſelf a Fine of ten Pounds lawful Money, to 
recovered as aforeſaid. | OI 

And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon here 
within the limits of any Town in this State, ſhall receive, give or commit 
cate the Infection of the Smiall-Pox by Way of Inoculation, or in an) 0 | 


the civil Authority and of the Sele&-men of ſuch Town, approving of 
permitting the ſame; nor ſhall any Perſon be aiding or aſſiſting ti 
without ſuch Liberty firſt obtained as aforeſaid. | | 

Ang be it further Enafed, That the civil Authority and Sele&-men in 
Town in this State, ſhall not grant Permiſſion for the Small-Pox to be © 
municated by Inoculation, until the Approbation of ſuch Town bes 
had and obtained by the Vote of two-thirds of the Voters aſſembled in ł 
Meeting, excepting it be unto Perſons belonging unto the Continental Af 
Officers or Soldiers, and alſo in ſuch Cafe where any Perſon ſhall mil 
appear fully to the fatisfaftion of the ſaid Authority and Select- men, 
he or ſhe hath been involuntarily expoſed to take the Infection, and pi 
bly hath thereby taken and received the ſame in the natural Way. 

Beit further Enafted, That when ever the Civil Authority and Selens 
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hall grant Liperty and Permiſſicn to inoculate as aforeiaid, they are di- 
«fed and required to aſſign the Place, Houſe or Houſes where it ſhall 
be carried on, and the inffected Perſons ſhall be kept; and to appoint ot 
approye of the Nurſes or Tendets employed, give Orders reſpecting the 
ime, the Perſons infected, their Nurſes and Tenders ſhall continue in 
he Places appointed; and alſo reſpecting their Cleanſing and coming out, 
od ſuch other Orders and Directions as ſhall; be judged moſt expedient, 
or preſerving the Inhabmants from raking the Infection, for which Service 
meet Recompence ſhall be paid by thoſe concerned, or ſome of them, 
o ſaid Authority and'Sele&-men, :' x 
That in Caſe any Perſon ſhall preſume volùntarlly to reteive, take, give 
r communicate the Small-Pox, directly or indirectly, contrary.to the true 
ntent and Meaning of this Act, or be aiding and aſſiſting therein, ſuch Of- 
nder ſhall forfeit and pay to the Treaſurer of this State, the Som of Fifty 
nds, for every ſuch Offence. | V 
And if any Perſon who ſhall tranſgreſs any of the Rules or Orders made 
t given in Purſuance of this Act, ſuch Tranſgreſſor ſhall forfeit and pay 
che Treaſurer of the Town where the Offence ſhall be committed, the 
e, . ar Sor tio tec 
And whenever any Perſon ſhall be brought to Trial for the Breach of 
s Act, in communicating or receiving the Small-Pox, aiding or aſſiſting 
erein, ſuch Perſon ſhall be deemed and adjudged guilty, thereof, although 
e Complainant ſhall not be able to produce any other Proof than to render 
probable ; unleſs ſuch Perſon ſhall make Oath before the Court before 
bom ſuch Perſon is oh Trial, that he or ſhe have nor voluntarily; direct ly 
indirectly, given or received ſaid Infection, either by inoculation ot any 
[ay or Means whatſoever : Which Oath the ſaid Court are hereby Impow- 


* 


U 
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quired to inform againſt all and every Perſon and Perſons who ſhall tranſ- 
ls this Act, or any Rules and Orders made in Purſuance of this Act. 
Be it further enafted by the Auibority aforeſaid,. That wherever any Sol: 
; Sailor or Marine belonging to the Army or Navy of the United States; 
dis not an Inhabitant of this State, ſhall become ſick in any Town 
hin this State, under ſuch Circumſtanees that he cannot be removed, 
1, unable to provide Things neceſſar for his Support, or procure the 
ne from ſome Hoſpital or Perſon imployed in the Hoſpital or Medical 
partment of the United States, it ſhall be the Duty of the Select- men of 
h Town to provide the Necefſarics for the Support and Relief of ſuch 
dier, Sailor, or Marine in his Sickneſs, arid the reaſonable Expences 
rok, properly authenticated, being laid before the Governor and Coun- 
with the Name of ſuch Soldier, Sailor or Marine, the Company, Regi- 
it, Ship or other Veſſel, and State to which he belonged, they are hereby 
norized to order Payment of the Amount of ſuch Expence, or ſo much 
reof as ſhall be by them allowed, and charge the ſame to the Account 
he United States. | $196] 
Act for erecting and continuing a Sign-poſt in each 
en in own in this State. | : | | 
Pit eracted by the Governor, C guncil, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That near the Center of every 
11D this State, there ſhall be a Sign- poſt ſet up at the Town's Charge, 
maintained in ſufficient Repair, on the Penalty of Ten Shillings per 
MN for any Town that ſhall neglect the ſame : One Half to the Com- 
that ſhall proſecute the ſame within ſix Months after ſuch Neglect, 
ite other Half to the County Treaſury, which Fine ihall be recover- 
i the Sele-men of the Town ſo neglecting. n 
hy F Ar 
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ed to adminiſter; And all Informing Officers are hereby Impowered and 
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232 Silk. ; 
r rg yer er ets LOI, 
__ Atwhich Sign-Pofts, Proclamations ſent forth to be ſet ug Publiſhet 
Uſe of ign- Notices of Strays, Sales of Houſes and Lands, and Advertiſements of (yy 
polts, - like Occaſiuns, ſhall be ſet up to be read; ur I 
* Provided nevertheleſs, That there ſhall be erected and maintained for pubſ 
Proviſo; Ute, by the Town of Watertown, a Sign-Polt in each of the Societies of W 
RE bary and Northbary, in ſaid Town, under the ſame Penalties which any oh 
Tovyn in this State is liable to, in ſimilar Caſes, upon non- performance; ay 
Thing in this Act to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding, 
An Act to promote the making of Raw-Silk within thi 
State. 29 IE | 
: WHEREAS by the Experiments which have been made, it is highly probadl: tig 
Preamble. - © the making of Raw-Silk will be attended with much Advantage to the 400 
, Then 3 
| B. it enatted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Cu 
Premium for 10 aſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That from and after thef 
planting © Day of March, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Eighty-fu 
mulberry= to the firſt Day of March, One'Thouſand Seven. Hundred and Ninety-thy 
Ten - Whoever ſhall plant One Hundred thrifty Shrubs or Saplings, of three 
Res more Years Growth, of the white Mulberry-Tree, within this State, « 
: his, her or their Land, at ſuch Diſtances from each other as will be favou 
able for their Growth and for collecting their Leaves, ſhall receive att 
end of every Year; and during the Term of three Years from and nextd 
: ter the Year in which ſuch Saplings ſhall have been planted.as afureſat 
Ties $Skillings lawful Money, and io in Proportion for every Hundred 
266. uy hun- ſuch Saplings planted: as aforeſaid,” upon Proof and Certificate thereof, 


ſhall be given at the end of every of the three Years as aforeſaid ; and 


Premium on 
filk raiſed, 


z4. per ounce 


is — 


Mode of ob- 
taining the 
premium. 


To be paid 
out of the tax 
far: civil li. 


able to pay ſuch Order, he ſhall certify ſuch Inability on the Back then 
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hereafter directed, that ſuch Saplings were, at the end of every three Yeu 
after they were ſo planted, in a thrifty Condition; every ſuch: Certiba 


Certificate-ſhall be given for any Number of ſuch Saplings but for om 
more entire Hundreds, as the Caſe may be. 77626862 45. 7571 @ 
Be is further Enafted, That whoever ſhall make any Raw-Silk, fn 
Worms and Mulberry-Trees of his own Raiſing, within this State, | 
3 winding the ſame from the Balls or Cacoons, after the ſaid 0 
ay of March, and for fifteen Lears next thereafter, ſhall have andre 
three Pence lawful Money, for each Ounce of ſuch dry Silk, which he, 
or they, ſhall make as aforeſaid ; every of which Bounties given by this 
ſhall be paid out of ſome Tax which has or ſhall be granted for thei 
port of the Civil Government of this State. 9 
Be it further EnaBed, That it ſhall be the Duty of any two Jultic®s 
the Peace, upon the Application of any Perſon or Perſons claiming 
Bounty by this Act, carefully to examine ſuch Claim, and upon Proof! 
the ſame is well founded, ſhall give a Certificate to ſuch Perſon or Fei 
claiming as aforeſaid, living within' their County, ſpecifying on what 
count ſuch Bounty becomes due; and ſhall include in ſuch Certificats 
Order on the Collector of that Town in which ſuch Claimant or Claim! 
live, to pay ſuch Bounty out of ſuch Tax in his Hands for the ſupp® 
Civil Government, as they ſhall direct; and every ſuch Collector ſhall 7 
and pay ſuch Otder, and ſhall deliver the ſame over into the Hand o 
Freaſurer of this State, who ſhall thereupon diſcharge ſuch Collector? 
Amount of ſaid Order on faid Tax. And it ſuch Collector ſhall b 


and in that Caſe the Treaſurer of this State ſhall pay the ſame out 

Monies in his Hands for the ſupport of Civil Government: And the 
ſurer of this State ſhall keep a ſeparate Aecount of all Monics 7 
Virtve of this Act. i 
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0 And be it furiber Enadted, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall wilfully and 
\ WW cnowingly procure more that one Order as aforeſaid, for any ont Bounty 
to which he might be intitled by this Act, with a View to defraud this 
State, he ſhall, upon legal Conviction thereof, ſuffer the ſame Pains and 
Penalties as if he had been legally convicted of Forgery. | 


— n 


An Act concerning Indian, Molatto, and Negro Servants 
and Slaves. | | 5 
DE it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Count 
D aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whatſoever Negro, Mo- 
Jarto or Indian Servant or Servants ſhall be found wandering out of the 
Bounds of the Town or Place to which they belong, without a Ticket or 
Paſs in Writing under the Hand of fome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, 
x under the Hand of the Maſter or Owner of ſuch Negro, Molatto or Indi- 
n Servants, ſhall be deemed and accounted to be Run-aways, and may 
e treated as ſuch : And every Perſon inhabiting in this State, finding or 
eeting with any ſuch Negro, Molatto or Indian Servant or Servants nat 
ving a Ticket, as aforeſaid, is hereby impowered to ſeize and ſecure him 
r them, and bring him or them before the next Authority to be examined 
nd returned to his or their Maſter or Owner, who ſhall ſatisfy the Charge 
ccruing thereby. | C 
And all Ferry- men within this State, are hereby required not to ſuffer any 
adian, Molatto or Negro Servant, without Certificate, as aforeſaid, to paſs 
ver their reſpective Ferries, by aſſiſting them therein, directly or indirectly, 
the Penalty of paying a Fine of Twenty Shillings, for every ſuch Offence, 
dthe Owner of ſuch Servant. A TTY Jy WA 
And all Vagrants ot fuſpe&ed Perſoris may be uſed in the like Manner, 
La hen found wandering from Town to Town, having no Certificate or Paſs 
rt aforeſaid 4 who ſhall be ſeized and conveyed before the next Authority, 
and ip be examined and diſpoſed of atcording to Law. DL IS ee 
And if any free Negroes ſhall travel without ſuch Certifitate-or Paſs, and 
ſtopped, ſeized of taken up as aforefaid, they ſhall pay all Charges ariſing 


bers, and for the better governing them ; 


Be it further ena ed by the Authority afortſaid, That every free Perſon which 
all preſume, either openly or privately, to buy or receive of or from any 
dian, Molatto or Negro Servant of Slave, any Money, Gocds, Merchan- 
„ Wares of Provifiotis, without Order from the Maſter or Miſtreſs of 
h Servant or Slave; every Perſon fo offending, and being thereof con- 
Qed, hall be ſenteneed to teftore all fuch Monies, Goods, Wares and 
viſions unto the Party injuted, in the ſpecific Articles (if fiot altered) 
dalfo forfeit to the Party double the Vale thereof, ovef and above, or 
ble the Value where the fame are diſpoſed of, or not to be tand: And 
he Perſon ſo offending be unable to, or ſhall not malte Reſtitution ds 
arded, chen to be publicly whipt with fo many Stripes (not exceeding 


der; or make Satisfaction by Service: To be aſſigned therein by ſuch 
urt or Juſtice, 0s 9) VIE f . 
And every Indian, Negro or Molatto Set want or Slave; of, of from horn 
1 Money, Goods, Merchandizes, Wares of Proviſions ffrall be received 
ht, if it appeer they were ſtolen, Gr that ſhalf feat any Money, 


reby, - 3 FTT ͤ Trot ants 
tl for the preventing ſuch Servants from Stealihg from ibeir Maſters and 


enty) as the Court or Juſtice that hath Cogiizante of ſuch Offence, ſhall 


bs, Merchandizes, Wates or Proviſions, and be — convicted, ( 
ontthed b hides 7 po. „ 
e Pat 
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That if any Negro, Molatto or Indian Servant or Slave, ſhall be fou 
abroad from Home in the Night- ſeaſon, after nine of the Clock, withog 
| ſpecial Order from his or their Maſter or Miſtreſs, it ſhall be lawful fn 
Servints, c. any Perſon or Perſons; to apprehend and ſecure ſuch Negro, Molatt q 
not to go a- Indian Servant or Slave, ſo offending, and kim, her, or chem, bring befor 
broad after 9 the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace; which Authority ſhall have fl 
hight, 4 Power to pals Sentence upon ſuch Servant or Slave, and order him, her, 
&c. them, to be publicly whipped on the naked Body, not exceeding ten Stri | 
and to pay Coſt of Court; except his or their Maſter or Miſtreſs ſhall n. 

deem them, by paying a Fine hot exceeding Ten Shillings. | 
And if fuch Servant or Slaves ſhall have Entertainment in any Hou 
* after nine of the Clock, as aforeſaid, (except to do any Buſineſs they my 
— — be ſent upon) the Head of the Family that entertains, or tolerates them | 
tins F 24. his ot her Houſe, or any the Dependences thereof, ſhall forfeit and pay th 
Sum of Ten Shillings : One Half to the Complainer, and the other Half u 
the Treaſurer of the Town where the Offence is committed. | 
And whereas the increaſe of Slaves in this State is injurious to the Poor, an 

, 2 ue hni go 1 f "0 
s Be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Indian, Negrocd 
be bro't into Molatto Slave, ſhall at any Time hereafter, be brought or imported int 
this ſtate. this State, by Sea or Land, from any Place or Places whatſoever, to d. 
diſpoſed of, left or fold within this State. ON | 
Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That any Perſon or Perſon 
who ſhall hereafter, contrary to the true Intent of this Act, import or brin 
Penalty on any Indian; Negro, or Molatto Slave or Slaves into this State, to be diſpe 
ca or. fed of, left or fold within the fame, or who knowing ſuch Slave or Slar 
Fr to be ſo imported and brought into this State, ſhall receive and purchil 
; them, or any of them, ſhall forfeit and pay to the Treaſurer of this Stats 
the Sum of One hundred Pound lawful Money, for every Slave fo importe 
brought into this State, received or purchaſed 3 to be recovered by Bil 
Plaint, or Information, in any Court of Record proper to try the ſame 

And that it be the Duty of all Conſtables and See enqui 
after, and make Preſentment of all Breaches of this Act. 
Slaves ſet free. And that all Slaves ſet at Liberty by their Owners, and all Negro, M 
to be main- latto, and Spaniſh Indians who are Servants to Maſters for Time, in ( 
tained by they come to Want, after they ſhall be ſet at Liberty, or the Time of the 
their late 7 ſaid Service be expired, ſhall be relieved by ſuch Owners or Maſters 
ther ating > pectively, their Heirs, Executgrs, or Adminiſtrators z and upon their, 
Want. either of their Refuſal ſo to do, the ſaid Slaves and Servants ſhall be relic 
| by the Sele&-men of the Towns to which they belong; and the ſaid Sel 
men ſhall recover of the ſaid Owners or Maſters, their Heirs, Execut0 
or Adminiſtrators, all the Charge and Coſt they are at for ſuch Relief, 

the uſual Manner, as in Caſe of any other Debts, - -. | 


Provided neveribeleſs, That if any Maſter or Owner of any Servant 
Proviſe, © Slave, ſhall apply to the Select- men of the Town to which he belongs, 
. Liberty or Licence to emancipate or make free any ſuch Servant or Sla 
it ſhall be the Duty of ſuch Select men to enquire into the Age, Abilit 
[Circumſtances and Character of ſuch Servant or Slave, and if they of 

major Part of them, ſhall be of Opinion that it is likely to be conſiſtent # 

the real Advantage of ſuch Servant or Slave, and that it is probable 

Owners of 4 the Servant or Slave will be able to ſupport his or her own Perſon, and 
dare feed Orſhe is of good and peaceable Life and Converſation ; ſuch Select. mel 
from charge, the major Part of them, ſhall give to the Owner or Maſter of ſuch > 
on certificate or Slave, Certificate under their Hands, of their Opinion in the Pre 
_— procu- and that the Maſter or Owner of ſuch Servant or Slave, hath Lib 
2 emaneipate and ſet at Liberty ſuch Servant or Slave. And if the M 
or Owner of any Servant or Slave, ſhall, on receiving ſuch Cert®® 
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emancipate and ſet at Liberty ſuch Servant or Slave, he, his Heirs, Exe- 
cutors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall be forever diſcharged from any Charge or 


or Slave, made free as aforeſaid ; any Law, Uſage or Cuſtom, to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding. : 1 1 0 tap 
And whereas ſound Policy requires that the Abolition of Slavery ſhould be ef- 
ſelted as ſoon as may be, conſiſtent with the Rights of Individuals, and the pub- 
lic Safety and Welfare. Therefore, FIBRE 
Be it enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Negro or Molatto Child, 
that ſhall, after the firſt Day of March, One thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- 
four, be born within this Srate, ſhall be held in Servitude, longer than until 
they arrive to the Age of twenty-five Years, notwithſtanding the Mother 
or Parent of ſuch Child was held in Servitude at the Time of its Birth ; 
but ſuch Child, at the Age aforeſaid, ſhall be free; any Law, Uſage, or 


Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding. OST 


- 


— — 
— »äüͤĩä ä 
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An Act for forming, ordering, and regulating Societies. 


BE it erated by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the ſettled and ap- 
proved Inhabitants, qualified as is hereafter in this Act provided, in each 
reſpective Society made, or that ſhall be made, and conſtituted by this Aſ- 
ſembly, ſhall meet and aſſemble together, annually, ſometime in the Month 
of December, or in any other Month 1n the Year, as they ſhall judge moſt 
convenient, at ſome Place in ſuch Society, according to the Notice thereof, 
to be given them at leaſt five Days before ſuch Meeting, by the Committee 
bor ordering the Affairs of the Society, or for want of fuch Committee, by 
the Clerk of the Society. E 0 
And the Inhabitants being legally aſſembled, are impowered by the Vote 
f the major Part of them preſent, to chooſe a Moderator, a Society Clerk, 
Wand three or more difcreet, able Inhabitants, to be a Committee to order the 
Affairs of the Society for the Year enſuing; which Clerk ſhall take the 


__ th by Law provided for Society Clerks ; and being ſo qualified, ſhall 
o. Move the fame Powers and Authorities, as to the Buſineſs of the ſaid Society, 
in Cite Town Clerks have in the reſpective Towns; and his Doings gl be 
of u effectual in Law: And the ſaid Society Clerk, being choſen and ſworn, 
ters all continue in his Office until another be choſen and ſworn in his Room. 


And alſo to chooſe a Society Treafurer, who ſhall be undef the ſame 


egulation, and have the ſame Power and Authority in faid Socisties, as 
W own Treaſurers have in their reſpective Towns. 


. # 


And alſo the ſaid Inhabitants in their lawful Meetings, by their majot 


* 
5 


Coſt. which may be occaſioned by maintaining or ſupporting the Servant 
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Society 
clerks, &c. 
refuſing, 
others to be 
choſen. 


in any ſuch firſt Society, or in any ſuch. other Society ſet off as aforeſa 
. hall grant a Warrant under their Hands, to ſome proper Perſon by then 
. deputed to warn all the Inhabitants in the Limits of ſuch firſt or other $. 
ciety, to meet together at ſuch Time and, Place as they ſhall appoint : Th 


preaching of the Goſpel among themſelves for certain Months in the Year, 


ſuch Precincts, for the End aforeſaid ; and may by their major Vote in 


by any Town or Society, for the Support of the Worſhip and Miniſtry cf 


Houſes aforeſaid. 


' ſuck exempt Perſons, ſhall be deemed and accounted the Acts and Votes \iﬀ 


— 


ſaid Warning to be given five Days before ſuch Meeting; and being ſo 


met, ſhall and may act and do all and every Thing lawful and proper fo 


a Society to do as before in this Act is provided. 
That ſuch Inhabitants of Towns and Societies as have obtained or here. 
after ſhall obtain Liberty of the General Aſſembly to procure, and have the 


diſtin and ſeparate from the eſtabliſhed Place of Worſhip'in ſuch Town 
or Society to which they belong, ſhall and may, when and ſo often as ther 
may be Occaſion, meet together at ſuch Time and Place as ſhall be appoint. 
ed, and according to the Notice thereof to be given them at leaſt five Dyy 
before ſuch Meeting, by their Committee, or for want of Committee, by 
one of the ſaid principal Inhabitants z and being ſo aſſembled, may choole a 
Clerk to enter their Votes, and alſo a Committee of three or more abe, 
diſcreet Men, of the Inhabitants aforeſaid, to order the prudential Affairs of 


ſuch.their Meetings, grant and Jay ſuch Rates and Taxes on the ſaid Ina. 
bitants as ſhall be needful for the Support of the Miniſter whom they ſhall 
procure to preach with them for ſuch Time, and for other neceſſary Charge 
ariſing among them; and to appoint a Collector or Collectors for the gather- 
ing ſuch Rates; who ſhall have the ſame Power to proceed in collecting the 
ſame as Collectors of Societies have, and ſhall be accountable therefor in 
the ſame Manner as Collectors of Society Rates by Law are. 

And for the preventing Diſputes about the Votes made in Society Meetings 
and for the determining the Qualification of Voters therein : - 

Be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That no Perſon ſhall pte. 
ſume to vote in any Society Meeting, aforeſaid, unleſs ſuch Perſon hath a 
Freehold in the ſame Town or Society, rated at Fifty Shillings, oi Forty Pounds 
in the common Liſt, or is a Perſon of full Age, and in full Communion 
with the Church; nor ſhall any Perſon who is or ſhall be by the Laws dt 
this State, freed or exempted from the Payment of thoſe Taxes, granted 


the preſbyterian, congregational or conſociated Churches in this State, and 
for the building and maintaining Meeting-Houſes for ſuch Worſhip, on 
Account or by Reaſon of his diſſenting from the Way of Worſhip and Min 
ſry afoteſaid, be allowed or admitted to act or vote in any Town or Societ) 
Meeting, in thoſe Votes which reſpect or relate to the Support of the Wor 
ſhip and Miniſtry aforeſaid, and the building and maintainingof the Meeting 


C— 


And the Acts and Votes of ſuch Town and Society Meetings, paſſ 
without computing Perſons not qualified as above is expreſſed, and the Au 
and Votes reſpecting the Support of the Worſhip and Miniſtry, and Mea 
ing-Houſes aforeſaid, made and paſſed without computing the Votes d 


ſuch Town and Society; any Law, Uſage or Cuſtom, to the contrary ! 
any wiſe notwithſtanding. is 

And be it further EnaBid That upon the Refuſal, Death or Removal 
any Society Clerk, or other ordinary Society Officer in any Society in 
State, ſuch Society may aſſemble together, and chooſe a New to fill dl 
ſuch vacant Place.  _. a 3 
Aud be it further enadted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Fines by L 
inflicted on Perſons choſen to any Society Office, and who do not accept: 
execute ſuch Office, ſhall be paid to the Treaſury of ſuch Society 3 ® 
ſhall be recovered by Action brought in the Name of the Comm 
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ſuch Society; any Law, Uſage, or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


is not culy qualified according to this Act, to vote in any Society Meeting, 
all ad venture to act, deal or intermeddle; or preſume to vote in any Society 
Meeting, for the Choice of Officers, granting of Rates, or any other Affairs 
vbatſoever, ſuch Offender ſhall forfeit the Sum of Fifteen Shi/lings for every 
uch Offence; to be levied by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Offender's Goods; 
"ne Half thereof to the Complainer, who ſhall proſecute to Effect, the other 
alf to the Treaſurer of ſuch Society wherein ſaid Offence is committed. 


Societies, conſtituted by Act of the General Aſſembly, have the ſame Li- 
nits and Boundaries, the Members belonging to each ſhall be deſignated 
y inrolling their Names with the Clerk of the Society to which they 
pectively belong; and it ſhall be the Duty of the ſaid Clerks to inrol 
he ſame accordingly. | | B 
And all Perſons who ſhall arrive at the Age of twenty-one Years, or 
omen who ſhall become Widows, . dwelling within the Limits of ſuch 
ocieties,, ſhal} have Liberty at any Time within twelve Months after ſaid 
imes reſpectivtly, to elect which Society they will belong to: And all 
erſons that ſhall come from any other Place, to dwell within the Limits of 
ch Societies, may at any T'ime elect which Society he or they will belong to; 
hich Election ſhall be manifeſted by cauſing his or their Name or Names 
be inrolled with the Clerk of the Society to which they join: And in caſe 
f Non-eleCtion within the Time limited by this Act, the Perſons brought 
p within ſaid Limits fhall belong to that Society to which their Parents 


the Family in which they were brought up, belonged z and Widows, to 
e Society to which their Huſbands did belong : And Perſons who come 
pte. Nom any other Place to dwell there, ſnall be taxed by the Society loweſt in 
vath ae Liſt within ſuch Limits, which ſupport the Miniſtry by taxing, until 
pound cy make their Election, as aforeſaid. 3 BE | 
union And all Perſons who have or ſhall become legal Members of any ſuch 
1ws ofciety, ſhall continue Members of the ſame, during their Continuance 
rantediichin the Limits thereof, unleſs releaſed by Act of the General Aſſembly, 
ſtry ol Vote of ſuch Society, and joining to another Society within the fame Li- 
te, ans: which Releaſe ſuch Society is hereby authorized to grant, by a legal 


And be it further enatied by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon, who 


And be it further enatied by the Authority aforeſaid, That where two or more 


Penalty ori 
unqualified 
voters, &c. 


Where ſocie- 
ties are not 
diſtinguiſhed 
by local li- 
mits, to be 
deſignated by 
enrollment. 


15 cat they 
make no elec- 
tion, how to 
be conſidered 
| 


longed, (if they dwelt there) otherwiſe to the Society to which the Head 


To continue 
to that ſocie- 


ty -whereof - 
they are legal 


members, un- 
leſs, &c. 


ip, oute in their Meeting, if they think fit, on Application of any Perſon de- " 


Min. Ig the fame. | - ” 8 
Socienſ F rovided, That nothing in this Act ſhall affect the Privileges allowed 
e Wor Law to any Perfons who ſoberly diſſent from the Worſhip and Miniſtry 
ſeeting ebliſhed by the Laws of this State. 


paſſe Act appointing Stocks to be made and maintained 


hy in the ſeveral Towns in this State. 
Votes E it enafed by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 


Votes oi 4/embled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That every Town in this 


\crary Me ſhall make and maintain at their own Charge, a good pair of Stocks, 


+ Lock and Key, ſufficient to hold and ſecure ſuch Offenders as 
oval, A de ſentenced to be ſer therein. . BY 

y in ti ad it any Town ſhall at any Time be without a pair of Stocks, as afote- 
o fill vip the delect- men of fuch Town ſhall: forfeit the Sum of Six Shillings to 
ounty Treaſury, and ſo the ſame Sum for every Month ſuch Town 
« by Li de defective therein: to be heard and determined by one Aſſiſtant or 
accept ce of the Peace; or by the County Court, when the Forfeitures amount 
um above the Cognizance of an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace. 
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| An Act concerning Strays and loſt Goods, 
E it enaied by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Cy 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whoſoever ſhall th 
up any itray Beaft, or find any loſt Goods, being worth Two Shilling 
| | Whereof the Owner is not known, he ſhall carry a true Deſeription of ſug 
dtrays or loſt ſtray Beaſt or loſt Goods, with the natural and artificial Marks thereof, 
goods found, the Regiſter of the Town where ſuch Goods or Beaſt were found, with 
. fame, with the Name of the Perſon in whoſe Keeping ſoch Goods or Beg 
ID ſhall be; to the End the Owner thereof, by applying to ſaid Regiſter m 
On penalty Have Notice thereof ; upon Penalty that the Perſon ſo finding or keepin 
of, &c. ſuch Goods or Beaſt, and failing of his Duty therein ſnall, for tuch Defad 
forfeit the Value of ſuch loſt Goods or ſtray Beaſt ; one Half ta the Coq 
Plainer and the other Half to the Town Treaſury. * 
And if the Owner ſhall appear within ſix Months after the regiſter 
Owners ap: ſuch loſt Goods or ſtray Beaſt, and make good his Title and Claim, he ſh 
Feu aa have Reſtitution of the ſame, he paying all neceſſary Charges for the Pai 
to have refti- and Care taken about ſuch Goods or Beaſt, as the next Afiſtant or Juſti 
tution. of the Peace ſhall adjudge. | , 
| And if no Owner ſhall appear within the ſaid ſix Months, the Regiſt 
Otherwiſe to aforeſaid ſhall appoint two Freeholders, who ſhall under Oath apprailc ſa 
be appraiſed. Goods or Beaſt, according to the then preſent true and juſt Value there 
in Money. | L ä | 
And if the Owner ſhall appear within fix Months next after ſuch 4 
No owner ap- Pratſement, and make good his Title and Claim, as aforeſaid, and pa 
pearing in fix neceffary Charges for the Pains and Care taken about ſuch Goods or Bet 
months after, to that Time, (to be adjudged of as aforeſaid) he ſhall have Reſticurion 
ediſpoſed the fame, or the Value thereof, at thi | ing! 
"2 n alue thereof, at the Election of the Finder, according 
the Appraifement aforeſaic. 0 — 
And if no Owner ſhall appear within twelve Months and a Day, a 
the regiſtering of ſuch loft Goods or ſtray Beaſt, the Value thercof, accon 
ing to the Appraiſement aforeſaid, ſhall, after all juſt Dues to the Keep! 
Finder, and Regiſter are defrayed, be to the Uſe of the Treaſury of! 
| Town where ſuch Goods or Beaſt were found. | 
Select men to And the Select. men of ſuch Town are hereby fully impowered to rec 
recover, &. and receive the ſame for the Uſe of faid OW. $6 
Always provided, That the Keeper of ſuch loſt Goods or ſtray Beaſt, be 
Proviſo. faithful in his taking Care of them, ſuch Goods or Beaſt ſhall be at! 
Riſque of the Owner thereof, during the firſt ſix Months after ſuch G 
or Beaſt are firſt regiſtered, SEES | 
No ſtray to And that no Beaſt ſhall be taken up as a Stray, except it be found! 


be taken up onde d. 
* ſuffering Condition. 


Or 12 months 
then, &c. 


An AR to enable the Subjects of his Moſt Chriſtian l 
jeſty, to transfer and ſettle fuch of their Eſtates! 
Property as is or ſhall happen to fall within this Sta 


IJ HEREAS the Congreſs of the United States of America, on the 141 f/ 

;  - © nary, 1780, did Reſolve, That it be recommended to the Legiſlatures 

I  . aforeſaid United States, to make Proviſion, where not already made, for 7 g 
Preattible. on the aforeſaid Subjes of bis Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, the Privilege of ws 
and ſettling their Eſtates, agreeable to the Form and Spirit of tht ! * 
Article of the Treaty of Amity and Commerce between his Moſt Cbriſtias ® 

and the United States of America: Bax 2 
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TY neral Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Subjects 
or his Moſt Chrittian Majeſty ſhall be, and they are hereby impowered to 
ransfer and diſpoſe of ſuch of their Eſtates and Property as ſhall happen t 
be within the Limits of this State. And that the Eſtate and Property f 
uch of ſaid Subjects as are or may be deceaſed, being within the State afore- 
aid, ſhall deſcend to, and become the Eſtate of the Heirs and legal Repre- 
entatives of ſuch deceaſed Perſon, according to the Laws, Uſage and 
uſtom of the Kingdom of France, relative thereto; and ſuch Eſtate ſo de- 
ſcending ſhall and may be ſettled agreeable to the Laws that are or ſhall be 
made relative thereto, without being obliged, to obtain Letters of Natural- 
ration: And that the aforeſaid Subjects of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
all have, hold and enjoy on their Fart, within this State, the Privileges 
and Immunities mentioned in ſaid Articles of Treaty, according to the 
Form and Spirit thereof, | 


\n Act for appointing County Surveyors in the ſeveral 
Counties and for directing and regulating them in 


JE it therefore enatted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in Ge- 
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Offender ſhall incur the Penalty of Five Pounds, and be bound to . is god 
Behaviour, with one or more Sureties, at the Diſcretion of the Court thy 
hath Cognizance of ſuch Offence : The one Moiety of which Penalty u 
be to the Treaſurer of the County wherein the Offence is committed, and th 
other Moiety taghe Proſecutor. 


An Act againſt profane Swearing and Curſing. 

E it enatted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Cn 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Perſon with 
this State, ſhall ſwear raſhly, vainly or profanely, either by the holy Nam 
of God, or any other Oath : Or ſhall ſinfully and wickedly curſe any Perſy 
or Perſons, fuch Perſon fo offending, ſhall upon Conviction thereof befor 
any one Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, forfeit and pay for every ſud 
Offence the Sum of Six Shillings. | | 

And if ſuch Perfon or Perſons ſo convict, ſhall not be able, or ſhall y 
fuſe to pay the aforeſaid Fine, he or they ſhall be ſet in the Stocks, not a 
ceeding three Hours, and not leſs than one Hour for one Offence, and pi 
Coſt of Proſecution. | 


* 


An Act for reſtraining Swine from going at large. 
E it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General cu 
aſſembled, and by the Autharity of the ſame, That no Swine ſhall b 
allowed to 9 at large on the High-ways, or Commons in this State ; at 
if any Perſon or Perſons, ſhall allow their Swine to go at large. on th 
High-ways or Commons aforeſaid, it ſhall be the Duty of the Haywar 
In the ſeveral Towns in this State, and it ſhall be lawful for any other Pe 
fon or Perfons, to impound ſuch Swine and the Owner or Owners of ſuc 
Swine, ſhall pay the Poundage thereof, by Law allowed, before they a 
releaſed out of Pound. * 8 u 
Always provided, That every Town in this State ſhall have Liberty 
agree otherwiſe, in their own Precincts, reſpecting the Swine in ſuch Tom 
Provided nevertheleſs, That if the Swine (of ſuch Town ſo agreeing) 
at any Time come within the Bounds of any other Town, they ſhal! in 
Reſpects be under the Regulation of this Act, as fully as if no ſuch Ag 
ment had been made; unleſs ſuch other Town whereinto ſuch Swine f 
come as aforeſaid, ſhall alſo agree as aforeſaid, ; 


——_—_ * 3 m * 
3 er * 


An Act for licencing and regulating Houſes of pub 
Entertainment, or Taverns; and for ſuppreſſing u 
licenced Houſes. ; 8 

BE it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Civil Autho" 

Select- men, Conſtables, and Grand-jury-men, in the reſpective Tow 

this State, ſhall ſome Time in the Month of January annually, conven: 

gether and nominate the Perfon or Perſons whom they, or the major 
of them think fit and ſuitable to keep an Houſe or Houſes of public 
rertainment in the ſaid Fown, for the enfuing Year: And if any 

Perſons fo nominated ſhall die, or refuſe or neglect to take out Licence, 1 

denied Licence by the County Court, or ſhall remove from the Place“ 

he dwelt when nominated, or ſhall be legally ſuſpended; or in caſe the 4 

rity and other Officers ſhall judge it to be of public Convenience 4% 

ceffity to add to the Number nominated in January; in either of fa! 

they may convene on proper Notice, ang nominate any ſuitable g 
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Perſons for the Purpoſe aforefaid, at any Time within the Year : Which 
Nomination ſhall be ſent by them to the next County Court in that County, 
certified under the Hands of a majority of the Civil Authority, and of the 
gelect· men in ſuch Town; which Court ſhall grant Licences to ſuch Perſons 
nominated, or to ſo many of them as ſaid Court ſhall judge to be ſuitable 
and neceſſary to keep Houſes of public Entertainment, and to no others; 
which Licences granted to the Perſons nominated in January, Thall be in 
Force for one Year, and no more; and the Licences granted to ihe Perſons 
afterwards nominated, ſhall expire at the ſame Time as thoſe granted to 
the Perſons nominated in January: And the ſaid Court ſhall take a Bond 
o the Treaſurer of the County, in the Sum of Twenty Petmds, of every 
perſon to whom ſuch Licence ſhall be granted, for the due Obſervance of 
ll the Laws that are or ſhall be made reſpecting Tavern-keepers, or Houſes 
SS SENT. . fb Ooh inns et 
And if it ſhall ſo happen that any Town be deſtitute of Civil Authority 
nit, at the Time of ſuch Nomination, the ſaid Nomination in ſuch Town 
hall be made by the aboveſaid Town Officers. De 
Be it further enacted ly the Autbority aforeſaid, That no Perſon or Perſons 
cenced as aforeſaid, ſhall ſuffer any, either Men's Sons under Age, or Ap- 
rentices, Servants or Negroes, to {it drinking in his or her Houſe, or to 
ave any manner of ſtrong Drink there, without ſpecial Order or Allow- 
ce of their reſpective Parents or Maſters z on Pain of forfeiting the Sumi 
W „„ NY ions tt 
Nor ſhall any ſuch licenced Perſon of Perſons allow or fuffer any Heads 
Families, or ſingle Perſons being Boarders, or Sqqurners, or any young 
rſons, or other Inhabitants whatſoever under the Government of Parents, 
vardians or Maſters (Strangers and Travellers only excepted) to convene 
d meet together iti Company or Companies in his or her Houſe; in the 
pening next before or next following the Lord's-Day, or any public Day 
Faſting ; on Pain of forfeiting the Sum of forty Shillings for every ſuch 
fence. 8 5 | IMF * * | . „„ bs cas 
Aways provided, That if fuch licericed Perſon ſhall make it appear on 
fal; to the Satisfaction of the Court, that he or ſhe did, at the Time of 
Meeting | 
ntiovatice there; and on their Refuſal immediately to depart, did alſo 
py to the next Authority, or Conſtable in the Place; to break up ſuch 
raerly Meetings, that then ſuch licenced Perſon or Tavern-Keeper ſhall 
excuſed from faid Penalty for that Time; _. < ,., - 
That if any Inhabitant or Perſon belonging to any Town, ſhall be found 
ay Tavern or licenced Houſe in ſuch Town at any Time, either in the 
dt next before, or the Night next after the Lord*s-Day, or after nine of 
Clock in any other Night, (except ſuch Perſon or Perfons ſhall fatisfy 
Authority before whom they may be brought, that there was a proper 
on, or an extraordinary Occaſion for their being there at ſuch Time) 
32 convicted before ſuch Authority, ſhalt incur the Penalty of 
gs. N p 8 0 | _ 1711. bn 
"at the Conſtables (of any other Perſon having a fpecial Warrant from 


onvene hor Ity for that End) ſhall have Power, and they are each of them hereby 
major ered to enter into and ſearch any Tavern or licenced Houſe ; and for 
public a to require Afiſtance, and to break open any Lock or Door, as he 
any Alge there is Occaſion; and ſhalt command and caufe any Inhabitant 
ence, Merton belonging to the Town where ſuch Houſe is, who ſhall be found 
place VIE Satrary to ahis Act, to depart forthwith * And all fuch Perſons as 
che AVI fue to depart on a Command fo given them, ſhall and may be arreſted 


daviction of the Breach of this Act, ſhall ſuffer the Penalty 


Ft I 


of ſuch Perſons, as aforeſaid, in his or her Honſe, forbid their 


WI" Conſtable, or Perſon having fach fpeciat Warrant, and fafely kept 
d can be brought before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace: And 
of Sia 
Nor 
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Nor ſhall any Tavern-keeper ſuffer any Inhabitant of ſuch Town wh 
he dwells, or coming there from any other Town, to fit drinking or tiplg 
in his or her Houſe, or any of the Dependencies thereof, or to continue ther 
above the ſpace of one Hour at one Time, (Travellers, Perſons upon Bu 
neſs, or any extraordinary Occaſions there, excepted) on the Penalty of h 
Shillings for every ſuch Offence ſuch Tavern-keeper ſhall be guilty of. 
Be it farther rnacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when and ſo often x 
the Authority, Select- men and Grand-jury-men in any Town, or where they 
is no A ſſiſtant or Juſtice living in any Town, the Select-men and Grand 
jurors ſhall underſtand that any Perſon in ſuch Town is a Tavetn-haunts 
or ſpends his Time idly at any ſuch Houſe of Entertainment, they, or th 
major Part of them ſhall, at their Diſcretion, cauſe the Names of ſuch Taven 
haunters to be poſted at the Doors of every Tavern in the ſame Town, t 
ſetting up a Certificate under their Hands, forbidding every Tavern-keer 
in ſuch Town, on the Penalties contained in this Act, to entertain, or ſußt 
any ſuch Perſon or Perſons therein named, to have or drink any ſtrong Liqu 
in, or about their Houſes, until ſuch Authority, Select-men and Gran 
Jurors ſhall agree to take off ſuch Prohibition. | 

And that if any Tavern-keeper ſhall, after ſuch Poſting of any Perſa 
Name, and Notice thereof given by any of the ſaid Select- men or Gran 
jurors, ſuffer or permit any Perſon poſted as aforeſaid, to drink any Run 
Wine, or other ſtrong Liquor in or about his Houſe, or in any of the l 
pendencies thereof, he ſhall pay as a Fine, the Sum of Three Pounds. 

And in caſe the Perſon or Perſons warned as aforeſaid, ſhall not after ſu 
Warning, leave off and forbear ſuch their evil Practices, the Authority þ 
cauſe ſuch Perſon or Perſons to appear before them, and demand Suaretyk 
their well-behaving therein; and in caſe ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall x 
find Sureties as aforeſaid, then he or they ſhall each one pay a Fine of Tun 

Shillings, or ſit in the Stocks for the Space of two Hours, on ſome pul 
Time or Seaſon, CO OT | 
Be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Conſtables 
Grand- jurors in each 'Fown ſhall, and they are hereby required carefully 
inſpect all Taverns or licenced Houſes in ſuch Town, and make due! 
ſentment to the Civil Authority of all Perfons who ſhall be found tranlg 
ſing this Act, or any Part thereof; and alſo warn all Tayern-keepers to. 
ſerve this Act, and all other Laws reſpecting the Regulation of licen 
Houſes; and that they do not entertain any of the Inhabitants of the To 
where they dwell, contrary to Law. | 

And if the ſaid Officers ſhall find that ſuch Tavern-keepers do not 
ſerve the Laws aforeſaid, nor keep due Order, then they ſhall make Piet 
ment thereof to the next County Court in the County at their firft ſicti 
and ſuch Court ſhall cauſe the Perſon ſo preſented forthwith to aff 
before them, to anſwer to ſuch Preſentment : And if upon Trial ſuch! 
vern-keeper be found guilty, the Court ſhall enter up Judgtnent fo 
forfeiture cf the Bond given, or procured to be given by ſuch Perl 
his or her due obſervance of the Laws reſpecting Tavern-keepers, a0 
Coſts : And ſuch Perfon ſhall forthwith before ſaid Court, enter 1 
Bond of Twenty Pounds, in the Tenor of the former Bond, which ſhal 
be proſecuted in like Manner, in caſe of Forfeiture. 

And that whenſoever in a Preſentment made as aforeſaid, it ſhall 
ſerted that the Perſon preſemed had been warned as aforefaid, by ſuch 
ſtable or Grand-jurors, fuch Prefentmem ſhall be ſufficient Evidence 
ſuch Warning was given: And the Officers making ſuch Prefentm*" 
be ordered by faid Court to attend the Frial, and be allowed to gie 
dence for the Proof of the Diforders complained of; and ſhall by {21s 
be allowed a meet Recompence for their Trouble and Charge. 

Be it further enaed by the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be the 
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the Civil Authority and Select- men of the ſeveral Towns in this State, to 
inſpect the Conduct of the Taverners or Innholders within their reſpeRive 
Towns; and when it ſhall appear to them by their own Obſervation, or the 
Information of any Informing Officer or otherwiſe, that any ſuch Tavern- 
keeper does not duly abſerve the Laws for regulating Houſes of public En- 
tertainment but ſuffers Diſorders and Irregularities to be practiced in his 


major Part of them, are hereby authorized and directed to cite ſuch Tavern- 
ecper before them, and examine into the Matters alledged or complained 
ff by any proper Evidence; and on finding ſuch Tavern-keeper in Fault, 
way duly admoniſh him or them for ſuch M.ſconduct ; or as the Caſe may 
x, they may, and art hereby impowered to ſuſpend ſuch Tavern-keeper's 
Licence until the next Seſſion of the County Court, of the County wherein 
pch Tavern-keeper dwells; and ſhall: cauſe a Copy of fuch Order of Suſ- 
xenſion to be left with ſuch Taverner, and thereupon fuck Favern-keeper's 
icence ſhall be wholly:ſuſpended accordingly ; and his or her Hobſe under 
he ſame Reſtraints in that Behalf, as other unlicenced Houſes by Law are. 


And be it further Enafied, That ſaid Authority and Sele&-men ſhall cer- 
ify their Doings to ſaid County Court, and ſaid Court are authorized, up- 
n due Application by fuch Tavern-keeper; to conſider ſaid Cauſe; and 
ay remove ſaid Suſpenſion, or continue the fame until the Expiration of 
he Year for which ſuch Licence had been granted, as on due Enquiry 
hall appear to be juſt and reaſonable; and if no ſuch Application ſhall be 


ö ade to ſaid Court, ſuch Suſpenſion fhall remain and continue in Force 
%% — OO 
Aud 64 it further Euactad, That in all Profecutions on this Act before 
Tu) Authority and Select- men, wherein fuch Tavern-keeper ſhall be found 
pub Fault and ſuſpended, he fhall pay reaſonable and neceſſary Coſts, to be 


xed by one or more of ſaid Civil Authority, who are alſo impowered to 


les nt Execution accordingly ; but if ſuch Tavern-keeper Thall not be 
full 209 in Fault and ſuſpended, ſuch Coft ſhall be taxed as aforeſaid, and 


ud out of che Town Treaſury. F 
Be it further enafi:d by the Authority aforeſaid; That no Tavern- Keeper, or 
rſon licenced as aforeſaid, to keep a pubfic Houſe of Entertainment, ſhall 
allowed to bring any Action againſt any Perſon whatſoever, to recover 
luch Perfon any Sum or Sums of Money, or any other Thing whatfoe- 
for any kind or quantity of Drink, fold to ſuch Perfon and drank in 
ch Houſe ; unlefs the fame be brought within two Days after ſuch Sale 
Drinking; unlefs the Perfon was a Fraveller or Boarder at ſuch Houſe. 
And whereas divers diſorderly Perſons of zentimes take upon them, and preſume 
ell Arong Liquors by Regail in ſmall Dyantities without Licence, and keep tip- 


1 ſuch e Houſes, 20 the promoting of Tipling, Drunkenneſs, Idlette/s, and many ot 

ent for Poralities 3 and to the great Prejudice of Perſons orderly licenced, and under 

Perſon Regulation of Law, for the Entertainment of Travellers and others legally 

rs, 4008" 7rderly requiring the ſame. Which to prevent: 

ater e it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon of Perſos - but 

ch ſh1 atoever, dwelling in this State, (except ſuch as have a Licence from the 1 
unty Court of the County in which they dwell, for keeping a Tavern licence, al- 

(hall E Public Houſe of Eatertainment, as is in this Adt provided) ſhalt be a lowed to ſell 

- ſuch mon Victualler, Innholder, Faverner or Seller of Wine, Beer, Ale, 1 __— 

idenc rr, or any other ſtrong Liquors, privately, by a leſs Quantity than ja pl 

atchel rot Wine, Rum, or other ſuch ſtrong Liquors, or 2'Galton of Me- 

to g Cider,” Beer, or ſoch Hke Drink, and that delivered ald cartſed 

y 121 


h at one time, en the Penalty of forfeiting and Paying the Sum of 
« Pounds, for the firft Offence; and the Sum of Si Polnds fo? the fe- 


Hh 2 RR 
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or their Houſes, conttary to Law ſuch Authority and Select- men, or the 


ch: VA" Offence © And ſo double for every Breackr of this Act he fhalt be colt. 
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— | 


victed of: Which Eines ſhall be diſpoſed of, Half to him that complain 
and proſecutes to Effect, and the other Half to the Town Treaſury. 
And it is eſpecially recommended to thoſe who keep licenced Houſes u 
proſecute the Breaches of this Paragraph of this Act. | 

And when any Perſon ſhall be duly convicted of keeping a tipling Hou, 
or of ſelling ſtrong Beer, Ale, Cider, Petty, Metheglin, Wire, Rum, g 
mixt Drink; or any ſtrong Drink whatſoever, by Retail in ſmall Quant. 
ties; as aforeſaid, without Licence firſt had and obtained for the fame, ſhall 
be unable to ſatisfy the Fine impoſed by Law for fuch Tranſgreſſion, tog 
ther with the Charge of Proſecution ; or ſhall not pay ſuch Fine and Cha. 
ges, and likewiſe giye Bond for their good Behavior, if it be a fecond Cop 
viction, within the ſpace of twenty- four Hours next after Sentence declarid 
it ſhall and may be lawful for two Juſtices of the Peace, or the Court befor 
whom the Conviction ſhall be; to order ſuch Offender to be publicly whi 
on the naked Body, not leis than ten, nor exceeding fifteen Stripes, for one 
Offence and to reſtrain the Offender in Priſon till ſuch Fine and Charge 
are paid, or the corporal Puniſhment be inflicted. 155 

And the Oath of one credible Witneſs ſhall be ſufficient to convict ay 
Perſon of retailing ſtrong Liquor, as aforefaid, contrary to this Act. 


And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Grand-jun: 
men in the reſpective Towns in this State, ſhall from Time to Time mak 
diligent Search and Enquiry after all Perfons who are reputed to ſell or ve 
ſtrong Liquor by Retail in ſmall Quantities, as aforeſaid, without Licenc 
as aforeſaid obtained; and make Preſentment of all ſuch Perſons to tht 
next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace; which Affiſtant or Juſtice ſhall b 
a proper Warrant, cauſe fuch Perſon or Perſons ſo preſented; to appet 
before him, and cauſe him or them to give Bond with a Surety, to th 
Value of Ten Pounds, that he or they will not fell or vend any ftrong Drink 
by Retail in ſmall Quantities, as aforeſaid, without Licence firſt had an 
obtained, and be of good Behaviour until the next County Court in ti 
County; and alſo appear before the ſaid Court and take up ſaid Bon 
unleſs ſaid Court ſhall ſee Cauſe to continue the ſame ; which the Con 
may do if they judge proper. FA 1 

And if any ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall refuſe to become bound as afor 
ſaid, the Authority before whom he or they ſhall be brought, ſhall 
Mittimus commit ſuch Perſon or Perſons to the common Goal in 
County, there to remain at his or their own Charge, till he or they will g 
Bond as aforeſaid. _ 5 

And that if ſuch Perſon or Perſons giving Bond as aforeſaid, ſhall at a 
Time after the giving ſuch Bond, be preſented to the County Court of ti 
County by the ee Faroe on Suſpfg ion of retailing ſtrong Drink in [ms 
Quantities without Licence as afdrelald. ſuch Preſentment ſhall be taken 
the Court to be ſufficient Evidence againſt the Perſons fo preſented to con 
him, her or them of the Forfeitute of ſuch Bond or Recognizance ; unleß 
or ſhe ſhall be acquitted by a Jury of twelve lawful Men of the Neighbo 
hood, declaring upon their Oaths that they believe ſuch Perſon is not gui 
which Jury the Party at his Defire and Charge may have the Advaitzg't 


An Act for the Puniſhment of Theft, 


Du chafied by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in b b 
Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whoſoevel“ 

eal or purloin any Money, Goods or Chattels and be thereof co 
ted, by Confeſſion or other ſufficient Evidence, every fuch Offend!) 
forfeit and pay treble the Value of the Money, Goods or Chattels ſo lin 


he 


ö 


. 2 — — — . — —— — 


— 


Px „ 


— PęUPů2U UUU TUB OT OT — EEE EE 22 


2 * : <a> wp" ot rwec p i _——  — — ——— ̃ — ↄU— — 


—_— 


<2 


FAM Tt 


2 
7 


> . 
88 * 


rot 


—— 


Timber. 2 48 
by Fine, at the Diſcretion of the Court, Aſſiſtant ar Juſtice that hath Cog- Fined not ex- 


nizance of ſuch Offence, not exceeding forty Shillings : And if the Value 
of the Money, Goods or Chattels ſo ſtolen, amount to the Sum of twenty 
Shillings, fuch Offender ſtealing the ſame to that Value, ſhall beſide the 
aforeſaid Forfeitures, be further puniſhed by whipping, not exceeding ten 
Stripes for one Offence, And whcever ſhall ſteal or purloin any Money, 
Goods or Chattels of the Value of five Shilling, ar of any greater Value 
nder the Value of twenty Sbillings, and be thereof duly convicted, and ſhall 
efuſe or not be able to pay the Fine impoſed, ſhall be puniſhed by whip- 


ping on the naked Body at the Diſcretion of the Court, Aſſiſtant or Juſtice 


f the Peace, not exceeding ten Stripes. 
And if any ſuch Offender be unable to make Reſtitution, - or pay ſuch 
three-fold Damages, ſuch Offender ſhall make Satisfaction by Service: 
and the Proſecutor ſhall be, and is hereby impowered to diſpoſe of ſuch 
Offender in Service to any of the Subjects of the United States, for ſuch 
erm as he ſhall be aſſigned to ſuch Proſecutor by the Court, Aſſiſtant or 
Juſtice before whom the Proſecution ſhall be. © 3 Sigh 
And if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall conceal any Theft, (except the Fact be 
rivate, or committed by ſome Member of his own Family) or ſhall receive 
ind conceal any ſtolen Goods, knowing them to be ſuch ; he or they ſo re- 
eiving and concealing, ſhall and may be proceeded againſt as Principals, al- 
hough the Perſon or Perſons who committed the Theft be not thereof con- 
ited : any Law, Uſage or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding, _ 
And that every Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace in the County where 
uch Offence is committed, or where ſuch Offender is apprehended, is 


ereby authorized and impowered to hear and determine all Offences 


gainſt this Act wherein the Value of the Things ſtolen doth not exceed 
e Sum of forty Sbillings. . 3 
And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That whoſoever ſhall 
loniouſly take and ſteal any Horſe or Horſes within this State, and be 
ereof duly convicted, ſhall pay and ſatisfy to the Qwner of ſach Horſe or 


whipped on the naked Body not exceeding fifteen Stripes, and be confi- 
din a Work-houſe or Houſe of Correction not exceeding three Months; 
ere to be kept to hard Labour, and be further whipped on the firſt Mon- 
ay of each Month, not exceeding ten Stripes each Time, and ſhall be ſer 
inde on a wooden Horſe before each Whipping as aforefaid, not exceed- 
g two Hours: And for Want of Eſtate wherewith to anſwer ſuch Daz 
ages and Fine, the Court before whom ſuch Conviction is had, may aſſign 
ch Delinquent in Service, ſo long as they ſhall judge proper, to the Party 
ured or his Aſſigns, if he or they ſhall accept thereof, or otherwiſe to any 
the Inhabirants of this or of any of the United States, | 

And to encourage the detecting ſuch Offenders ; 1 4} 
Be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, Fhat there ſhall be paid 
it of the State Treaſury to the Perſon detecting and proſecuting ſuch 
hief, for the Theft of Horſe ſtealing to Effect, in any Court in this State, 
d Colts expended in ſuch Proſecution, not exceeding fix Pound. 


n Act for laying and collecting a Duty on the Expor- 
tation of Timber, &c. | 
HEREAS the Exportation of great Quantities of Timber out of this State 
| lo the neighbouring Governments, may be prejudicial to the Navigation and 
"ae of this Government : . , __ » Therefore, e 

t enatted by the G over or, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
Uembled,and by the Authority of the ſame, That for eke 

% Q a 


orſes, treble the Value thereof, and alſo pay as a Fine to the Treaſurer of 
is State the Sum of ten Pounds, and be further puniſhed by being public- 


ceeding 40s. 


If 20s. value; 


to be whipt.. 
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Bolts for 
ſtaves „Ec. 


* 


Tf - tipped . 
forfeited. 


If no teizure 
made, value 
to be paid. 


or thinner Size. One Shilling and Six. pence for every Hundred Feet off 


or Bolts are ſuffient to make when rived. 


authorize from Time to Time, fuch and ſo many Collectors in the ſeve 


before entry, 


| _—_ before the Duties thereof are paid, the faid Timber or Lumber| 


To be ſeized. 


— 


of the Growth of this State, that ſhall be auc or loaden on Board an 
Veſſel, in any Port, River, Harbour, Road or Place of Lading in this Stat 
for Exportation to eicher of the States of Maſſacbuſetis, Nino: York, Rho. 
Wand, or Neu- Hampſhire, ſhall be paid a Duty for the Uſe of this GM 
vernment, as follows, viz. 


Eight Sbillings for each Thouſand of Barrel Staves: Ten Shillin gs for ea 
Thoufand of Hogſhead Staves. Fifteen Shillings for each Thouſ.nd of 
Pipe or Butt Staves: . Fifteex Shillings for each Thouſand. of Hogſhe 
Heading: Eight Shillings for each Thouſand: of Barrel Heading. 74 
Shillings for each Ton of Ship-Timber. Three Shillings for every Hun 
dred Noot of two Inch Plank, and fo proportionably for Plank of thicke 


Boards. And Tet ' Shillings for every Cord of Bark. And ſo proportions 
bly for lefſer Quantities: :.. . 

And for ali Fimber or Bolts ſuitable for Staves or Heading, at the ſum 
Rate as aforeſaid ; to be eſtimated according to the Number fuch Tunbs 


And that the ſaid Duties may br effeHually collected and paid; | 
Bio it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſeveral Duties lai 
by this Act, ſhall be paid to, and collected and received by ſuch Collct 
or Collectors of Duties, as ſhall be appointed by the Governor of this Stat 
for che Time being, for the collecting and receiving the ſame, | 1 

And the Governor is hereby fully impoyered and deſired ro appoint af 


| 


Parts of this State, as there ſhall be Occaſion for the Service aforeſaid ; o 
ef which Duties, the faid Collectors ſhall receive ten per Centum for the 
Trouble therein; and ſhall annually pay in the ſaid Duties 60 the Treaſur 
of this State, taking his Receipt for the ſame. 

That if any Maſter of a Vellel, or otlier Perfon, ſhall ſhip or take 
board any Veſſl, in any Port, River, Harbour; Road or Place of Lad 
in this . any Quantity or Parcel of the aforementioned Sorts of Timb 
or Lumber for Exportation, before Entry thereof made with, and the Dutt 
paid to the Collector of Duties aforefaid, or Bond with fufficient Sur 
given, not to export fuch Timber or Lumber to the ſaid neighbouri 


ſhipped or taken on board as aforeſaid, contrary to this Act, or the Va 
thereof ſhall be forfeited, by the Perfon or Perſons who ſhips or takes: 
fame on board as aforeſaid s one Half thereof to the Proſecutor, and d 
other Half to the Treafury of this State. 

That the ſaid Timber or 2 — fo ſhipped contrary to this Act, may! 
ſeized by fuch Collector or Collectors, or by Warrant from any Afliſtantt 
Juſtice of the Peace, and fecured for Friat at the next County Court in l 
County where ſuch Seizure ſhall be made: Which Court, upon Informat! 
thereof made, may hear and determine the fame, and give Judgment fo! 
Forfeiture and Sale of fuek Timber or Lumber a8 al appear to be lu 
ped contrary to this At. 

And in cafe no Seizure be made, the faid Court, on Information, 
give Judgment for the Foxfeirare of the Value of faid Timber or Lum 
10 ſhipped or exported, againſt him or them who ſhipped, or tool, 
board, or . the fame contrary to this Act, and award Exec 
thereon accordingly, for the Uſes zforefaid. 
And if on as Hite of any ſuch Cauſe, there thall ariſe: a Diſpute 0 
the Growth of feid Timber or Lumber, the burthen of Proof fall je 
him who ſhipped, owns ot claims the ſame : And if no Claimer or O 

ppear, or no Plea or Diſpute happen about the Growth of fuch Tim 
Lumder, if ſhall be prefurned and taken 10. be ths Growth of this ** 
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And when any Suit is brought on any Bond ou as aforeſaid, nor to 
xport any of the Timber or Lumber to any ot the neighbouring States 
foreſaid, then and in ſuch Caſe, if the Defendant ſhall not By the Evidence 
f one credible Witneſs at leaſt, ſhew the Court before whom the Trial is, 
that he hath bona Fide complied with the Conditions of ſuch Bond, Judg- 
ment ſhall be rendered againſt him for the Forfeiture of ſuch Bond; any 
Law, Uſage or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithttanding. 


— 


ny 
ie 


30 
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a Act to regulate the curing and packing of Tobacco, 
and to prevent Fraud therein. 


ER E As Tobacco is or may be a conſiderable Article of Exportation, ond 
ought to be under ſuch Regulation as to prevent Fraud therein. 


YE it therefore enalled by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in Ge- 
| I neral Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That each Town 
n this State wherein Tobacco is or ſhall be raiſed for Exportation, ſhall 
t their annual Town Meetings for electing Town Officers, chooſe two or 
ore fit Perſons to be Surveyors and Packers of Tobacco, for the Year en- 
ing; who ſhall carefully ſurvey and ſearch the Tobacco by them to be 
Wacked, and ſhall cull out and ſeparate all ſuch Hands of Tobacco as are 
Wn Whole or in Parc damnified; in any Way or by any Means whatever; 
nd ſhall pack or preſs no Tobacco but what is by him judged to be ſound, 
yell ripened, ſufficiently cured; and every way good and merch antable. 
And ſaid Packers ſhall be under Oath for the faithful Diſcharge of ſaid 
Office. And the Fee to be paid by the Owner of ſuch Tobacco ſhall be 
ve Pence for every hundred Weight ſo ſearched; packed and preſſed, and 
Wire Pence per Mile travel each Packer ſhall travel to perform ſaid Service: 
And each Packer ſhall fairly brand each Caſk or other Veſſel wherein he 
backs Tobacco; with the two firſt Letters of his Name, and under them 
ball mark the Name of the Town wherein he dwells; 5 
That no Packer ſhall pack any Tobacco, which is his own Property, for 
ie, nor ſet his Brand or Mark on any Caſk or other Veſſel, containing his 
wn Property, on Penalty of forfeiting the Sum of Forty Shillings, for every 
aſk or other Veſſel whefein he ſhall pack his own Tobacco for Sale, or 
hereon he ſhall ſet his Mark or Brand as afotefaid, one Half to the Trea- 


1ONÞ 
ſame | 


her! | 
. rer of the Town wherein he dwells; and the other Half to him br them: 
kes t bo ſhall complain and proſecute the fame to Effect, with Coſts of Suit. 
and d And if any Perſon or Perſons, not being a fworn Packer as afotcſaid; 


all prefume to mark or brand any Caſk, or other Veſfel containing To- 
co, with the Packer's Brand or Mark ; he or they ſhall on Conviction 
ereof, pay a Fine of Five Pounds; one Half to the public Treaſurer of 
ls State, and the other Half to him who ſhall ſue for, and proſecute the 
me to Effect; and ſhall alſo pay to the Party injured thereby, double 
hamages, with Coſts of Suit. 8 | 5 3 

Aud be it further enaed, That whoſoever ſhall vend, put to ſale, or ſhip 
board any Veſfel, Boat, Lighter or other Water-Carriage, any Calk or 
ter Veſſel, containing Tobacco not packed, marked and branded, accor- 
ag to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act, ſhalt forfeit all ſuch To- 
acco, to him or them who ſhall ſeize the ſame, or cauſe the ſame to be 
ed, and ſue for and proſecute the ſame to Condemnation, before any 
durt proper to hear and determine the ſame: | 


"WM 
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An Act relating to Towns and Town Officers. 
vE it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 


ved 


embed, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the ſcttled and appro- 
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ved Inkabitants of every Town in this State, qualified and having Ela 


Power to 


That the ſaid ſettled and approved Inhabitants, qualified as aforeſzit 
in each reſpective Town, ſhall ſometime in the Month of December annually, 
meet and convene together, upon Notice given by the Select-men of cad 
| Town, or ſuch others as they ſhall appoint for that Purpoſe ; and being 
To meet in met, ſhall chooſe a convenient Number, not exceeding Seven of their Ink 
December, bitants, able, diſcreet and of good Converſation, to be Sele&-men or Toy 
. men, to take Care of and Order the prudential Affairs of their Town: An 
„ | alſo ſhall nominate and chogſe a Town-Clerk or Regiſter (who ſhall ent 
AM and record all Town Votes, Orders, Grents and Diviſions of Lands mad 
Mt 1 by fuch Town; and all other Matters and Things which by Law are, «if 
33 N to be entered and recorded in his Office), alſo a Town 
choſen. Treaſurer, Conſtables, Surveyors of High- ways, Fence-viewers, Lifters, ſudlif 
| Number as they ſhall judge convenient, Collectors of Rates, Leather-ſeale 
Grand-Jurors, Tything-men, Hay wa:ds, Chimney- viewers, Gaugers, Pac 
ers, Sealers of Weights and Meaſures, Key-keepers, and other ordin: 
Ton Officers. g 5 8 5 | 
select men to And the Se lect- ten of each Town, ſhall forthwith after ſuch Choice, i 
> they are that all thoſe Officers of whom an Oath is hy Law required, be ſummoned 
8 and ſworn to the faithful diſcharge of their reſpective Offices and Tru 
Major part to , Apd all Vores, Acts, and Orders in ſuch Town-Meetiog, ſhall be mad 
determine. by the major Part of the qualified Voters preſent in ſuch Meeting; auf 
being ſo made ſhall be deemed the Vote, Act, or Order of the Whole. 


— 5 


6 > nk & as is hereafter in this Act provided, ſhall have Power to make ſuch Order, 
| Rules and Conſtitutions as may concern the Welfare of their Town, 
C | | : Provided they be not of a criminal but of a prudential Nature, and thy 
it Proviſo. their Penalties exceed not Twenty Shillings for one Offence, and that they h 
* not repugnant to the Laws and Orders of this State. 

1 Penalty for And if any Inhabitants ſhall negle& or refuſe to obſerve, or ſhall any 
} 1 probe may Way tranſgreſs the ſame, the Penalties appointed may be levied by Diſtreg 
] ers- granted by an Aſſiſtant or 9 pſtice of the Peace. 
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3 | That every Perſon and Perſons being duly chofen as aforeſaid, to ſer 
W is any of the Offices aforeſaid, who ſhall refuſe to ſerve therein, and to ta 
| | Penalty 26s. the Oath (if any by Law be required) to that Office belonging, if he be at 


on thoſe who in Perſon to execute the ſame, ſhall pay the Sum of Twenty: i Shillings t 


refuſe, &c. the Treaſurer of the Town whereto he or they belong; except ſuch Perſu 
1 or Perſons ſhall make it appear that he or they is or are oppreſſed by ud 
i One afiftant, Choice, and that others are unjuſtly exempted. Any one Aſſiſtant or Ju 
M8 2 to hear, tice to hear and determine the ſame. e 
| And every ſuch Officer duly choſen by any Town, as aforefaid, havin 
Penalty _ zecepted (or not declared his Refufal to accept) the Office he is choſen i 
| fach as accept and that ſhall neglect the Performance of the Fruit committed to him, 4 
& neglect, & being thereof duly convicted before any one Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of 1 
| Peace, ſhall be fined according to the demerit of the Cauſe, not excerdi 
1 Fifteen Spillings for one Offence. 3 0 | 
I! ! | Aud tobereas often Times Sejourners, Tamates, young and other wnqualij 
1. | Per ſons preſume to deal, vote and intermeddle with the public Afﬀairs of the Tous 
þ i | where they live, and thereby diſturb and interrupt the regular Proceeding | 
1 Ton Mtb. 
1 „ Which to prevent; CE by 
4.408 | | Be it further enadled by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon that 15 
1418 Who cates, à lawful Inhabitant, a Houfholder, and that hath not a freehold Eu 
[1 bl .-* - not, rated in the common Liſt at Fifty Shillings, or perſonal Eſtate raced! 
14 ac. the faid Liſt at Forty Pounds, beſides his Perfon, and that is not of 
þ q | Age of Twenty-one Years, ſhall be allowed to vote, act, deal or intermed 
iſ | in any Town-Meeting in the choice of Officers, granting of Rates, or © 


one! 
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other Town Affairs: And if any Perſon or Perſons not qualified as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall preſume to vote, act, deal or intermeddle as atorelaid, contrary 
to this Act, every ſuch Offender ſhall forfeit the Sum of Fifteen Sbillings 
for every ſuch Offence : Tov be levied by Diftreſs and Sale of the Offend- 
er's Goods. 4 * 1 e i e e 3:4 4 det yo 1 
Provided always, That no Freeman of this State ſh 
-barred or hindred from voting in any Town-Meeting of that Town whereto 


Be it further enafted. by tbe Authority aforeſaid, That where there are 
any Precincts or Peculiars, ſo called, they ſhall in all Reſpects whatſo- 
ever, which have Reference to State, Miniſters, or other Rates, be in 
the ſame Circumſtances, and liable to the, like Aſſeſſments, and under 
the Power of the ſame Officers which the Towns are, where ſaid Peculi- 
ars are by Law. ordered to be rate. e es 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Town-Clerks 
for the Time being be, and they are hereby fully authorized and impower- 
d, in ſuch Towns wherein there is no Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace re- 
dent, from Time to Time to adminiſter the Oaths that by Law are pro- 
ded for that End, unto the reſpective Officers of ſuch Towns, that by 
aw ought to be {worn to the faithful Diſcharge of their ſaid Offices. + 
And that Town Clerks being choſen and,once ſworn, ſhall continue in 
heir Office until other Perſons are choſen and ſworn in their Room. 

And that upon the Refuſal, Death, or | of any Town-Clerk, or 
ther ordinary Town Officer in any Town in this State, ſuch Town may 


* 


ce, nemble together and chuſe a-new to fill up ſuch vacant Place. 
mo ne And be it e enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Town-Clerks 
"oY each of the reſpective Towns in this State, ſhal! annually, in May, ſend 
e mi 


te Treaſurer of the State, the Names of the Perſons in their reſpective 
W owns, who are choſen Conſtable to gather the State Rate. 
And if any Town Clerk ſhall negie& his Duty herein, he ſhall pay a 
ne of Twenty Shillings ; one Half thereof to the Complainer, who ſhall 
ſecute to Effect, and the other Half to the Treaſurer of the Town 


be aVvherein ſuch Clerk dwells. 5 
apy - — — — 
ha in Act concerning Town Clerks Office and Duty. 


or Ju E is enacted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
. W o/embled, and by the. Authority of the ſame, That the Town Clerk or Re- 
 haviniter of every Town in this State, ſhall record all Marriages, Births and 
ofen Maths of Perſons in their Towns ; and that all Parents, Maſters, Execu- 
1m, . and Adminiſtrators reſpectively, ſhall bring in to the Regiſter of the 
: of Men to which they belong, the Names of ſuch Perſons belonging to them 
cceedilg ther ſhall be born or die: And alſo every new married Man ſhall brin 
Time of his Marriage ſufficiently proved, either by Certificate from 
that married them, or by other iegal Prof, to the Regiſter within one 
ath after fuch Birth, Death or Marriage; and every Perſon neglecting 
forfeit Four Shillings ; and for every Month after the ſaid firſt Month, 
F Sbillings a Month wherein it is neglected. or yak Dus 
un the Regiſters of every Town ſhall, as far as they can come at, give 
Account of all ſach Neglects to the Grand. jury, who ſhall make Pre- 
dent thereof to the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace in the Coun- 
nich Forfeitures ſhall be paid to the Town Treaſurer. 


1qualijt 
he To 
eeding | 


lat is 0 


d Edu 


rated 1 4 further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That there ſhall be a 
0 Book or Books for regiſtring kept in each Town in this State, 
er " mn Index or Alphabet to the ſame, containing the Names of the 
ex, Ol 


he dots and Grantees, and alſo of the Grantecs and Grantors in 


T 1 tical 


all by this Act, be de- 


he belongs; any Thing contained in this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding, 


Proviſo. 


1233 
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be rated, &c, 
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ved new to 
be choſen 
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annually, &c- 
names of col. 
lectors, &c. 
Penalty for 
neglect 209, 
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„ 


Grantor re- 
fuſing to ac- 
knowledge, 
Ec. grantee 
may enter 

caution, &c. 


legal Evidence to all and every Perſon and Perſons that ſhall have the 


Proviſo. 


Grantor before the ſaid Regiſter: 


Deeds, &c. 
to be written, 
ſigned and 
witneſſed. 


And acknow- 
ledged. 


Otherwiſe 
not valid. 


Town clerks 
to keep town 
records. 


No deed va- 
lid except a- 
gainſt gran- 
tor, &c. un- 
leſs recorded. 


To bear date 
the day of re- 
ceipt. 


4. 


— 


tical Order; in which Book or Books the Town Clerk or Regiſter hal 
record every Man's Houſe, ana Lands granted and meaſured out to him, 
with the Bounds and Quantities of the ſame, and date the Time of hi 
entring all ſuch Records. | | | 

And if any Grantor being required by the Grantee, his Heirs or Aſſign, 
to make Acknowledgment of any Grant, Sale, Mortgage, or Bargain by 
him made, and ſhall refuſe ſo to do, the Grantee, or his Heirs may enter 
Caution with the Recorder upon ſuch Houſing and Lands as are to hin 
granted, bargained, fold, or mortgaged ; which Caution ſhall ſecure the In. 
tereſt of the Grantee till a legal Trial hath paſſed unto a final Iſſue accord. 
ing to Law: And the Judgment of the Court being delivered to the Re. 
corder, under the Clerk of the Court's Hand where"the Caſe was tried, 
ſhall be his Warrant to record the ſaid Grant, alchough the Grantor ſhall 
refuſe to acknowledge the ſame : And a Copy of rhe ſame under the 
Hand of the Regiſter or Town Clerk, and an Aſſiſtant, or Commiſſioner, 
or Juſtice of Peace, and one of the Select-men, ſhall be a ſufficient and 


fame, to all Intents, Ends and Purpoſes for the holding of the ſame fim 
to him, his Heirs and Aſſigns forever. 

Always provided, That no Regiſter ſhall record any Lands to any Per. 
ſon except he hold the ſame in his own Right, and make it appear to the 
Clerk or Regiſter, that he hath clear Right to thoſe Lands by ſufficient 


Teſtimony, quiet Poſſeſſion, Deed of Gift, or Acknowledgment of tht 


And to prevent Inconveniencies and unneceſſary Trouble that may enſue by 1 
written Grants, Bargains, Sales, or Mortgages : | 
Be it further enalled by the Authority aforeſaid; That after the firſt of My, 
One Thouſand fix Hundred and Sixty-gne, all Grants, Bargains, Sales, and 
Mortgages made of Houſes and Lands ſhall be in Writing and ſubſcribe 
by the Grantor, with his own Hand or Mark, unto which Mark his Name 
ſhall be annexed, and alſo atteſted by two Witneſſes, with their own Hand 
or Marks, unto which Marks their Names-ſhall be annexed. 
And after the firſt of September, One Thouſand fix Hundred and Seven! 
three, all Grants and Deeds made of Houſes and Lands ſhall be acknov 
ledged before an Aſſiſtant, or Commiſſioner, or Juſtice of the Peace. 
And that no Grant after the Time aforeſaid, ſhall be accounted con: 
pleated according to Law, but ſuch as are written, ſubſcribed, witneſſa 
and acknowledged as aforefaid : And all ſuch Grants ſhall be record 
according to Law. | | 
Arid the Town Clerk or Regiſter in each Town in this State, ſhall kt 
the Town Book or Books of their reſpective Towns; and ſhall truly ent 
in the ſaid Book or Books all Votes of the ſaid Town, Grants of Lai 
Choice of Town Officers, and other Town Acts and Matters upon l. 
Oath (except when neceſſarily abſent) and ſhall grant all Copies of ® 
ſame as need ſhall require, for reaſonable Satisfaction. | | 
And be it further enalted by the Authority aforeſaid, That ho Grant ot Daf 
of Bargain, Sale or Mortgage made of any Houſes or Lands within® 
State, from and after the firſt Day of March, One Thouſand ſeven Hui 
and Nine, ſhall be accounted good and effectual in Law to hold fuch Ho 
ſes and Lands againſt any other Perſon or Perions whatfoever but * 
Grantor or Grantors, and their Heirs only; unleſs the Grant, Derd 
Deeds thereof be recorded at length in the Records of the Town WV 
ſuch Houſes and Lands do tie. | | 
And the Town Clerk or Regiſter in every Town in this State, ſhall 
the Receipt of any Grant, Deed, Conveyance or Mortgage of any 1H 
7 Land brought to him to record, note thereupon the Day, Monti 
Tear when he received the ſame, and the Record ſhall bear the fame, 
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And it is further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid,” That if any Town 
Clerk or Regiſter within this State, ſhall neglect to do and perform his Du- 
ty according to the foregoing Paragraph of this Act, and be thereof con- 
ited, he ſhall pay a Fine of Five Pounds to the Treaſury of the County 
whereto he belongs for every ſuch Neglect. 


| 


N 3 aſſembled; and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Perſon or Per- 
es belonging to, or reſiding. within this State, and under the protection 


f its Laws, ſhall levy War againſt the State or Government thereof, or 


atrocious Crimes againſt the State. 


his State, or the United States of America; by joining their Armies, or by. 
fliſting or procuring; or purſuading others to enliſt for that Purpoſe, or by 
urciſhing Enemies with Arms or Ammunition, Proviſion, or any other Ar- 
cles for ſuch their Aid or Comfort, or by carrying on a treaſonable and 
eacherous Correſpondence with them, or ſhall form or be any ways con- 
rned in forming any Combination, Plot, or Conſpiracy for betraying 


bel bis State, or the United States, into the Hands or. Power of any foreign 
nM&0emy, or ſhall give or attempt to give or ſend; any Intelligence to the; 


nemies of this State for ſaid Purpoſe 3 every Perſon fo oftending, and 
ing thereof convicted, ſhall ſuffer Death. . nn 
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon or 
ferſons ſhall endeavour to join the Enemies of this State, or of the United 
tates, or uſe their Influence to perſuade or induce any Perſon or Perſons 
d join, aid, comfort or aſſiſt them in any Way or Manner whatſoever, or 
all have Knowledge of any Perſon or Perſons endeavouring or uſing 
er Influence aforeſaid, and ſhall conceal the ſame, ſhall be puniſhed: 
y Fine, according to the Nature of his Offence, and ſhall be impriſoned 
the Judgment of the Superior Court, in any of the Gaols in this State, 
dt exceeding ten Years. 1 | TCC 
Be it further enafied, That no Perſon accuſed of any of the Crimes afore- 
id, mentioned in this Act, who on Examination before proper Autho- 
, ſhall be adjudged worthy to be held to Trial for the ſame; ſhall be 
cidiFl et Liberty on Bail; unlefs ſaid Bail is taken before the Court that 
ch Juriſdiction of ſaid Cauſe ; but be committed to Priſon, there to re- 
an until delivered by due Courſe of Law. 4 4 


n At for regulating and ordering the public Trea⸗ 


ſure, and Treaſurers, | 
PE it enafted by the Governor, Countil and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the general or pub- 
Treaſure of this State, or any Part thereof, ſhall not be expended but 
ine Order of the Governor, or Aſſiſtants, or General Court: Nor any 
punty Treafure, but by the Order of the County Court of that County: 
” any Town Treaſure, but by the Order of the Select- men, or the In- 


| bitants. of the Town. = Te Her rg 

eel WY That the Treafurer of this tate for the Time beittg, ſhall deliver of pay 
* ney belonging to the State Treaſury, to any Perſon or Perfons, with- 
* Order, under the Hands of two Afliſtatits, or Juſtices of the Peace, if 

" K 85 de above Forty Shillings ; and if the Sum be under Fort Sbillings, 
| E mn © Treaſurer may accept of an Order fot Payment thereot under the 
18 ad of any one Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace. 5 
ch LED TEEN Alwoyi | 


n Act for the puniſhment of High-Treaſon, and other 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in Geral C gurt 


nowingly and willingly ſhall aid or aſſiſt any Enemies at open War againſt 


= —— - " 
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given. 
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ervices, &c. 
done for the 
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given, &c. 


No bill allows 
ed, &c. with- 
out certifi- 
cate, &c. 


State treaſu- 
yer to account 
Kc. 


County trea- 
ſurer to iſſue 
warrants for 
fines due to 
the county. 


All fines to 
be levied an- 
| nually. 


Town treaſu- 
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towns. 


Toapply &0. 
for fines, Kc. 


vice as aforeſaid, without producing ſuch Certificate, obtained within th 


Forfeitures for the Uſe of ſaid Town, 


—_ —_— * 


Away provided, That the Aſſiſtants or Juſtices that grant Bills or O. 
ders as aforeſaid, do inſert the Particulars for which the Money ment. 
oned in ſuch Bills or Orders, is due and to be paid. 

That the State Treaſurer ſhall pay out of the public Treaſury ſuch Sun 
and Sums as the General Court ſhall appoint, and order him to pay fron 
Time to Time, ſo far as he hath of the public Treaſury under his Com. 
mand to do the ſame. | ee fy 8 

And the ſaid State Treaſurer ſhall, and he is hereby impowered and re. 
quired, at all Times as the Cauſe requires, to iſſue forth his Warrants u 
the Sheriff or Conſtable; for the levying of all Fines and Forfeitures as ſhal 
be due from any Perſon or Perſons, to the public Treaſury of this State. 
That upon all Paymetits made of any of the State's Debts by the Stat 
Treaſurer; or by any Conſtable ot other Officer appointed to do the ſame, 
the ſaid Treaſurer, Conſtable, and other Officer ſhall take Receipts of th 
Perſons to whom fuch Payments are made, for the Sums paid to them. 

And that when any Perſon is impreſſed, or has any Thing impreſſed fron 
him for the Service of the State; or is called to any Service in the ſame, he 
ſhall within the Space of ten Days next after the Service done, or Thing 
impreſſed from him, apply himſelf to the Authority by whoſe Warrant ſuc 
Impreſſment was made, or to the Officer who impreſſed ſuch Thing, for 
Certificate under his Hand, (who are hereby required upon ſuch Applice 
tion, forthwith to grant ſuch Certificate) therein ſignifying the Service ſ 
done, the Time ſpent therein, and the true Value, as near as may be, d 
whatſoever was impreſſed from ſuch Perſon, as aforeſaid, _ 

And no Perſon ſhall be allowed any Bill upon the State Treaſurer, fo 
any Service done, or for any Thing impreſſed from him for the public Se 


Limitation above preſcribed, 1 3 
And the State Treaſurer ſhall render his Accompt, according to (ug. . 
Order, and at ſuch Time as the General Court ſhall appoint. Ir 
Be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That each reſpei p 
County Treaſurer in this State, ſhall be and is hereby impowered and fich 
quired, when and ſo often as Need ſhall require, to iſſue forth his Wanuhrfe 
under his Hands, directed to the Sheriff or Conſtable, for levying all Fin 
and Forfeitures that are or ſhall be due to the Treaſury of the Coun 
whereto he belongs, from any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever ; and ſs 
render his Account to the Judges of the County Court when he ſhall! 
thereto required by ſaid Court: © tas es | 
T hat the State and County Treafurers ſhall ſend forth their Warrant | | 
the levying all ſuch Fines and Forfeitures whereof they ſhall have Cog 
zance, within the Space of one Year after they ſhall be impoſed by" 
Court, ori the Penalty of forfeiting the Sum of Forty Shillings, to the 
of ſuch Treaſury for each Neglect. : | 
And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the reſpe® 
Town Treaſurers in the reſpective Towns in this State, ſhall have Pow 
receive all ſuch Monies as ſhall become due unto the reſpective To 
which they belong, either by Rates, Fines, Aſſeſſments or otherwilc : pl 
ſuch Town Treaſurers ſhall pay and deliver out all ſuch Monies as ſhall 
in their Hands, according to the Order of ſuch Towns, or the Select 
thereof, from Time to Time, keeping a juſt Accompt of ſuch Receipb“ 
Deliveries, and ſhall account with the Town or Selectmen at leaſt once?®; 
And it ſhall be the Duty of every Town Treaſurer to apply himſelf 4 
Civil Authority in the reſpective Towns, for an Account of all ſuch? 
and Forfeitures as ſhalt be recovered by Judgment before ſuch Aut 
belonging to the Treaſury of the Town where ſuch Judgment is 8" 


% % 


leaſt within one Year after Judgment given, and teceive the ſaid Fs 
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Caſes, and directing Proceedings therein. 


DE it enaded by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
D affembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Perſon or Perſons 
all cut, fell, deſtroy or carry away any Tree or Trees, Timber or Under- 
yood whatſoever, ſtanding, lying or growing on the Land of any other Per- 
2n or Perſons, or off or from any ſequeſtered Lands for Town Common, or 
ny common or undivided Lands in any Town; without Leave or Licence 
ff the Owner or Owners of ſuch Lands whereon ſuch Trees, Wood, Timber 
xr Underwood was ſtanding, lying or growing, on Pain that every ſuch 
perſon ſo cutting, felling, deſtroying or carrying away the ſame, or that 
hall be aiding or aſſiſting therein, ſhall for every ſuch Treſpaſs, forfeit and 
jay to the Party or Parties injured or treſpaſſed upon, the Sum of Ten Shillings 
or every Tree of one Foot over, and for all Trees of greater Dimenſions 
hree Times the Value thereof, beſides Ten Shillings as aforeſaid, and Five 
billings for every Tree or Pole under the Dimenſions of one Foot Diameter: 
hich ſeveral Penalties, Forfeitures and Damages, fhall and may be reco- 
ered by Action, Bill, Plaint or Information, upon Conviction of the Treſ- 
ifſer or Treſpaſſers, as is hereafter eſpecially provided and enafted. .. 
"i Be it further enafted and declared by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Pro- 
Wrictors of the common and undivided Lands in the ſeveral Townſhips, are 
e Perſons treſpaſſed upon, by cutting, felling, deſtroying or carrying away 
Timber, Tree or Trees, growing or lying on the common and unaivided 
ands in ſaid Towns: And that the Inhabitants of the reſpective Towns 
e the Perſons treſpaſſed upon by all ſuch Treſpaſtes as aforeſaid; done in 
queſtered Lands er Town Commons in ſuch Towns, .. FEAT 
Be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perfon or Per- 
Das ſhall unlawfully throw down, or leave open any Bars, Gates, Fence 
Fences belonging to or incloſing any common Field, or any Lands held 
Propriety er Common, or belonging to any particular Perſon or Perfons 
thin this State, ſhall for every fuch Treſpaſs, upon Conviction thereof, 
reit and pay to the Party or Parties injured thereby, double Damage; 
A alſo a Sum not exceeding Twenty: fue Shillings, according to the Na- 
re wu Aggravation of the Treſpaſs : To be recovered in Manner as 
oretaid, 3 CS PETR OY 3 — 
Be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That every Perſon or Per- 
ns that ſhall fer Fire on any Lands in this State, that ſhall run into any 
mmon and undivided Lands, or Town Commons, or Lands belong- 
to any particular Perſon or Perſons ; ſuch Perfon or Perſons ſetting 
en Fire, or that ſhall be aiding and aſſiſting therein, ſhall pay and ſatisfy 
1 or Owners of the Lands all Damages that ſhall be done by 
Fire. 


* Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perfon or Perſons 
x all gather, deſtroy, or carry away any Bayberries ſtanding or growing on 


Land of any other Perſon or Perſons without Leave or Licence of the 
ner or Owners of ſuch Lands whereon ſuch Bayberries were ſtanding or 
wY "Wing, on Pain that every ſuch Perſon gathering, defroying, or. carry- 

> away the ſame, or that ſhall be aiding or aſſiſting therein, ſhall forfeit 


Py " Pay to the Party or Parties injured or treſpaſſed upon, three Times the 
Kut ve of the Bayberries fo gathered, deſtroyed, or carried away; and alſo 
e Sum of Three Shillings for every Buſhel ſo gathered, beſides. the ſaid 
75 old Value; and ſo after that Rate for a greater or leſſer Quantity: 


de recoyered in Manner as aforeſaid. 9 | . 
d foraſmuch as it is at ſome Times very difficult to detect er convict any 
Al or Treſpaſſers againſt ibis AR in the ordinary Method or _ 4 


\n Act for detecting and puniſhing Treſpaſſes in divers 
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Proviſo. 


lations as they ſhall agree to. 1 
Provided alſo, Fhat all Agreements upon Record, in any Town int 


Proviſo. 


Burden of 
proof where 
to lie. 


on their undivided Lands, contrary to this Act. | ; 


the Law; by Reaſonwbe Treſpaſſes are generally committed where: fall Evidna 
7 EMBER: init po beam 3 hor | 

Be it therefore enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in Caſe any Diſput 
ariſe upon any Action, Bill, Plaint or Information: brought as aforeſaid 
wherein the Plaintiff, Complainant, or Informer ſhall charge the Defend 
ant in Treſpaſs in any of the Particulars aforeſaid, or of aiding or aſſiſting 
therein, then, and in ſuch Caſes; if the Plaintiff, Complainant or Infurng 
ſhall make Oath that there hath been ſuch and ſo many Facts commirted 
as are charged in the Declaration, and that he ſuſp*&s the Detendant u 
have committed the ſaid Treſpaſſes, although the Plaintiff, © omplainan, 
er Informer may not be able to produce any other Evidence thereof thanty 
render it highly probable, to the Court, Aſſiſtant or Juſtice before who 
the Trial is, then and in every ſuch Cafe (unleſs the Detendant ſhall acquit 
himſelf upon Oath, that he did not do nor cauſe to be done the Facts tha 


Oaths the faid Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice are hereby impowered to admin. 
ſter) the Plaintiff, Complainant; of Informer ſhall recover the Penalties au 
Damages aforeſaid, with Coſt : But if the Defend ant ſhall in fuch Manne 
acquit himſelf upon Oath, as aforeſaid, the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice may 
and iball enter Judgment for the Defendant to recover double his Cal 
occaſioned by fuch Proſecution; n. . 

That if any Perſon or Perſons having their Faces blacked, painted, or an 
way diſguiſed, fhall either by Day or Night commit any of the Treſpaſs 
aforeſaid ; or ſhall beat or abuſe any of the Subjects or Citizens of the Unite 
States, or any other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever under the Protection d 
the Laws of theſe States, and be thereof convicted by due Courſe of Lay 
ſuch Perſon or Perfons fo treſpaſſing, ſhall over and above the Penaltt 
and Damages aforeſaid, be publicly whipt, not exceeding twenty Stripes 
as the Nature of the Treſpaſs may require. | 
Always provided, That the Proprietors of the common, undivided Land 
in the reſpective Towns, may grant Liberty for the cutting or felling an 


ing or lying in their common or undivided Lands, under ſuch Regulatio 
and Reſtrictions as they, or the major Part of them in their legal Mecti 
ſhall fee Cauſe and appoint ; and. impower their Agents. or Attornies | 
their Place or Stead to profecute any Perſon or Perſons that ſhall creip 


And the like Power is hereby alfo given to che Inhabitants of the ſeve! 
Towns in their Town-Meetings, with reſpect to the Timber, Tree or It 
Wood or Underwood, growing or lying on Lands within their Fownlbi 
ſequeſtered for Town Commons, viz. To appoint Agents or Attornis' 
profecute any Perfon or Perfons that ſhall treſpaſs upon Lands f:queli! 
for Town Commons, as aforeſaid, | | 

Provided alſo, And it is hereby Enafed, That no Town ſhalt have Fo" 
fo prohibit any Perfon or Perfons inhabiting in ſuch Town from cui 
Fire-Wood, or getting Fencing- Stuff for their own Uſes only, off and fr 
any Lands ſequeſtered for Fown Commons, under ſuch reaſonable Re 


State, concerning any the Timber, Wood, &c. in this Act mentioned,” 
fo far as faid Acts or Apreements concern the Inhabitants of fuch I- 
gertirls Timber, Wood, &c. on the common and undivided Land, 

ands ſequeſtered for Town Commons ia ſuch Towns, for their on, 
only, be, and be holden good and valid; any Fhing to the contrary u 
Act notwithſtanding. = EN RS | | Wa 
And in caſe any Diſpute ariſe about the Uſe for which any of the! . 
Timber, &c. in this A& mentioned is got, the burthen of Proof fhall!* 
him who pleads, or ayers the Uſe he got ſuch Timber, &c. for. 


% 
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Provided alſo, and it is hereby enafted, That when the Court, Aſſiſtant or 

Tuſtice before whom any Trial upon this Act ſhall be had, ſhall be well 

aisfied that the Defendant was guilty through Miſtake, and that he really 

lieved the Timber or Bayberries complained of, when growing, were 

pon his own Land; that in ſuch Cafe the Defendant ſhall be ſentenced, 
) pay to the Plaintiff only the juſt Value of the Timber felled, taken 

way or deſtroyed, or Bayberries gathered, carried away or deſtroyed, and 

ofts of Trial, and no more. | F 

Provided alſo, That nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued to prevent or 
inder any Town in this State from agreeing in their annual Town-Meeting 
xr ſetting Fires in their own Commons, as formerly ; in which Caſe the 
nhabitants of the Town ſo agreeing, ſhall pay all Damage that ſhall be 
one by ſuch Fires running and burning in any adjacent Townſhip. _ 

Be it further enafled by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon whatſo- 
er ſhall take any Horſe, Mare, or Drawing-Beaſt, other than his own, out 
f any Incloſure, or Common-Field, or elſewhere, (except ſuch Creature 
all be taken Damage-feaſant, and diſpoſed of according to Law) without 
ave of the Owner, and ſhall ride or uſe the ſame ; every ſuch Perſon ſhall 
ay to the Party wronged treble Damages; or if the Complainant ſhall de: 
e it, only Six Shillings. And if the Perſon ſo offending ſhall be unable 
make Payment, then he ſhall by Service make Satisfaction therefor. . 
Provided, That all Offences againſt, or Breaches of this Paragraph be 
oſecuted within ſix Months after the ſame are committed. . ., . _ 
That if any Horſe or other Beaſt, ſhall treſpaſs in any Corn-field, or other 
cloſure, being fenced in ſuch Sort as ſecures e Cows, Oxen, Calves 
d ſuch like Cattle, the Party or Parties treſpaſſed upon ſhall procure two 
le Men, of good Report and Credit, to view and adjudge the Harms done; 
ich the Owner or Owners of the Beaſt or Beaſts ſhall ſatisfy when known; 
doh reaſonable Demand, whether the Beaſt ſhall be impounded or not 
Wt if the Owner or Owners be known, and near reſiding, as in the ſame 
dwri, or the like, Notice thereof ſhall be given to him or them, or left at the 
ace of his or their uſual Abode, before an Eſtimation be made thereof, to 
End he or they, or ſome other Perſon appointed by him or them, may be 
ent when the Judgment is made: The like Notice alſo ſhall be left ſor 
or them, of the Damage charged upon them, that if any ſhall not approve 
reof, he or they may repair to the Select- men, or ſome of them, who ſhall 
ſuch Caſe nominate and appoint two able and indifferent Men to review 


(cr judge the faid Harms; which being forthwith diſcharged and paid, 
Treeether with the Charge of Notice, former and latter View and Determi- 
rolb-o8F'ior: of Damages, the firſt Judgment to be void, if not to ſtand in Law. 


\nd that when Damage is done to any Perſon or Perſons, if it appear to 
done or happen by the meer Default of him or them to whom the Da- 
& 1s done, it ſhall be judged no Treſpaſs, and no Damage ſhall be given, 


Ang be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when in any 
10n of Frefpaſs brought before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, the 
tendant ſhal jaſtify upon à Plea of Title, a Record fhall be made thereof; 
the Matter of Fact ſhall be taken pro C onfeſſo, and the Party making 
h Plea ſhall become bound with one or more Sureties, by way of Recog- 
ande, unto the adverſe Party, in a reaſonable Sum, not exceeding Twenty 
"ds, on Condition that he ſhall purfue his Plea, and bring forward a 


bolder for the County in which ſach Treſpafs is alledged to be done; 
pay and ſatiefy all Damages and Coſts, as by the Court ſhall be ewarded 
alt him; which Recognizance the ſaid Aſſiſtant or Juſtice is hereb 
ſowered to require and take, and ſhall be paid for the ſame by the Recog- 
* and for recording the Plea, his legal Fees; and alſo at the ord of 

| the 


for a Frial of his Title at the next Inferior Court of Common Pleas to 


5 
Proviſo. 
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Treſpaſſes 


* done by mere 


default, no 
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to the faulty 
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fore juſtice, 
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If defendant 
fails, to pay 
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ges, &c. 
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failing to 
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proceed on 
the merits. 


Preamble. 


TLogs, &c. ta- 
ken up on 
Connecticut. 
river to be ſe- 
cured, &c. 


floating, in 
leſs than ſix 
months. 
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tecuring 


drifts. 


Forfeiture for 
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ſecured: 
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ere 
months, to 
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the ſame Party ſhall certify the Proceſs and Record of ſuch Plea, toge o 


floated down Connecticut -· River, and in a ſecret Manner are taken up and il 


in Eength, and double the Value of ſuch Shingles or Staves ; and Ten P. 


— 


with the Recognizance, unto the ſaid next Court; and if ſuch Recognin 
ſhall negle& to bring forward ſuch Suit at the ſa.d Court, according tot 
Tenor of his Recognizance, the Default ſhall be recorded, and a WRA 
Scire Facias be iſſued out of the Clerk's Office of the ſame Court, for d 
Recovery of the Sum or Penalty in the Recognizance mentioned, of hig 
— ———— f = «» 7 oh ot os | 

Or if upon Trial before the ſaid Court he ſhall not make out a Title 
the Land or Tenement on which the Treſpaſs is laid to be done, param 
to the Poſſeſſion, or other Title of the adverſe Party, Judgment ſhall 
rendered for the Party treſpaſſed upon for treble Damages, and Coſt of du 
But if the Defendant in Treſpaſs, juſtifying on Plea of Title, ſhall ref 
or neglect to become bound in Manner as aforeſaid, then his Plea fh 
abate; and the Juſtice notwithſtanding the ſame, ſhall proceed to try th 
Cauſe, and upon due Proof of the Treſpaſs committed by him, ſhall aw 
Damages againſt him according to what ſhall be made out, and Coſt of Sug 


| Whereas large Duantities of Logs and other Timber, Shingles and Stavs i 


deſtinely diſpoſed of, ſo that it's very difficult in the common Courſe of the Lau. 
prove the ſame ;, ſo that gs Lofs and Damage thereby happens to the Own 
thereof : Which to prevent; 2 
Be it enaRted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Cu 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when any Perſon or Perl 
ſhall take up any Logs, Timber, Shingles or Staves, floating or floated dot 
the ſaid River, the Logs and Timber being fairly marked, and the Shingk 
and Staves bundled up, he ſhall feize, bind, or well ſecure the ſ:me; a 
that within one Week next after his or their taking up, ſtopping and 
ing the ſame, enter the ſame with the Kind, Bignefs, Length and Mark; 
the Logs and Timber, the Number of Bundles, and the Kind of Shingk 
and Staves, and by whom taken up, and the Places where they lie, vi 
ſuch Clerk or Clerks where Strays and loſt Goods are by Law to be enten 
and ſhall let ſuch Logs, Timber, Shingles and Staves lie, without diſpo 
thereof, or any Ways defacing the Marks thereon, full ſix Months atter 
firſt entering the ſame ;' on Penalty of forfeiting and paying to the Ov 
or Owners of ſuch Logs, Timber, Shingles or Staves, viz. the Sum off 
8billings for every Log or other Stick of Timber not exceeding thirty f 


for every Log or other Stick of Timber which exceeds thirty Feet 
Length. And every Perſon or Perſons taking up, ſafe ſecuring, and ent 
ing any Logs, Timber, Shingles or Staves, ſhall be entitled to a Fe 
One Shilling and Two-pence, for taking, ſeizing” and entering any Loy 
Stick of Timber not exceeding thirty Feet in Length, and the ſame dl 
for every Bundle of Shingles or Staves ; Three-pence whereof ſhall be 
lowed and paid to the Clerk for entering the ſame ; and Four Sbillin l 
Two-pence for eyery Log or Stick of Timber which exceeds that Log 
Three-pence whereof to be paid to the Clerk, as aforeſaid, | 
And that no Owner or Owners of ſu: h Logs, Timber, Shingles or SW 
ſhall take away any ſuch Logs, Timber, Shingles or Staves, taken up, 
cured and entered as aforeſaid, until he has paid the Fees aforeſaid, 9! 
nalty of forfeiting arid paying to him or them that took up, ſecured 
entered the ſame, as aforeſaid; the Sum of Ten Shilliugs for cach Lo 
Stick not exceeding thirty Feet in Length, and the Value of the Si" 
and Staves ſo taken up, ſecured and entered, as aforefaid, and Five I. 
for each Log or Stick of Timber above thirty Foot long. 
And if no Owner appear to challenge, and make out his Claim 
within fix Months next after the Entry thereof, it ſhall and may beg : 
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For bim or them that tobt up, ſecured and entered the ſame to diſpoſe 
kheteof to his or their own Uſe, without being accountable to the Owners 
hereof. A Fed e becher Re 

And when any Diſpute ſhall ariſe in any Action brought on this AR, it 
all and may be lawful for the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace be: 

ore whom the Trial may be, to proceed to examine the Parties under Oath, 
ind all other Evidence produced; and to make up ſuch Judgment therein 
« i6 thein ſhall appear equitable and juſt. tt. 

And whereas there mighs be conſiderable Profit ariſe by floating of Timber own 
hat Rivolet called Windſor-River, were there proper Proviſion mane for. Hetet- 
ng and puniſhing ſuch as privately take up and diſpoſe of ſaid Logs, &c. floating 
wn ſaid River: Wherefore, F 
Be it enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That whoſoever ſhall ſtop or 
ake up any Saw-mill Logs or other Timber floating down ſaid River 
ing fairly marked, without the ſpecial Direction or Order of the Owner, ot 
dwners of ſuch Logs or Timber, before ſuch Logs or Timber have paſſed 
y the Bridge, ſet a-croſs ſaid River, in the firſt Society in Vindſor, ſhall for 
ery Log or Stick of Timber thus ftopped, pay to the Owner or Owhers 
ſaid Logs, &c. the Sum of Ten Shillings. £07 „„ 
And it is further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That whoſoever ſhall 
ace the Marks made on faid Logs or Timber, or any Way diſpoſe of, or 
Il the ſame, ſhall forfeit and pay to the Owner or Owners thereof, for each 
fence, the Sum of Ten Shillings, and double the Value of ſaid Logs or 
imber thus diſpoſed of, or whoſe Marks ſhall be purpoſely defaced. And 
hen any Diſpute ſhall ariſe, in any Action brought on this Act, it ſhall and 
ay be lawful for the Court, Aſſiſtant; or Juſtice of the Peace before whom 
> Trial may be, to proceed to examine the Parties under Oath, and all 
e Evidence produced, and to make up fuch Judgment therein, as to them 
ll appear juſt and equitable, ' - — EGS, "3 Noah 
And in order to compenſate for the Damage being done to the Proprictors and 
pers of the Lands and Meadows adjoining ſaid Windſor-Niver, by Rebſon 
the Logs, Sc. being carried therton by the Floods : MP IRS 

Be it further enaRed by the Authority aforeſaid, That when Saw. mill Logs, 
mber, Staves or Shingles, floating down ſaid Hindſor-River, ſha]l be car- 
d on to, and lodge on the Meadows or improved Lands of any particulat 
on, it ſhall be the Duty of the Owners or Poſſeſſors of ſuch Lands ot 
adows whercon ſuch Logs, Timber, Staves or Shingles are lodged; to 
er an Account of the ſame on the Records of the Pown-Clerk of the 
wn where ſuch Lands lie, within thirty Days next after fuch Logs} 
mber, Staves or Shingles ſhall be found lodged, as aforefaid, with the 


Fee rticular Marks thereof and length of the Timber or Logs, and the Place 
[Log ere the ſame are lodged, as aforeſaid; and the Owner of ſuch Timber; 
ne es, &c. ſhall (on proving his Property therein) have Liberty to carry 

ms Timber, Logs, &c. lodged as aforeſaid, on paying the Owners or 


teffors of ſuch Lands his or their reaſonable Damages ſuſtai ned by ſaid 
ber, &c. remaining on, and in carrying the ſame off ſaid Lands; to be 
fed by the next Aſſiſtant, or Juftice of the Peace, in Cafe the Parties 
not agree; and alſo Six. pence for entering the fame on Record as aforeſaid; 


. 3 laid Logs, Timber, Staves, or Shingles within nine Months after the 
o ord thereof made as aforeſaid, the Owner of ſuch Lands whereon the 
chin are lodged as aforeſaid, may appropriate the ſame ro his own Uſe ; any 
"Af Uſage or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


en further Ena8ed; That if any Perſon or Perfons ſhalt, without Liberty 
tad of the Owners or Poſſefſors of the Lands or Meadows whereon fuch 
wer, Logs, Staves or Shingles ate lodged, and the Marks recorded as 
. K k aforeſaid, 


le it further Enacfed, That if no Perſon appears to claim and carry off 
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Penalty 40s. 
for vexatious 
ſuits, and to 


pay treble 
damages. 


Third offence 
how puniſh- 
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1 
* 
40 


Of the ſele&- 


men. 


Houſholders 
to have bibles 
in their fami- 
lies; 


for neglect, 
how dealt 
with, &c. 


And with 
catechiſms, 


& c. | 


Conſtables, 
&c. to make 
Preſentment, 


&c. 


aforeſaid, attempt to remove the ſame z or without firſt paying reaſon, 
Damages, and ſaid Sum for recording as aforeſaid ; ſuch Perſon or Perſon 
ſo offending, ſhall forfeit and pay to the Owner or Poſſeſſor of ſuch Lay 
or Meadows, the Value of ſuch Timber, Logs, Staves or Shingles { 2 
tempted to be removed; to be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Information. 


a * * 


— 


An Act for preventing and puniſhing vexatious Lay.ſ 


DE it enaFed by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentalives, in General Cor 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That whenſoever any Plaint 
ſhall wittingly and willingly wrong any Defendant, by commencing ani 
proſecuting any Action, Suit, Complaint or Indiftment in his own Nang 
or in the Name of others, with Intent unjuſtly to vex and trouble ſuch D. 
fendant, ſuch Plaintiff being legally convicted thereof, ſhall pay treh 
Damages to the Party grieved, and be fined the Sum of Forty Shillings, u 
the Treaſurer of the County, N 
And for the third Offence in that Kind, he ſhall be judged and proceed 
againſt as a Common Barrator. My 


— 


An Act for the more effectual putting in Execution th 
Laus againſt Vice, Immorality and Profaneneſs, an 
for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge. | 


IF HERE AS putting in Execution the good and wholeſeme Laws, made| 
reſtraining, puniſhing and ſuppreſſing profane, immoral and irreligious Pru 
tices in this State, and promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, will greatly tend toll 
honor of Religion, the Peace and good Order of human Saciety, and to ſupp 
Ter o ˙ A fe 5) 5, 
Therefore, that the ſame may be more generally and effectually done; 
E it enatied by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in Gen 
Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all Judges and J. 
tices of the Peace in the reſpective Counties in this State, be, and they 
hereby required to be diligent and careful in putting in Execution all ſu 
Laws and Acts as are or ſhall be made in this State, for the puniſhing, 1 
ſtraining or ſuppreſſing any Profaneneſs, Immorality, or irreligious Pract 
or Diſorders, that thereby the good Ends propoſed in ſuch Acts and Li 
may be attained. _ E Sil elog 1 0 | 
That the Sele&t-men from Time to Time, ſhall make diligent Enqu 
of all Houſholders within their reſpective Towns, how they are furnild 
with Bibles ; and if upon ſuch Enquiry any Houſholder be found with 
one Bible at leaſt, then the Select- men ſhal! warn the faid Houſholder fo 
with to procure one Bible at leaſt, for the Uſe and Benefit of their Fam 
reſpectively: And it the ſame be neglected, then tlie ſaĩd Select- men 
make Return thereof to the next Authority, who may deal with ſuch Ho 
holder's Family according to the directions of the Law relating db 
educating and governing of Children. OUS Lins 
And all ſuch Families as are numerous, and whoſe Circumſtance 
allow thereof, ſhall be ſupplied with Bibles according to the Numb 
Perſons of Capacity to uſe the ſame in ſuch Families; and with a fu! 
Number of Orthodox Catechiſms, and other good Books of practical 
lineſs, and the like, | wy 4 
That the Conſtables, Grand-jury-men and Tithing-men in the relp® 
Towns in this State, ſhall, and they are hereby required to make hs 
Search after, and Preſentment make of all the Breaches of the Laws "W 
relate to their Office or Offices reſpectively. N 


1 
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And the Conſtables and Grand-jury-men in the reſpective Towns ſhall, 
on the Evenings after the Lord's-Day, and other public Days of religious Conſtables & 
Solemnity, walk the Street, and duly ſearch all Places ſuſpected for hat bour- grand-jury- 


ing or entertaining any People or Perſons aſſembled contrary to Law. 2235 


Be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Juſtices of che Peace, Fe 
Grand- jurors, Conſtables and Tithing-men in the reſpective Towns in this. ew, 8 
tate, ſhall annually meet in the reſpective Towns to which they belong, on meet annual- 
he firſt Monday of January, and on the third Monday in June, at the Place 1y on the firſt 
there their annual Town- Meetings are held, or at ſome other Place by them Monday of p 
pppointed, there to adviſe, conſider, and uſe their joint Intereſt in ſuppreſſing ird Monday 
Profaneneſs, Vice, and Immorality; and for the due Execution of all the of April, to 


aus of this State, to which their reſpective Offices have Relation. adviſe, &c. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Town-Clerk .... 

ff each reſpective Town in this State, at the opening of the public Town- am. 
eeting for electing Town- Officers in December annually, if preſent, and in ally in towns 

is Abſence the Select- men for the Time being, who ſhall be preſent, ſhall meeting in 

ead, or cauſe to be read this Act, and every Paragraph thereof publicly in December. 
is Meeting. | 

And if ſuch Clerk, being preſent, or ſuch Sele&-men preſent in the 

th 1eri's Abſence, ſhall negleR or refuſe publicly to read, or cauſe to be read 

is Act; then the ſaid Clerk or Sele&-men in refuſing or neglecting, ſhall 

orfeit and pay the Sum of Twenty Shillings ; one Half to the Complainer, 

ho ſhall proſecute to Effect, and the other Half to the Town-Treaſury, 

And the Conſtables and Grand-jury-men are directed to inquire after, Conſtables & 


n 


Ne, 
De 
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J, U 


edel 


all 


ad: nd due Preſentment make of all Breaches of this Act, to ſome Aſſiſtant ran oy 
Pu Juſtice of the Peace; who are hereby impowered to hear and determine „ | 


| to (ie ſame, 


uppr 


Ine; 
Gene 
nd ji 
hey 
all {ut 
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n Act for enabling the United States of America, to 
commence and proſecute Actions or Suits in any of 
the Courts in this State, for the recovery of their 
common Rights and Intereſts. 

DE it enated by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 


ng, | 
brach) oſernbled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That it ſhall and may belaw- The united 
id Lfor the United States of America, to ſue, commence, and proſecute any fates im. 


is or Actions for the recovery of any Debts due to them, or any Eſtate or powered to 


Enqul perry to them belonging; or for the recovery of Damages for any Frauds 8 = 


eacniſ reſpaſſes againſt them, and to appear by their Agents or Attornies that 
| with” be appointed by Congreſs, or by Authority derived from them; and all 
Jer for Suits or Actions purſue to final Judgment and Execution. 


Ind be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be the Duty Inſorming 
the State Attornies, and other Informing Officers in this State, to make officers to 
ſentment of all Frauds and other Crimes committed againſt the United make Pre- 
tes, within their reſpective Precincts, which ſhall be proſecuted and 1 
ſhed in the ſame Manner as if committed againſt this State. ; 
nd be it further Enafed, That every Commiſſioner or Auditor, appoin- 1 
«44 United States in Congreſs aſſembled, or under their Authority, — — 
we any of the public Accounts, ſhall have full Power to call Wit- examine wit- 
. before them in this State, and examine them under Oath or Affirma- neſſes under 
ching any ſuch Accounts as are reſpectively aſſigned to them for och. 
49 t; and if any Perſon duly ſummoned, ſhall neglec to appear and 
a ined as aforeſaid, he ſhall be liable to the ſame Pains and Penalties 

neglecting to appear before any Court in this State. | 
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An Act for reſtraining the taking exceſſive N 


E it enacted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in Genera) Cum 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Perſon or Perf 
whatſoever, upon any Contract made, ſhall take, directly or indirectly fy 
loan of any Monies, Wares, Merchandizes, or other Commodities what, 
ever, above the Value of Six Pounds, for the Forbearance of One Hundi 
Pounds, for a Year; and ſo after that Rate for a greater or leſſer Sum, vii 
for a longer or ſhorter Time. 
And that all Bonds, Contracts, Mortgages and Aſſurances whatſoeve Ml 
made for the Payment of any Principal, or Money lent, or covenanted ul 
be lent upon, or for Uſury, whereupon or whereby there ſhall be reſerv# 
or taken above the Rate of Six Pounds in the Hundred, as aforeſaid, ſhil 
be utterly void. 2 | | D 
And all and every Perſon and Perſons whatſoever, who ſhall take, accey; 
and receive by way or means of any corrupt Bargain, Loan, Exchange 
or by covine, or deceitful Conveyance, or by any other Way or Mean 
whatſoever, for the Forbearance, or giving Day of Payment for one who 
Year, of and for their Money, or other Thing or Things above the Sum 6 
Six Pounds for the Forbearance of One Hundred Pounds for a Year ; and{ 
after that Rate for a greater or leſſer Sum, or for a longer or ſhorter Tin 
ſhall forfeit and loſe for every ſuch Offence, the full Value of the Goods ar 


one Moiety thereof to the public Treaſury of this State, the other Moietyt 
the Informer who ſhall ſue for and proſecute the ſame to Effect. 
And whereas many Perſons, not contenting themſelves with juſt and reaſm 
able Gains, or Intereſt for Goods ſold or Money lent, do uſe many ſubtil and is 
deſtine Methods to oppreſs their poor Debtors, by inducing and compelling ti 
to give great and unlawful Sums for Forbearance ; and to effeft the ſame, til 
Advantage of the Diſtreſs and Poverty of thier Debtors to induce them to com 
from Witneſſes the real Conſideration of the Securities given. 
| For preventing of which, 
Be it enalted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Grand- Jurors in tit 
reſpective Precincts, ſhall make Enquiry after all Perſons that are oft 
Name and Fame for oppreſſing their poor Debtors or Borrowers, or ot! 
king exceſſive Intereſt for Forbearance, and ſhall preſent ſuch Perſon 
Perſons to the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, as being guilty of 
Crimes; and if thereupon ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall not ſatisfy the 
thority before whom he or they are brought to be examined, that he or 
are not guilty, ſuch Authority may bind over ſuck, Perſon or Perſons, 
two good Sureties, in a Recognizance, not exceeding the Sum of One I 
dred Pounds lawful Money, to appear at the next County Court 1n 
County where he or they dwell, to anſwer to ſaid Preſentment, and a 
the Judgment of the Court thereon. Lg 
And if ſuch Perſon or Perſons refuſe to become bound as aforeſaid, 
ſaid Authority ſhall commit him or them to the common Goal in 
County, there to remain till he or they conform themſelves and bec 
bound as aforeſaid. 
And if upon Trial before the Court, one credible Witneſs ſhall come 
depoſe againſt ſuch Perſon or-Perſons, that he or they have taken exc” 
Intereſt or Security therefor, or otherwiſe have oppreſſed their poor Dev 
or Borrowers, ſetting forth the Fact before the Court, it ſhall be laufl 
the Court to bind ſuch Perſon or Perſons, with Sureties, in a Recog'7 
not exceeding the Sum of One Hundred Pounds lawful Money, io“ 
their good Behaviour; and that he or they ſhall offend no more in 
Kind, for ſuch Time as the Court ſhall judge meet. 
And if ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall offend again in like manner, l 
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Lor they are under ſuch Recognizance, to be proved againſt him or them by 
one credible Witneſs, ſuch Perſons ſhall be adjudged to have forfeited their 
Recognizance; unleſs ſuch Perſons ſhall be acquitted by a Jury of twelve 
Jawful Men of the Neighbourhood, declaring upon their Oaths, that they 
believe he or they are not guilty : Which Jury he or they, at his or their 
Requeſt, and at his or their own Charge, may have the Liberty of. | 
And in Caſe. Judgment ſhall be given againſt ſuch Perſon or Perſons, 
he Court may at Diſcretion chancer down the Recognizance, more or leſs 
according to the Aggravation of the Offence. 3 3 
And be it further EnaZed, That in any Action brought on any Bond, Bill, 
Mortgage, or other Inſtrument whatſoever, it ſhall be lawful for the Deten- 
gant in ſuch Action, to inform the Court before which ſaid Action is 
brought, by filing his Complaint with the Clerk of ſuch Court, on the ſe- 
ond Day cf the Court's fitting, that the Mortgage, Bond, or other Inſtru- 
nt on which the Action is brought, is uſurious and oppreſſive, and was 
given for no Juſt or reaſonable Conſideration; and then in ſuch Caſe the 
ourt is directed and impowered to proceed in ſearching out the Truth of 
uch Complaint, as a Court of Chancery or Equity, by <xamining the Par- 
ies upon Oath, or in any other Way proper to a Court of Equity : And 
f the Plaintiff ſhall refuſe to be examined upon Oath, his Action fhall be 
lonſuit, and the Court ſhall give Judgment for the Defendant to recover 
iis Coſt, ai 8 1 
And if upon Trial the Court ſhall find ſuch Mortgage, Bond or Note, 
c. to be uſurious or oppreſſive, and for which the Defendant had no rea- 
onable Conſideration, they ſhall adjuſt the fame in Equity, and give Judg- 
nent that the Plaintiff recover no more than the juſt Value of the Goods 
old, &c. or than the principal Sum which the Defeadant received of the 
Flaintiff, without Iatereſt, or any Advance thereupon. - _ nals ETD. 
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if the Defendant 
any Action founded on Contract, depending before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice 
t the Peace, ſhall file his Bill complaining that ſaid Contract is Uſurious, 
ch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice ſhall enquire into, and adjuſt the ſame in Equity, 
nd render Judgment therein according to the Rules and Directions in this 
ct pteſcribed for other Courts. : 3 


Always provided, That nothing in this Act be conftrued to prevent any 
rſon ¶erſons from proceeding upon full Evidence in the common Courſe of Law 
of zainſt exceſſive Uſury, and uſurious Contracts, either in Defending or Re- 


dvering thereon, as in the firſt Paragraph of this Act is provided. 


i enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
O aſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Treaſurer of each 
dunty within this State, ſhall at the proper Coſt and Charge of the ſaid 
Punty, provide, as there ſhall be Occaſion, and continually keep and pre- 
YE in good Order, good and ſufficient Weights and Meaſures as Standards 
r the ſaid Counties: The Half Buſhel to be Braſs or Copper; which 
eights and Meaſures ſhall be tried and ſealed by the State Standards of 
eichts and Meaſures, and ſhall be kept in the reſpective County Towns 


oxcd the Uſe of the County, upon whoſe Coſt they were procured. 

- Deb nd if any or either of the County Treaſurers ſhall not procure and keep 
auf eights and Meaſures as aboveſaid, and have the ſame tried and ſealed 
00! aforeſaid, he ſhall pay a Fine of Five Pounds; one Moiety whereof ſhall 


70 the Conſtable of the County Town that ſhall complain, and the Re- 
inder to the County Treaſury. 1 3 

nd the Conſtables in the County Towns ſhall enquire whether the ſaid 
'ghts and Meaſures be provided and ſealed as aboveſaid; and upon De- 
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Proviſo. 


— 


fault of any or either of the ſaid Treaſurers, the ſaid Conſtables ſhall preſey 
them to the next Superior Court in that County, who ſhall cauſe the fad 
Fine to be levied upon the Treaſurer ſo neglecting; unleſs he ſhall ati 

the ſaid Court that there are Weights and Meaſures provided and ſealed x 
aboveſaid, within the County Town for the Uſe of the County in which he 
ſerveth as Treaſurer, | | 

That the Select men in every Town within this State, ſhall provide, y 
there ſhall be Occaſion, at the Charge and Coſt of ſaid Towns, good 
Weights and Meaſures, to be preſerved and kept in good Order, as Stan. 
dards for ſaid Towns; which Weights and Meafures ſhall be tried and 
ſealed by the County Standards. 

And the Conſtables in every Town ſhall make Enquiry into all Breache 
of this Act; and if upon Enquiry, the ſaid Conſtables ſhall find the Seled. 
men have not procured Weights and Meaſures as aboveſaid, that then th 
Conſtable or Conftables ſhall make Complaint thereof to the next Afiiſtan 
or Juſtice of the Peace: Upon which Complaint the ſaid Aſſiſtant or uf 
tice ſhall ſummon before him the Select- men ſo neglecting, and if they ſhal 
not ſatisfy ſaid Authority that they have provided Weights and Meaſurg 
as aforeſaid, and that they then have the ſame in ſuch Town, the ſaid Av 
thority ſhall impoſe a Fine of Forty Shillings on ſuch Sele&t-men ; one Hal 
to the Conſtable complaining, and the other Half to the Town Treaſury: 
To be levied by diſtreſs and ſale of their Goods according to Law. 

And all Weights and Meaſures improved or uſed by any particu 
Perſons in any Town, ſhall be tried by the Town Standards where the 
dwell : And whoſoever ſhall make Uſe of any Weights or Meaſures th 
are not proved and tried by the Standards in their reſpective Towns, ſpil 
forfeit the Sum of Five Shillings for every ſuch Offente committed; to tit 
Uſe of the Treaſury of ſuch Town. 

That the Inhabitants of each Town in this State, ſhall chooſe one d 
their able and diſcreet Inhabitants, to be a Sealer of Weights, and one! 
be a Sealer of Meaſures for their Town; who ſhall take the Oath appoi 
ted for ſuch Officers : And no Weight or Meaſure ſhall be accounts 
good and legal that is not ſealed and approved by ſaid Sealers. 

That the Sealers of Weights and Meaſures in the reſpective Ton! 
ſhall, once in every Year, ſeal the ſeveral Weights and Meaſures that u 
uſed in their Town. | | 

And all ſuch Weights and Meaſures as cannot be brought to be equ 
with the juſt Standard, the ſaid Sealer ſhall deface or deſtroy. | 

And that it is and ſhall be in the Power of every Sealer aforeſaid, #0 
Time in the Month of April yearly, to appoint a Time and Place where! 
will try the Weights and Meaſures ; and to give public Notice thereof! 
the Inhabitants of their reſpe&ive Towns, to bring their Weights ® 
Meaſures to be tried: And whoſoever ſhall negle& co bring his Wenn 
and Meaſures to be tried at the Time prefixed by the Sealer, being Y 
unto warned, he ſhall forfeit the Sum of Three Sbillings; one Half tot 
Sealer, and the other Half to the Town Treaſury ; which the Sealer .. 
have Power to recover from Time to Time. | 

And every Sealer that ſhall negle& his Duty required in, and b 
Act, ſhall forfeit the Sum of Thirty Shillings for every ſuch Default 9 
County Treaſury. 1 

Provided nevertheleſs, That nothing in the foregoing Act ſhall be 
ſtrued or underſtood to interfere with any Regulation that ſhall ot!“ 
be made, relative to fixing the Standard of Weights and Meaſures, bf. 
Congreſs of the United States, agreeable to the Powers veſted in ches 
the ninth Article of Confederation. | 
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, n Act relating to Witneſſes, and taking Affidavits out 
of Court. 


FO RAS MUCH as it is neceſſary that Witneſſes in Civil Cauſes be ſworn out 
f Caurt, when by Reaſon of their going to Sea, living more than twenty Miles 
tant from the Place where the Cauſe ts to be tried, Age, Sickneſs, or bodily In- 
mily, thay are rendered incapable of Travel, and of appearing at Court. 


To the Intent therefore, that all Witneſſes may impartially and indifferently 
teſtify their certain Knowledge, and the whole Truth in the Cauſe they 
are to ſpeak unto; * 


DE it enadted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
Y affembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That for either cf the Reaſons 
foreſaid, and not otherwiſe, every Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace may take 
\fidavits out of Court; ſo as a Notification, with reaſonable Time, be firſt 


Place) or left at the Place of his Dwelling, or uſual Abode, to be preſent 
t the Time of taking ſuch Affidavit, if he think fit. I 

And every ſuch Witneſs ſhall be carefully examined, and cautioned to 
ſtify the whole Truth; and being ſworn, the Aſſiſtant or Juſtice ſhall 
tteſt the ſame; with the Day, Month, and Year of the taking thereof; and 


im, and ſhall ſeal up the Teſtimony and deliver it to the Party, (if deſired) 
t whoſe Requeſt it was taken. 4 5 
And no Perſon intereſted, ſnall write or draw up the Teſtimony of any 
Vitgeſs in ſuch Cauſe, nor any Attorney in his Client's Cauſe : And if it 
anfeſtly appear any Teſtimony to, be written or drawn up by any inte- 
ſted, or the Attorney in the Cauſe, or be returned frqm any Aſſiſtant or 


uſtice of the Peace, by other Hand than his own, into the Court where the 


eſtimonies ſhall be rejected by the Court, and be utterly void, and of none 
ffect in Law. | ST | pre 
That every Aſſiſtant and Juſtice of the Peace ſhall be, and is hereby im- 
dwered, upon Requeſt to him made, to grant Summons for the Appear- 
ce of any Witneſs before him in any civil Cauſe, where ſuch Witneſs is 
und to Sea, or travelling out of the State, before the Time of Trial; and 
take his Depoſition in ſuch Cauſe, the adverſe Party being preſent, or 
dtification ſent him, as aforeſaid. $a 


torney, and other Inſtruments in Writing under the Hand of the Party 
Ecuting the ſame ;z or to Accounts or Teſtimonies relating to Perſons out 
this State, or to be ſent beyond Sea, may be ſworn without ſuch Notifi- 
ion, as aforeſaid, | DL IG , 

That if any Perſon or Perſons, upon whom any lawful Proceſs or Sum- 
as ſhall be ſerved to teſtify, depoſe or give Evidence concerning any 
uſe or Matter depending in any Court in this State, and having tendered 
mm or them ſuch reaſonable Sum or Sums of Money, for his or their 
[ts and Charges, as having Reſpect to the Diſtance of the Places is ne- 
lary to be allowed, as the Law requires in that behalf, do not appear ac- 
ding to the Tenor of the Proceſs or Summons, having no lawful or 
onable Lett or Impediment to the contrary ; that then the Party ſo ma- 
g Default, ſhall for every ſuch Offence, looſe and forfeit Thirty Shillings, 
(hall yield ſuch further Recompence to the Party aggrieved, according 
he Loſs and Hindrance that he ſhall ſuſtain by Reaſon of the Non- 
Larance of the ſaid Witneſs or Witneſſes: The ſaid ſeveral Sums to be 
vered by the Party ſo grieved, againſt the Offender or Offenders, by 
9D, Bill, Plaint or Information in any Court of Record. 6 

| L 


— — 


Preamble. 


Affidavits 
when to be 
taken out of 
court, 


nade ont and delivered to the adverſe Party (if within twenty Miles of the 


Witneſſes to 
be cautioned, 


at the adverſe Party was preſent, (if fo) or that a Notification was ſent 


Affidavits not 
to be drawn 
by perſons in- 
tereſted, 


me is to be uſed, unſealed ; or the Seal having been broke up: All ſuch 


Witneſſes 
bound ont of 
the ſtate, 
their depoſi- 
tions to be 


taken, &c. 
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Provifs; 
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Salvage, for the Perſons to whorn due, as the faid'Contt flrall order and 


in the Tteafury of cis State. 


thereof to be fold as ſhall be fufficient to pay the Salvage and Coſts. 


— 


ert 4ND LAWS. 


Be it further hard by the Anthority afarefaid, That no Perfon for u 
Fact committed, ſhall be put to Death but by the Teſtimony of — 
three Witneſſes, or that which is equivalent. 
That all Executors of Wills within this See, ſhall have Liberty to hyp 
the Witneſſes to ſuch, Wills, examined and ſworn in the uſual F orm, befcn 
the next Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace: Which Aſſiſtent ot Juſtice ſul 
enter the Oaths of the Witneſſes on the Back-ſide of the Will; and atteſt in 
fame : And the Oaths of the Witneſſes ſo taken, ſhall be accepted by th 
Court of Probate; as if they had been taken before the ſaid Court. 


— — 


Arens. 


An Act concerning Wrecks of Sea. 


TI E i maftd by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Cur 
LD aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if any Ships or ot 
Veſſels ſhall ſuffer Ship-wreck upon our Coaſts, there ſhall be no Vi 
vlence or Wrong offered to their Perſons or Goods; but their Perſon 
ſhall be harboured and relieved, and their Goods preſerved in Safety, il 
Authority may be certified thereof, and ſhall take further Care, and gi 


further Order therein. | | | 

That fo often as any fhip-wrecked Property ſhall be diſcovered of t 
Sea · coaſt of this State, it ſhall be the Duty of the Sele&-men of the nerd 
Town thereto, and it ſhall be lawful for any other Perfon to take the m 
effectual Meaſures for faving and ſecuring the ſame; and if need be, fu 
Perſon or Perſons fhall appiy co an Affiſtant or Juftice of the Peace, whoi 
hereby authorized to grant a Watrant, directed to a proper Officer, to impt 
and call forth requifite Aſſiſtance for chat Purpoſe: And that the Perlont 
Perſons fecuring füch Property, ſhall immediately give Notice thertof toil 
Judge of the County Court in the County where the ſame ſfiall bs fecurtt 
who ſhalt direct the Sheriff of ſaid County to feize the faid Property, 4 
the ſameè keep and hold until it ſhall be releaſed or diſpeſed of by ordett 
faid Court. That if any Owner of ſuck Property, being a Perfon intirok 


ſhall within a Year and a Day after ſuch Seizute, appear and claim 
fare, it ſtialt be reſtored to him, on his paying ſuch reafortable Coſts 


fow. And in Cafe no ſuch Owner ſhalf within that Time appear, and di 
ſaid Property and pay Coſts and Salvage afcertzined as aforefaid, the (i 
ſhall be fold by order of fxi& Court, and the avails thereof (firſt dedudi 
reaſonable Coſts and Salvage for the Perſons to whom due) ſhall be lod 


Always provided, That if the Property ſo ſeized, be of a periſhable 
ture, the: Court having the ordering of the ſame, may, at their Diſcret 
thereof for the ſame Purpoſes as the faid Property was holden. 

Provided alſo, That in every Cafe where no Owner ſhall appear wi 
one Month after ſuch Seizure, to pay Salvage and Cofts, the Court hw 
the ordering of ſuch Property, may, at any Time afterwards, ordet ſo n 


1 9K 


ACTS AND LAWS. 


Reviſal of the Laws confirmed; Ke. 


— 


FP 
* 
„nde y 


\n Act made and ed by the General Aſ- 
ſembly of the State of Connecticut, held at 
New- Haven by Adjournment, on the eighth 
Day of January, Anno Domini, One Thou- 
ſand ſeven Hundred and Eighty-four, for 
—|M confirming the Laws of this State, as revi- 
ſed and amended ; and for repealing ſuch 
as are not contained in the foregoing Code. 


HEREAS all the Statute Laws of this State have been lately reviſed and 
y digeſted under proper Titles in alphabetical Order, with ſeveral Additions, 

W:er ations, and Amendments, and the Whole carefully examined and conſidered 
y this Aſſembly. 


DE it enalied by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all the foregoing Acts 
, and they are hereby enacted and confirmed as the Laws of this State. 


ſhed, which are not contained in the foregoing Code, be, and they are 
reby repealed. | | 


Laws hereby repealed, now depending or unfiniſhed, may be proſecu- 
d and purſued to final effect, in the ſame Manner as they might have 
en if this Act had not been made. | 


Provided alſe, That fuch of the foregoing Laws as remain for Subſtance 


orce from the Time that they were firſt enacted, any circumſtantial 


mendments or Alterations notwithſtanding, 


And that all other Statute Laws of this State heretofore made and pub- 


Provided nevertheleſs, That all Matters commenced by Virtue of any of . 


e ſame as before the Reviſal, ſhall be conſidered as having continued in 
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